
7KH�0 HVVHQJHU�
and Mayflower Hall News 

 

Bill ericay United Reformed Church 
Joint Pastorate with Brentwood and Ingatestone URCs 

MEMBER OF CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BILLERICAY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A modern interpretation of 
The Transfiguration (see Page 1) 

 

March 2009 
 

Trevor Jamison:  Which bread of L ife? 
The Vulnerable and ourselves 

St Nicholas Church Leipzig:  Home of Bach, 
and peaceful demonstration 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reopening Valentines Mansion 
�



 2 

3LFWXUHV�RI�WKH�0 RQWK�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
2 Q�WKH�0 RXQWDLQ�RI �
7KH�7UDQVILJXUDWLRQ�
 
 
 

 
Helen Kent with Cara, Rachel 
Jasmine and Lilli e recreate the 
picture during Sunday Worship 
 



 3 

 
Trevor Jamison asks .. 
 
What sort of bread? 
 
 
“ I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me 
will never be hungry.”  
(John 6: 35) 
 

 
So, if as he says, he is the bread of li fe what sort of bread is Jesus? In 
other words, if you were asked to imagine Jesus as a loaf of bread what 
sort would it be? There are many possible answers to that question and if 
you come up with one that I do not mention now please be sure to let me 
know what I missed out. For the moment, however, here are four 
suggestions for your consideration. 
 
Let’s begin with the most popular type of bread on the supermarket shelf 
– the sliced loaf. This is presented to us, neatly packaged, with 
predicable, safe servings. It will not offend our sense of taste (for it has 
littl e or none) and is easily digested, though containing littl e in the way 
of nourishment. This is the Jesus of popular Western European 
imagination in our day. Like the sliced loaf he is usually experienced as 
white and unchallenging. He is reduced to the role of “good teacher” , 
with all the demanding bits about his li fe removed; the messiness 
concerning his death bleached away; and the challenge presented by his 
resurrection never added to the recipe. In this undemanding form Jesus 
enjoys an amazingly long shelf li fe. Nor is this Jesus absent from the 
churches. Recently I sat in a meeting in a room in a recently refurbished 
church. The walls were decorated with pictures relating to Victorian 
missionary work and a couple of large images of the white, fair haired, 
tastefully bearded Jesus surrounded by adoring children of different 
races. It may be that these were hung on the wall as an ironic comment 
on how we used to perceive Jesus but I’m not confident that this is the 
case. 
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The United Reformed Church Jesus (in as much as the URC agrees on 
anything) is, of course, the wholemeal loaf. This brownish Jesus, more 
appealing to the right-thinking middle 
 
classes than any other group, is certainly nourishing. For some reason 
the wholemeal Jesus remains a minority taste, possibly because 
wholemeal, whilst it is perceived to be nourishing is seldom regarded as 
exciting, a duty rather than a delight. Both society and church would do 
well to remember a third possibilit y – the matzo bread Jesus. If you are 
ever in Amsterdam and visit the brilli ant Jewish Museum then making 
matzo bread is one of the children’s activities on offer there. In other 
words we all do well to remember that Jesus was a Jew, not a Christian 
(a Christian is a follower of Christ) and therefore be reminded that he is 
not just like us Western European Gentiles. 
 

This difference points us towards the fourth and final type of bread that 
might represent Jesus – a non-existent bread. To be like Jesus this bread 
must be popular amongst those who consume it, nourishing yet exciting 
at the same time, Jewish bread that sustains Gentiles as well . Whatever 
bread appeals to us for everyday eating, whatever bread is placed upon 
our communion table, it can help us to remember Jesus, to experience 
Jesus’ presence in the here and now. They are all helpful signposts and 
experiences of Jesus though none tells the whole story. The wonder is 
that when we share bread and wine in worship they can become the 
vehicle through which we enter into the presence of God as we 
remember Jesus. 
 
And as for what sort of wine Jesus would be … 
 Trevor 
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SUNDAY  1 11.00am All -age Sacrament of Holy 
Communion, led by Revd Trevor 
Jamison 

Tuesday  3   7.30pm    Lent Study Group meets in the Kathleen 
Martin Room 
Hosea led by Ms Kate Hackett 

Wednesday  4   7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the Kathleen Martin 
Room 

Thursday  5 11.00am Worship at Hill house Court  

Friday  6 10.00am Women’s World Day of Prayer 
at Great Burstead Parish Church  

Saturday  7   9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the Kathleen 
Martin Room, until 9.45am 

Saturday  7 10.30am Eastern Synod meets at Braintree 

SUNDAY  8 11.00am Morning Worship led by Ms Kate 
Hackett  

Tuesday 10   7.30pm    Lent Study Group meets in the Kathleen 
Martin Room 
Hosea led by Ms Kate Hackett 

Wednesday 11   2.30pm  House Group meets at Lee Mount 
(to 4.00pm) All welcome 

Thursday 12   2.30pm Fellowship Group meet in the 
Mayflower Hall; Keith Lovell:  
History through the sea shanty 

SUNDAY 15 11.00am Sacrament of Holy Communion, led 
by Revd John Hickmore 
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Sunday 15   5.00pm Afternoon Worship at Brentwood URC, 
to which we are invited – ‘Christianity 
and the Bible’  

Tuesday 17   7.30pm    Lent Study Group meets in the Kathleen 
Martin Room 
Hosea led by Ms Kate Hackett 

Thursday 19 11.00am Worship at Hill house Court  

SUNDAY 22 11.00am Morning Worship on Mothering 
Sunday, led by Ms Kate Hackett and 
ARK 

Tuesday 24   7.30pm    Lent Study Group meets in the Kathleen 
Martin Room 
Hosea led by Ms Kate Hackett 

Saturday 28   9.30am Charities Table Sale (to 12.00 noon) 

SUNDAY 29 11.00am Morning Worship led by Revd Trevor 
Jamison 

Sunday  29   1.00pm Annual Church Meeting in the 
Mayflower Hall , plus talk by Revd John 
Hickmore on India   

Tuesday 31   7.30pm    Lent Study Group meets in the 
Mayflower Hall  
Hosea led by Ms Kate Hackett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 ‘… you know you said ‘we should give up something 

 for Lent’ … well I’ ve given up using the mower’ …. 



 7 

1 27(6�)520�7+(� &+85&+� 6(&5(7$5< �
A  Programme that's inspirational and  

about transforming L ives 

One of my childhood memories is of trips into Leicester city centre to do 
shopping. The memories are a bit selective, of course – buying apples at 
the market stall where my grandfather used to serve on a Saturday, 
buying my first football boots, buying sweets at Woolworths. I haven’ t 
been to Leicester market for years and I’ve long since hung up my 
football boots (I get out of breath walking to the ground at White Hart 
Lane!) 

But calli ng in at Woolies has been part of our li ves in Bill ericay. Even 
after a few weeks of no longer having a Woolworths, we find ourselves 
still t hinking ‘we’ ll j ust pop into Woolies.’ Its planned re-emergence as 
an on-line store will definitely not be the same. It felt li ke the High 
Street store had been there forever (although it was not as old as the 700 
years claimed for Leicester market). 

Of course, it is only one of many things in our li ves that have now 
disappeared. One of the more significant things that have passed away, 
with many of us oldies not really noticing, was articulated in a book 
called Resident Aliens. The authors of this book point out that sometime 
in the second half of the 1900s the dominant culture of Christianity in 
the li fe of this country fell away. They arbitrarily suggest that 1963 was 
the year, because that would be exactly 1,650 years since Constantine 
declared Christianity to be the off icial religion of the Roman Empire. 

Whether the reduced influence of the Church in the li fe of the nation is 
good or bad for us as Christians is not really the point. And the decline 
in church attendance here seems to be more than matched by growth in 
Africa and the Far East. 

To me, the significance of the vision agreed by our 9th November 
Church Meeting is that we are facing up to the challenge of what God 
wants us to do in this new situation. Not to give up on our focus for 
worshipping God and responding to the needs of God’s creation. In fact 
just the opposite – to make our worship as inspirational as possible, and 
to strengthen our concern for poverty, hardship and injustice.  
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We won’ t always match up with these ideals – sometimes needing God’s 
forgiveness when we fail big time – but we surely need the vision? 

Sheila Maxey – when she was Moderator of General Assembly – 
suggested that churches that have become too weak to continue should 
be given ‘hospice’ type support to close with dignity.  But she wasn’ t 
talking about churches like the three in our pastorate, which are strong 
enough to do something about things. Strong enough to promote growth 
without sacrificing their integrity. Promoting growth by welcoming. And 
by helping everyone to feel part of the spiritual pilgrimage. 
 

Our vision statement does not include the words ‘study’ or ‘programme’ . 
Vision4Life has objectives that go far beyond those of a study 
programme; nothing less than transforming lives. Small groups – more 
can be written about small groups after the 22nd February Church 
Meeting - can help everyone to feel part of the spiritual pilgrimage. I 
pray that God will help us to keep the vision in front of us during these 
coming years. Ken Woods 
 

Church Weekend 25 - 27 September 2009 
Enclosed with this month’s magazine is your copy of the Church 
Weekend booking form, to be returned by 3 May for those interested. 
 

Charity Table Sale Saturday 28 March 9.30 am to 12 noon    
Please come along to the Charity Table Sale and support local and 
national charities.  Our church is having a table selli ng cakes and 
preserves to raise money for Schools Ministry in Bill ericay.  If you can 
help by baking cakes, have anything we could sell , or would like to help 
on the stall , please contact Margaret Dunn 

Moun tness ing Court 
On Easter Sunday, 12 April 2009, we are holding an Easter Service at 
2.45 pm at Mountnessing Court.  Colin Hunt will l ead the service, but 
we need your support to come along to sing and socialise with the people 
who live at Mountnessing Court.  Last year we took flowers from the 
Easter Display, which were much appreciated, and we plan to do the 
same on this occasion.  In addition I am buying some small Easter Eggs 
with money from the Communion Fund to take with us.  A list will be on 
the vestibule table nearer the time for anyone needing a li ft. 
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Fairtrade News ,during Fairtrade Fortnight 
23 February-7 March) 
 
There will be a Coffee Morning in St Mary's in the 

High Street on Saturday March 7th from 10am- 12.30pm. On display will 
be the designs and the winning entries for the tote bag competition.  Do 
call i n for coffee if you are in the town on that morning.  

On Saturday 14th March there will be a display of Fair Trade clothes at 
Christ Church Chelmsford from 7pm-9.30pm. Many Fair Trade items 
will be available to buy so please go along and support Rachel Hewings 
(also remembered as Rachel Young!) and friends who have organised 
this event. 
 

As you remember our World Focus Group are drawing our attention to 
India at the moment (earlier we welcomed Emma Grant from Christian 
Aid to speak to us). When essential 
business at our Annual Church Meeting 
is over on 31 March, Rev John Hickmore 
will speak to us from his study of Indian 
religions, under the provisional titl e 
'What the religions of India can teach 
Chr istianity' . We think you will find his 
talk of great interest. 
 
Income for the Communion Fund   
comes from the retiring collections after a Communion Service on 
Sunday morning.  The accumulated income is available to assist 
members and friends in need, at the discretion of the Minister and of 
course handled in confidence.  In addition, needs outside the 
congregation are approved by the Elders or Church Meeting from time to 
time. 
 

Recent calls on the Communion Fund have severely depleted the amount 
available to provide any newly required assistance.  You are therefore 
asked to be especially generous in the retiring collections over the next 
few months, please.  Thank You. 
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A Church in Leipzig witnessed two Crucial Events  
...and Bach's St John Pass ion  in Brentwood Cathedral 

On a memorable day, 9 October 1989, the 
church of St Nicholas in Leipzig was very 
full .  Curiously not all of those present were 
members of its normal congregation, for 
half were members of the East German 
communist party who had been ordered 
there to counter the effects of the peace 
prayers which had been held there for 
several months. But what had not been 
considered was that the party members 
would be exposed, some for the first time, 
to the Christian gospel and its impact.  
Where else would they hear: 'Love your 
enemies', instead of 'down with your 
opponents'? The pastor reports that the 
prayers for peace took place in unbelievable 

calm and concentration. Before the bishop gave his blessing, an appeal 
for non-violence by Kurt Masur, conductor of the city's world famous 
orchestra was read out. The 2,000 people leaving the church were met by 
hundreds of thousands outside, waiting with candles in their hands. Two 
hands are needed to carry and protect a candle, so you cannot at the same 
time carry stones or sticks.  
 
The miracle 
happened. Jesus's 
spirit of non-violence 
seized the masses and 
became a material, 
peaceful power. The 
troops and police 
were drawn in, 
became engaged in 
conversation and then withdrew. A member of the central committee of 
the communist party said before his death: “We had planned everything. 
We were prepared for everything. But not for candles and prayers.”  
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This was a turning point in the struggle of the population of the East 
German Republic against the communist regime, which culminated very 
soon after with the fall of the Berlin wall . And its inspiration was the 
painting of the angel of peace above the altar: it had been there for two 
hundred years, though the artist and the church fathers who had caused it 
to be put there, surely had never anticipated its crucial role in the events 
of the late twentieth century.  
 
St Nicholas church was founded in about 1165 
and had served Protestant worshippers since 
1539, when the Reformation came to Leipzig. 
The highlight of its musical li fe was when, 
having failed to appoint any of three other 
distinguished musicians to be its Cantor, the 
choice of the councill ors choice fell on a 
certain Johann Sebastian Bach. One of the 
councill ors remarked that since the best man 
could not be got, they must make the best of a 
mediocrity!  
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Bach had already held other church posts, and was a proli fic composer. 
But in the next few years he composed his two great Passions, the John 
and the Matthew Passion, which received their first performances on 
Good Fridays in the St Nicholas church. The concept of a musical 
Passion narrative has a certain similarity with a miracle play in York or 
Chester, or indeed the Passion play at Oberammergau, namely that it was 
intended not primarily for the entertainment and enjoyment of the 
listeners, but to inform and move them about the gospel narrative. It 
belongs in a church, rather than in a concert hall . In fact a sermon was 
intended to be delivered between the two parts of the St John Passion.  
 
Well , this is a bit of a commercial, as I'm among the singers who are 
preparing to perform the St John Passion in Brentwood Cathedral on 21 
March.  The narrative is drawn from John chapters 18-19.  The words 
are set to immensely dramatic music, appropriate to the text, for example 
words of the crowd: 'Not this man, but Barabbas', 'Crucify him', 'We 
have no king but Caesar'. There are powerful meditative melting arias 
from four soloists. (I was brought up on a record of Kathleen Ferrier 
singing 'All i s fulfill ed', and can only hope the soloist at our concert can 
be half as inspired as she was.) Then there are the chorales, commenting 
on the action from the point of view of the listener, and inviting us to 
search our consciences as to how we regard the death of our Lord. 
 
The link between the end of the communist regime in 1989 and the St 
John Passion is firstly the venerable church itself - the church of St 
Nicholas. It is further a lesson in the Christian message that peace and 
reconcili ation is a costly business, always costly for somebody, and 
above all for God who sent his Son, but that in the final resort, non-
violence is stronger than force. How does this lesson apply to the 
intractable conflicts in the world today? 

Robin Derbyshire 
 

PS: You can get tickets for this concert from Margaret Dunn or from 
me! 
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Proud to be British 
Brian Porter sees Fidel receives her Citizenship 
 
My wife, Fidel, was pleased to be invited to a Citizenship Ceremony 
held on 18th February. Essex County Council was the host, the ceremony 
taking place in the impressive Council Chamber at County Hall , 
Chelmsford. There were about 30 other invitees with their guests; they 
were all tucking in to the refreshments when we arrived. 
 

The ceremony was quite a grand affair, with speeches by Lord Petre, 
Lord Lieutenant of Essex, and Rodney Bass, Vice Chairman of Essex 
County Council . They welcomed the guests and gave a brief potted 
history of Essex. Lord Petre stressed the importance of voluntary work 
within the community and hoped that some of those present would take 
it on board.  
 

All applicants had 
to swear an Oath 
of Allegiance to 
the Queen and 
make a pledge of 
Loyalty to the 
United Kingdom 
 

The Certificates of 
naturalisation were 
presented by Lord 
Petre and the event 
closed with a 
rousing rendition 
of the National 
Anthem. 
 

The day marked an important milestone for Fidel. From the initial visa 
application to the British High Commission in The Gambia, it had taken 
6 years to acquire British Citizenship. “Now I must myself get a British 
Passport” , said Fidel. And the next day she was back helping to run a 
BUPA care home.  
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The Exc luded: Lepers in Old and New Testaments 
Trevor Jamison's Sermon on 2Kings 5: 1-14, and Mark 1: 40-45 

 

What do you think is worse for 
a leper: to suffer the disease or 
to have other people think you 
have this condition? This 
question was equally 
applicable to mighty military 
commanders like Namaan and 
to humbler people such as the 
man who met Jesus. And 
another question: What do you 
think is worse for those who 
know the leper: the knowledge 
that he might pass the disease 

on to you, or the social fear that drives a leper away  from family, away 
from home, away from synagogue and away from the local community? 
Once deemed to be unclean, social exclusion followed. You would have 
to li ve in a community of outcasts, outside the town's boundary, and 
dependent on charity for your existence.  
 

Now we may like to say we don't do that sort of thing today. For one 
thing the chance of us meeting somebody suffering from leprosy is 
pretty remote in the 21st century in Western Europe. Yet, for some, 
social exclusion is hardly a milli on miles away. School bullying can 
target a youngster, who is deemed, for reasons no-one finds clear, to be 
unacceptable to the group.  In the 1980s the parallel between biblical 
leprosy and the advent of AIDS was striking. And we mustn't think that 
modern parallels are restricted to medical conditions.  There are social 
groups who are deemed to merit exclusion from what we call the main 
stream. In the 1990s a combination of conflicts around the world and 
greater access to travel brought to us a greater flow of asylum seekers. 
Prejudices have broadened especially against those whose skin is black 
and their religion Muslim, and against migrant workers, that is people 
we don't want living anywhere near us, but we want to turn up at a 
moment’s notice to fix our plumbing or to staff our care homes and 
hospitals. 
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In Jesus' time at least there were formal rules for declaring someone 
clean. You went to the priest who examined you and could pronounce 
you well and ready for reintegration into your community and your 
family. In the gospel story the leper is made clean in a new way. Jesus, 
moved to anger, stretched out his hand touched him and said 'be clean'.  
Once again there are modern parallels.  You remember the impact of 
Diana Princess of Wales shaking hands with people who were lying in 
hospital suffering with AIDS.  Think of the impact of Live Aid and 
Comic Relief in building public awareness of questions of world hunger 
and world development. In taking such action celebrities, essentially 
secular figures, perform the work of Jesus in our day as effectively, or 
more effectively, than many an avowedly Christian congregation. Which 
does not let us off our obligation, as followers of Jesus, to talk about the 
things which Jesus said and, as far as is in our power, to do the 
equivalent of things which Jesus did, to publicly touch the untouchable 
and to declare that  he or she is clean as far as we are concerned.  
 

Of course Jesus in his day was perceived to be a sinner because he 
flouted the formal rules and was faced with the challenge 'physician heal 
thyself'. And given our human faili ngs there are times when Christians 
need to be healed, as much as any other individual sinner or institution. 
For sure we Christians struggle with our own feelings and shortcomings 
which can dishearten and even lead us to despair when we see the gulf 
that exists between our aspirations to be Christ's followers and the reality 
of the ways in which we miss the mark, and transgress the rules which 
we have set for ourselves. Memories, actions, attitudes of which we are 
ashamed make us feel unworthy, and yet we know that these things 
cannot be completely hidden because they are never hidden from the 
knowledge of God. Yet the biblical stories not only challenge us to do 
better but are also good news concerning those times when we fail to do 
as well as we should and  feel ourselves to be failures even unto the 
point of despair.  
 

At that sort of moment we find ourselves in the position of Namaan, and 
of his unnamed counterpart who approaches Jesus. The world, whatever 
its riches did nothing for them. But both of them experienced healing 
and joy from meeting a man of God who supplied them with the healing 
that they required, redeemed them from illness and loneliness, and 
transferred them into a situation of celebration and acceptance by others. 
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Namaan's experience of healing is good news. And the experience of the 
leper in the New Testament is better news still . The prophet Elisha was 
God's representative, and his healing work was done in the name of God 
and approved by Him.  In the gospel story however God not only 
approved of this healing work, but was involved in it. It is Jesus, God's 
beloved son, who pronounces the man to be clean. God is not only 
concerned that we reach out to others in their diff iculties, but also, as 
Jesus demonstrates here, God reaches out in love to each one of us. God 
declares that there is no twinge of conscience, no desperate worry over 
personal failure, no tendency to despair that can separate us from God's 
love. In Jesus God declared that we are all , every one of us, made clean 
by God. All are made worthy of entry into God's presence and in Jesus 
God now encourages us to respond with love and openness to all people. 
 

 

Who really cares?  
Peter Brierley says y oung p eople must be valued  
as they are 

Many young people and vulnerable adults 
must feel as if systems and provisions 
within society, which are there to assist, are 
faili ng or even making matters worse. 
 

After 35 years in special-needs education 
and with the authority of four organisations 
giving me powers over and above the 
standard, I have witnessed outstanding 
success as well as abysmal failure. Young 
people need to be valued just as they are; to 

be treated with respect and given dignity and then to be given an all–
round education to develop to the full their personaliti es and their skill s. 
This, in Church-speak, means faith, hope and love. 
Disregard of these responsibiliti es by parents, society and schools is fast 
becoming endemic in certain quarters which are responsible for 
providing a complete care package. Government departments have 
protracted systems with rules galore, which are of greater importance 
than the young person. Television, computer games and the internet 
provide ‘reality shows’ where contestants are ridiculed or dismissed as 
failures.  
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Dramas are shown depicting ‘ true to li fe’ events of a hideous nature and 
interactive games promote killi ng, violent attacks (especially upon 
women) with destruction and theft. Activities such as these numb the 
brain and deaden empathy, especially towards the more vulnerable. 
Selfishness and short–termism are the mantras of many. 
 
If sound upbringing has a positive effect upon the young then it is 
foolish in the extreme to suggest that the pandering to the base nature 
can have littl e or no influence.  
 

 

Trevor drops in on Phoenix Radio 
Paul Brooks, host of the new talk and music show, 'Proverbs 98',on Phoenix 
FM radio recently welcomed Trevor as his guest  on his Wednesday evening 
show.  They talked about the United Reformed Church and its community 
activities, about Lent, and pancakes , and Trevor spoke about religion being 
back in the news, for the right (and sometimes for the wrong) reasons, and how 
knowing a religion is to li ve it; 'Taste and see that the Lord is good'.  
 

Paul presents the show live every Wednesday evening at 7pm until 8pm on 
98FM or online at www.phoenixfm.com. Phoenix Radio serves 
Brentwood and Bill ericay.  
 
The show interviews leaders of different churches each week . You can 
hear Trevor's interview on http://www.phoenixfm.com/proverbs98.php.
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'Valentines?' said Kathleen Martin: 'Oh, yes, we used to go there from 
Leytonstone, for a swim in the pool.  It was two long walks and a 
tuppenny bus.' 
Valentines Mansion, Ilford, is reopening! 
Valentines Mansion in Ilford was built over 300 years ago, when it stood 
in open countryside.  Mrs. Georgina Green came to speak about 
Valentines to the Fellowship Group on 12th February - just a few hours 
before the house and gardens were to be off icially reopened to the 
public, after major refurbishment work. The original estate at Valentines 
was on an important road junction in mediaeval times for travellers from 
the wealthy abbey and town of Barking. 
 

A new brick house, Valentines, was built around 1696 for Elizabeth, 
widow of John Till otson, the Archbishop of Canterbury.  When he was 
appointed Archbishop, the king is said to have given an undertaking that 
Elizabeth Till otson should be granted some money in the event of her 
husband's death.  Valentines is thought to come from a local family 
name – two nearby properties, one of them a simple farmhouse, were 
originally given this name. An avenue of yew trees in the grounds is 
known as 'the Bishop's walk' but the identity of the Bishop isn't known... 
 

Over the years, Valentines had a number of changes of ownership.  After 
Elizabeth Till otson's death, the house was bought by George Finch of St. 
Helen's Bishopsgate, in the city of London.  His main family house was 
at Great St. Helen's, but he wanted a summer house in the country for his 
family to enjoy.  He is remembered locally as a charitable man. 
 

A later owner was the city 
merchant and banker, Robert 
Surman, who bought the estate 
in 1724 and created the walled 
gardens, the dovecote and the 
grottoes, as well as the canal. 
Robert had a colourful 
background.  His uncle Robert 
Knight helped found the South 
Sea Company in 1711 as a rival 
to the Bank of England. Nephew 
Robert Surman worked with him and both became very wealthy.  
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The company originally traded in South America, but after five years it 
began to trade fraudulently in stocks and shares.  With the collapse of 
the 'South Sea Bubble', Robert Knight fled abroad, taking with him the 
'Green Book'.  This would have implicated government ministers and 
royalty (the King was Governor of the Company). Robert Surnam was 
sent to Newgate and lost most of his properties, but was allowed to keep 
£5,000. With that money he bought Valentines and lived there for 30 
years. 
 
In the 1760s a later owner of Valentines, Sir Charles Raymond spent part 
of his fortune renovating the house and giving it its Georgian 
appearance. Charles Raymond came from a Devon family and entered 
the family shipping business.  The East India Company provided 
lucrative opportunities and Charles rose rapidly to become ship's captain 
at the age of 22.  After 4 voyages, he was able to retire with a 
considerable amount of money.  He continued to build ships and to 
employ other people to take out goods to the Far East and bring back 
valuables, which could be sold for great profit. He became a great 
collector of 'curiosities', including exotic animals which formed a 
menagerie. He had a dinner service made of f ine China porcelain, with 
his own arms.  He founded the Sun Insurance Company and left 
£150,000 (he was a multi -milli onaire in today's terms). 
 
The last owner of Valentines, Sarah Ingleby died in 1906; she had 
inherited it from her uncle and aunt.  The local council , Redbridge, 
acquired the house in 1912.  By then it was surrounded by rapid housing 
development, growing alongside the railway.  A number of people 
remembered the park where cricket used to be played in the summer 
months.  The house was put to a variety of uses last century but in 1998  
- after remaining empty for a number of years – it was put on the 'At risk' 
register by English Heritage.  A Trust was formed to save it, and then a 
very active Friends of Valentines group.  A programme of events is 
being organised for educational and community enjoyment.  
 
 The Fellowship Group plan to visit Valentines on Wednesday, 13th May.  
(For more about Valentines, see www.valentinesmansion.com).   
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During morning worship on Sunday, 15th February, Trevor spoke about 
Jesus healing lepers.  He then went on to tell the story of Wellesley 
Bailey and the remarkable way in which he was led to found the Leprosy 
Mission in the nineteenth century.  The work continues today in many 
countries throughout the world.  Kenton Church then told us that Tina 
had a nursing friend who would shortly be going out to Africa and was 
planning to collect small ti ns of vaseline to ease the sore places of 
patients affected by leprosy. 
 
 

 
 

Climate Crunch  
the richer we are, the higher our Carbon Emiss ions 

–  

 Income per head 
US$ 

Annual carbon 
emissions per head 

 United States  41,890  20.6 tonnes 

 United Kingdom  33,328  9.8 tonnes 

 Bangladesh  2,053  0.3 tonnes 

 Senegal  1,792  0.4 tonnes 
 

·  The poorest countries are already suffering from 
climate extremes 

 
·  The UK must reduce its carbon emissions by 40% 

by 2020. 
 
·  that's just a start, by 2050 our carbon emissions 

must reduce by 80% 
 
 

Christian Aid continues to campaign 
for reali ties and rights for the world's poo r. 
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This month's prayer meditation comes from 'Commitment for Life', 
where the United Reformed Church works with Christian Aid to support 
world development.  
 

Lord, What have we learned in 2009 years? 
We have learned how to kill each other quicker and from further 
away. 
We have learned different ways to enslave and subjugate other 
nations. 
We have learned new ways to torture mind and body. 
We have learned that money is more important to humanity than 
humanity. 
Is that all, is that it? 

 

Praise you Lord, that's not all. 
You have taught us how to dig wells in deserts and distribute food 
from airplanes.    
You have taught us that talking with our enemies can stop them 
being our enemies. 
You have taught us how to change the minds of governments and 
leaders without violence, 
You teach me to live for You here and now, 
And trust that You will make the ripples express Your love. 
For Jesus' sake. 
Amen 
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23rd February-8 March Fair Trade Fortnight (www.fairtrade.org.uk) 
1 March Tear Fund Sunday (www.tearfund.org) 
6 March Women's World Day of Prayer (www.wwwdp-natcomm.org) 
 

The Messenger 
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the April i ssue by 
Sunday 15 March 2009.  Articles are welcome.  Please speak 
to Robin Derbyshire at any time about any proposal you have. 
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ENDPIECE – by a member of the cong regation 
Preparing for Easter is more than  
a bit of Spring Cleaning 
Sixty years ago or more, spring cleaning was a real event.  The big 
carpet squares were taken out and hung on the line; the dust flew into the 
air as women (and it was women!) plied the wicker beaters rhythmically 
along the line.  After a long winter where smoke and soot from coal fires 
had infilt rated every fold of the curtains, they were taken down and 
washed.  When Easter came, springtime and its attendant spring cleaning 
rituals was well under way.  The house was clean and fresh as the spring 
sunlight poured into it.  Spring cleaning was written into the rhythm of 
the year as the Christian season of Lent advanced. Cleanliness and 
godliness were still li nked in the minds of some people. 
 

Thankfully, we have moved on from beating carpets on lines.  But in 
doing so, our society has abandoned any real understanding of the weeks 
of Lent as preparation for the great moment of joy at Easter – apart from 
a half-hearted feeling that it would be good, for our waistlines if nothing 
else, to give up chocolates during the weeks of Lent.   
 

Yet, the Gospel of Jesus is about getting ready – about being prepared 
for the moment when the glory of God will break through into our 
world.  The foolish young women were caught napping, not ready for 
the important moment when the bridegroom came (Matthew 25).  Later 
in the same chapter of Matthew, Jesus tells how some of those who 
thought they were ready, but did not do his work, had excluded 
themselves from the Kingdom.  They failed to recognise his presence in 
their world.   It was those who quietly went on doing the work of feeding 
the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the prisoners - without calli ng 
out 'Lord, lord' to draw attention to their good deeds – who shared in the 
real joys of the Kingdom.   
 

The time of Lent (this year from Ash Wednesday, 25 February, to Easter 
Day, 12 April ) is a time of preparation in our thinking and in our 
worship that takes us through to the final agony of Holy Week and the 
story of the death and resurrection of Jesus.   
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Yet, we should also remember that 'being ready' to respond to God's call 
to us in Jesus is an ongoing one each day of the year.  It may demand a 
searching response – much more than giving up chocolates. 
 

For those who belong to a church in this country, these weeks of Lent 
should be a time of reflection about how we are sharing the Gospel of 
Jesus with the world.  Recently, the writer and actor Kwame Kwei-
Armah contrasted the vibrant and growing churches of Africa with the 
diminishing church attendance in the west.  He focussed on the 'casting 
out of demons' (see Mark 16.17 for words on that) which is seen as an 
essential part of the African Christian theology. There are very good 
reasons in our own country and our own culture why that form of 
Christianity with its public 'casting out of demons' is not part of our own 
readiness for the Lord's coming.  But let us not turn our back on the 
challenge – to let the renewed light of Easter invigorate us and challenge 
us to li ve as Christ would have us do.  The question is 'Are we ready?' 
 
 

CHURCH FLOWERS 
 
 March 1 Lorna Jacob 
  8 Angela Christian 
  15 Vacant 
  22 Vacant 
  29 Janet Philli ps 
 April  5 Vacant 
 
 
Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall at 
8.00pm, as follows:- 
 
 March 5 Games evening with Joyce 
  12 A.G.M 
  19 Roy Kingman from Alzheimer’s Society 
  26 Margaret Templeton who has just returned 
   from South Africa 
 April  2 Members Evening 

Coffee Morning – 17 March 


