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lan Walker (conductor),
Joanna Smith (accompanist)
and Andrew Giddings
(soloist) pose under our
memorial plaque after the
Choral Society's
performance of he
Mayflower Pilgrims

Prayer cards are
strung along the
front of the church
during our Baptism
Recall Service.

Lucy's
prizewinning
picture in the
Festival art
competition is
displayed in
Bennett's
window

Fice works of
lake e 2adows




They will have come
direct from their home
in Beit Sahour, and are [§
looking forward to
meeting us all again,
and to telling us about
the latest news as it
affects their community
in the Bethlehem area.

Please pray that this and the other meetings th#yaddress
on their visit to this country will enlighten marpeople
further on the issues of justice and humanityhia difficult
situation in the Holy Land.

Jeremy and Kate Ellis, and their chidren Faith, Joel aphd
Serene, are on home leave from their Christian wiork
Pakistan, and you are invited to drop in at thairHome' at

51 Perry Street ofaturday 12 July. Refreshments servg
between 10—4.30.
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Everybodywill be getting a freecopy of Reformthis month,
when it is being relaunched in an improved formea®e do
read it and say what you think!

Dianne Lough will be happy to take your order farther
monthly copies of this official URC magazine.
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In his sermon at the beginning of June, our Mimisteew on Jesus’
teaching in the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus tadmgiitdgroper living is

not about ticking a few boxes — however admirahtese boxes might be
— it's about an all-round response to the GospetoAstant challenge
also, it seems to me, is for an all-round respoms®ir life as a church
community.

Of course, as a church community some of our werigaing to be
achieved in cooperation with others through Chwch®gether in
Billericay. And, just as we have to make decisionsur private lives
about what to do next, so we are constantly faci#tl & need to set
priorities within the church(es). Such an all-rounéw of priorities
would include consideration of our worship, our @epment in
Christian discipleship, and our concern for pepstjce and integrity of
creation.

Of course we do not want to become just a talkirpson priorities
whilst we have other pressing matters — prayingustice, making the
Octoberfesta success, introducing proper child protection mnness

using the Vision4Life material. But the need totsout priorities will

surely not go away?

Trevor posed the question at the Annual GeneraltiMgas to what the
purpose of Billericay United Reformed Church is.levie Forde has
suggested that we have a discussion as to whetinerse of ministry
best matches our present top priorities. And —hfrff®em my time
studying how the Synod structures might be madeeradaptable — |
have given some thoughts to my fellow Elders adoow we might
make ourselves more flexible.

As | sit writing this short article before we go boliday to Oban, | am
distracted by a TV clip of the Archbishop of Yorkysliving. What is
most interesting to me is not the specifics ofdamsse - or the sense (or
nonsense) in parachuting as a means of gainingsspsimp for the
Afghanistan Trust. | am just dismayed by the contatem, who seemed
surprised that the Church of England should bentpkn interest in
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justice issues, the purpose of the Archbishop’srgmise. | cannot help
thinking that a large part of the general publicdotranslate ‘Church
of England’ as the ‘Church iBngland’, including us.

Somewhere along the line a public perception sdenfigve grown up
that Christians do not actually believe in the Galsgalues. And that
prophetic pronouncement by Christians on curreffdiraf cannot be
normal. In addition, the value we attach to worshi discipleship
seems to be a completely closed book for many a@eitéie church.

Is it not an important step now for us in Bille§icRC to clarify for
ourselves what our purpose is, what that meangriorities and use of
ministry, and how we might better organize oursehgeget on with it?

Ken Woods

Two Church Meetings:
two aspects of our Fellowship

$ % &

On 21" May we focused on how we want to explore the Bibléhe
coming year. The inspiration for the meeting wWasion4Life which
originated in a group of URC people, coming froiffiedent parts of the
Church and holding a variety of theological outlsoKhey got excited
by being together, sharing their responses to fhke,Boraying together
and talking about their hopes for sharing faithhwitthers. The URC
then produced material to support four prelimindigcussions/meetings
regarding Bible, prayer, evangelism and church hrement. This
Church Meeting was reviewing our experience of ipiehry
discussions of Bible, prayer and evangelism and ttexiding whether
we wished to get involved in further Vision4lifepdaration of the Bible
in 2008-2009.

Having looked at the short reports on our threetimgge held in
February and April the meeting then went on diseulssther to follow a
year that emphasises the Bible, commencing in Aldtres year. Firstly
the Vision4life group is offering a “Core Four” &ible studies as a
minimum that a participating congregation might emidke. These are
not intended to instill knowledge but to providgexences of Bible
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passages which confront some worries about the Bifdl excite people
so that they wish to explore further:

Creation (written by John Proctor) — can Bilvld acience co-
exist?

Genealogies of Jesus in the Gospels (by Jarigtgion) — is

reading the Bible irrelevant and boring?

The woman anointing Jesus (by Susan Durber) at about
those bits of the Bible that seem to tell the satoey but in

different ways?

Drunkenness at Corinth (by John Campbell) —tbanBible

work as a guide for how we should live as a chtoctay ?

A congregation that uses these Bible studies can phick and choose
from a menu of other activities. You don’t havedimeverything just as
you don’t (should not) choose to eat everythingaamestaurant menu.
The menu includes short Bible comment/discussiohs ineeting tried

one out and discovered that the story of the widawite says more to
us than you first think) There are also “messytivity -based events and
material that makes biblical connections with abow film, art and

drama.

The meeting decided that we should do the “Core’FBible studies

and then pick and choose from the menu as we fgmiopriate. There
are also some aspects of the Bible that peopleisncongregation want
to explore, particularly the big picture of how tBi#le came together
and hangs together as a collection of books foayodVe agreed we
need to think about how to hold events so thatgtkatest number of
people will want to participate.

So, starting this Advent, Billericay URC will befefing a range of
Bible experiences, to stimulate our relationshipthwihe Bible and
enable us to use the Bible as a resource for hoWiveveur lives.
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Turn out for Church Meeting on 18 June was 14,taede were over 20
apologies, all unavoidably absent, but somehow @mtained an alert
and even celebratory spirit throughout. We hadnbleeking for
something to galvanise our Harvest Supper, anduatnweeting on 18
June we enthusiastically approved ARK's offer to am auction! This
needs us all to get down to making things to goeuntde hammer, for
example cakes, jams and preserves, spare produnetlie garden, and
anything else which suggests itself to your creafancy. There won't
be enough time for you to make/grow everythingepte&mber, so the
message is: please make an early start! All paxsvill go toHealth
Help International, the charity ARK has been supporfiigere will also
be 'turns'; no doubt those with potential to emtierwill be tapped on the
shoulder again.

Church Meeting also approved the idea of repeatimg church
Christmas card to our neighbours, which HHI printedus last year.
This year it will bear a picture of the HHI projentZambia which ARK
has been raising money for.

The Meeting expressed its appreciation for the vadWendy Kelleher
over several years in leading our First Steps wddigroup so
successfully. There is talk of a retirement patthex last session on 22
July.

We welcomed Angela Christian to her first Church d#irg on her
return to membership here.

Finally we were bowled over by the plans which Sinktoulton and his
committee have been making for some truly excitevgnts at our
Octoberfeston 11-12 October. On Saturday in the Hall theestarbe
displays of crafts such as copper-beating, lacemgakipottery,
woodcarving, painting, and things for children. ¢hurch a singing
competition, with six different classes and in &vening a grand concert
with the prizewinners. On Sunday morning theredl & big Festival
service: so far, we know it will include worshiprdars, and Trevor and
the committee are setting to work to make it somethery special.
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It was an afternoon of sharing and learning frora another when we
met in the quiet of the Kathleen Martin room orf"1Bine. Kathleen
guided our thoughts at the beginning with extrdaden books she had
brought along. 'Stillness and quiet' are an apghroe prayer —
something we lose in our busy world. The wordgwfan of Norwich
from the 14 century but still relevant today were a remindeattall
manner of things are well' — pessimism cannot wiGod's world. Many
find prayer difficult, but said Basil Hume in 'A Bpual Notebook':
-~ _ == “Trying to pray is prayer, and it is all
¢

very good prayer.” The implication
was that we should not count our
attempts to pray as failure.

The books of meditation and prayers
of Eddie Askew, who worked
tirelessly for the Leprosy Mission for
many years, were ones particularly
appreciated. Eddie Askew quietly
shares much of himself and his faith in his bodKse Celtic prayers of
David Adam, so simply worded but so deep in meanmegre also
valued. Kathleen shared with us again some of tlo&lbts produced by
the Prayer Trust in Warwickshire and her correspond with Father
Patrick who runs it. A well used copy of the Ladybchildren's book
‘The Lord's Prayer' was also brought along by oember of the group
— a simple book to guide children and adults.

We picked out different strands in the books ofygrabrought along.

Some were right for times when people were plantongray, but others

were more ‘pray as you go' — some of the latterernadaugh, and think.

The prayer about the awkward lady, Mrs. Fell, aftcatnGod could do

about helping the writer to like her — well, pgvbasomeone might see
us as awkward in our turn, we reflected. We wenaimded that prayer
needs to be sensitive to others. Our petitions maly receive the

answers we so much hope for and that can be vstyedsing. But we

were also reminded that we don't always recoghis@hswers that God
gives us.



“Itt's me O Lord!" by Michael Hollings and Etta Gullick is a book tha
prompts us to go back to share with God, and teristo his answers in
our lives. If you would like to know more about theoks of prayer

mentioned, do have a word with Margaret DerbyshireKathleen
Martin.

A quiet day for members and friends of the URC conggations in
Billericay, Brentwood and Ingatestone
led by the Revd John Hickmore
at Pilgrims Hall Christian Resource Centre,
Ongar Road, Brentwood
30" August 2008, 10.00 a.m. — 4.00 p.m.

Following last year’s highly successful pastoraigetjday you are
invited to this year’s event, following a creatidreme, led by the Revg
John Hickmore and offering guided op portunitiesrigtection and
shared silence.

Pilgrims Hall is a regency style country houseisetineteen acres of
gardens and grounds. It was purchased in 1968Qiyriatian charitable
trust and has developed into a centre for teactraiging, prayer,
retreats and counseling. Both meeting rooms anexttemsive grounds

will be available to the Quiet Day participants.
Drinks will be provided during the day but partiaigts should bring
their own lunches. The cost of the quiet day i98%er person (payalje
on the day). To book your place, please add yoonerta the sign-up
sheet in the Vestibule.
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Many places claim an association with the
Mayflower. There are the towns and villages
in Lincolnshire and South Yorkshire, from
where emerged the leading members of the
Separatist movement, seeking independence
from the established church. Among these was WillRradford, of
whom more later. Then there is the Dutch town atiée, to which
members of the movement fled in search of tolerdoceéheir religious
principles, and whence one of the two 'Pilgrimpshsailed. And there is
Southampton, where the main party assembled, aywehdelkh, which
was a lengthy and involuntary stop, since one efttho boats proved
unseaworthy, leaving only the Mayflower to make thessing. And
there is also Billericay, which provided four, (aas it five?), of the

party.

So it is not surprising
that a composer based |n
Plymouth, Clive Jenkins
was inspired to write a
choral work  The
Mayflower Pilgrims.It is
based on the account
written by  William
Bradford who became
the first governor of the
plantation, with words
from the Psalms and from two hymni$.was first performed in 2005 in
the Plymouth church where the Pilgrim Fathers wipyséd, before
setting off on their voyage. It was offered to tBdlericay Choral

Society, for a first performance in Essex, and ghothey had smaller
choral resources, and lacked an orchestra, the chped well with the
unfamiliar melodies and the dissonances which veerfeature of the
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score. Joanna Smith's skillful accompaniment onpiamo delightfully

brought out some of the subtleties of the origimahestration, including
the turbulence of the sea, and the drama of theactesisation. The
large audience appreciated the initiative of thecigdp, and their
conductor, lan Walker, in rising to the challendetlus work, and so
recreating in musical form a historical episodehwithich this town is so
closely associated.

The whole voyage must have been a frightening eqpa. 102
passengers were crowded in the dark and drip pwerldeck, with little
idea about their final destination. About half tbbm were Merchant
Adventurers, whose motive for sailing was to depvefit from the new
plantation, and the other half were the SeparatBihey had the king's
licence to settle in what today is the New Yorkaarhe mouth of the
Hudson river, but were blown off course so badlgttthey landed at
Cape Cod, 200 miles to the north, and the captaihbad such a bad
experience on the voyage that he refused to Seagsan. Such was the
beginning of Plymouth, Massachusetts.

William Bradford's account covers the first 27 yeaf the plantation's
existence, but the cantata concentrates on threodgs from the
voyage. In the first one a sailor mocks and cutseseasick passengers,
even hoping to cast half of them overboard befoesaind of the voyage.
The chorus sing from Psalm140, 'O release me fiwretil man’, and
the passengers detect the just hand of God whelebeof a grievous
disease, and himself becomes the first to be cesboard.

In another episode, not included in the cantagung man climbs on
deck to escape the fetid air below, but discovecslate the raging gale
around him and tumbles overboard. Miraculously tigsga rope and is
hauled back on board Bradford had the greatesifaettion in recording
this incident ten years later, as the young manhasadvife were then

raising ten children in the plantation, who woutdturn produce an
astounding 88 grandchildren. A Puritan believed thaomething good

happened to the Saints this was because of divieation. The cantata
celebrates the birth of a child during the voyage, which Jenkins

borrows from the baptism service of the Book of @Gwn Prayer. The
texts from the Bradford history were beautifullydasensitively sung by
Andrew Giddings.
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On finally finding a safe harbour to land Bradfasdled to recall Paul's
shipwreck on the island of Malta (Acts chapters28f-and is comforted
by Paul's words that 'the barbarians showed usmmall kindness'.

Bradford had to trust that the native Americanspmilthey had not yet
encountered, would behave similarly towards thenxitivg with
hindsight, he could not but list the odds which evetacked against
them: they were separated from their friends bg righty ocean which
they had passed and was now a main bar and gedftarate them from
all the civil parts of the world'. Yet he concludegh words, included in
the cantata, which have curious echoes of Henry sgeech before
Agincourt in Shakespeare's play (‘Gentlemen of &maghow abed, shall
think themselves accursed they were not here'jhaschoir sing '‘Our
fathers were Englishmen, which came over this goeatan, and were
ready to perish in this wilderness; b[it
they cried unto the Lord, and he hegrd
their voice." The recollection of thelr
Englishness in a moment of peril is|a
feature of both, even though the
e
S

Pilgrims had been driven from t
country of their birth, and had lived
exiles in Holland for some ten yeargs.
The cantata ends with an originjgl
setting of Bunyan's hymn 'To be |a
Pilgrim'. (It had begun, equall
appropriately, with the Wesley hym
'Forth in Thy name O Lord | go'.)

In Bradford's chronicle there are villains, as vedlpeople of faith: the
master of the smaller ship, the Speedwell, whichenayot beyond
Plymouth may have deliberately contrived to cadmehull to leak, by
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fitting a mast too large for the ship, for fear stfrving to death in
America. And, sad to relate, Christopher Martin Rillericay was,
according to Bradford, an outstandingly detestaldharacter,
overbearing and dishonest in his stewardship of ey and
provisions.

There is much more in Bradford's history than d&lhalr cantata could

have room for. Bradford survived the first wintdmpugh many of the

party, including Martin, did not, and his historpovers the many

subsequent years of his governorship, when thie &atl determination

of the Pilgrims were tested by the commercial defeamand the

worldliness of the Merchant Adventurers. They expécto be able

quickly to recoup their investment in the voyage $8nding back to

England the products of the plantation, but thsved unrealistic. There
were also cultural tensions. The non-Puritans egueto be able to

celebrate Christmas with games and merry makindevidn the Puritans

it was a normal day for work. Bradford had to cecdite the gamesters'
bats and balls: they could celebrate Christmasefytwished praying

quietly at home while others worked, but there dthdne no gaming or

revelling in the streets. It did not occur to Baad that this could be

regarded as the kind of intolerant attitude whickd hforced the

Separatists to leave England.

More seriously, the Plantation's relations with nlagve Indians, which

had begun well, developed into outright war. M oeothe strict moral

code of the early Puritans degenerated as townslapesd outside the
plantation, so that before his death he wrote'thata part of my misery

in old age to find and feel the decay'. Nothing beer should detract

from the astounding act of faith which caused titgFiis to make their

historic voyage, and it was appropriate that itudthde celebrated in a
church which bears a memorial plaque to some felveho took part in

it. Robin Derbyshire.

...and the Mayflower inevitably found its way ithe Billericay Festival.
This wonderful collage (even better in colour!) waeated by pupils at
St John's School.
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We can't do justice to all the variety of
displays, depicting the town's past, the
many cultural organisations in the townp,
and the plans for its future.. not to
mention the many beautiful flower
displays. So here are just a few glimpsas

View from the
Gallery

Interpretation of the Mayflower
theme by
St Peters School
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Picture from South
Green Junior School

The doorkeeper takes much
needed refreshment.

A justifiably euphoric message from the Festivafganisers Janet Lee
and Linda Gibley announced that £2,700 had besedato be divided

equally between St Luke's Hospice and the furtbfmribishment of St
Mary's.

... | don’t care what your Sat-Nav’s telling you ltelling you you are
definitelynot on the M6, nine miles south of Derby!!
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Thanks to the generosity of our friends from
the United Reformed Church, the URC was the
venue for our meeting with New Zealand- born
lan McCormack, evangelist and internationally -
known speaker. lan, now temporarily resident witis family in
Hertfordshire, travelled to Billericay on the evemiof 18". May to give

us his unique testimony of a life and death exmedeand to minister to
those present. The meeting began with a powarhd bf praise and
worship for the two hundred strong congregatioth,ig members of our
Fellowship and friends. The presence of the Lord taagible.

Meeting lan for the first time, you were struck his humility and
generosity of spirit. lan opened by introducing tfkiends and prayer
partners who had travelled from London; a gentémtgof a Samoan
pastor who gave his testimony briefly and a colleagf lan’s from his
YWAM (Youth with a Mission) days. A young Germanudent was
graciously invited from the audience to tell useflyi of her involvement
in the work of Teen Challenge, an organisation tieathes out to drug
addicts world-wide.

lan began with a word which he brought from Ephesi@hapter 3 v.
16-20 exhorting us to "know the strength of theH8birit’s work in

our inner man that Christ might live in our heaarsd minds, His life
being the very soil in which we take root and btos%

(paraphrased.).This was a great encouragementas a€hurch.

lan’s testimony is remarkable in itself. He began fecounting his
carefree life as a young man, a surfer, travetireyworld, chasing the
sun, enjoying his freedom, with no thought of God.
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He had rejected what he described as the emptiokess traditional
religious church background in New Zealand, bustnessed that he had
a Bible-believing, praying mother who was to plajkey role in his
destiny.

On the occasion that lan was to describe he had tigbt-diving with
some native friends off the coast of Mauritius whenwas stung many
times by a deadly Box Jellyfish. Few people surgueh an encounter.
He told graphically of his suffering that night ahid subsequent death
in a nearby hospital and an experience of HeavenHell that matches
Biblical revelation. He believes that the faithfutayers of his mother
contributed to his acceptance of Jesus Christ asS&wiour that night
and his subsequent return to life as the surgesnalvaut to perform the
autopsy.

It was evident from the meeting that lan’s life haeken dramatically
changed by his experience and his story has amidwos ring of truth to
it. He now travels the world, living by faith, sy his testimony,
impacting the lives of many.

Towards the end of the meeting, lan invited open aetailed

guestioning from the audience. This was followedabgall to recommit
lives to God, or to receive Salvation. Many respathdas the
congregation was encouraged to support them ingorayA powerful

time of ministry for healing followed and many Ils/&vere touched. lan
gave generously of his time, late into the eveninghad been a
memorable and truly blessed evening.
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John Jackson's shaved head recently has
been no fashion statement, but in aid of
the Starfish appeal for the cancer liver
unit at Kings College Hospital. He had it
cut in public one day at Sunnymede
School, along with another teacher, and
the brother of a pupil who is in the unit
having treatment. He also told us in
church that it was in solidarity with 'my
great friend Andrew'. So far the money
raised is £2550, including several
sponsors at this church — if you wish to
join them see John. Waitrose has
promised to match whatever is raised.

Poopl T#( N)'#

We are indebted to a number of friends who hawdegliour thoughts in
recent weeks. Peter Brierley's theme ofi Ry was the 'Sermon on
the Mount' when he spoke of his experience as aaydender taking
boys from Greenwoods up to London. By a wondaduicidence, one
of the young boys saw something in London which tiechim being

reunited with family members for the first timeyiears.

On T June, the reading in the service led by Trevor faas Matthew
7. At coffee time, it was shared with us againlawey and Charlotte,
Lilie and Cara who sang to us “The wise man biidt house upon the
rocks”. Well done, girls, and thank you!

We are also grateful to the young people and IsadeARK who led
our service on BJune. This was a service when we welcomed familie
of recently blessed or baptised children. On mrgiin church, everyone
was presented with a strand of wool of various wa@aand a triangular
piece of card and a pen. We soon found out why! vw&¥ee asked to
meet up with those whose colour was the same asvauiand introduce
ourselves and relate one thing about ourselves ribatmany people
know... The cards were used at the end of thecgewhen they were
strung across the church with individual praye@rirthose present,
making a stream of caring thoughts as we pray ¢disnway .
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ARK young people presented a
drama, with Lucy Forde acting

out the awkward newcomer to a
school who manages to upset
everyone she meets on her first
day — but then realises that she
needs to apologise and start
again and make real friendships
by joining in. Our thanks to the

young people who played such
an active role in the service, and
to the ARK leaders who made a

prayer team, lighting a candle after each praylnis was a wonderful
endeavour in sharing faith together, and we thaRKAnd their leaders

for all the preparation work.

On 15 June Trevor presented four ARK members —|athey David,

Cara and Lillie - with certificates on their sucgas the art competition

organised in conjunction with the Festival, and rsgved by Bennetts,

Funeral Directors. Lucy was the odd one out apieture was selected

to be among the prize winners, and was display &kmett's window.

Our intrigued photographer sped down to Bennettd,there it was!
(See pictures of the month).

19



"#
On Sunday, 27 April, members of the World Focus Committee led pu
worship on the theme of the world's need for heaRhising the level o[
health throughout the world was one of the 8 Miliem Goals, set fo
2015 by the United Nations in the year 2000. Aaasl Malaria are
world-wide scourges that affect millions of peoples Christians living
in this world, we are conscious of the pain th&aé other members ]n‘
the human family. During the service, a candle wasnguished fo
those who die of Aids, and then relt as we made tbilowing
affirmation. May it also be a prayer for us aslwe day by day.

We believe in God
who inhabits eternity
and made the word and its creatures out of love.

We believe in Jesus Christ,

bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh.

He came in the body.

He touched those who felt untouchable,
loved those who felt unloveable

and endured rejection and death,

in order that, through suffering love
God's kingdom might come on earth.

We believe in the Holy Spirit

who leads us always towards the truth,

who inspires us to reach out to one another,

who gives gifts to all people

for the healing of every nation.

We celebrate the promise of good things for those
who love the Lord.
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Giving to others is part of the life of faith. May, many members of
the church helped to raise through street collgcfih,964 (including
£197 in gift aid) for the work of Christian Aidn laddition, the Poverty
Lunch held on 18 May in support of Christian Aid raised £328.57,
including £56.97 in gift aid. Philip Mynott walkethe Bob Carpenter
walk once more for us, and raised £164 for Chnsfia. The special
appeal for victims of the Cyclone Disaster in Burrased £437.59,
including £53.59 in gift aid. We pray that thesksgwill be blessed in
their outreach to people who have lost so muchtartbose who have so
much less than we have ourselves.

) ) )

Human beings have always been fascinated by idéaalternative
spheres of existence, which somehow cross the laoiesdf the people
who live on earth. The Romans created familiesgads, that both
enchanted and terrified the inhabitants of the humarld. Today,
episodes ofDr. Who' create monsters who are a continual challenge to
people on earth.

The Bible contains a number of pictures of a défiferkind of 'alternative
universe' — one shaped by the hand of God and iochwdeople have
their part to play. As a book used by Christiaig Bible begins with
paradise and a garden setting, in Eden, and enids tive apocaly ptic
vision of the end of time, the book of Revelatiom between, ordinary
people are shown wrestling (and often failing)heit lives as they try to
understand what it means to be human and to skeevieard as a faithful
servant — drawing the ‘parallel universe' of fatlsod into themselves.

Jesus spoke often about the 'Kingdom of God'. Was not a separate
world into which his followers could escape — aglero western cynics
of the Christian faith might argue. Jesus showedtisnown life that
spiritual sustenance (drawing aside at times fatemplation and prayer
and recharging of one's batteries) can go handaimd hwith active
involvement with the people around one and thesdse

More than ever before, as pessimism and gloom @ldnece emanate
from our news channels, Christians need to prodaievision of faith.
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Dr. Desmond Tutu, in a recent interview, stated dwa belief, when
talking about Zimbabwe: “All of us, especially @&trans, must be
prisoners of hope.” A challenging role for Chrisisao undertake.

This vision of faith and hope is one of humilitygtnof arrogance —
something the Church has often lost sight of. fi@an being above the
world, Christians are called to be in the mostidiff of situations,
reminding all they encounter and themselves thal S@a God of love.
Last century, the Rev. George MclLeod worked tishego help the
underprivileged and poor. He wrote:

“I simply argue that the cross be raised againhat dentre of the
market place as well as on the steeple of the bhuiamm recovering
the claim that Jesus was not crucified in a catddoetween two
candles, but on a cross between two thieves, oriotlie garbage
heap, at a crossroads so cosmopolitan they hadite ks title in
Hebrew, Latin and Greek. It was the kind of plateere cynics talk
smut, thieves curse, and soldiers gambol. That&revhe died. And
that's where Christians ought to be and what Ganstought to be
about.”

As 'prisoners of hope' in our world today, we caawd together our
everyday world and the world of vision and faittlme words of St. Paul
in 2 Corinthians 4.6:

For the God who said, 'Out of darkness light sealhe,' has caused his
light to shine in our hearts, the light which isdwiedge of the glory of

God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

The Messenger
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the &apée
issue by Sunday 10 August 2008 Articles are welcom
Please speak to Robin Derbyshire at any time alaow
proposal you have.
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