A large team of our children’s leaders were affinahén their work:
They are pictured here after the service with soofighe children.
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The Chernoby! Children

and their hosts at the
afternoon they spent at Lee
Mount.

May and Ibrahim Jabe
pictured with the cross donat
to us by their Greek Orthodo}
Church in Beit Sahour

Wendy
Kelleher opens
messages from
well-wishers

as she bows
out of First
Steps



If all goes to plan, we will be welcoming Kate Hatkkat our worship on
31% August (this will be a busy day for Kate, who &heduled to rush
off afterwards to a Synod FURY event, in her radeSecretary for
Young People’s Work in the Synod.) You may recolidwat Kate will

be serving the three churches of our shared pastorgil next May.

Naturally, we hope that this will be a fruitful doibbution to her training
for the Ministry. Feel free to say hello to Kate!

By the time you read this, most of you will probabke already looking
back on the summer holiday break. To those of usselnoliday was in
June, it seems a quite distant memory! But | tthat you are refreshed
from the break.

The next few months start with a full programmeour church life. In

September, there will no doubt be busy preparationsur Octoberfest,
alongside harvest celebrations and Church Week&wmme will be

involved with the Essex Show at Barleylands“Vlath September). Our
weekly activities will start up again. There wik Iservices at Hillhouse
Court (1§1 September) and Mountnessing Court’(S&ptember).

At our Church Meeting on 1“786ptember we expect to continue looking
at our church life. The Task Group for Review o thuture - Kenton
Church, Simon Houlton, Lorna Jacob, Trevor Jamisétgchel
Stenhouse and | - plan to make a first report en1tH. Some of you
will want the Task Group to move more quickly; athemay be
apprehensive as to where it all might be leaditgad® be assured that
we will endeavour to move as quickly as possiblg, starting with a
careful look at where we are now, including thoakiable features that
make us distinctive.

Possibly less visible during September, anotherk T@soup will be
working on how we should use the Vision4Life matlean the Bible; it
is intended that this will be introduced to the g®gation starting
around Advent.

At the meeting of Churches Together in Billericay 21™ July, we also
had a forward look. We learnt that the Methodistd get a new
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minister — Judith Maizel-Long — on ®1 September. Also on
1 September, the Billericay Prayer Network is to sieengthened
through the first of what is hoped to be a montdgp-in time for prayer
and scripture reading at St. Mary Magdalen. Wechabout new Alpha
courses — a Ladies’ Breakfast Alpha starting of Sdptember at Christ
Church on Perry Street; a Youth Alpha starting 6h 3eptember above
Costa Coffee in the High Street.

As well as a presence at Barleylands, Churchestfiegalso plan to be
involved in the Billericay Fun Night on3December. Longer term, the
flower festival organising committee — reflecting the June event at St
Mary Magdalen — are recommending that Churches thiegedo
something similar in 2010.

! "o !
#

On October 15 Emma Grant of Christian Aid will skéa us aboulf
her recent India journey, and the work of Christiid in this
country. She'll be showing pictures of the peoplkd their lives ang
problems, and inviting us to join in games andvaits.

The meeting — actually a Church Topic Meeting - &l open to
people from other churches, and we hope you'llNeesttoo! The
meeting starts at 7.30 and will be in church.
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Harvest Celebrations are looming and we are hawnag
traditional Fish and Chicken supper:

On Saturday 20 Harvest Supper starts at 5.30pm and we| are
aiming to eat at 6pm with entertainment continuarfitgrwards
If you are coming please sign the list in the Maslte and selkeq
your food option.

—

Additionally, if you are able to bring apple pie apple
crumble, or can bring salt and vinegar please atdithis on
the list. Remember to bring your own cutlery aropéfully
you don’t mind washing it up at home. Please byingr own
beverage if you want an alternative to water, teeodfee!

Finally, the cost of your meal (E4.50) is payabfetbe night.
Please give Dianne or Alan 24 hours notice if yauénsigneg
the list but are then unable to attend. Also fiyeould like or
are able to provide transport please indicate @nlish in the
Vestibule.

After our satisfying harvest meal the entertainmeititbe in the form of
an Auction, the proceeds of which are going Health Help
International. Our auctioneer for the evening Wwél Simon Houlton.
This will be our second auction, the first one vatd many years ago
when we were fundraising for our church refurbishime

If you have anything that would be suitable for tewrc please contact
Valerie or Simon. More details will be given iretichurch notices
nearer the time.  Dianne.
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On Harvest Festival Sunday, 21 September at 2.45ygnare holding a
Harvest Service at Mountnessing Court. Colin Hwill lead the

service, but we need your support to come alongiig and socialise
with the people who live there. We hope to takevest gifts and
flowers. A list will be on the vestibule table neathe time for anyone
needing a lift.

“Er, Minister, do
we have a policy
on accepting GM
vegetables for the
Harvest Festival’
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Tickets are now available for the Ploughman's Lumdhich will be held
from 12.30 to 2 pm in the Mayflower Hall. The titkeat £6 each are
available from Shirley Moult (Tel. 653557) The lalnis part of this
year's fundraising by the Mayflower Ladies for thakiosen charity this

year, which helps in alleviating the effects of Adamer's Disease.
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Once again we will be hostingMacMillan Coffee Morning at the
Mayflower Hall. This will be our 1% event for this wonderful cause. All
we collect will go to fund MacMillan Cancer Care kEssex. The
cumulative total for the 140 far is £2804.
Please reserve the date and bring a friend or tyon will find
invitations on the vestibule table for you to ugdease give MacMillan
your best support. Dennis Jordan
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You may remember Ron Prosser who came to our claancie time ago
to talk to us about the work of Health Help Intéioimal. At the end of
August he will be retiring from the day-to-day rimgnof HHI but he
will remain as Chairman of the Trustees. Ron heenlrontemplating
this for some time as he believes that to secweéutture of the charity it
is essential that younger people should be morehied with its
running and new initiatives are essential to keppwith today’s world.
Mrs Jute Wiliams, who has been working for HHI Zaanfor some
time, has agreed to take over Ron’s work as anidnyoéunteer and the
other existing volunteers will continue giving hiére same support as
they gave Ron. | have sent greetings and bestewifdr the future to
Ron from our Church.

The HHI Harvest Project for 2008 is Isca Villag&y kms outside
Monza. It was being set up when Pat Cairns arnsited Monze. They
have built little roundel houses for elderly peomed families of
disabled people to live in, and are trying to dikem a sustainable life
style. A well has been dug, tomatoes, cabbagedandnas have been
planted and recently chickens have been added. INcavvillage needs
two cows and a cow shed. This will gve much ndedelk and
nourishment for the folk. If you wish to send Halldonation for their
Harvest Appeal please contact Margaret Dunn faaildet
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Please make a note of the above date in your dathat you can come
along with your friends and have a good time. Bbheaar will be from
10 am to 1 pm in the Mayflower Hall, and the thethe year is
Musicals. We are expecting there to be bursts of songs Bbows
every so often during the bazaar, and the stadedwvitlecorated with a
musical theme. We hope stallholders will decotaesr stalls and dress
up with their choice of musical, and that the a@tdwill come in fancy
dress as well.

In the meantime many people have volunteered to aetl if there are
others who would like to help on stalls, to hawall or help in any way
please let me know. If you have anything you dae tp stallholders
for their stall the following is the list:

Mayflower Ladies,contact Vera Fletcher — they are running the cake
stall and bric-a-brac.

ARK — the children and parents will be having a homensadll — cakes,
jams, biscuits etc.

Robin and Margaret Derbyshire will be selliRglestinian Crafts. The
stage will be set up for the children to have dtls. There will be
Guess the Weight of the Cake.

Kenton Church will be running thBook Stalland would like books and
DVDs.

Irene Mackenzie will be running the choir stalldamould liketoiletries
and jewellery.

Ann Mynott will be running th& raidcraft Stall. Diane Lough is doing
theTombola Staland would be most grateful for suitable itemstfos.
Maureen Wasp with helpers will be running they Stalland a toy
tombola. Does anyone want to run the lucky dip,aosimilar
entertaining stall?

Miss Martin’s cards will be on sale. Peter Brigrigill be organising
some games. Items for théandicraft Stall please give to Margaret
Dunn or Alma Hickmore. Brenda Rees wil be orgagsthe
refreshments and will be grateful for your support.

Thank you in advance for your help and support peeslly the
backroom boys!
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'‘Go on, say something', pleaded the fascinated
local lads in the playground at Buttsbury
Junior School, gathering round the newcomer
from the north, who spoke with a strange
Yorkshire accent they had never heard before.
And so 10-year old Peter Brierley whose
family had arrived post-war from Halifax had
to oblige. His parents with his uncle and aunt saded up their petrol
coupons to move to the South, to make a careergehiom their
textile-based work into agriculture and horticuutincle was a textile
designer, and took up work in London. They tookrav® orchard at
Stock Brook, and moved into a house in Norsey RBenin the orchard
they were able to send lorry loads of apples backdle in Halifax and
Leeds.

For Peter it was a change for the better. He heftsimoky atmosphere of
the industrial north with its grime covered stongldings, and the
dreary school building he had known, lacking arsidfior facilities for
games, or even a gymnasium. The Buttsbury Schtwr-with just 100
pupils and much smaller premises than now - hadge bpen field and
a much broader curriculum. For example the headesisi Miss
Corcoran was very musical and took the pupils bgchao festivals at
Southend, and afterwards there was even ice creaevéryone! And
the family house backed on to Norsey Woods, whake lLeyland, the
owner of the woods and other property in the tovamafactured palings
from the coppiced chestnut wood and there wereilantiree feet high

and six feet across. The family kept a pig (‘'Grdpted Peter took him
for walks in the woods, until the tearful day wheme animal was
slaughtered.

Peter duly won a scholarship to KEGS, where heisdudntil he was
17, and then transferred to Writtle Agricultural ll€ge with the
intention of taking over the family business. Heedisto travel to
Chelmsford on the bus with boys from Orchard Hos&e,up in Stock
by the West Ham Central Mission for boys from difft homes in the
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East End of London. This is how he first got to wnthe boys of the
house, and its work, which was later to play suldrge part in his life.
He also became involved in the youth work of then@egational
Church in Essex, serving as a local youth leadet,v@as also a member
of the Chelmsford and District and Essex Youth @isin

With the horticultural business in decline Petemtvéo the teacher
training college in Sawyers Hall Lane, Brentwoodjalfied as a

primary teacher, and taught for 23 years at Sunagn$zhool. Here he
had a special interest in the teaching of Mathgli§inand Science. But
parallel to this he became involved at Orchard Kolelping the boys
with craft work, and giving them extra tuition witbading. Nobody was
left unable to read. He didn't think of this as riwothe individual

attention he was able to give to the underprividelgeys gave him great
satisfaction.

There was only one paid member of staff there, \Warden (Fred

Beagles, known as Skip) and Peter became semergsi@dking over

total responsibility for the boys when the Wardeaswaway. The
Mission took more care over its boys than many lamnstitutions,

establishing links with local families who acted s@me substitute for
the broken homes they had come from. On leavingtission the boys

were guaranteed a job and somewhere to live, tegetlith a new

suitcase and a suit of clothes. Christian obses/aama values were
important, and Peter tells the story of a wonderiplto London, when

he took the boys to the funfair and the circus #mely finished up a
memorable day in a popular restaurant. As the Ipggpared to tuck into
their meal one of them called for silence round rdstaurant and all the
many surprised customers and Nippies witnessedayiag of grace.

The family had been permitted to build a house lba s$ite of the
orchard, as it was deemed necessary for the effiaied secure conduct
of the business, and it was named Lee Mount dfieedistrict in Halifax.
Although the orchard no longer produces applesét®, this is where he
still lives. When it was built there was very l&traffic on Stock Road,
the occasional doctor's or farmer's car, or perhdpes car of his
illustrious neighbour Lord Perry of Stock Harvaidenry Ford's right
hand man in Britain, who had set up Dagenham irthinges, and lived
in Lilystone Hall at the top of the hill.
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Peter became more and more engaged in Special Neacsing, even
when he retired from Sunnymede. For example he paokin a project
for eight-year olds in Hackney schools. He findsittlas youngsters
master the skill of reading they take on a muchem@anfident attitude
to life. He even had a serious complaint from m¢her that, whereas
before he could read her son was quiet and contplemw he was so
full of confidence and initiative that she didntidw how to control him
any more!

Orchard House closed in 1980, as the trend to riogtéen families
reduced the role of large institutions. However eéPetontinued his
interest in youth work. For several years he has lotosely involved in
the CTB's Schools Ministry, which currently has dggerating base in a
caravan in the grounds of Lee Mount.

He reflects on the youth club he ran at this chéocta while, and how it
brought young people into church life, some of whwetped with Junior
Church, and the discussions which developed atafrevening club.
Some of these former members are now going on iensity. 'It is no
good simply telling youngsters what they shouldevel, he says: ‘they
need to explore it. Sitting still for long periods not for them. They
have to challenge what they hear, they are idezliftey cannot be
manipulated, or if this happens, the results &edylito be short term.
They should be given responsibilities in their herrend not be spoon-
fed. The aim is to develop socially responsiblaltagd who are not
seduced by the all-consuming drive for materiaigbi’

Apart from his involvement with young people, Peterks hard in very
practical ways on other aspects of CTB's witheshartown, especialy
Barleylands and the annual Praise in the Park. él&a been known to
assist with the local clergy's fraternal (sornlipfeship) as an honorary,
non-ordained member. The former orchard is now #-egeipped
children's playground, which the Chernobyl childreamong others,
enjoy on their visits.

This month Peter celebrates a rather special laythdnd all his many
friends will be wishing him many more years of aetand enthusiastic
engagement in the many-sided Christian witness h& ¢hurch in
Billericay .
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When lbrahim spoke to us in July, inevitably hitk teontained much
that was sad and challenging, an eye-opener faetixno only get their
news from the British medial his is our side of the story' he said: 'our
difficulties, our problems, our harassments'.

Both May and Ibrahim can trace their roots backBeit Sahour, the
Shepherds' Fields part of Bethlehem, for 700 yeaa#i that time their
families were Christian. 'We were Christians befpoal. It is we who
exported Christianity to you and not vice versait Bhe numbers of
Christians in the Holy Land has decreased eveesi®d7, when many
were forced out of their homes in Palestine. "Weehlaved with our
Muslim neighbours for centuries and yes, nowadalisre are a few
tensions — but the key factor is the cruel, illegaghuman military
occupation under which we are living. In 10 or ¥ass' time, when you
visit the Holy Land, you may find only the deadrste of the empty
churches, not the living stones, the Palestinians@ans.’

The present Situation in Palestine

We Palestinians in the Occupied Territories areuildb million — 2.5
million on the West Bank and 1.5
million in Gaza. Since 1967, the
Israeli military has issued 1500
military orders, small pieces o

paper that manipulate the lives E

Palestinians like a puppet show
you can lose your house, your land, your life tigroa military order.

Today, there are 147 settlements- 'colonies’ eti@bword - for Jews on
the occupied Palestinian land of the West Bank Badt Jerusalem.
They contain 450,000 settlers. All such colonieg #dlegal under
international law. Many are on the hilltops: theopke of Bethlehem
used to have a hill, g—
lung, covered with[
trees. These trees ha
now all been cut dow
and replaced by a

March 1887
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ugly settlement, which is spreading ever furthewndhe hill slopes.
Israelis will tell you they bought this land, bublp 7% was actually
bought. The remaining 93% was confiscated from Cheistians and
Muslims to whom the hill belonged.

The Israelis have constructed a so called secbatyier. It is partly a
wall, 8 metres high, and in other places a 'feémgehot as you think of a
fence, a small division between neighbours. Iplenned to be 723
kilometres in length, three times as long as thedirB&/all and twice as
high. It is supposed to separate Israelis fromd®ialans but it makes
deep inroads into Palestinian land. Over a milioees have been
uprooted to construct it and over 250,000 of thargeolive trees. The
Palestinian farmer has always had a special raktip with his olive
trees — so you can see what it means when olies e targeted. Each
kilometre costs US$ 1.5 millionwill it bring any peace or security?
The answer is 'No'lt separates Palestinians from their orchardsy thei
farms, their schools, their hospitals and brothemfbrother.

Strangling Bethlehem

As a boy, | used to go by bicycle or on foot th&ildmetres from
Bethlehem to Jerusalem. In the darkest days ohitery of our land,
Bethlehem was never cut off from Jerusalem — tivn but today
Bethlehem is surrounded by the Wall, by large eetéht blocs and by
bypass roads, for the use of Jewish settlers only.

To go from Bethlehem to Jerusalem
today we Palestinians must pass
through a large checkpoint with
revolving doors. We give it a jokey
name- the “Chicken cleaner” - that
is the name of a machine that spins
round and takes feathers off
| chickens. Every time | go to meet a
group in Jerusalem, | have to pass
through it and show my permit; sometimes it is etb&nd | do not
arrive at all. When May and | travelled from Bedh®ur, Palestine to
Amman, Jordan before flying to England, it tookfosrteen hours for a
journey that used to take about an hour and alyakar. We had to
qgueue at five checkpoints till the Israeli militdet us through.
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Some of you have asked about Hamas. It's a fundalis¢ organisation
which wants this whole country to be Islamic, jast there are also
Jewish fundamentalist parties in the Israeli Pasiat who call for the
removal of all Palestinians from the Holy Land twdhn. | myself do
not want to see Israel destroyed, and the majooityPalestinians
denounce some aspects of Hamas. But since 199F palks have
accomplished nothing. Many more settler coloniegelzeen built and
Palestinian land has become ever more fragmenteddeBnas became
popular. In 2006 Palestinians held an electiont tivas 100%
democratic, and Hamas was elected. So you boytttéou condemn
Mugabe for not having a democratic election. Wed hmhe and you
didn't like that either. Why should the Gazans tdredPalestinian people
be punished for this?

We Palestinians are prepared to accept Israel &% @8 historic
Palestine, but the kind of state we are being dwmoleto accept is a
swiss-cheese map of disconnected bantustans. Thabk Bummit
initiative of 2002 offered Israel a Palestiniantstbving alongside Israel
in peace on the 1967 borders of the West Bank azhGtrip, but Israel
wouldn't accept it. We Palestinians are the wedk &f the equation.
Peace can only be made by the stronger side -llitnat come with
walls. It can only come with an end to this illegabl unjust occupation
of the Palestinian people and their land.

g1 " 15 1 I xy "

Remember us in your prayers — that is very irtgr

Come and visit us, and don't be put off by lsrae
propaganda that you will not be safe in BethlehHeran assure
you that you will be.

Inform yourselves — do not believe all your raethll
you. Dig much deeper.

Write to your MP or MEP and tell them what y ol
and ask them to change their government's policy.

Boycott Israeli goods, especially those labefien the
West Bank. | am not asking you to boycott Israebds for
ever, but just as long as the Occupation under twhie
Palestinians live continues.
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Many people remember the series of cartogns,
‘Love is...' They were often thoughf-
provoking, showing many different facets pf
love. Prayer is somehow seen as different| as

one-dimensional, something we put into a hox i \, at
certain times in our worship, or at particular &

times in our daily lives. Perhaps that is why * So
many people feel they are not good at pray in

the formal way. We should remember tH
Jesus showed his disciples that prayer was
just for specialists, but for all those ready
turn to God, in thanksgiving, in need and |i
penitence.

It does not need a special language or fixed wathlsigh those may
help us find the words we want to use. It is like yeast in the dough,
something whose power we are not always awareubfessential to the
bread of life. It can be the same in the lifetwé thurch.

For over a year, a few of us have been exploriegithys that praying
together can strengthen our life of faith and tsharing of concern for
one another. The Prayer Fellowship has been ngeetinthe first

Saturday of each month for half an hour from 9.ih with a cup of

coffee and a chat at the end. Do join us for afiant of this time if you
are able; requests for prayer are welcome.

Within our community and in the wider world, theeddor prayer is an
ongoing one. So if you, or someone you know, wdiklel someone to
pray with you or remember you at a specific timieape get in touch
with us. The prayer board in the Church vestilimiglso there for you
to place any prayer requests. Angela Christianigstat Dunn, Robin
Derbyshire and Ken Woods are among those who ateopthe Prayer
Fellowship.

Margaret Derbyshire (651689) and Pat Stockdale3(E)
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“Forget the image of woolly hats and boots”. Mnsn& McLaren from

the Ramblers Association told the Fellowship Grougune. Ramblers
can be from 9 months to 90 years. She herselepesf strong sandals
with good soles, but some walking groups insistooots. She showed
the lightweight bag that carried the essentialsdeg@e- a good map, a
compass, first aid equipment, a cagoule, a bottlsvater and good

sturdy poles, with shock absorbers at the end.eduipment should be
as strong but as lightweight as possible.

The Ramblers Association was founded in 1935, tlyems after the
Mass Trespass on Kinder Scout in Derbyshire. Cinéhe six brave

souls who led the Trespass was Benny Rothman. Aaidehat he had
once asked her what was the largest group sheedaahd she said 65
people. He reminisced about the occasion when dudd csee a

continuous stream of people going up hill and dalale as far as the
eye could see.

The Ramblers Association now has 19 groups in Es$exf them
founded by Anne. The organization has many achiemgs to its credit
through its campaigns to protect rights of way autess to the
countryside. In 1949, footpaths (right of way) wencluded on
Ordinance Survey maps. The 1968 Countryside Actaninéhat
signposts on the road indicated where those fobgpatere. The
detailed work by the Ramblers on footpaths knowthasBlue Book is
now an authoritative guide in the legal definitionseded in public
enquiries. Ahead lies the Marine Bill, giving agsdo all coastal areas.
Essex has the second longest coastline of any aufite bill is now in
draft, but if successful in the next Queen’s Spgetdwn a walk round the
whole coast should be possible in the future.

The Access to the Countryside Bill would not betba Statute Book
without the tireless work of many volunteers, wiavdaall helped in the
compilation of the Definitive Maps of footpaths ¢hddy the Highways
Agency. The Ramblers Association aims to presasvenuch of the
countryside as possible. Terry Foster is the aiféezer responsible for
the area affected by the proposed extension tes&dmirport.
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Most of all, the Ramblers Association promotes wagkthrough a
variety of groups covering long and short walks difiierent ability
levels. Walking brings many benefits — good esarchealth, friendship
and company, as well as seeing more of the bedittyea@ountryside.
The Ramblers Association produces books (Anne heew six
herself), maps and guides, DVDs, as well as spleati¢ts such as the
one about walking on restricted Ministry of Defehesd. More
information is atwvww.ramblers.org.uland
www.essexarearamblers.co.uk

PRAYING TOGETHER

We pray as individuals and we pray together, sgekirour restless
and over-materialistic world to find wholeness,seek peace and 10
find stillness in the presence of God. Two shodygrs express that
longing. The first comes from Sacred Space prayagwaork. The
second is from a little book published some yegoshy the Leprosy
Mission called 'Escaped as a bird"; in Japan apgrolileprosy
sufferers, including Nagata, found hope in theig€lan message gs
they struggled with their condition.

God is with me, but more, God is within me.

Let me dwell for a moment on God's life-giving peace

in my body, in my mind, in my heart,

as | sit here, right now.

My Lord in me has found a dwelling place

And | in Him. Oh, glorious boon to gain

To be His temple! Gladly will | face

In His great strength all bitterness and pain!
O Lord, teach us to know you as we continue oumjeyl and may wé¢

be your temples of faith, sharing your Gospel mgssath others in
quiet humility. Amen.
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When | was young, our church really did 'Harve#itwas not so much a
display of fruit and vegetables, but of the chaindacongregation's

stamina. Three services with a visiting preached, @ each of them we
17



sang 'We plough the fields and scatter." Thatildietan those times
remains, whilst the spiritual message of the ooctagias not been

remembered. Singing the Lord's praises at Harwest a cherished
tradition in our church.

The Harvest celebration so dear to churchgoersotsanspecifically

Christian festival. Harvest fits rather uneasilyoirour hymnbooks. In
'‘Congregational Praise' (CP) published in 1951, vekdr hymns form a
small group in a section towards the end of the yook entitled

Times and Seasons'. Here can be found the robgimgs so beloved
of my home church choir: ‘Come, ye thankful peamme’; 'Praise, O
praise, the Lord of Harvest' and others. We alexbid message of
thankfulness, of God's purposes and of a finaldsriitome as we sang.

Forty years later, the new hymnbook 'Rejoice and' $R & S) retained
'‘We plough the fields and scatter' for congregatiemen less familiar
with direct growing of food crops. The hymn apsearthe first part of
the book 'God the Creator' under the theme of siiaithe God of
Creation'. Between the publication of these twoksoa huge revolution
had taken place, not least in the fresh food cwpigh we think of as
our harvest, but now coming all the year round froamy different parts

of the world. As a society, we take for granted abendance of food —
thankfulness to God is not something many bothéhittk about.

The two books mirror different approaches to theldvand to faith. In
1951, CP revealed the thinking of the time in gst®n of hymns called
'Social and National' with sub-sections 'The lord gservice of man' and
'‘peace and brotherhood'. Here and there in the,libeke are echoes in
one or two hymns of the fading British Empire whidnove the
missionary spirit, but this is much less eviderdrttin its predecessor
'‘Congregational Hymnary'. R& S moved the hymns ehosto a
different era. The 'Gospel in the World' covers themes of 'Love in
action’; 'justice and peace’; healing and recaticlh' - a need for a
greater emphasis on a spiritual harvest as frditthe® Gospel, and a
sense that God's harvest is a worldwide inclushe o which all have
a right to share. This is also a message for our vciety too.

| believe that each generation needs a new hymhk tmahallenge it to
move forward, in proclaiming God's message thraamhg. (This might
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be an outrageous idea to many!) In our complicatedern world, we
understand more about 'harvest' than previous a@jgoies did. There is
not yet a Fairtrade hymn, but caring for those ateodisadvantaged and
powerless is part of the Gospel message and wgivaamoice to that.

There are hymns in our current hymnbook, 'Rejome%ing which give
us a searching understanding of the meaning oekaland its fruits — in
our own lives and in the world around us. One dugimn is 'For the
fruits of all creation' by the late and very resgddhy mn writer, F. Pratt
Green (R & S 42). It is a great hymn of thankfskkefor the fruits of
creation, for the just reward of labour and for tiavest of the spirit.
There is much to think about in its words:

.. “in our world-wide task of caring/for the huggand despairing,/ in
the harvests we are sharing,/God's will is donefqe 2)

... "For the harvests of the Spirit../for the worgdthat astound us/for the
truths that still confound us,/most of all that dolvad found us,/ thanks
be to God.”

May God grant to his world and to each one of haraest of his Spirit,
and that through this we may learn a song that nedch out to one
another in love.

The Messenger

Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the Ratassug
by Sunday 14 September 2008Articles are welcome. Plegse

speak to Robin Derbyshire at any time about any psal yol
have.

19



Saint Alive!

This new sculpture of Nelson Mandela
was spotted at the west door of
Salisbury cathedral, alongside a now
unidentifiable saint from another

century.

(re.
What did you think of your free July issue ‘&feform’ magazine?
Are you interested in subscribing for 2009? PldgisBianne know.
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