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Kate Hackett is poised to conduct 
another in her Lenten series of studies 
on the book of Hosea 
 
 
 
 
On Mothering Sunday three 
generations of the 
Hickmore/Deane family 
receive flowers from ARK 
members.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Mayflower Ladies held their AGM on 12 March, and our picture 
shows the usual large turnout of members. Over the year they have 
raised £1,500 for the Alzheimers Society, Chelmsford Branch. Members 
voted to adopt the Pelican Cancer Foundation as its 2009/10 Charity.
 1. 
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Trevor writes on: 
The contrasting mood s of Holy Week 
April i s a month for us to keep our feet firmly on 
the ground until the moment when we jump for 
joy. The problem is that we are tempted to leap 
too early. 
 

We need to keep our feet firmly on the ground, 
even on Palm Sunday. Apart from Jesus, who 
was riding into town that day, Jerusalem was 

treated to the sight of a bunch of pedestrian disciples, walking along, 
cheering their man on as he entered into the holy city. It’s not to say that 
excitement was absent, with all the cries of “hosanna” and the route 
carpeted with greenery and clothes. (Mark 11: 8-9) It’s natural and right 
to get caught up in the atmosphere of anticipation and celebration since 
following a notable ministry this prophet is coming to Jerusalem, the 
centre of affairs to sort things out. It’s natural and right that we should 
reflect all this in our Palm Sunday worship but it would be premature to 
jump for joy. 
 

It would be premature,  because Palm Sunday, for all it s excitement has, 
lurking in the background, the prospect of Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday. On both these days our feet are kept firmly on the ground. On 
Maundy Thursday we gather in the evening to worship, to share bread 
and wine as Jesus and disciples once shared bread and wine in a 
borrowed room in Jerusalem. Our feet are on the ground for this is an 
occasion where material things are to the fore – bread and wine, the 
material products of God’s material creation – even though in the hands 
and words of Jesus they are employed to speak also of other things. Our 
feet are kept on the ground through observing mundane, human faili ngs. 
Judas leaves the room and company of Jesus, both literally and 
metaphorically, as he departs to betray Jesus to the human authorities. 
 

Jumping for joy must also be deferred on the following day, Good 
Friday. Not only are our feet kept on the ground but we wish the very 
ground might swallow us up. No cause for jumping about in celebration 
as we remember and re-enact the suffering and death of Jesus, both in 
our shared acts of worship and walks of witness. 
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One of my most uncomfortable Good Friday experiences was when I 
found myself drafted into a choir that was then directed to sing joyful 
Christian hymns at an ecumenical gathering on Good Friday. In our 
singing we were inviting one and all to jump for joy, but doing so in a 
setting that demanded sadness and sombre contemplation. Even the 
belief that God is using this horrific event to bring about reconcili ation 
with the world is tinged with sadness that it should take this to achieve 
the goal. 
 

And then, at last, comes Easter Day. The politi cal and religious tensions, 
the human faili ngs and transgressions that were in the background the 
previous Sunday and which resulted in Jesus’ crucifixion are shown not 
to have the last word as far as God is concerned. Disciples who had used 
their feet to walk into Jerusalem and to flee when Jesus was arrested are 
now, one and all , jumping for joy because they are convinced that dead 
though he was he is now alive. This Palm Sunday and Holy Week we are 
all i nvited once again to make the journey, feet on the ground, grounded 
in the material, even dragged down to despair. Then on Easter Day we 
are invited to experience, along with the disciples, the full impact, the 
contrast, when Jesus who was crucified, died and buried is raised to new 
li fe by God. In their company it would be very hard not to jump for joy 
on Easter Day. Trevor 
 

The Lord moves in mysterious ways. 
You will remember the case in February of ‘God’s perfect timing’ . After 
Trevor had opened the service talking about Lepers, Kenton was moved 
to interrupt that Tina was collecting tins of Vaseline for a colleague who 
was going to Uganda to work with Lepers. 
Chris Payne, who is a Nurse at the Farleigh Day Hospice in Maldon, is 
currently treating patients at the Kagando Mission Hospital. As well as 
Leprosy, the major health issues are: Malaria, AIDS, and the effects of 
malnutrition. The Mission also works with local communities on 
projects to improve water supplies, sanitation, and provide training in 
farming techniques and food preparation, so that what littl e food they do 
grow is as nutritious as possible. 
Many thanks to those who donated tins of Vaseline, which are used to 
keep damaged skin moist and protected. 
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Wednesday  1   7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the Kathleen Martin 
Room 

Thursday  2 11.00am Worship at Hill house Court  

Saturday  4   9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the Kathleen 
Martin Room, until 9.45am 

SUNDAY  5 11.00am All -age Sacrament of Holy 
Communion on Palm Sunday, led by 
Revd Colin Hunt 

Wednesday   8   2.30pm  House Group meets at Lee Mount 
(to 4.00pm) All welcome 

Thursday   9   2.30pm Fellowship Group meet in the 
Mayflower Hall; Kate Hackett with an 
Easter Theme 

Thursday    9   8.00pm Maundy Thursday Meal with 
Communion, led by Miss Kathleen 
Martin and Rev Colin Hunt in the 
Mayflower Hall  

Good 10 10.15am United Service with Methodists, in 
Fr iday    our church, followed by 

 11.30am CTB Walk of Witness from 
  Methodist Church Western Road to  
  Emmanuel Church, Laindon Road 

SUNDAY 12 11.00am All -age Sacrament of Holy 
Communion on Easter Day led by 
Revd Trevor Jamison 

SUNDAY  12   2.45pm Worship at Mountnessing Court, led by 
Revd Colin Hunt 

Thursday 16 11.00am Worship at Hill house Court  
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SUNDAY 19 11.00am Sacrament of Holy Communion, led 
by Margaret Hatchard and Kenton 
Church  

SUNDAY 26 11.00am Morning Worship led by Revd Paul 
Whitt le (Moderator of Eastern Synod) 

Sunday  26   1.00pm Question Time, including Revd Paul 
Whittle on the Panel 

Thursday 30 11.00am Worship at Hill house Court  

Thursday 30   7.45pm Ministry Coordinating Group 
 

NOTES FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY  

Is United optional or at the hear t? 

On 9th November last year, we declared our 5-year vision.  In that vision, 
we have some challenging top priorities – making worship as good as it 
can be, building small groups, exploring new ways of communicating, 
seeking to transform with the Vision4Life material. 

But even though we assigned a slightly lesser priority to looking actively 
for ecumenical opportunities, Churches Together in Bill ericay still 
provides excellent chances for response. A brief run through the CTB 
agenda gives some idea of the breadth of these chances for worship and 
outreach. 

In this month of April we have the Walk of Witness through the High 
Street at 11.30am on Good Friday. Before this, there will be a prayer 
vigil from 9pm on Maundy Thursday to 9am on Good Friday. 
(Note: our own Maundy Thursday meal is at 8pm, and a Good 
Friday service with the Methodists at our church is at 10.15am) 
As reported to the February Church Meeting, a new initiative is 
planned whereby CTB will promote six united Sunday evening 
services on a monthly basis, each being at a different church and 
following the usual worship format of the host church. These 
services are due to take place on the third Sunday of each month, 
running from this May to November (excluding August). The 
proposal is for the service at our church to be on 20th September.  



 7 

The Bill ericay Schools Ministry (SMB) folks have proposed that 
each church ‘adopt’ a local school for prayer. This is being explored 
for our church.  

Praise in the Park – an annual service at Lake Meadows - will t his 
year be on 28th June. 

CTB plans a presence at both the Rotary Fun Day that will be on 19th 
July, and Barleylands Country Fair on 12th/13th September. 

The united service in connection with the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity will be at our church in 2010, on 17th January. 

Another Flower Festival li ke last year, another is envisaged for 2010. 

1. An ongoing hope is that the use of St Mary Magdalen might expand 
as a resource for all the churches. Its position in the High Street is an 
obvious benefit that is not possessed by any of the other churches. 

Some new possibiliti es were outlined at the March CTB meeting: 

1. Credit Union – a few volunteers from the Bill ericay churches 
could be trained to run a savings cooperative. 

2. Christians against Poverty is a national debt counselli ng 
charity with a network of 92 centres based in local 
churches - offering hope and a solution to anyone in debt 
through its unique, in-depth service. 

3. Trinity Mind Body and Soul is a Bill ericay-based charity 
working on projects with schools (Bill ericay and 
Mayflower have signed up), charities, and businesses - 
particularly helping disaffected young people to become 
self confident through team involvement. 

Other initiatives invite church support ecumenically – the Chernobyl 
children’s visit, for example, or the recently-started global café at the 
Baptist Church. 

It is tempting to regard inter-church activities as optional extras. But 
Schools Ministry and Christian Aid Week collecting are surely much 
more than optional extras? Are we not still enthusiastic that the United in 
United Reformed Church is at the heart of our own church’s response to 
the Gospel? 
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Please come to Our Easter Day Service at Moun tness ing 
Court. On Easter Sunday, 12 April we are holding our usual Easter 
service at 2.45pm. Colin Hunt will l ead the service, but we need your 
support to come along and sing, and socialise with the people who live 
there. Last year we took flowers from the Easter display in church, 
which were much appreciated, and we plan to do so again. I am also 
buying some small Easter eggs with money from the Communion Fund 
to take with us. A list will be on the vestibule table for anybody who 
needs a li ft.  
 

'The help I received from my Macmill an nu rse was brilli ant' 
(a Patient) You will  be glad to know that the total  raised nationally 
by last September's World's Biggest Coffee Morning was £7.5k. And 
we did our bit! 

 

Our Synod Moderator will take part in  
our Bible Question T ime 

Come back to church on April 26that 1.00 p.m. for Bible Question Time, 
the opportunity to put your questions about the Bible today to our panel 
of “experts” , including Paul Whittle – Moderator of the URC Eastern 
Synod, Kate Hackett – URC Student Minister and Trevor Jamison – 
Minister, Bill ericay URC. 
It’s not a quiz where we test the panelli sts’ knowledge about obscure 
facts from the Bible. Instead it is an opportunity to li sten to what they 
think and feel about the Bible and how it relates to li fe today. So 
questions might include anything from “What’s your favourite book of 
the Bible and why?” to “How does reading the Bible help me to cope 
with the credit crunch today?” - or whatever other imaginative or even 
fun question you would like to put.  
Questions are welcome from everyone – young or old, church member 
or friend, biblical scholars and biblical novices. So come along to hear 
the questions, the answers and the conversation. 
 

The Messenger 
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the May issue by 
Sunday 12 Apr il 2009.  Articles are welcome.  Please speak to 
Robin Derbyshire about any proposal you have. 
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Our Fairtrading To wn and the 
Credit Crunch 
How we can help poo rer coun tries to 
survive.   
A very heartening event for local campaigners 
took place in St Mary's in the High Street on 7 
March, as part of the national Fairtrade 
Fortnight. Local people had been challenged 
to produce designs for a Fairtrade shopping 
bag, and this had caught the imagination of 
school children, among others. Their entries 

hung between the pill ars of the 
church, and many imaginative designs 
were apparent, connecting the town 
with the cause of fair trading, in 
sympathy with the people of the 
developing world who need a fair 
deal for their produce.  Many entries 
came from the pupils of St Peters 
Catholic Primary School, and the 
prizewinner in the under 11 section 
was Lisa Liegeois of the school, 
pictured here with her winning entry. 
(Also bananas were eaten in great 
quantities to publicise their fairly 
traded origins!)  
 

As you can see on our front cover, the event 
was very much an initative of the Town 
Council , spearheaded by Cll r John 
Buchanan. The Council has also produced a 
leaflet listing local Fairtrade shops and 
businesses. To maintain our status as a Fair 
Trade town, we must keep up the pressure 
on firms in the town to sell fairly traded 
goods, or to serve them in restaurants and 
canteens.  
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How governments can help While we are doing our bit to help the 
economy of the developing world there's enormous activity on the world 
stage. Look out at the beginning of April for the G20 summit which 
will t ake place in London. It's a meeting of the 20 wealthiest countries in 
the world, in fact they own 85% of the world's wealth. They meet to 
decide on ways of solving the world economic crisis, which includes of 
course the plight of developing countries, whose diffi culties in trading 
and in obtaining the necessary credit are even more serious than ours. 
African countries have also been invited, so that their voice may be 
heard. It's thought that the credit crunch will put an extra 90 milli on 
people below the poverty line. So it's not just an economic but also a 
humanitarian crisis.  
 

In trade terms, say the politi cians, we are all i nterrelated, including 
poorer countries, which means 'if you won't buy from me, then I can't 
buy from you'. If we protect our own economies too much by refusing to 
let goods from other countries into our markets, the poorer countries will 
suffer more than most.  So what can be done? The World Bank proposes 
setting up a Vulnerabilit y Fund, into which the richer nations will put 
0.7% of the huge sums they are using to stave off the credit crunch. This 
will be to help the economy of poorer countries survive. Businesses in 
developing countries have always found it more diff icult to get credit 
from their banks to fund development. In the past they've had to pay up 
to 30% in interest, but in these crisis conditions it's very diff icult for 
them to get any credit at all .  
 

Do you remember the Mill ennium Goals, which were set up in 2000 to 
improve the conditions of poorer countries, in health, education and in 
the economy? The economic goal is now in peril , because of the 
prospect of years of lost growth. They must be given a greater share of 
world trade.  
 

On the subject of growth, Archbishop Rowan Willi ams spoke out 
recently, saying that for too long our entire system has been geared to 
giving consumers what they want, whether they could afford it or not. 'It 
was growth at all costs', he said, 'but what is growth for?  For what and 
for whom is growth important?'  Words worth pondering!  
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How ind ividuals are helping 
A bank exists to link borr owers with savers, and not for high-r isk 
speculation leading to catastrophic losses.  
 

We must hope that the G20 summit will find ways of getting credit to 
countries who sorely need it. But in a small way this need is being met 
by private individuals in this country who lend their own money to a 
bank called Shared Interest. The money is then lent to producers and 
marketing organisations in the developing world. 
 

Some examples: in Rwanda, until  recently a land of conflict, Shared 
Interest is supporting a major co-operative that produces coffee, with a 
membership of over 2,000 producers. As a result the co-operative has 
been able to start up several community projects, including the 
construction of classrooms, health care faciliti es, roads and bridges. The 
success of this has secured funding from the Big Lottery Fund to provide 
training in business skill s to over 50 
groups of craft workers and to build a 
strong fairtrade network in the country. 
In Costa Rica  Shared Interest money 
has provided the agro-industrial 
development foundation with the power 
to grow its business, and to invest back 
in the community- it's had a massive impact on business, communities 
and individuals alike. There's a small town in Nicaragua, San Juan de 
Rio Coco, which has two coffee co-operatives supported by Shared 
Interest, so much so that it could become Shared Interest company town! 
 

A UK company which imports cotton goods from farmers in India which 
are sold by Traidcraft and Oxfam and some high street stores, uses 
Shared Interest credit to ensure stabilit y in planning for the year ahead, 
so helping the Indian producers.  
 

Altogether Shared Interest helps some 60 producer groups in South 
America, Africa and South East Asia. It has funds of some £24 milli on, 
and aims to treble this figure by 2012.  Its funds are not donations, but 
loans from many individuals in this country. It did offer a small i nterest 
payment, but this has dwindled to nothing, in common with interest 
offered by many banks.  
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However there are people with a littl e spare money, which earns them 
littl e or no interest, who are choosing to invest in Shared Interest, where 
it will at least do much good.  
 

Anybody placing their money at 
the disposal of Shared Interest 
clients is restoring the intended role of banks, to link borrowers with 
savers.        For more information visit:  www.shared-interest.com 
 
Concern abou t the future of local GP surgeries.  
The NHS South West Essex Primary Care Trust has said that most of the 
town's GP surgeries are cramped and don't have the faciliti es to support 
21st century health care. Only the St Andrews Health Centre is regarded 
as adequate. The solution would be to group surgeries together into four 
super surgeries, so called poly-clinics, which would offer a wide range 
of medical services on each site.  
Cll r Terence Gandy has criti cised this statement, particularly as it came 
out after very littl e consultation with patients. Not unnaturally some 
patients may be unhappy that they would have to travel further across 
the town to visit their doctor. Our MP John Baron is waiting for the full 
proposals to be published, and he will t hen call a public meeting, with 
the maximum publicity, so that people can express their views. It will 
help the decision process if this meeting is well attended 
 

Making a Drama out of a Crisis. 
‘Zealot’  is a dramatic retelli ng of the Passion story. 

It is being performed on Palm Sunday, 5th April , Tues 7th and Wed 8th, 
by the Sandon Players who have enlisted Kenton in a starring role. 
The play, which lasts just over an hour, recounts the events of Holy 
Week from the point of view of the Zealots, led by Barabas, and the 
centurion Longinus (Kenton) who, as Pilate’s right hand man, was 
present throughout the trial and crucifixion of Jesus.  What effect does 
their encounter with Jesus have on them? – You’ ll have to watch it to 
find out! 
The performances are from 8pm in the Sandon Vill age Hall where there 
is plenty of parking. And what’s more – admission is free! Just let 
Kenton know that you are coming so that suff icient seating can be put 
out. He can also give directions. 
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We reveal those Hosea e-mails 
Our Lenten study group of the Book of Hosea has unearthed this 
exchange of e-mails, released under the Freedom of Information Act. 

 
From:<God>almighty@celestial.netUnto:<
Hosea>: prophethosea@israel.com 
Subject: Your marriage and more 
I have plans for you. Time you married. Take 
Diblaim's daughter Gomer. 
 

Unto: <God> almighty@celestial.net  
I did as you said, not without misgivings, but 
she's been an unfaithful wife, and now we 
have a son. Your suggestions for his name, 
please, as this marr iage was your idea in the 
first place. 
 

 
Unto:<Hosea>: prophethosea@israel.com 
Certainly. Call him Jezreel. Very suitable, as the king of Israel, for the 
sins of his fathers, is about to be defeated in the valley of Jezreel. And I 
think you'll find that you have a daughter on the way. You must call her 
Unloved, because this is my message to Israel. I won't forgive them for 
all their wickedness and unfaithfulness to me. And looking ahead, you 
will have another son and you are to call him Not-my-people. I hope you 
can see what I'm driving at.  
 

Unto: <God> almighty@celestial.net   
Well , now that I have a most unusual family with all these doom laden 
names, have you any more specific message as to what exactly Israel has 
done wrong? People are asking, and I need to put my prophet's hat on.  

 

Unto:<Hosea>: prophethosea@israel.com 
What they've done wrong? Listen and then give it them straight. They've 
had it too good.  I brought them out of Egypt, didn't abandon them in the 
desert, settled them into this fertile land. Plenty of corn, plenty of wine, 
plenty of olive-oil , even silver and gold. But the more prosperous they 
have become, the more altars they have built to false gods. Perhaps it 
might just begin to dawn on you now why I got you mixed up in all this.  
 



 14 

Unto: <God> almighty@celestial.net   
Seems like our family is a li ving breathing metaphor for your people 
turning away from you. My wife Gomer (still no better than she should 
be, by the way) she must stand for Israel. Very uncomfortable being 
marr ied to her, just as it is for you being marr ied to Israel. Marr iage is 
about faithfulness and love, and you're saying the marr iage has really 
broken down. We had a covenant, didn't we?  

 

Unto:<Hosea>: prophethosea@israel.com 
Glad the penny has dropped. But in spite of all that, you must go on 
loving your wife, just as I love the people of Israel, in a marriage 
covenant. Even though they worship Baal and offer him the very things 
as sacrifices, that they have got from me. So I'll send them back to li ve 
in tents in the desert again amid the thorn bushes, without any luxuries. 
In the end  they will fear me again and will receive my good gifts. That's 
my faithfulness.  
 

Unto: <God> almighty@celestial.net   
Lord,- good news, they've done as you wanted. I can hear them saying 
Let's go back to the Lord. OK, he's punished us, wounded us, but don't 
worry, he'll bind up our wounds, and then we'll be friends again. A new 
day will dawn and he will be with us once more.  And I  believe they'll be 
offering you sacrifices again soon. Isn't that what you wanted to hear? 
 

Unto:<Hosea>: prophethosea@israel.com 
A new day will dawn, they say? You mean like the morning mist which 
is gone in no time. Do I want to smell their burnt offerings? Are you 
going to let them pull the wool over your eyes? You are my prophet, 
Hosea, aren't you smarter than that? Tell them this: it's not animal 
sacrifices I want, but their constant love. Emphasise that word: constant, 
not here today and gone tomorrow.  
 

Unto: <God> almighty@celestial.net   
Lord, my professional reputation is in ruins. I told them everything you 
said. You've turned from your true God, I said, your treasures, such as 
they are, will be turned to dust, you will be carted off back into captivity, 
your homes will be overgrown with weeds. The time for punishment has 
come, I said. Very emphatic I was. And what did they say to that? This 
prophet is an insane fool, they said. And I hold you responsible, Lord, 
for sending me out on an impossible mission. 
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 They are hopelessly evil . Full stop. Where is your faithfulness and your 
love and compassion now?  
 

Unto:<Hosea>: prophethosea@israel.com 
OK, Hosea, you've done your best, and I am steaming. I brought my 
people out to a good land, but they became full and satisfied, they grew 
proud of themselves and forgot me. My  children still ? I'm like a bear 
who has lost her cubs. I will t ear you to pieces, Israel, I will no longer 
have pity on you. I'll send you plagues, war, and a hot east wind from the 
desert, which will dry up your springs and wells.   
 

Unto: <God> almighty@celestial.net   
Thoroughly deserved, Lord, but in a way I'm sorry I lost my temper with 
your children (still your children, I think). This is what I've just come 
from saying to them. Sort of last ditch sermon. In a way I'm rather proud 
of it. Didn't think I'd find the words. Return to the Lord your God, I said, 
Your sin has made you stumble and fall . So here's your prayer to him, 
(not your sacrifice, you'll notice).  Forgive all our sins and accept our 
prayer, and we will praise you, as we have promised. We have nobody 
else to turn to.  
 
Unto:<Hosea>: prophethosea@israel.com 
You know, I can't be angry with them for ever, that's not my nature. I'm 
going to have yet one more try to bring them back to me. I will l ove 
them, and no longer be angry with them. Like an evergreen tree I will 
shelter them. I am the source of all their blessings.  
 

 
 
 
I f there were any further e-mails between God and 
Hosea, they have been lost in the archives.  
Still unhappy with his children, in the end God 
stopped e-maili ng his prophets, and sent his Son. 
But that was for later.......  
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.....meanwhile: in Lent at Holy Redeemer we explored ho w  
Paul writes to the Romans of his Pass ion for the Gospel  
On 24th February, Father Adrian Graffy of the Pastoral Centre in 
Brentwood gave the first of three talks at the church of the Holy 
Redeemer under the title of St. Paul for Today, based on the Letter to the 
Romans.  We were only able to attend this one, due to our own church 
commitments in Lent.  The three talks were: 'Paul's Passion for the 
Gospel' (Romans 1), to be followed by 'Justification by Faith' (Romans 
3) and 'Amazing Grace' (Romans 5).  Father Graffy quoted distinguished 
scholars who said that this letter was the most important Christian 
document ever written, and that its contents were 'overwhelming', but it 
is also the most diff icult of all Paul's letters. Many Christians in our 
church congregations are much more familiar with the Gospel narratives 
than they are with Paul's letters, he said. 
 

Faith, said Fr. Graffy, is one of the key concepts in this letter. Verses 16 
and 17 of chapter 1 give a very condensed version of the themes of the 
letter – the 'saving power of God for everyone who has faith'. The 
righteousness of God  - and the justice, since that is the same word in 
Greek – are 'seen at work, beginning in faith and ending in faith'. At the 
end of this first section of chapter 1, Paul quotes the prophet Habakkuk 
'Whoever is justified through faith shall gain life.' God's way of showing 
justice is through compassion, Fr. Graffy commented.  
 Margaret and Robin Derbyshire 
 
 

JOINT PUBLIC ISSUES CALENDAR 
published by the Baptist Union, the Methodist Church 

and the United Reformed Church 
9 April 2009 Deir Yassin Day (www.sabeel.org) 

 
Deir Yassin was a small Palestinian vill age close to Jerusalem which 
was wiped out in the bitter fighting of 1948.  It is symbolic of the pain 
which still divides the Holy Land. 'Sabeel' means the way or 
spring/channel of li ving water and the Sabeel Palestinian Ecumenical 
Centre for Liberation Theology in Jerusalem promotes a non-violent 
Christian response to conflict. 
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A Lovely Man - Memories of 
Andrew Forde  
 

From John Hickmore's sermon at 
Andrew's funeral 
I have been trying to find a phrase 
which sums him up. I have enquired 
of the family whether this littl e phrase 
will do:  'He was a lovely man'.  I 
don't mean that in any sentimental 
way. I mean he was the sort of man, if 
you look at him he smiled. If you 
spoke to him he listened.  If you 
asked what he thought, he pondered, 
and gave a wise word.  
 

When he came over to Bill ericay he was received into the membership 
of this church, and that meant he was confirmed as a member of the 
whole church of Jesus Christ and was welcomed into this fellowship and 
that was very special. He would not have done anything that he didn't 
mean with all his heart and mind, and he found a church that allowed 
him to go on thinking. He was a valued member of this church. Very 
faithful.  He knew that what he believed remained mysterious and 
wonderful. He didn't expect to be able to comprehend God in some sort 
of scientific way, although he did his best through his science to feel 
after God, but he knew that in the end our minds are too small to 
comprehend more than the outskirts of God's way.  
 

I enjoyed several glorious walks with him in the magnificent country 
parks that surround Bill ericay. And we would talk endlessly, moving 
from one subject to another. All this time he had the enquiring mind and 
the developing intellect, his spirit reaching out to what lies beyond all 
that he saw, and all that he experienced. That spirit that he came to 
recognise in Jesus Christ. 
 

from Simon Houlton 
Picture the scene... You're emptying your trolley at the till i n Waitrose. 
What? A pineapple? Cat food? An electric toothbrush? You hear 
sniggering behind you in the queue and turn round. ‘Afternoon Simon, 
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having fun with your shopping?’ Yes it's Andrew, of course, and all of a 
sudden your random shopping items make sense. Or you’re at the summit 
of a beautiful hill i n Luxembourg, enjoying the ambience of an ancient 
ruined castle. You’re happily taking photographs of this exquisite scene, 
then, all of a sudden, a goblin appears in your camera lens, just as you 
press the shutter. Oh, hang on a minute – it’s Andrew again, pulli ng an 
extraordinarily ridiculous face! 
 

In the summer of 1995, Tessa and I were invited to the wedding of our 
friends Valerie and Andrew over in Ireland. They had asked me to sing 
the Celtic Prayer (the same song I sang at Andrew’s funeral) and were 
made extremely welcome by the myriad of family and friends who were 
there (we have come to know and love both Andrew’s and Valerie’s clans 
over the years). It was a beautiful sunny day and everything was perfect. 
My memory of that day is of two truly loving people who had taken a 
great deal of time and thought before deciding to become a married 
couple. Since that time, our friendship has grown, especially in the last 
few years as our children have also become firm friends. 
 

Andrew was a real deep thinker. Not only because he actually read (and 
understood) books about ‘string theory’ and numerous other theories 
concerning ‘ li fe, the universe and everything’ . Almost anything he 
decided to do would be thought about in great detail , even down to what 
laptop to buy – all the specs of every possible machine would be 
weighed up against each other before making the best possible choice 
(and you could guarantee that the right choice would be made). He was 
also really good at explaining these theories so that even someone of less 
intelli gence, such as myself, could get an idea of what it was all about. 
The words of the last verse of Andrew’s poem ‘Search in Time’ (see 
page 21) give a glimpse of his understanding of how time and space may 
well bend back on themselves, so the quickest way to get from earth to 
another planet many light years away may well not be in an obvious 
straight line… I had many conversations with Andrew about this and 
other theories that made a lot more sense to him than to me (he really 
tried very hard to help me understand!). 
Over the years we have many memories of Andrew – the cricket matches 
against Ingatestone and Brentwood where Andrew, undeterred, bowled 
at least six wides in a row (and I really do mean wide – the batsman 
would have required a ten foot long bat to get anywhere near any of 
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them): or the unforgettable mad Irish dancing puppets at our harvest 
social controlled from under the stage by Valerie and Andrew that had us 
all i n stitches.  
For the last few years the Fordes, Jacksons and Houltons have gone 
away together for our summer holidays. Consequently, we have all 
grown ever closer and really got to know each other, almost inside out. 
Those times have been very special for all of us – times of much sharing 
and laughter where we have enjoyed each other’s company either out for 
day trips, over the many meals we have had together, or talking or 
watching films into the small hours. We will always treasure our 
memories of the fun times we shared with Andrew.  
 

Andrew was a very important part of all our li ves. We will mi ss him very 
much, but have so many happy memories to take with us into the future. 
We are all truly blessed to have known such a special friend.  As John 
Hickmore has said: He really was a lovely man. 
 

From John Jackson 
I’m sitting here in a hospital waiting room and have decided it’s time for 
me to commit some of my inadequate thoughts to paper on my friend 
Andrew. 
 

He was a firm believer in a ‘r ight way’ to do things as Valerie will t ell 
you when she tries to work out her phone. This didn’ t mean other ways 
were wrong, they were just less eff icient and Andrew liked things to be 
done ‘properly’ . If we all could learn one thing from Andrew it would be 
to consider things before opening our mouths or reacting to something. 
He and I would often be on different sides of the politi cal fence, but 
when I made a point he would always stop, think and then give a 
considered reply, certainly a legacy I hope to learn from. 
 

He also had a great, perhaps best described as ‘wicked’ sense of humour. 
Often based on a daft comment from one of the ‘girls’ and usually one in 
particular, sorry to mention names, Tessa, (A mantle Simon and I will 
attempt to take on). His humour was never cruel and his ‘victims’ would 
often comment, when he wasn’ t around, that he would have made the 
most of any daft thing they said. 
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He was an intellectual person who enjoyed a discussion and time to 
contemplate the universe. I must admit, I agree with his theory that time 
might not be constant, doesn’ t it always seemed to slow down during 
meetings for example, or maybe that’s just me! He was also generous 
with his brains, and there are many reading this who will have benefited 
from his computer or other knowledge. There were certainly times we 
kill ed off a few brain cells trying to find the most potent absinthe we 
could. I can still see the strange contorted faces we made when drinking 
it down, feel my nostril hairs burning and then trying to speak before 
collapsing in fits of giggles. 
 

His view of God and the universe was deep, and from a physics point of 
view, somewhat complicated, but science, far from being the opposite of 
religion as it is so often portrayed, for Andrew they only confirmed and 
complimented one another and strengthened his belief. 
 

He was a great, loving and caring family man as can be seen from the 
photos of himself, Valerie and the girls around their home. And in recent 
years the Houltons and Jacksons have become, I li ke to think, an 
extended part of that family, which has been a pleasure and privilege 
beyond that which I can express here in words. 
 

As Mark Twain said ‘we should li ve our li ves, so that when we die, even 
the undertaker is sorry’ and this was certainly the case with Andrew, for 
you will find no one with a word against him, and in our modern world, 
that is certainly some achievement and memorial. My li fe was certainly 
enriched by knowing Andrew Forde and the world is a poorer place for 
his passing. 
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Search in Time                                         
I look to the heavens and find uncountable stars, 
Scattered galaxies and this tiny planet of ours. 
I know you are there in the vastness of space. 
But you I cannot see. 
 

I look into the atom and quanta of light, 
Particles fleeting and uncertain in their flight. 
I know you are there in the infinitesimally small . 
But you I cannot see. 
 

I li sten to symphonies, perhaps music's the key, 
Existing on paper as well as in memory. 
I know you are there in these ephemeral sounds. 
But you I cannot see. 
 

I study equations, and ponder the infinite. 
The maths helps to grasp it, just for a minute. 
I know you are there behind these patterns of symbols. 
But you I cannot see. 
 

In the trees, in the mountains, in the streams, in the rain, 
In the dawn, in the dusk, across that African plain. 
I know you are there in the beauty of it all . 
But you I cannot see. 
 

Then, in the wars, and the bombs, and the dreadful mess 
Of our hatred, and greed to get more and give less. 
I know you are there in the midst of our folly. 
But you I cannot see. 
 

There are earthquakes, famine, ill ness and flood, 
There's responsibilit y to take here too, for this loss of blood. 
I know you are there when li fe seems so unfair. 
But you I cannot see. 
 

There's a freedom and choice given to us all . 
Freedom given to nature too, else it won't work at all . 
I know you are there when those freedoms are claimed. 
But you I cannot see. 
 

I look at my friends and my family. 
A loving wife's hug, children laughing with glee. 
I know you are there in both good times and bad. 
But you I cannot see. 
 

The search is a long and diff icult one. 
And instinct tells me time is almost done. 
 

I suspect that time will t urn out to be, 
Just a trick of the light, separating you from me. 
I know you are there in all that there is. 
And you I soon will see.                           (Andrew Forde, February 2008) 
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Easter is a time of celebration, but also of renewal and dedication to 
continued service in a li fe of faith.  This is expressed in the following 
two prayers from Christian Aid's Prayer Diary, asking that God's love for 
us may be shown in caring for others in his world.  
Risen Lord, show me the reality of your transforming love, so that I may 
show it to others and take it out in the world.  Amen 
 

God of all l ove, help us to be inspired by the li fe, death and resurrection 
of Christ, so that we are strengthened to take risks and to bear fruit, in 
the name of your love and goodness. Amen 
 

 
ENDPIECE – by a member of the cong regation 
Easter for the Present – and the Future 
For 2,000 years Christians have tried to understand what happened at the 
first Easter.  A Jewish man came into conflict with his own society 
leaders and was put to death in an ignominious way.  His small  enclave 
of followers should have been destroyed by the loss of their leader – but 
they went on to share with the world their joy and hope in the 'Good 
News' (the Gospel of Jesus Christ), because they believed that he had 
come back to li fe.  Jesus was risen from the dead.     
 

The full meaning of the death of Jesus on the cross remains a mystery.  
Yet, it is one that draws us on, even in our modern day questioning and 
fiercely secular world.  It demands that we take a great 'leap of faith' that 
will t ake us on a li felong journey of understanding and response.   
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At the heart of this old story, which will be retold again in all it s vivid 
detail through the days of Palm Sunday, Holy Week, Good Friday and 
Easter, is the conviction of a God who lives and moves in his world 
today.   
Easter tells us that God is not above human suffering, but there in the 
midst of it.  In the person of Jesus, God shares the darkest corners of our 
earthly li ving. This may be a time of personal grief or sorrow or a time 
of wrestling with circumstances.  It may be as we look out onto the 
diff iculties and pain of the world as we see it today.  The victory of 
Easter is not simply the resurrection to li fe to Jesus among his disciples, 
in some way that we cannot fully understand, but that the hope of 
resurrection surrounds all those who believe in Jesus – both now and in 
the hereafter.   
 

Easter calls us on to further discipleship.  “Follow me,” Jesus 
commanded his followers.  Just as he looked for the image of God in 
places where others could not see this – in a child, in a Samaritan 
woman, in a leper – so we are challenged to test what the message of the 
Gospel is saying to us today.  Jesus was in conflict with the power 
structures of his day which harmed the poor and the simple believers – 
that was not what God wanted.  Following the death and resurrection of 
Jesus, his disciples had to learn to speak out boldly in his name, risking 
their own lives as they did so. 
We live in complex and, often, unhappy times.  Yet, the message of 
Easter leads us to joy – and hope for our world.  We are being called to 
turn away from our extravagant and profligate society and use our 
resources much more wisely, as we work together – creating God's 
Kingdom on earth. Last autumn, the Canadian writer Margaret Atwood, 
suggested to Americans suffering from the credit crunch that they might 
rediscover the delights of simple things such as a 'walk in the woods'.  
 

On a recent television programme, one speaker suggested that Christians 
in the West, where the number of churchgoers is in decline, should 
return to the basic truths of the gospel of Jesus and find ways of sharing 
that with others. And the future of the Church – that lies in the truths of 
the Gospel and in the person of Jesus.  May the light of Jesus be with 
those who follow him, who see his face in all those they encounter.  Let 
us aff irm again, for the present and for the future:  
                           “The Lord is risen.  He is risen indeed.”  
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CHURCH FLOWERS 
 

 April  5 Peggy Nisbet 
  12 Easter – Mair Powell  
  19 & 26 Vacant 
 May 3 Dianne Lough 
 
 
 
 
 

Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall  
at 8.00pm, as follows:- 

 April  2 Roy Kinsman will receive cheque for Alzheimer’s  
 (Fri) 3 Coffee & Cake Morning in Mayflower Hall 10-12 
  9 Maundy Thursday service in the Mayflower Hall  
  16 Easter Holiday 
  23 Ann Hardy ‘For Richer for Poorer’  
  30 Neighbourhood Watch 

Coffee Morning – 16 April  

�


