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A pattern of nails? What's this about then
(see page 17)

More Nativity
pictures on Page 8

A political party has
recently produced a poster
featuring a baby. So here's
ourversion

AT

Dad's nose
e,

Mum's eyes

God's love
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Nearly half of all men have lied about what they
have read to try to impress friends or potential
partners, according to a survey reported by the
BBC in November last year.* A poll of 1500
people undertaken on behalf of the National Year
of Reading Campaign found that they are most likelylie when it
makes them appear intellectual or romantic. Wonaer ¢hird of who
had lied abouttheir reading habits) thought men should have read
Nelson Mandela’s autobiography or Shakespeare. Manthe other
hand, would be most impressed by women not onlgimge&Shakespeare
but also news websites and song lyrics. Among geesathree quarters
of those interviewed were prepared to lie abouirtfeading habits,
particularly about social networking websites aodglyrics.

What would your choice be if, like one in five dfose polled you chose
to read a book whilst waiting for your date to \ariin the hope of
impressing him or her? Perhaps it would be a heawye on quantum
physics or a serious work by a prominent politleader. Maybe you
would be engrossed in the most recent Booker Rsimmer or “re-
reading” one of the classics of English literatihatever your choice,
my guess is that unless ydwnow it will go down well with the
particular person you are meeting you are unlikelpe reading a Bible
in order to impress.

Wouldn't it be fun (and possibly instructive) tonomission a poll of
1500 Christians and ask them under what circumetaticey have or
would be prepared to lie about their Bible readMfpuld a potential
partner swoon upon finding that a man was wellegiaLamentation®
Would you be impressed (or depressed) by discayerivoman well
acquainted with the letters of St Paul? Can yousege circumstances
in which you claim to have read all those Old Testat prophets, even
the ones whose names you can’'t quite rememberhimk might begin
with the letter Z'?



In conversations held in the three congregationsthis pastorate,
undertaken as an introduction to the URiSion4life process, many of
us agreed that we do not know or use the Biblealsas we might. One
intention for 2009 is that these issues will beradged during the course
of the year. Of course the responses of those ¢ olte behalf of the
National Year of Reading Campaign reflected squiakssure to claim to
have read something they have not. Christianspé&mechurch settings,
are more likely to be under pressure to deny ha@ad something from
the Bible, even if they have done so. In eitheeca®wever, reading or
making claims about reading in order to impressehdoes not do
justice to a book, biblical or otherwise. It shohanges the author, the
book’s subject and whatever or whoever inspiredAit.oook only
receives full value when we actually read it, op@the possibility that it
might influence the way we think, change the waysee the world and
make a difference in our lives.

Time to curl up with a (the?) good book. Trevor

The Revd. Janet Lees, a United Reformed Churclstainiwas part of a
group who have produced the stutRReligion, beliefs and parenting
practices for the Joseph Rowntree Foundation. Janet wasuctss to
the project in the Department of Sociological Segdat the University of
Sheffield.

This study considered the role of religious faittd aeligious practices
on the parenting of adolescents, which has beeegeated area of
research. It was based on focus group discussicshbols with young
people aged 13 to 15 from mainly Muslim and Chaist{Catholic and

Protestant) backgrounds in the City of Bradford] an separate focus
groups with (unrelated) parents from mainly Muslimdu or Christian

backgrounds.

A summary of the report can be viewed online at:
http ://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialpoji/2265.asp
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SUNDAY 1 11.00am All-age Sacrament of Holy
Communion, led by Revd John

Hickmore
Wednesday 4 7.45pm  Elders’ Meeting in the KathMemtin
Room
Thursday 5 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court
Saturday 7 9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the Kathlee

M artin Room, until 9.45am

SUNDAY 8 11.00am Morning Worship led by Mrs Beryl
Hunt

Thursday 12  2.30pm Fellowship Group meet in the
Mayflower Hall; Georgina Green to talk
about Valentines Mansion

SUNDAY 15 11.00am Sacrament of Holy Communion, led
by Revd Trevor Jamison

Sunday 15 5.00pm Afternoon Worship at Brentwood URC

to which we are invited — ‘Christianity
and other religions’

Thursday 19 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court

SUNDAY 22 11.00am Morning Worship led by Margaret
and Robin Derbyshire

Sunday 22 1.00pm Church Meetingin the Mayflottel



Peter Mcintosh, when he was Moderator of GeneraeAwbly at the
turn of the century, was often imploring us to ‘geal’. | reflected on
the difficulty of living as a Christian in the ‘reworld’ as | read the
interview with Jeremy Vine that is published instl¥ianuary’sReform

magazine. Whatever you think about Jeremy, we geglyssympathise
with his dilemma — as a radio interviewer he netulshe seen as
impartial as possible, and if he declares his faitblicly people will try

to see bias in his every utterance.

We all know — albeit in different ways — that ligims a Christian in the
real world poses many dilemmas and challenges.gAphis for me in
the Vision4Life initiatives — as approved at théhZBanuary Church
Meeting - is that there are many opportunities rigftecting on these
challenges.

The most obvious Vision4Life proposals that wilalenge us on life’s
realities are the suggestions for small group wdithe suggested topics
are formed around three of the ten commandmentsthsiin May,
‘remember to keep the Sabbath day holy’ — all alliteipriorities. Then
in July, ‘you must not make a carved image for pelir— attempts we
make to take control. In October, the subject ie fibt covet your
neighbour’'s household’ — coveting others’ possessio

And there will be other Vision4Life events that lwilto a greater or
lesser extent — encourage us to ‘get real'.

During Lent, Kate Hackett will lead us in weekly etiegs to study
Hosea These will stretch over a 5 week period in March.

Some after-church events are proposed. oh Rpril, we have our
chance to challenge a panel that will include oew rivioderator Paul
Whittle, in a Question Time session. In June weehavun-run through
the Bible (well, OK, it’'s not all about big chaliges!) In October we
return to our ‘real world’ with a session on whhetBible has to say
about a topical subject.



We hope that a light touch biblical flavour carodte very much part of
the Pastorate Social Event at the Mayflower Hallune, and that there
will be a biblical theme to the Pastorate Quiet ajthough both of

these depend on agreement by Brentwood and Ingagst

Our Church Weekend (see below) will have a them&arhembering
our Story using Vision4Life material for at least two sess.

And does this square with the vision that we appdom November? |
think it does. In the real world our church willeatually die without
growth. Growth in depth of faith as well as numargrowth. May we
dare to hope that the broad spectrum of eventsruhdeVision4 Life
banner will help a large number of people in oungregation and
beyond? Ken Woods

) * " %&&'
Please make a note in your diary of the weekend 2b September, the
date of the next church weekend. Our Ministerydreamison, will
lead us at Debden House, where we have stayetddast few years.
The theme of the weekend will be ‘Remembering Qary8 where we
will remember the traditions of our church and &®from the Bible,
including the use of Vision4Life material. You'klasked to sign up for
the Weekend later. M eanwhile for any more inforomafplease contact
Ken Woods.

We were pleased to welcome special visitors to semvice on 25
January as they listened to the worship led by K#ekett. They
included Susan Durber, Principal of Westminsterlggel Cambridge,
Sheila Maxey from Brentwood URC, and other friefrdsn Ingatestone
and Brentwood. Kate took as her theme the subjecbaation, on the
occasion of Vocation Sunday, teaching us that akkwcan be a
vocation. Playing for us at short notice, Simon Kau enlivened our
worship with own brand of hymn accompaniments. Afgeds visitors
and the regular congregation all thanked Kate éorstervice.



Kate prayed with us a special prayer in solidastigh the people of
Zimbabwe. At the same time this prayer was beirgglusy Methodist
and URC churches throughout the country. Pleasdlsgeprayer in
'Praying Together' (page 23). The picture on tloatfrcover, which
comes from Christian Aid, shows a Zimbabwe womaith whe little she

has for her cooking pot.

Our ARK group again produced a lively and slightiporthodox
Nativity Service before Christmas. A reminder iatpres below:
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It's over 20 years ago that Southend churches, titgh Crowstone
United Reformed Church taking a lead, opened tlghtNshelter in the
centre of Southend. Some people said there wasetwof it, as nobody
is homeless in Southend. How wrong they were! Tibdieg joined with

the Day Centre in Westcliffe, to provide a compnsine service for
those with nowhere to live in the Borough, and éfp lthem with all the
personal and day to day living problems they exgree. We do our bit
at Christmas by collecting food and clothing foe tBhelter, and then
somebody takes it down......

I must say when | first heard the word “Harp”, Inmediately thought of
angels! As Robin pulled up his car on a chilly Deber night in the
quiet street of square-bayed Victorian terracedshsuneither Angels
not Harps seemed much in evidence, although we alese to the rear
of M&S shopping paradise on Southend's main stredile were
delivering a carload of tins, packets, clothes giftd to what we know
as the Southend Night Shelter. The duty Warden], Meall capable-
looking young man said ‘food, oh good, we're rugrshort of food.' He
quickly organised three lean lads to help unloatistack our gifts in the
office, which had once been the house's downstarg room. Here
were noticeboards, cupboards, desks, computersagtwell as Neal's
assistant a calm slightly older lady, who pick@daibox of chocolate
biscuits from one of then cartons and rewarded belpers — all guests
of the Night Shelter, as it turned out. They wefftto make tea for
themselves and their mates. Neal talked to us abB@&RP, which |

learned stood for Homeless Action Resource Project.

The York Street Shelter, where we were, works injugaction with the
Drop-In Day Centre in Valkyrie Road, Westcliffe,damlso with a
medium stay hostellresidence in Westcliffe for ntkee who need
specialist help. The Valkyrie Road Day Centre des up to 50 hot
meals daily for folk who may not have eaten foresaldays. At this
centre are facilities for homeless people to shoarat obtain clean
clothes. Toiletries are available, and also wasimaghines and
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washing powder as well as dryers for anyone wistongse them. In a
secure segregated area the Centre provides a famdéibhe for young
and single parents families. HARP operates atstnic drugs” policy

Last year it provided 1700 food parcels to desgermtd hungry
homeless folk.

Many people become homeless because of family toeak of one
kind or another. Those suffering mental illness &gy vulnerable on
the streets and unable to cope in the day to dagtgns. An alarming
number of HARP's clients are now in the 16-26 agam At the Night

Shelter clients have to cook and clear up and dleararea\s they use.
HARP provides the only 24 hour service for the hies®in this part of
Essex. In the whole of Essex there are only thoeganizations
supplying 53 night service beds — 20 at HARP, 1@latimsford and 20
at Colchester. It is thought that Southend has fifth largest
homelessness problem in the entire UK. Neal tolthas one of his tasks
was helping homeless people to find a more permarlane to live, and
if possible some work. The Shelter continues tgpsupthem after they
have found somewhere to live, by providing themhwibod and
equipment as long as they need it, but of coursaith is to make them
independent. They are very keen to help clients imaining and a
future.

HARP works closely with the Local Authority, who Ipewith the
funding, but the Day Centre still relies heavily tme kindness and
generosity of local churches, schools trusts, gnakers, businesses and
individuals. Talking of individuals, one generousrgon had donated
Christmas dinner for all the guests at the Day f@entBecause of the
cutbacks in the last twelve months HARP has lo$ 3§ its basic
funding. As Robin and | said Goodnight and a Hafgjtyistmas to Neal
and his assistant, | was acutely aware of how heyalong with many
others | know, has been richly blessed. As wengo 2009, may we
remember all those less fortunate than oursehgesyedl as those who
work day in day out for HARP.

It's a much needed and ever expanding servicehviihéclocal authority
puts effort and resources into, but without thdiative of the local
churches, it wouldn't exist!
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Pat Stockdale
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'‘Church or chapel? It was an
unconventional question to a young man
being interviewed for a job in a
department store, and would not be
allowed these days, but fortunately Colin
Hunt gave the right answer. (In fact he
was to become a Methodist lay preacher
at the age of 16.) His intended boss, the depaittst®re owner, was
chapel himself, a WelsRongregationalisand ' | wouldn't have got the
job if I'd been "church™ says Colin. It was an@fae which took Colin
and Beryl straight back to the early post-war yeaarhe industrial and
coastal town of Barry, a few miles west of Cardifs they leafed
through a book of pictures of the town as it usetld, they reminisced
about growing up in Barry, the importance of theirches for them,
their family fortunes, and their schooldays.

One of Colin's grandfather had been a coal trimabehe docks, that is
to say, he descended into the hold of the shidevid out the heaps of
coal, in order to stabilise the cargo as it wasrpaun. It was heavy
work and as unhealthy as mining, as the flying chadt entered the
lungs. In retirement he was refused a special Boald pension, as the
content of his lungs was found to be only 73% chait, 2% under the
required 75%. Beryl's father had wanted to emtisthe RAF for war
work, but initially was turned down as medicallyfityuntil his country
became less picky, when he was accepted for rades. WZolin's father
served with the navy at Scapa Flow. Afterwards beked for the GPO
as a telephone surveyor who planned the locatiomewi lines of
telegraph poles.
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Colin passed the 11-plus for Barry Grammar Schoal @uly entered
what its headmaster regarded as the 'Eton of Watesidemically

highly ambitious, he elevated its A stream pupdsgteat importance,
and Colin felt that the others were neglected. dsthis feeling together
with increasing family financial problems which lemlhis

determination to leave school at 15 (you could ldat tin those days,
provided you had a job to go to). And so begariifieisn the retail trade.
It was at the age of 14, whilst still at schoohttColin and Beryl met.

Beryl had also passed the 11-plus for the Girlsn@nar School, almost
next door to the boys' school. The boys werempeeted to take any
notice of the girls as they passed the girl's skhaod were given ten
minutes to walk up the whole of the half mile '‘angen’ hill. Beryl's
account of her changing church loyalties paints theture of a
determined young lady with strong views on what sReected of a
church. The Baptists, where she started, spokbebible as 'the most
precious book in the world', and that 'one musgiet in church'. But
the preacher inflicted so much damage on the pufite by his
incessant thumping on it, and raised his voicecsdly in his fits of
hwyl (a Welsh term for an intense access of rheabemotion) that she
took herself off to the (high) Church in Wales. Shas enticed by the
attendance stamps which in due course earned poalka She was only
13 when she was made a class teacher, and mustatgwited herself
well, as the numbers in her class went up, whites¢hof other classes
were going down. But it ended in tears. There wasaanual Sunday
School excursion, for which the children paid. Th@metimes made a
profit, and the priest proposed that it shouldaattiurch funds. Not so,
said Beryl, that wasn't fair, it should be useddduce the cost of next
year's excursion, but hers was a lone voice. Onisisiue she departed
for the safe haven of the Methodist church, whesénGvas already a
member. There was also a lady in the pulpit, weikmed good to her.
Beryl stayed at school for her A levels, as shetegito train for social
work, but she wouldn't have been allowed to stag until she was 21,
and so had other work experience, including time ‘children's hotel' in
the Lake District. Then it was office work, whileolh was gaining
experience in the carpet department of the stasemdnager was strict,
but gave him a good training (Oh, and he was alag areacher, which
helped). He got an annual rise of five shillingezeek, and when they
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were due to marry, he was awarded an extra twosaqence with
which to maintain married life. After eight years left to work for the
BMK carpet company (you remember their adverts \whig little lamb
gambling above the carpet), with responsibility doer 400 retail outlets
in South Wales and nearby English counties, whigkant much
travelling. He had to ensure that his company'sdipebwas correctly
displayed, and dealt with complaints and weaviog$a

Marrying in 1962, by 1966 they registered their lwisith the local
authority to become foster parents. Clearly thehauty were
desperately short of fosterers, as even before theye officially
accepted Beryl got a phone call asking her immeliato take in three
young children whose parents were both on hospi&. haven't the
beds' she objected. 'Oh, we can let you have thase'the reply. And
so it was that when Colin returned from a long bess journey to West
Wales he found the first three young children ayegnstalled in their
home. It was their introduction to fostering, whinfought them several
short-term stayers, and later one six year oldrbegaermanent member
of the family, living side by side with their owhree boys for seventeen
years. He is still in touch with them and is regards a family member.

Recession affected the carpet trade in the segeraiel Colin took the
step of training in social work at University Caofe Cardiff. Even in
training he had memorable experiences, includinglaaement in St.
Pauls, Bristol during the riots. And there was &eotprobation work
placement at Bridgend, dreaded by other trainegstha supervising
officer was very strict. However he turned out dlsde a Methodist
Local Preacher, and Colin had no trouble with hiamrst thing on
Monday mornings, before discussing work, they whlkabout the
previous day's preaching. Colin decided to apphythe first probation
post available, which happened to be at Barkingdagenham. He got
it, and a woman officer, offered him temporary awowdation in her
house off Hanging Hill Lane, Brentwood, starting emhshe returned
from holiday. She didn't mention that the holidagsaher honeymoon,
so that he spent his first weeks in Essex feelva he was ‘playing
gooseberry’, as he put it. This same lady anthiir€iband were members
at Union Church, Hutton Mount, which was where €alind Beryl soon
transferred their membership.
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Colin worked for the probation service until higirement in 1996.

Soon after arriving in Dagenham, he was asked fwersise 'lifers'

(though Home Office guidelines discouraged newlp@pted officers

supervising murders quite so soon), Five years laebecame a Court
Liaison Officer at Snaresbrook Crown Court. Andviis as he was at
this time, traveling home from a meeting at anottieurch, that his
driver, Revd Michael Powell, himself a non-stipemgi minister,

enquired 'have you ever thought of training for ten-Stipendiary

Ministry?' Colin quickly took up this suggestion

This required academic training concluding with ioation to the full
status and duties of a minister. Over three yeal® Gpent one evening
a week, one weekend a month as well as summer Ischoo an
ecumenical course at Oak Hill College (Angdlicanputhgate. The
atmosphere was very friendly, although as the &RC member on the
course he felt that URC practices were not takenwssy. For example,
church history ended with the formation of the @huof England. The
voice of dissent had not been heard at Oak Hibrgef

However on ordination he commenced work as thecagominister at

Union church, and has now worked there with threesters, providing

the pastoral care during two interregnums. Whentbree pastorates —
Billericay, Brentwood and Ingatestone - became mgacdnion church

released him for work with us, and we have hadgreat benefit of his

worship leading over a number of years. Colin has axtended his
ministry to holding services for us at Hillhouseuttoand M ountnessing
Court, and he also takes weekday services at AydRdsidential Home,

Ingatestone.

Beryl continued as a very active lay preacher araléval in Essex, and
has subsequently successfully trained and orgafasgedreachers in the
former Southend District, and indeed in the East®ynod, as well as
taking many services for us. She is still activigerong support to lay
preachers over both the South East and South Vés&xpartnerships.

We owe much to this resourceful husband and wifengeship, both in
worship leading and for their friendly and willimyesence. We thank
God for their ministry to us which we trust willnue well into the

future.
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Alf died in November, after a time in hospital.
This tribute was paid to him at his funeral.

Alf's experience of serving with the 8th Army
during the Second World War, in the North
African Desert, and then in Italy, shaped the
rest of his life. He drew on his service
experience: the hardships, the dangers, the
discipline and above all the comradeship. He
would recount his memories to his friends, a
rich source of conversation and narrative.

What struck people, listening to him, was Alf'sragrdinary recall of
the names and details of those he served with,aaearwho obviously
remained very vivid memories to him.

After his active service ended, his loyalty and b@mmitment to

honouring the sacrifice of those he had served wathained with him.

He supported the British Legion, and was a famifigure selling

poppies at his pitch outside the old post officeha High Street. He
would attend Remembrance Parades at the Cenotaphiiehall, and in

later years he marched with his comrades-in-aorihé Billericay War

Memorial for the Remembrance Service, proudly wephis medals,
until quite recently when he was no longer stromgugh to keep pace.
He was a member of the group of Veterans in thentoviho meet

regularly, and who form a guard of honour today.

In civvy street Alf became an engineer, and worflked firm producing
agricultural machinery. He had a quick and capabied which served
him well in his work. He married Jessie and they ge home in
Langham Crescent. They were devoted to each athérwere known as
a great gardening partnership, growing wonderfigetables, that took
prizes at festivals. Between them they knew evengtabout gardening.
When finally Jessie fell ill, Alf visited her dailin hospital. Very sadly
she died there, and was buried at Great Burstead\Il#had instructed,
he was laid to rest with her.
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Alf had met Mary at the bus stop, on his way tolbspital, and in the
last phase of his life she was his friend and caorngra Alf's sight had
deteriorated. He was treated at Moorfield hosplbak they told him
there was nothing more they could do. Alf and Magpported each
other, and it was Mary who introduced Alf to thdideship of this
church, where he became a member by professioaitbfih 2000. Alf
was a very regular attender at Sunday worship, renavould stand
straight and tall for the hymns, even though sdwHycould not read to
sing the words. He was well loved by all of ushe tongregation, a real
gentleman, as everybody said.

That did not mean he had no voice for singing.he last months of his
life he spent much time in hospital. One day, wajkup the ward, he
serenaded the other patients in his beautiful v&igbat, you can sing as
well?', his visitor said, in surprise. '‘Oh, you Wddmow everything about

me' replied Alf, and went on singing. This was ajnwa moment, as he
struggled with ill health.

Alf often said that he felt fit enough to live t@ la hundred. His smart,
well groomed appearance and his upright walk spaikkis military
past, and of his good physical condition. He drebdis off year. In his
final days in hospital he experienced pain and wes&, but we are
thankful to have known such a brave, gallant andrwperson, and a
sincere friend to all who knew him.

We, here at the church, extend our deep sympathistoiece Lorraine
and her son Kevin, his family, who came over froamddla for the
funeral: and to his special friends, his long-timeighbour Charles
Pearson and Mary Krengel, who helped to prepars thibute. Thank
you to both of them.

“I haven’t the heart to
tell him he’s got the plan
upside down!”
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Our New Year's Party...
took the form of an old

fashioned Beetle Drive. Rules
were followed flexibly (whoever
heard of six to a table?). This is

not to say that Valerie Forde

was not a worthy winner of the

prize for the highest score!

Thanks to Margaret Hatchard

for organising it

little extra, Peter Brierley set us i
puzzle to build a construction d
nails which does not fall to pieces.
While some teams did not get very
far, one team impressively found an

answer.

Some of us looked particularly sharp
Dennis / Maurice

As

a

=

Looking very professorial,
Alan Lough inspects his own winning
solution.
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This Calendar is issued jointly each year by thetBa Union, the
Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church fowlises on
issues of social justice, with web links that céferoworship and other
resources. The Joint Public Issues Team hope #@ble will use the
Calendar to make a connection with their faith #owis on particular
issues as they feel is appropriate.

1-8 Feb. Poverty and Homelessness Action  Week
www.homelessness-Sunday .org.wkww.church-poverty.org.uk
8 Feb. Education Sundaywww.educationsunday.org

23 Feb- 8 Mar Fair Trade Fortnight www.fairtradg.ok

To mark the week of prayer for Christian unity, @thes together in
Billericay held a united service in Christ Churah 18" January,
attended by almost 150 people. Church leaders na@ghbers from
various churches in our town all shared in the mgssof coming
together to share the Christian Gospel not onlpugin working more
closely with one another but taking up the chaksngf discipleship and
mission outreach in our town. Rev. Paul Carr, teaar at Emmanuel
Church, outlined some ways in which St. Mary's C€huin the High
Street might be a focus for churches combiningrtihesources of
mission together.

Rev. Warner Pidgeon, though still not fully recaeem health, was able
to lead the service. Wililam Ruddle, one of thegital chaplains at

Basildon Hospital, talked of the care that Chrisdiacan give in being
able to listen to people in hospital; a ten weeaktng course is available
for anyone interested in joining in this work. Yees were led by Fr.
Stan Swift from St Mary’s Great Burstead, FathémnJMcGrath from

the Church of the Holy Redeemer and Robin Derbgsinam our own

church. There was a sense of warmth and committeetite ongoing

work of understanding and outreach. We pray thatcoming year will

see this develop grow.
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Since our last magazine was issued, we've heldnebeu of special
church services. On 3November, Advent Sunday, Linda Mead from
the URC's 'Commitment for Life' told us how CfL werwith Christian
Aid on projects. CfL has partners in Jamaica, Abvwee, Bangladesh
and the Palestinian Territories (PARC). A shoip ¢fom the DVD
'‘Bethlehem — Hidden from View' was shown.

Our former minister, John Hickmore, often brings @musual bit of
information to share with us. On™7ecember he explained how
seditious was the following sentence when it wasttem: “The
beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the soGod.” (Mark 1.1.)
Gospel was a Roman imperial proclamation and soGad was the
emperor's title. But this was a different gospene that stood up for
truth and justice and love.

On the following Sunday, the young people from ABKught a great
variety of candlesticks from home. Our ministeedar shared with
them the words of the first chapter of John abdw light of Jesus
Christ, saying that — like the different candleteofd — those who
followed this light come in all shapes and sizes...

$ 1 +# #
The desperate plight of the people of Zimbabwe Weastheme of a
special prayer offered in Methodist and UR churchreduding our own,
on 25 January. It was prefaced by a reading framats58:6-9.

God of power and truth
May your peace rest with the restless of Zimbamwe
May your love inspire the hearts of all those wrogland work
for justice.
May your healing touch the wounds of those sufteramd
bereaved
May your truth be spoken in dangerous places
May we not be idle in worship,
Praying, longing and searching for your Kingdom
In this broken world.
Amen
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We are indebted to all those who led our servibesh in worship and
music during the Christmas period. Carols werggsatnM ountnessing
Court, Hillhouse and Abbeyfield — a sharing witldesl friends of the
message and the music of Christmas. Our churcHullag families for

the Christmas Eve 'Christingle’ service. There waspecial moment
when the overhead lights were dimmed and the chwashlit up by all

the candles, held by young people and adults stgmdund in a circle.

Presents and giving were themes on the young psomiads during

December. At home and at school they were thinkingut how to

respond. 'What do you think Christmas is abouifright for us to give

presents and spend lots of money at Christmas, \Wiere are people
living in poverty elsewhere in the world? What douythink about all

the waste that is produced over the Christmas g2nhat is the best
kind of gift for you to give and receive at Chrigts”? The questions
above were posed in the 'Buttsbury Bulletin' preduby Buttsbury

Junior School, which some of our children atterd.our church, we all

shared in the greatest gift of all — Jesus Christ.

Christmas giving to help others included donatimnsnd to the HARP
shelter in Southend and Mountnessing Court. Speglkctions for the
Children's Society at the Christingle Service @hisg236. Special
offertories at other services were divided betw@&mistian Aid and
Shelter, who will each receive £220.
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This year two anniversaries will be marked for Gabarwin, the 200
anniversary of his birth and the fSaniversary of his book 'On the
Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selectiorl' tihese years later, it
seems that there is an irreconcilable divide betwtbe origins of life as
described in the Book of Genesis and the scieniifiderstanding of the
universe. People must choose — to take the wdgittf or the way of
rational and scientifically based reasoning. Ottsofundamentalists on
both sides would have us believe.

So where does that put Christian believers who fireinselves in the
middle of this debate? Firstly, we should rementbat the insights we
call 'truth’, whether they are faith-based or ddienare rarely absolute
ones. In the two centuries since Darwin was bscignce has brought
great benefits of technology and of medicine and hidtoric
interpretation about our planet. For some pediepurselves, science
has also brought great material benefits, unknawvaur grandparents —
whose lives were often harsh. Few people wouldtww@ando the gifts
of scientific knowledge that have come, even thowghmay feel great
concern about its application.

The young people in our church have grown up witierse, and as
many of us are aware, with very sophisticated teldgy. More than
one generation has been fascinated by dinosaursthesd fantastic
shapes and fascinating names. Ask a young childeif know what a
‘tyrannosaurus' was and many would be able toygvean answer. But
this kind of evolutionary understanding appearsdds with the belief
that everything that exists had its origin in spkects of creation by
God (or 'creationism’), as narrated so beautifnllthe Book of Genesis.
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Perhaps the clue to a different approach lies ineSis itself, with its
two different accounts of creation. If one belewwery word of the
first chapter of Genesis and God's creation purpdieng fulfilled in
seven days, then the historically earlier accoanthie second chapter
does not match this in all its details. For mampple, the creation story
in Genesis determines how they read the rest dBithle. It also looks to
outsiders and nonbelievers that people of faithpaepared to believe
nonsense — irrational rubbish, some of them wolaidc

| believe that the Bible is a wonderful book, butm&ed and often
contradictory one. Jews, Christians and Muslimbge 'cthildren of
Abraham'’, have drawn on some of the same Bible svtydtheir faith
traditions, seeing it as a Book in which the seéoclGod has enhanced
human understanding. The Bible contains the fund&shquestions that
people for thousands of years have asked in teegyr different societies
and are still asking today. Who are we as humamgband what is the
purpose of our existence here on earth? How déwedogether and
create a society that is wholesome? What is ostirdgion at the end of
our lives? Where do we find the hope and solaceotorjourney of
living?

Science cannot give us answers to these questlems.those who
journey in faith, the Bible can still be a 'livilpok’. For the Bible does
not give a scientifically 'historical' account, bam interpretative one.
The message of Genesis is that God is a creating fo his universe
among his people on earth. Evolution takes placeaal generation of
believers finds the truth of that for themselv®¥e are not 'fossilised' in
the past, but striving in an age of scientific Evaje to fulfil our

potential as people of faith in our own communidne undisputed fact
is that sometimes the 'miracles of modern sciem¢be hands of people
of faith can join hands in helping and healing pleaggnd in the pursuit
of justice.
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