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Kate Hadkett is poised to conduct
another in her Lenten series of studies
onthebook d Hosea

On Mothering Sunday three
generations of the
Hickmore/Deane family
recave flowers from ARK
members.

The Mayflower Ladies held their AGM on 12 March, and ou picture
shows the usua large turnou of members. Over the yea they have
raised £1,500for the Alzheimers Society, Chelmsford Branch. Members

voted to adopt the Pelican Cancer Foundition as its 200910 Charity.
1.




Trevor writes on:

The contrasting mood s of Holy Week

April isamonth for usto kegp ou fed firmly on
the ground unil the moment when we jump for
joy. The problem is that we ae tempted to leg
tooealy.

We nedl to kegp ou fed firmly on the ground,
even on Pam Sunday. Apart from Jesus, who
was riding into town that day, Jerusalem was
treaed to the sight of a bunch of pedestrian dsciples, walking aong,
cheeaing their man onas he entered into the haly city. It's not to say that
excitement was absent, with al the aies of “hasanna” and the route
capeted with greenery and clothes. (Mark 11 8-9) It’s natural and right
to get caught up in the amosphere of anticipation and cdebration since
following a notable ministry this prophet is coming to Jerusalem, the
centre of affairs to sort things out. It's natural and right that we shoud
reflea al thisin our Pam Sunday worship but it would be premature to
jump for joy.

It would be premature, because Palm Sunday, for all its excitement has,
lurking in the badkground, the prosped of Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday. On bah these days our fed are kept firmly on the ground.On
Maundy Thursday we gather in the evening to worship, to share bread
and wine & Jesus and dsciples once shared bread and wine in a
borrowed room in Jerusalem. Our fed are on the groundfor this is an
occasion where materia things are to the fore — bread and wine, the
material products of God' s material credion — even though in the hands
and words of Jesus they are anployed to spe& aso o other things. Our
fed are kept on the groundthrough olserving mundane, human faili ngs.
Judas leaves the room and company of Jesus, bah literally and
metapharicdly, as he departs to betray Jesus to the human authoriti es.

Jumping for joy must also be deferred on the following day, Good
Friday. Not only are our fed kept on the ground bu we wish the very
ground might swallow us up. No cause for jumping about in cdebration
as we remember and re-enad the suffering and deah of Jesus, bah in
our shared ads of worship and walks of witness



One of my most uncomfortable Good Friday experiences was when |
found myself drafted into a dhair that was then dreded to sing joyful
Christian hymns at an eamenicd gathering on Good Friday. In ou
singing we were inviting one and al to jump for joy, bu doing so in a
setting that demanded sadness and sombre @ntemplation. Even the
belief that God is using this horrific event to bring abou reconcili ation
with the world is tinged with sadnessthat it shoud take this to achieve
the goal.

Andthen, at last, comes Easter Day. The pdliti cd and religious tensions,
the human failings and transgressons that were in the badground the
previous Sunday and which resulted in Jesus' crucifixion are shown na
to have the last word as far as God is concerned. Disciples who hed used
their fed to walk into Jerusalem and to fleewhen Jesus was arrested are
now, ore and al, jumping for joy because they are mnvinced that dead
though he was heis now alive. This Palm Sunday and Holy Week we ae
al invited orce ajain to make the journey, fed on the ground,grouncked
in the material, even dragged dowvn to despair. Then on Easter Day we
are invited to experience, aong with the disciples, the full impad, the
contrast, when Jesus who was crucified, ded and buied is raised to new
life by God. In their company it would be very hard na to jump for joy
on Easter Day. Trevor

The Lord moves in mysterious ways.
Youwill remember the cae in February of * God s perfed timing’. After
Trevor had opened the service talking abou Lepers, Kenton was moved
to interrupt that Tina was coll eding tins of Vaseline for a olleague who
was going to Ugandato work with Lepers.
Chris Payne, who is a Nurse & the Farleigh Day Hospice in Maldon, is
currently treaing patients at the Kagando Misson Hospital. As well as
Leprosy, the major hedth isauies are: Maaria, AIDS, and the dfeds of
malnutrition. The Misson aso works with locd communities on
projeds to improve water suppies, sanitation, and provide training in
farming techniques and food preparation, so that what littl e food they do
grow is as nutritious as possble.
Many thanks to thase who dorated tins of Vaseline, which are used to
keg damaged skin moist and poteded.
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Elders Meding in the Kathleen Martin
Room

Worship at Hill house Court

Prayer Fell owship in the Kathleen
Martin Room, urtil 9.4%m

All-age Sacrament of Holy
Communion on Palm Sunday, led by
Revd Colin Hunt

House Group meds at LeeMount
(to 4.00pn) All welcome

Fellowship Groupmed in the
Mayflower Hall; Kate Hadkett with an
Easter Theme

Maundy Thursday Meal with
Communion, led by MissKathleen
Martin and Rev Colin Hunt in the
Mayflower Hall

United Servicewith Methodists, in
our church, followed by

CTB Walk of Witnessfrom
Methodist Church Western Road to
Emmanue Church, Laindon Road

All-age Sacrament of Holy
Communion on Easter Day led by
Revd Trevor Jamison

Worship at Mourtnessng Court, led by
Revd Colin Hunt

Worship at Hill house Court



SUNDAY 19 11.00an Sacrament of Holy Communion, led
by Margaret Hatchard and Kenton
Church

SUNDAY 26 11.00an Morning Worship led by Revd Paul
Whittle (Moderator of Eastern Synod)

Sunaday 26 1.00pn Question Time, including Revd Paul
Whittle on the Panel

Thursday 30 11.0Gam Worship at Hill house Court

Thursday 30 7.45pn Ministry Coordinating Group

NOTESFROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY

Is United optional or at the heart?

On 9" November last yea, we dedared ou 5-yea vision. In that vision,
we have some challenging top priorities — making worship as good as it
can be, bulding small groups, exploring new ways of communicding,
seeking to transform with the Vision4Life material.

But even though we assgned a dlightly lesser priority to looking adively
for eaumenicd oppatunities, Churches Together in Billericay till
provides excdlent chances for resporse. A brief run through the CTB
agenda gives me ideaof the breadth of these dhances for worship and

outread.

In this month of April we have the Walk of Witnessthrough the High
Stred at 11.3Gam on Good Friday. Before this, there will be aprayer
vigil from 9pm on Maundy Thursday to 9am on Good Friday.
(Note: our own Maundy Thursday meal is at 8pm, and a Good
Friday servicewith the Methodsts at our churchisat 10.15an)

As reported to the February Church Meding, a new initiative is
planned whereby CTB will promote six united Sundey evening
services on a monthly basis, ead being at a different church and
following the usual worship format of the host church. These
services are due to take place on the third Sunday of ead month,
running from this May to November (excluding August). The
proposal is for the service 4 our church to be on 20" September.



The Billericay Schods Ministry (SMB) folks have proposed that
eat church ‘adopt’ alocd schod for prayer. Thisis being explored
for our church.

Praise in the Park — an annual service & Lake Meadows - will this
yea be on 28" Jure.

CTB plans a presence a both the Rotary Fun Day that will be on 19"
July, and Barleylands Courtry Fair on 12"/13" September.

The united service in conredion with the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity will be & our churchin 2010, on 1% January.

Another Flower Festival like last yea, another is envisaged for 2010.

1. An omgoing hope is that the use of St Mary Magdaen might expand
as aresourcefor al the churches. Its position in the High Stred is an
obvious benefit that is not possessed by any of the other churches.

Some new posgbiliti es were outlined at the March CTB meding:

1. Credit Union— afew volunteas from the Bill ericay churches
could be trained to run a savings cooperative.

2. Chrigtians aganst Povety is a national debt courselling
charity with a network of 92 centres based in locd
churches - offering hope and a solution to anyone in debt
through its unique, in-depth service

3. Trinity Mind Body and Soul is a Bill ericay-based charity
working on pojeds with schods (Billericay and
Mayflower have signed up), charities, and bisinesses -
particularly helping disaffeded young people to become
self confident through team involvement.

Other initiatives invite church suppat eaumenicaly — the Chernobyl
children’s visit, for example, or the recently-started global caé & the
Baptist Church.

It is tempting to regard inter-church adivities as optional extras. But
Schods Ministry and Christian Aid Week colleding are surely much
more than optional extras? Are we nat still enthusiastic that the United in
United Reformed Church is at the heat of our own church’s resporse to
the Gospel ?



Please come to Our Easter Day Service at Mountnessing
Court. On Easter Sunday, 12 April we ae hoding our usua Easter
service d 2.45pm. Colin Hunt will | ead the service, bu we need your
suppat to come dong and sing, and sociali se with the people who live
there. Last yea we took flowers from the Easter display in church,
which were much appredated, and we plan to do so again. | am also
buying some small Easter eggs with money from the Communion Fund
to take with us. A list will be on the vestibule table for anybody who
neads alift.

'The help | received from my Macmillan nurse was brilli ant’
(a Patient) You will be glad to know that the total raised nationally
by last September's World's Biggest Coffee Morning was £7.5k. And
we did ou bit!

Our Synod Moderator will take part in
our Bible Question Time

Come bad to church onApril 26™at 1.00 pm. for Bible Question Time,
the oppatunity to pu your questions abou the Bible today to ou panel
of “experts’, including Paul Whittle — Moderator of the URC Eastern
Synod, Kate Hadkett — URC Student Minister and Trevor Jamison —
Minister, Bill ericay URC.
It's not a quiz where we test the panellists knowledge a&ou obscure
fads from the Bible. Instead it is an oppatunity to listen to what they
think and fed abou the Bible aad haw it relates to life today. So
guestions might include anything from “What's your favourite book d
the Bible and why?’ to “How does realing the Bible help me to cope
with the aedit crunch today?’ - or whatever other imaginative or even
fun guestionyouwould like to pu.
Questions are welcome from everyone — yourg or old, church member
or friend, kblicad schdars and kiblicd novices. So come dong to hea
the questions, the answers and the mnversation.

The Messenger
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the May issue by
Sunday 12April 2009 Articles are welcome. Please sped to
Robin Derbyshire ébou any propcsal you have.
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Our Fairtrading Town and the

Credit Crunch

How we can help poorer countries to
survive.

A very heatening event for locd campaigners
took dacein St Mary'sin the High Stred on 7
March, as part of the national Fairtrade
Fortnight. Locd people had been chalenged
to produce designs for a Fairtrade shoppang
bag, and this had caught the imagination d
schod children, among others. Their entries

hung between the pillars of the
church, and many imaginative designs
were g@parent, conneding the town
with the caise of far trading, in
sympathy with the people of the
developing world who reed a fair
ded for their produce Many entries
came from the pupls of St Peters
Cathdic Primary Schod, and the
prizewinner in the under 11 sedion
was Lisa Liegeois of the schod,
pictured here with her winning entry.
(Also bananas were eden in gred
quantities to pubicise their fairly
traded ariging!)

As you can seeon ou front cover, the event
was very much an initative of the Town

Courcil, speaheaded by Clir

Buchanan. The Courcil has also produced a
ledlet listing locd Fairtrade shops and
businesses. To maintain ou status as a Fair
Trade town, we must keg up the presaure
on firms in the town to sdl fairly traded
goods, or to serve them in restaurants and

canteans.




How governments can help While we ae doing our bit to help the
eoonamy of the developing world there's enormous adivity on the world
stage. Look ou at the beginning of April for the G20 summit which
will take placein London.It's ameding of the 20 wedthiest courtriesin
the world, in fad they own 8%% of the world's wedth. They med to
dedde on ways of solving the world econamic aisis, which includes of
course the plight of devdoping countries, whose difficulties in trading
and in oltaining the necessary aedit are eve more serious than ous.
Africen courtries have dso been invited, so that their voice may be
head. It's thought that the aedit crunch will put an extra 90 million
people below the powerty line. So it's nat just an econamic but also a
humanitarian crisis.

In trade terms, say the pdliticians, we ae dl interrelated, including
poaer courtries, which means 'if you wont buy from me, then | can't
buy from you'. If we proted our own ecnamies too much by refusing to
let goods from other courtries into our markets, the poarer courtries will
suffer more than most. So what can be done? The World Bank propcses
setting up a Vulnerability Fund, into which the richer nations will put
0.7 of the huge sums they are using to stave off the aedit crunch. This
will be to help the emnamy of poarer courtries survive. Businesss in
developing courtries have dways found it more difficult to get credit
from their banks to fund dcevelopment. In the past they've had to pay up
to 30% in interest, bu in these aisis condtions it's very difficult for
them to get any credit at all.

Do you remember the Mill ennium Goals, which were set up in 2000to
improve the condtions of poaer courries, in hedth, educaion and in
the eonamy? The emnamic goa is now in peril, becaise of the
prosped of yeas of lost growth. They must be given a greaer share of
world trade.

On the subjed of growth, Archbishop Rowan Williams goke out
recently, saying that for too long our entire system has been geaed to
giving consumers what they want, whether they could afford it or nat. "It
was growth at all costs, he said, 'but what is growth for? For what and
for whomis growth important? Words worth ponaering!
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How individuals are helping
A bank exists to link borr owers with savers, and not for high-risk
speaulation leading to catastrophic losses.

We must hope that the G20 summit will find ways of getting credit to
courtries who sorely nedal it. But in a small way this need is being met
by private individuals in this courtry who lend their own money to a
bank cdled Shaed Interest. The money is then lent to producers and
marketing organisations in the developing world.

Some examples: in Rwanda, urtil recently a land d conflict, Shaed
Interest is suppating a major co-operative that produces coffeg with a
membership of over 2,000 podwce's. As a result the m-operative has
been able to start up several community projeds, including the
construction of clasgooms, hedth care faaliti es, roads and lridges. The
successof this has saured fundng from the Big Lottery Fundto provide
training in bwsiness ills to ovwer 50
groups of craft workers and to buld a
strong fairtrade network in the curtry.
In Costa Rica Shaed Interest money
has provided the ayro-industria
development foundhtion with the power
to grow its business and to invest badk
in the community- it's had a massve impad on bwsiness communities
and individuas alike. There's a small town in Nicaragua, San Juan de
Rio Coco, which has two coffee ©-operatives suppated by Shaed
Interest, so much so that it could become Shared Interest company town!

A UK company which imports cotton goods from farmersin Indiawhich
are sold by Traidcraft and Oxfam and some high stred stores, uses
Shaed Interest credit to ensure stability in planning for the yea ahea,
so helping the Indian prodwcers.

Altogether Shaed Interest helps sme 60 produce groups in South
America Africa and South East Asia. It has funds of some £24 milli on,
and aims to treble this figure by 2012. Its funds are nat doretions, bu
loans from many individuals in this courtry. It did offer a small i nterest
payment, bu this has dwindled to nahing, in common with interest
offered by many banks.
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However there ae people with a littl e spare money, which eans them
littl e or no interest, who are choasing to invest in Shaed Interest, where
it will at least do much good.

Anybody placing their money at
the disposal of Shaed Interest
clients is restoring the intended role of barks, to link borrowers with
saves. For more information visit: www.shared-interest.com

Concern about the future of local GP surgeries.

The NHS Suth West Esex Primary Care Trust has said that most of the
town's GP surgeries are aamped and dort have the fadliti es to suppat
21% century hedth care. Only the St Andrews Hedth Centre is regarded
as adequate. The solution would be to group surgeries together into four
super surgeries, so cdled pdy-clinics, which would offer a wide range
of medicd services onead site.

Clir Terence Gandy has criticised this gatement, particularly as it came
out after very little consultation with petients. Not unraturaly some
patients may be unheppy that they would have to travel further aaoss
the town to visit their doctor. Our MP John Baron is waiting for the full

proposals to be published, and he will then cdl a puldic meding, with
the maximum pubicity, so that people can expresstheir views. It will

help the dedsion processif this meding is well attended

Making a Drama out of a Crisis.

‘Zealot’ isa dramatic retelling of the Passon story.
It is being performed onPam Sunday, 5" April, Tues 7" and Wed &",
by the SandonPlayers who have enlisted Kentonin astarring role.
The play, which lasts just over an hou, rewurts the events of Holy
Week from the point of view of the Zedots, led by Barabas, and the
centurion Longinus (Kenton) who, as Pilate's right hand man, was
present throughou the trial and crucifixion d Jesus. What effed does
their encourter with Jesus have on them? — You'll have to watch it to
find ou!
The performances are from 8pm in the Sandon Vill age Hall where there
is plenty of parking. And what's more — admisson is fred Just let
Kenton knaowv that you are coming so that sufficient seaing can be put
out. He can also give diredions.
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We reveal those Hosea e-mails
Our Lenten study group o the Book o Hosea has unearthed this
exchange of e-mails, released under the Freedom of Information Act.

From:<God>almighty@-celestial.netUnto:<
Hosea>: prophethosea@israel.com
Subject: Your marriage and more

| have plans for you. Time you married. Take
Diblaim's daughter Gomer.

Unto: <God> almighty@-celestial.net

| did asyou said, nd without misgivings, bu
she's been an uraithful wife, and nav we
have a son. Your suggestions for his name,
please, as this marriage was your idea in the
first place

Unto:<Hosea>: prophethosea@israel.com

Certainly. Cal him Jezred. Very suitable, as the king of Israd, for the
sins of his fathers, is abou to be defeded in the valley of Jezred. And |
think youll find that you have adaughter on the way. You must cdl her
Unloved, because this is my message to Israd. | wont forgive them for
al their wickedness and urfaithfulness to me. And looking aheal, you
will have anather son and you are to cdl him Not-my-people. | hope you
can seewhat I'm driving at.

Unto: <God> almighty@celestial.net

Well, now that | have a most unusual family with al these doam laden
names, have you ary more spedfic message as to what exactly Israel has
dorewrong?People are asking, andl need to pu my prophet's hat on.

Unto:<Hosea>: prophethosea@israel.com

What they've dore wrong? Listen and then give it them straight. They've
had it too good. | brought them out of Egypt, didn't abandonthem in the
desert, settled them into this fertile land. Plenty of corn, plenty of wine,
plenty of olive-oil, even silver and gold. But the more prosperous they
have beame, the more dtars they have built to false gods. Perhaps it
might just begin to dawn onyou nov why | got you mixed upin al this.
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Unto: <God> almighty@-celestial.net
Sears like our family is a living kreathing metapha for your people
turning avay from you. My wife Gomer (still no ketter than she shoud
be, by the way) she must stand for Israel. Very uncomfortable being
married to her, just asit isfor you being married to Israel. Marriageis
abou faithfulnessandlove, andyoure saying the marriage has really
broken down. We had acovenan, didn't we?

Unto:<Hosea>: prophethosea@israel.com

Glad the penny has dropped. But in spite of al that, you must go on
loving your wife, just as | love the people of Israd, in a marriage
covenant. Even though they worship Bad and dfer him the very things
as ;aaifices, that they have got from me. So I'll send them bad to live
in tents in the desert again amid the thorn bushes, withou any luxuries.
In the end they will fea me aain and will receve my goodgifts. That's
my faithfulness

Unto: <God> almighty@celestial.net

Lord,- good rews, theyve dore as you wanted. | can hear them saying
Let's go back to the Lord. OK, he's punished us, wounded us, bu dont
worry, he'll bind up ou wounds, andthen we'll be friends agan. A new
day will dawn and ke will bewith usoncemore. And| believetheyll be
offering you sacrifices agan soon.Isn't that what you wanted to hear?

Unto:<Hosea>: prophethosea@israel.com

A new day will dawn, they say? You mean like the morning mist which
is gone in notime. Do | want to smell their burnt offerings? Are you
going to let them pull the wod over your eyes? You are my prophet,
Hoseg arent you smarter than that? Tell them this: it's nat animal
saaifices | want, bu their constant love. Emphasise that word: constant,
not here today and gone tomorrow.

Unto: <God> almighty@celestial.net

Lord, my professond reputationisin ruins. | told them eveything you
said. You've turned from your true God, | said, your treasures, such as
theyare, will beturned to dust, youwill be arted df backinto captivity,
your homes will be overgrown with weeds. The time for punishment has
come, | said. Very emphatic | was. And what did they say to that? This
prophet is an insane foal, they said. And | hald you resporsible, Lord,
for sending me out on animpossble misson.
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They are hopelesdy evl. Full stop. Where is your faithfulnessand your
loveand compasson nowv?

Unto:<Hosea>: prophethosea@israel.com

OK, Hosea youve dore your best, and | am steaming. | brought my
people out to a good land, bu they becane full and satisfied, they grew
proud d themselves and forgot me. My children still ? I'm like abea
who hes lost her cubs. | will tea you to pieces, Israd, | will no longer
have pity onyou. I'll sendyou dagues, war, and a hot east wind from the
desert, which will dry up your springs and wells.

Unto: <God> almighty@-celestial.net

ThorougHy deserved, Lord, bu in away I'm sorry | lost my temper with
your children (still your children, I think). This is what I've just come
from saying to them. Sa't of last ditch sermon. In away I'm rather proud
of it. Didn't think 1'd find the words. Return to the Lord your God, | said,
Your sin has made you stumble andfall. So lere's your prayer to him,
(not your sacrifice youll notice). Forgive all our sins and acept our
prayer, andwe will praise you, a we have promised. We have nobod/
elseto turnto.

Unto:<Hosea>: prophethosea@israel.com

You knaw, | can't be angry with them for ever, that's not my nature. I'm
going to have yet one more try to kring them bad to me. | will love
them, and nolonger be angry with them. Like an evergreen treel will
shelter them. | am the source of all their blessngs.

If there were any further e-mail s between God and
Hosea, theyhavebeen lost in the archives.

Still unhappy with his children, in the end God
stopped e-mailing his prophets, and sent his Son.
But that wasfor later.......
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..... meanwhile: in Lent at Holy Redeemer we explored how
Paul writes to the Romans of his Passion for the Gospel

On 24" February, Father Adrian Graffy of the Pastora Centre in
Brentwood gave the first of three talks at the durch o the Holy
Redeemer under the title of St. Paul for Today, based onthe Letter to the
Romans. We were only able to attend this one, due to ou own church
commitments in Lent. The three talks were: 'Paul's Passon for the
Gospel' (Romans 1), to be followed by 'Justificaion by Faith' (Romans
3) and 'Amazing Grace (Romans 5). Father Graffy quated distinguished
schoars who said that this letter was the most important Christian
document ever written, and that its contents were 'overwhelming’, but it
is also the most difficult of all Paul's letters. Many Christians in ou
church congregations are much more familiar with the Gospel narratives
than they are with Paul's letters, he said.

Faith, said Fr. Graffy, is one of the key concepts in this letter. Verses 16
and 17of chapter 1 give avery condensed version d the themes of the
letter — the 'saving paver of God for eveyone who has faith'. The
righteousness of God - and the justice since that is the same word in
Greek — are 'seen a work, beginning in faith andending in faith'. At the
end d this first sedion d chapter 1, Paul quaes the prophet Habakkuk
"Whoeve is justified throughfaith shall gain life." Gods way of showing
justiceis through compasson, Fr. Graffy commented.
Margaret and Robin Derbyshire

JOINT PUBLIC ISSUES CALENDAR
pubished by the Baptist Union, the Method st Church
and the United Reformed Church
9 April 2009Deir Yassn Day (www.sabed.org)

Deir Yassn was a small Palestinian village dose to Jerusalem which
was wiped ou in the bitter fighting of 1948. It is ymbadlic of the pain
which dtill divides the Holy Land. 'Sabed’ means the way or
spring/channel of living water and the Sabed Palestinian Ecumenicd
Centre for Liberation Theology in Jerusalem promotes a nonviolent
Christian resporse to corflict.
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A Lovely Man - Memories of
Andrew Forde

From John Hickmore's srmon at
Andrew'sfuneral

| have been trying to find a phrase
which sums him up. | have enqured
of the family whether this littl e phrase
will do. 'He was a lovely man'. |
dorit mean that in any sentimental
way. | mean he was the sort of man, if
you look at him he smiled. If you
spoke to him he listened. If you
asked what he thought, he pondered,
and gave awise word.

When he cane over to Bill ericay he was receved into the membership
of this church, and that meant he was confirmed as a member of the
whale dhurch of Jesus Christ and was welcomed into this fell owship and
that was very speda. He would na have dore anything that he didnt
mean with all his heat and mind, and he founda dcurch that alowed
him to go onthinking. He was a valued member of this church. Very
fathful. He knew that what he believed remained mysterious and
wonderful. He didn't exped to be ale to comprehend God in some sort
of scientific way, athough he did his best through his <ience to fed
after God, bu he knew that in the end ou minds are too small to
comprehend more than the outskirts of God's way.

| enjoyed severa glorious walks with him in the magnificent country
parks that surround Bill ericay. And we would talk endesdy, moving
from one subjed to ancther. All this time he had the enquiring mind and
the developing intelled, his girit reading out to what lies beyond all
that he saw, and al that he experienced. That spirit that he cane to
recognise in Jesus Christ.

from Simon Houlton

Picture the scene... Youre emptying your trolley at the till in Waitrose.
What? A pinegple? Cat food? An eledric toothbrush? You hea
sniggering behind you in the queue and turn round.* AfternoonSimon,
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having fun with your shoppgng? Yesit's Andrew, of course, and al of a
sudden your randam shoppng items make sense. Or you're & the summit
of a beautiful hill in Luxemboug, enjoying the anbience of an ancient
ruined castle. You're happily taking phaographs of this exquisite scene,
then, all of a sudden, a goblin appeas in your camera lens, just as you
pressthe shutter. Oh, hang on a minute — it’s Andrew again, puling an
extraordinarily ridiculous facée

In the summer of 1995, Tessa and | were invited to the wedding of our
friends Vaerie and Andrew over in Ireland. They had asked me to sing
the Cdltic Prayer (the same song | sang at Andrew’s funeral) and were
made extremely welcome by the myriad of family and friends who were
there (we have ammeto know and love both Andrew’s and Valerie' s clans
over the yeas). It was a beautiful sunny day and everything was perfed.
My memory of that day is of two truly loving people who hed taken a
grea ded of time and thought before deading to become a married
coupe. Since that time, ou friendship has grown, espedally in the last
few yeas as our children have dso become firm friends.

Andrew was ared dee thinker. Not only because he ac¢ualy read (and
understood) books about ‘string theory’ and numerous other theories
concerning ‘life, the universe and everything'. Almost anything he
dedded to dowould be thought about in gred detail, even down to what
laptop to bwy — al the specs of every possble maciine would be
weighed up against ead ather before making the best possble doice
(and you could guaranteethat the right choice would be made). He was
also redly goodat explaining these theories 2 that even someone of less
intelli gence, such as myself, could get an ideaof what it was al abou.
The words of the last verse of Andrew’s poem *‘Seach in Time (see
page 21) give aglimpse of his understanding of how time and spacemay
well bend badk on themselves, so the quickest way to get from eath to
ancther planet many light yeas away may well nat be in an obvious
straight line... | had many conwversations with Andrew abou this and
other theories that made alot more sense to him than to me (he redly
tried very hard to help me understand!).

Over the yeas we have many memories of Andrew — the aicket matches
against Ingatestone and Brentwood where Andrew, undeterred, bowvled
a least six wides in arow (and | redly do mean wide — the batsman
would have required a ten foot long bat to get anywhere nea any of
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them): or the unforgettable mad Irish dancing puppets a our harvest
socia controlled from under the stage by Vaerie and Andrew that had us
all in stitches.

For the last few yeas the Fordes, Jadksons and Houltons have gone
away together for our summer hdlidays. Consequently, we have dl
grown ever closer and redly got to know ead ather, dmost inside out.
Thaose times have been very spedal for all of us —times of much sharing
and laughter where we have enjoyed ead ather’s company either out for
day trips, over the many meds we have had together, or talking or
watching films into the smal hous. We will aways treasure our
memories of the fun times we shared with Andrew.

Andrew was a very important part of al our lives. We will misshim very
much, bu have so many happy memories to take with us into the future.
We ae dl truly blessed to have known such a spedal friend. As John
Hickmore has sid: Heredly was alovely man.

From John Jackson

I’ m sitting here in a hospital waiting room and have dedded it’ s time for
me to commit some of my inadequate thoughts to paper on my friend
Andrew.

He was a firm believer in a‘right way' to dothings as Valerie will tell
you when she tries to work out her phore. This didn't mean ather ways
were wrong, they were just lessefficient and Andrew liked things to be
dore ‘properly’. If we dl could lean ore thing from Andrew it would be
to consider things before opening our mouths or reading to something.
He and | would dften be on dfferent sides of the pdliticd fence bu
when | made a point he would aways gop, think and then give a
considered reply, certainly alegacy | hopeto lean from.

He dso had a gred, perhaps best described as ‘wicked' sense of humour.
Often based onadaft comment from one of the ‘girls’ and wsually onein
particular, sorry to mention rames, Tessa, (A mantle Simon and | will
attempt to take on). His humour was never cruel and his‘victims would
often comment, when he wasn’t around, that he would have made the
most of any daft thing they said.
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He was an intelledual person who enjoyed a discusson and time to
contemplate the universe. | must admit, | agreewith his theory that time
might not be mnstant, doesn’'t it always saned to slow down duing
medings for example, or maybe that’s just me! He was also generous
with his brains, and there ae many realing this who will have benefited
from his computer or other knowledge. There were cetainly times we
killed off a few brain cdls trying to find the most potent absinthe we
could. | can till seethe strange mntorted faces we made when drinking
it down, fed my nostril hairs burning and then trying to spes before
collapsing in fits of giggles.

His view of God and the universe was dee, and from a physics point of
view, somewhat complicaed, bu science far from being the oppasite of
religionasit is o dften patrayed, for Andrew they only confirmed and
complimented ore another and strengthened his beli ef.

He was a gred, loving and caring family man as can be seen from the
phaos of himself, Valerie and the girls aroundtheir home. Andin recent
yeas the Houltons and Jadksons have bewme, | like to think, an
extended part of that family, which has been a pleasure and privilege
beyondthat which | can expressherein words.

As Mark Twain said ‘we shoud live our lives, so that when we die, even
the undertaker is rry’ and this was certainly the cae with Andrew, for
you will find no o with aword against him, and in ou modern world,
that is certainly some adievement and memoria. My life was certainly
enriched by knowing Andrew Forde and the world is a poarer placefor
his pasang.
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Search in Time

| look to the heavens and find urcourtable stars,
Scattered galaxies and this tiny planet of ours.

| know you are there in the vastnessof space
But you |l canna see

I look into the aom and guanta of light,
Particles fleding and urcertain in their flight.

| know you are there in the infinitesimally small.
But you | canna see

| listen to symphories, perhaps music's the key,
Existing on paper aswell asin memory.

I know you are there in these eohemera sounds.
But youl canna see

| study equations, and pondy the infinite.

The maths helpsto grasp it, just for aminute.

I know you are there behind these patterns of symbals.
But youl canna see

In the trees, in the mourtains, in the streams, in therain,
In the dawn, in the dusk, aaossthat Africen plain.

I know you are there in the beauty of it all.

But you | canna see

Then, in the wars, and the bombs, and the dreadful mess
Of our hatred, and greed to get more and give less

I know you are there in the midst of our folly.

But you | canna see

There ae eathquakes, faming, ill nessand flood,

There's resporsibility to take here too, for thislossof blood
| know you are there when life seems  urfair.

But youl canna see

There's afreedom and choicegiven to us all.

Freedom given to nature too, else it won't work at all.

I know you are there when those freedoms are daimed.
But youl canna see

I look at my friends and my family.

A loving wife's hug, children laughing with glee
I know you are therein bah goodtimes and had.
But you | canna see

Theseachisalongand dfficult one.
And ingtinct tells metime isamost done.

| susped that time will turn out to be,

Just atrick of the light, separating you from me.

| know you aretherein all that thereis.

And you | soon will see (Andrew Forde, February 2008
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Easter is a time of cdebration, bu also o renewa and cdedicdion to
continued service in a life of faith. This is expressed in the foll owing
two prayers from Christian Aid's Prayer Diary, asking that God's love for
us may be shown in caring for othersin hisworld.

Risen Lord, show me the redity of your transforming love, so that | may
show it to athers andtake it out in the world. Amen

God d al love, help usto beinspired by the life, deah and resurredion
of Christ, so that we ae strengthened to take risks and to bea fruit, in
the name of your love and goodress Amen

ENDPIECE - by a member of the congregation

Easter for the Present — and the Future

For 2,000yeas Christians have tried to understand what happened at the
first Easter. A Jewish man came into conflict with his own society
leaders and was put to deah in an ignominious way. His snall enclave
of followers fioud have been destroyed by the lossof their leader — but
they went on to share with the world their joy and hop in the '‘Good
News (the Gospel of Jesus Christ), because they believed that he had
come bad to life. Jesuswas risen from the dead.

The full meaning of the deah of Jesus on the aossremains a mystery.
Yet, it is one that draws us on, even in ou modern day questioning and
fiercdy seaular world. It demands that we take agred ‘leg of faith' that
will take us onalifelong journey of understanding and resporse.
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At the heat of this old story, which will be retold again in al its vivid
detail through the days of Pam Sunday, Holy Week, Good Friday and
Easter, is the onviction d a God who lives and moves in his world
today.

Easter tells us that God is nat above human suffering, bu there in the
midst of it. In the person d Jesus, God shares the darkest corners of our
eathly living. This may be atime of persona grief or sorrow or a time
of wrestling with circumstances. It may be & we look ou onto the
difficulties and pain o the world as we see it today. The victory of
Easter is not simply the resurredion to life to Jesus among his disciples,
in some way that we caina fully understand, bu that the hope of
resurredion surrounds al those who believe in Jesus — bath nov and in
the heredter.

Easter cdls us on to further discipleship. “Follow me” Jesus
commanded his followers. Just as he looked for the image of God in
places where others could na see this — in a dild, in a Samaritan
woman, in aleper —so we ae dallenged to test what the message of the
Gospel is sying to us today. Jesus was in conflict with the power
structures of his day which harmed the poa and the simple believers —
that was not what God wanted. Following the deah and resurredion o
Jesus, his disciples had to lean to speak out baldly in his name, risking
their own lives as they did so.

We live in complex and, dten, unkappy times. Yet, the message of
Easter leads us to joy — and hope for our world. We ae being cdled to
turn away from our extravagant and profligate society and uwse our
resources much more wisely, as we work together — creaing Gods
Kingdom on eath. Last autumn, the Canadian writer Margaret Atwood,
suggested to Americans suffering from the aedit crunch that they might
rediscover the deli ghts of simple things such as a'walk in the woods.

On arecant television programme, ore speaker suggested that Christians
in the West, where the number of churchgoers is in dedine, shoud
return to the basic truths of the gospel of Jesus and find ways of sharing
that with athers. And the future of the Church — that lies in the truths of
the Gospel and in the person d Jesus. May the light of Jesus be with
those who follow him, who seehis facein al those they encourter. Let
us affirm again, for the present and for the future:
“ThelLordisrisen. Heisrisenindeel.”
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CHURCH FLOWERS

April 5 Peggy Nisbet
12 Easter —Mair Powell
19& 26 Vacat
May 3 DianreLough

Mavflower L adies will med ead Thursday in the Mayflower Hall
at 8.00pm, asfollows:-
April 2 Roy Kinsman will recave cheque for Alzheimer’s
(Fri) 3 Coffee& Cake Morningin Mayflower Hall 10-12
9 Maundy Thursday servicein the Mayflower Hall
16 Easter Holiday
23 AnnHardy ‘For Richer for Poorer’
30 NeighbouhoodWatch
CoffeeMorning — 16 April
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