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Trevor Jamison asks..

What sort of bread?

“1 am the bread d life. Whoeve comes to me
will neve be hungy.”
(John 6 35)

S0, if as he says, he is the bread of life what sort of breal is Jesus? In
other words, if you were asked to imagine Jesus as a loaf of bread what
sort would it be? There ae many posshble answers to that question and if
you come up with orethat | do nd mention nav please be sureto let me
know what | missed ou. For the moment, however, here ae four
suggestions for your consideration.

Let’s begin with the most popuar type of bread onthe supermarket shelf
— the diced loaf. This is presented to us, nealy padkaged, with
predicable, safe servings. It will not offend ou sense of taste (for it has
little or nore) and is easily digested, though containing littl e in the way
of nouishment. This is the Jesus of popuar Western European
imagination in ou day. Like the sliced loaf he is usually experienced as
white and urchallenging. He is reduced to the role of “good teader”,
with al the demanding bits abou his life removed; the messness
concerning his deah bleated away; and the dallenge presented by his
resurredion rever added to the redpe. In this undemanding form Jesus
enjoys an amazingly long shelf life. Nor is this Jesus absent from the
churches. Recently | sat in a meding in aroom in arecently refurbished
church. The walls were decorated with pictures relating to Victorian
misgonary work and a wuge of large images of the white, fair haired,
tastefully beaded Jesus surrounced by adoring children of different
races. It may be that these were hung on the wall as an ironic comment
on hav we used to perceve Jesus but I'm not confident that this is the
cese.



The United Reformed Church Jesus (in as much as the URC agrees on
anything) is, of course, the wholemed loaf. This brownish Jesus, more
appeding to the right-thinking middle

classes than any other group, is certainly nourishing. For some reason
the whoemed Jesus remains a minority taste, possbly becaise
whaemed, whilst it is perceved to be nourishing is sldom regarded as
exciting, a duty rather than a delight. Both society and church would do
well to remember a third passhility — the matzo breal Jesus. If you are
ever in Amsterdam and visit the brilli ant Jewish Museum then making
matzo bread is one of the diildren’s adivities on dfer there. In ather
words we dl do well to remember that Jesus was a Jew, na a Christian
(aChristian is afoll ower of Christ) and therefore be reminded that he is
naot just like us Western European Gentil es.

This diff erence paints us towards the fourth and final type of bread that
might represent Jesus — a nonexistent bread. To be like Jesus this bread
must be popuar amongst those who consume it, nouishing yet exciting
at the same time, Jewish brea that sustains Gentiles as well. Whatever
bread appeds to us for everyday eding, whatever breal is placel upon
our communion table, it can help us to remember Jesus, to experience
Jesus' presence in the here and now. They are dl helpful signpacsts and
experiences of Jesus though nore tells the whaole story. The wonder is
that when we share bread and wine in worship they can bemme the
vehicle through which we enter into the presence of God as we
remember Jesus.

And as for what sort of wine Jesuswould be ...
Trevor
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SUNDAY 1 11.00an All-age Sacrament of Holy
Communion, led by Revd Trevor
Jamison

7.30pn  Lent Study Groupmedsin the Kathleen
Martin Room
Hosea led by Ms Kate Hadkett

Wednesday 4  7.45pn Elders Medinginthe Kathleen Martin

Tuesday

w

Room
Thursday 5 11.0Gm Worship at Hill house Court
Friday 6 10.0am Women'sWorld Day of Prayer

at Gred Burstead Parish Church

Saturday 7 9.1%m Prayer Fellowship in the Kathleen
Martin Room, urtil 9.4%m

Saturday 7 10.3am Eastern Synodmeds at Braintree

SUNDAY 8 11.00an Morning Worship led by MsKate
Hackett

Tuesday 10 7.30pn Lent Study Groupmedsin the Kathleen
Martin Room
Hosea led by Ms Kate Hadkett

Wednesday 11 2.30pn House Groupmedsat LeeMourt
(to 4.00pn) All welcome

Thursday 12 2.30pn Felowship Groupmed inthe
Mayflower Hall; Keith Lovell:
History throughthe sea sharty

SUNDAY 15 11.00an Sacrament of Holy Communion, led
by Revd John Hickmore
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AfternoonWorship at Brentwood URC,
to which we aeinvited —* Christianity
andthe Bible

Lent Study Groupmedsin the Kathleen
Martin Room
Hosea led by Ms Kate Hadkett

Worship at Hill house Court

Morning Worship on Mothering
Sunday, led by MsKate Hackett and
ARK

Lent Study Groupmedsin the Kathleen
Martin Room
Hosea led by Ms Kate Hadkett

Charities Table Sale (to 12.00 nooh

Morning Worship led by Revd Trevor
Jamison

Annual Church Meding in the
Mayflower Hall, plus talk by Revd John
Hickmore oniInda

Lent Study Groupmedsin the
Mayflower Hall
Hosea led by Ms Kate Hadkett

‘... you know you said ‘we shoud giveup something

for Lent’ ... well I’ vegiven up wsing the mower’ ....
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A Programmethat'sinspirational and
about transforming Lives

One of my childhoodmemoriesis of tripsinto Leicester city centre to do
shoppng. The memories are abit seledive, of course — buying apples at
the market stall where my grandfather used to serve on a Saturday,
buying my first foatball boas, buying sweds at Woolworths. | haven't
been to Leicester market for yeas and I've long since hung up my
football boas (I get out of breah walking to the ground at White Hart
Lane!)

But cdling in a Wodlies has been part of our lives in Bill ericay. Even
after a few weeks of no longer having a Woadworths, we find ouselves
still thinking ‘we'll just popinto Wodlies.” Its planned re-emergence &
an online store will definitely not be the same. It felt like the High
Stred store had been there forever (athough it was not as old as the 700
yeas clamed for Leicester market).

Of coursg, it is only one of many things in ou lives that have now
disappeaed. One of the more significant things that have passed away,
with many of us oldies not redly noticing, was articulated in a book
cdled Resident Aliens. The authors of this book pant out that sometime
in the second Helf of the 190G the dominant culture of Christianity in
the life of this courtry fell away. They arbitrarily suggest that 1963 was
the yea, becaise that would be exadly 1,650yeas snce Constantine
dedared Christianity to be the official religion d the Roman Empire.

Whether the reduced influence of the Church in the life of the nationis
good a bad for us as Christians is not redly the point. And the dedine
in church attendance here seems to be more than matched by growth in
Africa and the Far East.

To me, the significance of the vision agreed by our 9" November
Church Meding is that we ae fadng up to the dalenge of what God
wants us to doin this new situation. Not to give up on ou focus for
worshipping God and respondng to the needs of God's credion. In fad
just the oppasite — to make our worship as inspirational as possble, and
to strengthen ou concern for poverty, hardship and injustice



We won't aways match upwith these ideds — sometimes neading God' s
forgivenesswhen we fail big time— bu we surely need the vision?

Sheila Maxey — when she was Moderator of General Assembly —
suggested that churches that have beamme too we&k to continue shoud
be given ‘hospice type suppat to close with dgnity. But she wasn't
talking abou churches like the threein our pastorate, which are strong
enough to do something abou things. Strong enough to promote growth
withou saaificing their integrity. Promoting growth by welcoming. And
by helping everyoneto fed part of the spiritua pil grimage.

Our vision statement does not include the words *study’ or ‘programme’.
VisiondLife has objedives that go far beyond those of a study
programme; nothing less than transforming lives. Small groups — more
can be written about smal groups after the 22" February Church
Meding - can help everyone to fed part of the spiritual pilgrimage. |
pray that God will help us to keep the vision in front of us during these
coming yeas. Ken Woods

Church Weekend 25 - 27 September 2009
Enclosed with this month’s magazine is your copy of the Church
Weekend bookng form, to be returned by 3 May for those interested.

Charity Table Sale Saturday 28 March 9.30 am to 12 noon
Plesse come dong to the Charity Table Sale and suppat locd and
national charities. Our church is having a table selling cakes and
preserves to raise money for Schods Ministry in Bill ericay. If you can
help by baking cakes, have anything we could sell, or would like to help
onthe stall, please mntad Margaret Dunn

Mountnessing Court

On Easter Sunday, 12 April 2009,we ae hading an Easter Service d
2.45 pn a Mounnessng Court. Colin Hunt will | ea the service, bu
we neead your suppat to come dong to sing and sociali se with the people
who live & Mountnessng Court. Last yea we took flowers from the
Easter Display, which were much appredated, and we plan to do the
same on this occasion. In addition | am buying some small Easter Eggs
with money from the Communion Fundto take with us. A list will be on
the vestibule table neaer the time for anyone needing alift.
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Fairtrade News ,during Fairtrade Fortnight
23 February-7 March)

There will be aCoffee Morning in St Mary's in the
High Street on Saturday March 7" from 10am- 12.30pn. On display will
be the designs and the winning entries for the tote bag competition. Do
cdl infor coffeeif you are in the town onthat morning.

On Saturday 14™ March there will be adisplay of Fair Trade dothes at
Christ Church Cheimsford from 7pm-9.30pmn. Many Fair Trade items
will be available to buy so please go dong and suppat Radchel Hewings
(also remembered as Radchel Yourg!) and friends who have organised
this event.

As you remember our World Focus Group are drawing our attention to
India & the moment (ealier we welcomed Emma Grant from Christian
Aid to spe&k to uws). When essntia
business at our Annual Church Meding
isover on 31March, Rev JohnHickmore
will spe& to us from his gudy of Indian
religions, under the provisiona title
'What the rdigions of India can teach
Christianity'. We think you will find hs
talk of gred interest.

Income for the Communion Fund

comes from the retiring colledions after a Communion Service on
Sunday morning. The accumulated income is available to assst
members and friends in nedal, at the discretion o the Minister and o
course handed in confidence In addtion, reals outside the
congregation are goproved by the Elders or Church Meding from time to
time.

Recent cdls onthe Communion Fund have severely depleted the anourt
avallable to provide awy newly required asgstance You are therefore
asked to be espedally generous in the retiring colledions over the next
few months, plesse. Thank You.
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A Church in Leipzig witnessed two Crucial Events
...and Bach's St John Passion in Brentwood Cathedral

On a memorable day, 9 October 1989, the
church o St Nichdas in Leipzig was very
full. Curiously not al of those present were
members of its norma congregation, for
half were members of the East German
communist party who hed been ordered
there to courter the dfeds of the peace
prayers which had been held there for
several months. But what had nd been
considered was that the party members
would be exposed, some for the first time,
to the Christian gospel and its impad.
Where dse would they hea: 'Love your
enemies, instead o ‘down with your
opporents? The pastor reports that the
prayers for peacetook dacein untelievable

cdm and concentration. Before the bishop gave his blessng, an apped
for nonviolence by Kurt Masur, conduwctor of the dty's world famous
orchestrawas read ou. The 2,000 ople learing the church were met by
hundeds of thousands outside, waiting with candles in their hands. Two
hands are neaded to carry and poted a candle, so you canna at the same

time cary stones or sticks.

The mirade
happened. Jesus's
spirit of nonviolence
seized the masses and
becane a materid,
peacéul power. The
troops and pdice
were drawn in,
becane elgaged in

conversation and then withdrew. A member of the ceitra committee of
the communist party said before his deah: “We had planned everything.
We were prepared for everything. But not for candes and prayers.”
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This was a turning point in the struggle of the popuation d the East
German Repullic against the coommunist regime, which culminated very
soon after with the fall of the Berlin wall. And its inspiration was the
painting of the angel of peace howe the dtar: it had been there for two
hunded yeas, though the atist and the church fathers who hed caused it
to be put there, surely had never anticipated its crucial role in the events
of the late twentieth century.

St Nichalas church was founded in about 1165
and had served Protestant worshippers snce
1539, when the Reformation came to Leipzig.
The highlight of its musicd life was when,
having failed to appant any of three other
distinguished musicians to be its Cantor, the
choice of the wurxcillors choce fell on a
catain Johann Sebastian Badh. One of the
courxill ors remarked that since the best man
coud na be got, they must make the best of a
mediocrity!

12



Bad had aready held ather church pasts, and was a prolific compaoser.
But in the next few yeas he mmposed his two grea Passons, the John
and the Matthew Passon, which receved their first performances on
Good Fridays in the St Nichdas church. The @ncept of a musicd
Pasgon rerrative has a cetain similarity with a mirade play in York or
Chester, or indeal the Passon day at Oberammergau, namely that it was
intended na primarily for the entertainment and enjoyment of the
listeners, bu to inform and move them abou the gospel narrative. It
belongs in a church, rather than in a wncet hal. In fad a sermon was
intended to be delivered between the two perts of the St JohnPasson.

Wi, this is a bit of a commercia, as I'm among the singers who are
preparing to perform the St John Passon in Brentwood Cathedral on 21
March. The narrative is drawn from John chapters 18-19. The words
are set to immensely dramatic music, appropriate to the text, for example
words of the aowd: 'Not this man, bu Barabbas, 'Crucify him', 'We
have no king but Caesar'. There ae powerful meditative melting arias
from four soloists. (I was brought up ona record o Kathleen Ferrier
singing ‘All i s fulfill ed’, and can ony hope the soloist at our concert can
be half asinspired as e was.) Then there ae the dhorales, commenting
on the adion from the point of view of the listener, and inviting us to
seach ou consciences asto hav we regard the deah of our Lord.

The link between the end o the cmmmunist regime in 1989and the St
John Passon is firstly the venerable dhurch itself - the church of St
Nichadlas. It is further a leson in the Christian message that peace ad
reconciliation is a stly business aways costly for somebody, and
abowve dl for God who sent his Son, bu that in the fina resort, non
violence is gronger than force How does this lesoon apply to the
intradable conflicts in the world today?

Robin Derbyshire

PS Youcan ¢t tickds for this concert from Margaret Dunn o from
me!
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Proud to be British
Brian Porter sees Fidel receives her Citizenship

My wife, Fidel, was pleased to be invited to a Citizenship Ceremony
held on 18" February. Essex Courty Courcil was the host, the ceemony
taking place in the impressve Courcil Chamber at Courty Hall,
Chelmsford. There were @ou 30 dher invitees with their guests; they
were dl tucking in to the refreshments when we arived.

The ceemony was quite agrand affair, with speedes by Lord Petre,
Lord Lieutenant of Essex, and Rodrey Bass Vice Chairman of Essex
Cournty Courxil. They welcomed the guests and gave a brief potted
history of Essex. Lord Petre stressed the importance of voluntary work
within the community and hoped that some of thase present would take
it on baard.

All applicants had
to swea an Oath
of Allegiance to
the Queen and
make a pledge of
Loydty to the
United Kingdom

The Certificaes of
naturali sation were
presented by Lord
Petre and the event
closed with a
rousing rendition
of the Nationa
Anthem.

The day marked an important milestone for Fidel. From the initial visa
applicaion to the British High Commisson in The Gambia, it had taken
6 yeas to aquire British Citizenship. “Now | must myself get a British
Pasgport”, said Fidel. And the next day she was badk helping to run a
BUPA care home.
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The Excluded: Lepers in Old and New Testaments
Trevor Jamison's Sermon on 2Kings 5: 1-14, and Mark 1: 40-45

What do you think is worse for
aleper: to suffer the disease or
to have other people think you
have this condtion? This
guestion was equally
appliceble to mighty military
commanders like Namaan and
to humbler people such as the
man who met Jesus. And
ancther question: What do you
think is worse for those who
know the leper: the knowledge
that he might passthe disease
onto you, a the socia fea that drives a leper away from family, away
from home, away from synagogue and away from the loca community?
Once deamed to be unclean, social exclusion followed. You would have
to live in a community of outcasts, ouside the town's boundxry, and
dependent on charity for your existence

Now we may like to say we dont do that sort of thing today. For one
thing the dance of us meding somebody suffering from leprosy is
pretty remote in the 21% century in Western Europe. Yet, for some,
socia exclusion is hardly a million miles away. Schod bullying can
target a yourgster, who is deamed, for reasons no-one finds clea, to be
unaccetable to the group. In the 198Gs the paralel between hiblicd
leprosy and the advent of AIDS was driking. And we mustn't think that
modern perallels are restricted to medicd condtions. There ae social
groups who are deemed to merit exclusion from what we cdl the main
strean. In the 199Gs a wmbination d conflicts around the world and
greder accessto travel brought to us a greder flow of asylum seekers.
Prejudices have broadened espedally against those whase skin is bladk
and their religion Muslim, and against migrant workers, that is people
we dorit want living anywhere nea us, bu we want to turn up at a
moment’s natice to fix our plumbing or to staff our cae homes and
hospitals.
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In Jesus time & least there were formal rules for dedaring someone
clean. You went to the priest who examined you and could pronource
you well and ready for reintegration into your community and your
family. In the gospel story the leper is made dean in a new way. Jesus,
moved to anger, stretched out his hand touched hm and said 'be dean'.
Once ajan there ae modern paralels. You remember the impad of
Diana Princess of Wales dhaking hands with people who were lying in
hospital suffering with AIDS. Think o the impad of Live Aid and
Comic Relief in bulding pubdic avarenessof questions of world hurger
and world development. In taking such adion cdebrities, esentialy
seallar figures, perform the work of Jesus in ou day as effedively, or
more dfedively, than many an avowedly Christian congregation. Which
does nat let us off our obligation, as followers of Jesus, to talk abou the
things which Jesus sid and, as far as is in ou power, to do the
equivaent of things which Jesus did, to pulbicly touch the untouchable
andto dedarethat heor sheisclean asfar aswe ae mncened.

Of course Jesus in his day was perceived to be asinner becaise he
flouted the formal rules and was faced with the challenge 'physician hed
thyself'. And given ou human faili ngs there ae times when Christians
neal to be heded, as much as any other individual sinner or institution.
For sure we Christians gruggle with ou own fedings and shortcomings
which can dsheaten and even lead us to despair when we seethe gulf
that exists between ou aspirationsto be Christ's followers and the redity
of the ways in which we missthe mark, and transgress the rules which
we have set for ourselves. Memories, adions, attitudes of which we ae
ashamed make us fed unworthy, and yet we know that these things
canna be mmpletely hidden because they are never hidden from the
knowledge of God. Yet the biblicd stories nat only challenge us to do
better but are dso good rews concerning thaose times when we fail to do
as well as we shoud and fed ourselves to be fallures even urto the
point of despair.

At that sort of moment we find ouselvesin the position d Namaan, and
of his unnramed counterpart who approaches Jesus. The world, whatever
its riches did nahing for them. But both of them experienced heding
and joy from meding a man of God who suppied them with the heding
that they required, redeemed them from illness and loneliness and
transferred them into a situation d cdebration and accetance by others.
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Namaan's experience of heding is good rews. And the experience of the
leper in the New Testament is better news 4ill. The prophet Elisha was
God's representative, and his heding work was dore in the name of God
and approved by Him. In the gospel story however God nd only
approved o this heding work, but was involved in it. It is Jesus, God's
beloved son, who pronources the man to be dean. God is not only
concerned that we read ou to ahers in their difficulties, bu also, as
Jesus demonstrates here, God reades out in love to ead ore of us. God
dedares that there is no twinge of conscience, no desperate worry over
personal failure, notendency to despair that can separate us from God's
love. In Jesus God cedared that we ae dl, every one of us, made dean
by God. All are made worthy of entry into God's presence and in Jesus
God nav encourages us to respondwith love and opennessto all people.

Who really cares?
Peter Brierley says y oung p eople must be valued
as they are

Many yourg people and vunerable aults
must fed as if systems and povisions
within society, which are there to ass<t, are
faili ng or even making matters worse.

After 35 yeas in speda-neals educaion
and with the authority of four organisations
giving me powers over and abowe the
standard, | have witnesed oustanding
success as well as abysmal failure. Yourg
people need to be valued just as they are; to
be treded with resped and given dgnity and then to be given an all—
roundeducaion to develop to the full their persondliti es and their skill s.
This, in Church-sped&, means faith, hoge adlove.

Disregard of these responrsihiliti es by parents, society and schodsiis fast
bewmming endemic in cetain quarters which are resporsible for
providing a complete cae padkage. Government departments have
protraded systems with rules galore, which are of greaer importance
than the yourg person. Television, computer games and the internet
provide ‘redity shows where contestants are ridiculed or dismissed as
fallures.
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Dramas are shown depicting ‘true to life' events of a hideous nature and
interadive games promote Kkilling, violent attacks (espedaly upon
women) with destruction and theft. Activities such as these numb the
brain and deaden empathy, espedaly towards the more vulnerable.
Selfishnessand short—termism are the mantras of many.

If sound uplinging has a positive dfed upon the young then it is
fodish in the extreme to suggest that the pandering to the base nature
can have littl e or noinfluence

Trevor drops in on Phoenix Radio

Paul Brooks, host of the new talk and music show, 'Proverbs 98,0n Phoenix
FM radio recently welcomed Trevor as his guest on his Wednesday evening
show. They talked abou the United Reformed Church and its community
adivities, abou Lent, and pancakes , and Trevor spoke aou religion keing
bad in the news, for the right (and sometimes for the wrong) reasons, and hav
knowing areligionisto liveit; 'Taste and seethat the Lord is good.

Paul presents the show live every Wednesday evening at 7pm until 8pm on
98FM or online a www.phaenixfm.com. Phoenix Radio serves
Brentwood and Bill ericay.

The show interviews leaders of diff erent churches ead week . Youcan
hea Trevor'sinterview on http://www.phoenixfm.com/proverbs98.php.
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'Valentines?' said Kathleen Martin: 'Oh, yes, we used to gothere from
Leytonstone, for a swim in the pod. It was two long walks and a

tuppenny bus.’

Valentines Mansion, lIford, is reopening!

Vaentines Mansionin lIford was built over 300yeas ago, when it stood
in open courntryside.  Mrs. Georgina Green came to spe&k abou
Valentines to the Fellowship Group on 12' February - just a few hours
before the house and gardens were to be officialy reopened to the
pulic, after mgor refurbishment work. The original estate & Valentines
was on an important road junction in mediaeval times for travell ers from
the wedthy abbey and town o Barking.

A new brick howse, Valentines, was built around 1696for Elizabeth,
widow of John Till otson, the Archbishop d Canterbury. When he was
appanted Archbishop,the king is said to have given an undertaking that
Eli zabeth Till otson shoud be granted some money in the event of her
husbands deah. Vaentines is thought to come from a locd family
name — two neaby properties, ore of them a simple farmhouse, were
originaly given this name. An avenue of yew trees in the grounds is
known as 'the Bishops walk' but the identity of the Bishopisn't known...

Over the yeas, Valentines had a number of changes of ownership. After
Eli zabeth Till otson's de&h, the house was bought by George Finch o St.
Helen's Bishopsgate, in the daty of London. His main family house was
at Grea St. Helen's, but he wanted a summer house in the courtry for his
family to enjoy. Heisremembered locdly as a dharitable man.

A later owner was the aty
merchant and hanker, Robert
Surman, who bowght the estate
in 1724 and creaed the walled
gardens, the dovewte ad the
grottoes, as well as the canal.
Robert had a  wlourful
badkground. His uncle Robert
Knight helped found the South
SeaCompany in 171l1lasariva
to the Bank of England. Nephew
Robert Surman worked with hm and bdh becane very wedthy.
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The company originally traded in South America bu after five yeas it
began to trade frauduently in stocks and shares. With the ollapse of
the 'South SeaBubhbl€, Robert Knight fled abroad, taking with hm the
'‘Green Book. This would have implicaed government ministers and
royalty (the King was Governor of the Company). Robert Surnam was
sent to Newgate and lost most of his properties, but was all owed to keegp
£5,000.With that money he bought Valentines and lived there for 30
yeas.

Inthe 1760s alater owner of Valentines, Sir Charles Raymond spent part
of his fortune renovating the houwse ad giving it its Georgian
appeaance Charles Raymond came from a Devon family and entered
the family shipping business The East India Company provided
lucrative oppatunities and Charles rose rapidly to beaome ship's captain
a the age of 22. After 4 voyages, he was able to retire with a
considerable anourt of money. He ontinued to buld ships and to
employ other people to take out goods to the Far East and kring back
valuables, which could be sold for grea profit. He becane a grea
colledor of ‘curiosities, including exotic animas which formed a
menagerie. He had a dinner service made of fine China porcdain, with
his own arms. He founded the Sun Insurance Company and left
£150,000(he was a multi-milli onaire in today's terms).

The last owner of Vaentines, Sarah Ingleby died in 1906 she had
inherited it from her uncle and aunt. The locd courcil, Redbridge,
aqquired the housein 1912. By then it was surrounced by rapid howsing
development, growing alongside the railway. A number of people
remembered the park where aicket used to be played in the summer
months. The house was put to a variety of uses last century but in 1998
- after remaining empty for anumber of yeas— it was put on the ‘At risk’
register by English Heritage. A Trust was formed to save it, and then a
very adive Friends of Valentines group. A programme of events is
being organised for educational and community enjoyment.

The Fellowship Group panto visit Valentines on Wednesday, 13" May.
(For more abou Valentines, seewww.val entinesmansion.com).
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During morning worship on Sunday, 15" February, Trevor spoke @out
Jesus heding lepers. He then went on to tell the story of Wellesley
Bail ey and the remarkable way in which he was led to foundthe Leprosy
Misgon in the nineteenth century. The work continues today in many
courtries throughou the world. Kenton Church then told us that Tina
had a nursing friend who would shortly be going out to Africa and was
planning to colled small tins of vaseline to ease the sore places of
patients aff eded by leprosy.

Climate Crunch
the richer we are, the higher our Carbon Emissions

Income per head Annual carbon
Us$ emissions per head
United States 41,890 20.6 tonnes
United Kingdom 33,328 9.8 tonnes
Bangladesh 2,053 0.3 tonnes
Senegal 1,792 0.4 tonnes

The poorest countries are already suffering from
climate extremes

The UK must reduce its carbon emissions by 40%
by 2020.

that's just a start, by 2050 our carbon emissions
must reduce by 80%

Christian Aid continues to campaign
for realities and rights for the world's poor.
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This month's prayer meditation comes from 'Commitment for Lif€,
where the United Reformed Church works with Christian Aid to suppat
world development.

Lord, What have we learned in 2009 years?

We have learned how to kill each other quicker and from further
away.

We have learned different ways to enslave and subjugate other
nations.

We have learned new ways to torture mind and body.

We have learned that money is more important to humanity than
humanity.

Is that all, is that it?

Praise you Lord, that's not all.

You have taught us how to dig wells in deserts and distribute food
from airplanes.

You have taught us that talking with our enemies can stop them
being our enemies.

You have taught us how to change the minds of governments and
leaders without violence,

You teach me to live for You here and now,

And trust that You will make the ripples express Your love.

For Jesus' sake.

Amen

38% ,&,668(6 &$/( 1' $5
239 February-8 March Fair Trade Fortnight (www.fairtrade.org.uk)
1 March Tea Fund Sunday (www.teafund.aq)
6 March Women's World Day of Prayer (www.wwwdp-natcomm.org)

The Messenger
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the April issue by
Sunday 15March 2009 Articles are welcome. Please spe&k
to Robin Derbyshire & any time &ou any propcsal you have.
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ENDPIECE - by a member of the congregation

Preparing for Easter is more than

a bit of Spring Cleaning

Sixty yeas ago or more, spring cleaiing was a red event. The big
capet squares were taken ou and hurg onthe line; the dust flew into the
air as women (and it was women!) plied the wicker beders rhythmicadly
along theline. After along winter where smoke and soct from coal fires
had infiltrated every fold of the airtains, they were taken dowvn and
washed. When Easter came, springtime and its attendant spring cleaning
rituals was well under way. The house was clean and fresh as the spring
sunlight poured into it. Spring cleaning was written into the rhythm of
the yea as the Christian season o Lent advanced. Cleanliness and
godinesswere still li nked in the minds of some people.

Thankfully, we have moved on from beding carpets on lines. But in
doing so, ou society has abandored any red understanding of the weeks
of Lent as preparation for the grea moment of joy at Easter — apart from
a half-heated feding that it would be good,for our waistlines if nothing
else, to give up chocolates during the weeks of Lent.

Yet, the Gospel of Jesus is abou getting ready — abou being prepared
for the moment when the glory of God will breg through into ou
world. The fodish young women were caight napping, na ready for
the important moment when the bridegroom came (Matthew 25). Later
in the same capter of Matthew, Jesus tells how some of thase who
thought they were ready, bu did nd do hs work, had excluded
themselves from the Kingdom. They failed to recognise his presencein
their world. It was thase who quetly went on dang the work of feeding
the hurngry, clothing the naked, visiting the prisoners - withou cdling
out 'Lord, lord' to draw attention to their good ceeds — who shared in the
red joys of the Kingdom.

The time of Lent (this yea from Ash Wednesday, 25 February, to Easter
Day, 12 April) is a time of preparation in ou thinking and in ou
worship that takes us through to the final agony of Holy Week and the
story of the deah and resurredion d Jesus.

23



Y et, we shoud also remember that 'being ready’ to respondto God's cdl
to usin Jesus is an orgoing one eab day of the yea. It may demand a
seaching resporse — much more than giving up chocolates.

For those who kelong to a dhurch in this country, these weeks of Lent
shoud be atime of refledion abou how we ae sharing the Gospel of
Jesus with the world. Recantly, the writer and ador Kwame Kwei-
Armah contrasted the vibrant and growing churches of Africa with the
diminishing church attendance in the west. He focussed onthe ‘casting
out of demons' (see Mark 16.17for words on that) which is en as an
esentia part of the African Christian theology. There ae very good
ressons in ou own courtry and ou own culture why that form of
Christianity with its pulic 'casting out of demons' is not part of our own
readiness for the Lord's coming. But let us not turn ou badk on the
challenge — to let the renewed light of Easter invigorate us and chall enge
usto live a Christ would have usdo. The questionis'Are we realy?

CHURCH FLOWERS

March 1 LornaJamb
8 AngeacChristian
15 Vacat
22 Vacat
29  Janet Philli ps
April 5 Vacat

Mayflower L adies will med ead Thursday in the Mayflower Hall at
8.00pm, asfollows:-

March 5 Games evening with Joyce
12 AGM
19 Roy Kingman from Alzheimer’s Society
26 Margaret Templetonwho hesjust returned
from South Africa
April 2 Members Evening
CoffeeMorning — 17March
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