Gooo Fré
10-120

\\ | HiEge
1130 ke
Fromthie Metodis=X




Peter Brierley displays
his Palm Sunday
message (his Easter
work is on our cover!)

We celebrate with Peggy Nisbet her 65
years church membership

Elders are inducted
for a new three-year
term of service:

(left to right) Kenton Church, Robin Derbyshire, Angela Chris{jaho
was ordained as an Eldekprna Jacob, and Simon Mynott.
[Andrew Mackenzie was absent in New Zealand]



Trevor writes:

God's saving Presence is watching us

“Christ is the unseen guest at every meal, the
silent listener to every conversation”, or so ran
the wording on a plaque which adorned the
dining room wall in the house to which | had
been invited to dinner. | suppose | should have
found this sentiment a comfort but | must
confess that at the time it seemed a little siniste
to me. Not only was Christ keeping an eye on
my table manners — mouth always shut when | chem@@)bows on the
table — but he was eavesdropping on every comnfered and any
aside uttered by me during the course of the nigaleast | had been
given fair warning but what about my manners anavecsation on all
those previous occasions when | had shared a meaha notice was
affixed to the wall?

Perhaps it is better to have Christ as the unsésereer rather than
some of the alternatives. The UK, it is claimeds heore CCTV cameras
per head of population than any other country & lorld: 4.8 million
cameras in 2005 and no-one really knows how mamy hext time you
are up in central London pause for a moment to idensthat in
Westminster Council’'s CCTV control room someone rbaywatching
you on one of forty-eight screens that control ¢wedred and sixty
fixed cameras plus dozens of wi-fi-connected molgiéeneras. This
“state of the art” centre is frequently visited fi@presentatives of police
forces from around the world, impressed by cam#ras can “id” you
from seventy-five metres away. They may then chdaoseansmit your
picture to the relevant police control room. Sg/au do you pause to
think about this try not to do so in a suspicicasking manner.

It may be true that the camera does not lie butesiomes it does not tell
the full story. Recent pictures of some G20 prorssbreaking the
windows of the Royal Bank of Scotland building iaridon show almost
more photographers present than protestors so bBpresentative was
the image of what was going on that day? Likewisgges of police
officers appearing to assault protestors the wbabthae day.



On the other hand the camera can uncover trutfeswige unavailable
to us. In 2007 | witnessed a “smash and grab” aaid jewelry shop in
central Cambridge. As the robbers emerged fromstimp they were
confronted with a small army of passers-by, alldimd up their mobile
phones to take pictures of the faces of the pexfwet. Likewise, the
photographs and videos taken by police, demonssratad city workers
(including at least one church member from thistgrase) may be a
force for good, uncovering truth and restrainingmppractices and bad
actions on future occasions.

How we feel about being observed is greatly infeeghby the view we
have of the observer. Some feel reassured to khatv“the forces of
law and order” are watching over us. Others areriedrthat “big
government” is watching our every move. Likewisewhyou feel about
being watched over by Christ depends not only oatwbu have been
up to but what image you have of God. The picturésod as some
irritable old guy, living only to catch us out inisdemeanours and
possessing unimaginable powers to punish us, diek fhe insight that
“it was not to judge the world that God sent hisr $ato the world, but
that through him the world might be saved” (Johi B should help us
here. God observes us and our failings, then adave or redeem rather
than to condemn or punish. The instigators and atpes of CCTV
systems, however, are not God but human beingsukerone to our
failings and shortcomings. We might do well to laeittous about these
unseen observers yet more trusting of the divimseen guest at each
meal and in every life.

Trevor

Hidden pearls, wicked servants, vineyard workeusiful sons, wedding feasts
and colossal amounts of money are on offer duri@§92at the monthly
evening services taking place at Brentwood UnitefloRned Church. These
form the characters and content for parables afsldsat we would not know
about unless Matthew had told us about them iiGloispel.

Each third Sunday of the month at 5.00 p.m. pedpien all three of the
congregations in the pastorate gather to worshiputih prayer, song,
scripture, sermon and the sacrament of holy comonuni¥ou are invited to
join with them for any or all of these servicesgledasting approximately one
hour. (For schedule of these services see page 11)
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Saturday 2 9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the keathn
Martin Room, until 9.45am

SUNDAY 3 11.00am All-age Sacrament of Holy
Communion, led by Revd John

Hickmore

Wednesday 6 7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the KeghlMartin
Room

Saturday 9 8.45am Bob Carpenter Memorial Walk

SUNDAY 10 11.00am Morning Worship led by Ms Kate
Hackett

Sunday 10 Christian Aid Week starts

Wednesday 13 11.00am Fellowship Group outing teMates
Mansion, llford
Conducted tour for those who have pre-
booked (starts at 11.00am)

Thursday 14 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court

SUNDAY 17 11.00am Sacrament of Holy Communion,
led by Revd Trevor Jamison, and
including dedication of new sound

system
Sunday 17 1.00pm Poverty Lunch
Sunday 17 5.00pm Afternoon worship at Brentwoddd)

to which our church is invited.
Matthew 18: 21-35
The wicked servant

Sunday 17 7.00pm CTB-sponsored Worship at Baptist
Church, Perry Street, to which we are
invited



Tuesday 19 3.00pm World Focus Committee medteat t
home of Peggy Nisbet
8.00pm Church Weekend Committee meet
in the Kathleen Martin Room

Wednesday 20 7.45pm Church Meeting in the church

Thursday 21 7.45pm World Focus Committee mee®reat
Blunts — home of Peggy Nisbet

SUNDAY 24 11.00am Morning Worship led by Mr Simon
Houlton

Thursday 28 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court

SUNDAY 31 11.00am Morning Worship on Pentecost lebly
Mrs Muriel Lodemore

o & "( ) |

) * 4 + K%

As | write this, we are one day after the™2@nniversary of the
Hillsborough disaster. | still remember™8pril 1989. As my daughter
Alison and | talked at half-time in the Tottenharotspur game we had
been watching, a silence came over the crowd whentriagedy at
Sheffield was announced. Alan Hansen, Liverpoptaia in those days,
speaking onMatch of the Daylast Saturday and talking about the
numerous funerals the players had attended, simpptyit this way:
“football is nothing.”

Everyone would surely agree that life itself is emamportant than our
recreation or even our work. However, it often take shock like
Hillsborough for this to be publicly acknowledgeBlut our worship
surely reminds us constantly that the quality dé litself is very
precious?

This of course has important implications. For eghanour_worship
must be as good as it can be, we must communaatelves well to
others, and we need to suppedch other in our lives. Some of the
things that are currently happening in our chuedtect these.



1. Worship — the church worship group was set up after the
9" November Church Meeting, and consists of Kentoar€t Peter
Brierley, Muriel Lodemore, Simon Houlton, Margak¢atchard, and
Margaret and Robin Derbyshire.

2. The group meets regularly with Trevor, our Miers Margaret
Hatchard and Kenton conducted the™1@pril service. Other
services to be taken by members of the group wilbh 24'May,
31" May and 14 June. There will be further such services in
August. Members of the group are inviting feedbackthese
services from the congregation, either individuatymore formally
at Elders or Church Meeting. Indeed the group Beedevelopment
as a partnership between leaders and the congregatiithout
which it cannot succeed.

3. Communications- Kenton, Simon Houlton, Trevor, Lorna Jacob,
Rachel Stenhouse and | have been looking at how cburch
communicates itself. Some of our number put togetihe leaflet at
Christmas that gives visitors a summary of our chisrlife. We are
currently thinking of challenging the Church Megti{probably in
July) to take a critical look at how welcoming wes @as a church.
You might like to think about that in the meantime.

4. Mutual Support- a letter from Trevor and me is being given to al
those who are at present part of this congregalfiba letter follows
the decision of the™November Church Meeting to invite everyone
to belong to a small group. Belonging to a regslaall get-together
can be a real help in sharing the experiences ofaitlh and life in a
relaxing way. (The letters are enclosed with tHisy Messenger
Please let me know if you do not receive your passcopy.) The
letter invites you to reply to me by ®4May, advising your
availability for group get-togethers.

Mixing your 'k's with your 'm's.  We said last month that last year
the Macmillan Nurses had raised 7.5k (thousandijomaily by their
Coffee Morning. That should of course have be&miillion! Sorry!



God is speaking ...

Not so long ago in church (and perhaps still todaghe minds of many
church people) “calling” was all about ordinatiom the Ministry of

Word and Sacraments. Today, the call to this miigs still an

important and essential on in the United Reformédrch but it by no
means the only one.

As the content of the Enquirers Conference, dudat@ place at
Emmanuel URC Cambridge on Saturday Jun® 20.30 a.m. — 4.30
p.m. shows, this is no longer the case as fareafturch is concerned.
Ministries to be explored on the day also includeuich Related

Community Work, Lay Preacher, Local Church Leadsdt &vangelist.

If you feel called to explore any of these minesriat this time then you
can do so at this day conference.

Further information about the day can be obtaimechf

Peter Ball, Synod Training and Development Officéhe United

Reformed Church, Eastern Synod, Duxford Road, \ekitrd,

CAMBRIDGE, CB22 4ND.

Tel. 01223 830770 emadastern.tdo@urc.org.uér from the Eastern
Synod website dtttp://www.urc-eastern.org.uk/

Alternatively, please feel free to have a convéssatwith Trevor
Jamison about any of these ministries or relateitiensa

In May please support Christian Aid in three____ways, if you are
able:

Christian Aid Week, 10-17 May. House to house collections. Our
new organiser, John Jackson, will be asking for your support.

Carpenter Walk, 9 May: please sponsor Phillip Mynott as once
again he strides round the nine-mile circuit!

Poverty Lunch, 17 May: Lunch with us and give to Christian Aid
what you save. Lists available soon.
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Ann Mynott explains:
Why Traidcratft is still important

— after 30 years

When Traidcraft started no one really knew
what Fair Trade meant.

Thirty years on, the knowledge of Fair Trade hasaased greatly and
so many foods available in our Supermarkets beatiegFair Trade
Mark, show the raised profile. You can get Faiadé coffee and a
cuppa in many cafes and stores. Fair Trade cédtased in the making
of M&S T shirts and one is likely to see the mark goods in other
outlets too, eg Natural Collection.

So why is it still important to buy from Traidcraft

If you read the leafletSmall Stall Big Impact'you will find many
reasons listed. | pick out one or two:

Traidcraft invests in training and business tmwaent for

producers

Commits to working with producers long-term

Lobbies governments to improve justice in trade
The present world economic situation presents #dectge to Traidcraft
and so far they have managed to protect their merdyartners,
continuing to give advance payments when orders placed
(commercial competitors do not always offer thi$herefore Traidcraft
has to maintain its sales and increase them ifilpless

| have been the Fair Trader in this church for ngat9 years and the
time has come to hand over to someone else. | twofvish after the
Christmas rush. Is there a person or persons wholavike to carry on
with this worthwhile task? It does involve quiteotof work, | probably
have increased this load by working outside in pttteurches but it is
enjoyable too and you meet some lovely people. Eltiers wish the
church to go on selling Traidcraft goods.

| do not have my purchase figures for the lastrigia year but 2007-
2008 they were £4,688 and have been in the redighad figure for
several years. Can Traidcraft afford to lose thigrch as a customer?
Finally: On Friday 19" June there will be a 38 Birthday Lunch in
the Mayflower Hall at 12.30, see you there!!
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Selling and Socialising at the Charities Sale

Our Easter Charities Sale goes from Strength to Strength,
with an excellent turn out from people inside and outside the
church

Once again Jane Andrews
brought the Schools
Ministry along, and raised
£116 from the sale of
delicious cakes. Here she
is on the SMB stand
pointing out the pictures of
her two assistants.

ARK raised £77 for Health Help
International. Here Luke is
persuading a customer that this
is something she's alway
wanted.

[72)

Angela and Bill Christian were rushed off their
feet by the demand for refreshments, which raised
£79 for Epilepsy Research.

David Bremner of the Billericay Society was
selling the many local interest publications which
inform us about the history of our town.
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May: a Month of momentous Events

in the Church's Calendar

May is a crowded month in the calendar, as we frass the joy of
Easter, share the disciples’ struggle to understhedmeaning of the
Resurrection, and come to the Ascension (May Xlyibar).

Two stories illustrate how hard the disciples fountb understand the
Resurrection. One of these is the story of Doublihgmag(for this see

the Endpiece)The other is the story of Jesus' appearancedop@s and
his friends on the road to Emmaus. In their sadribsy did not

recognise him until he broke bread in their ho(iseke chapter 24)

Rembrandt's depiction of this event shows how @irteyes he is now
revealed not just as a travelling companion buhassuffering Messiah,
they had been waiting for.

After this, on 21 May this year, comes the AscemsiModern people do
find it difficult to grasp the meaning of this, @tts last appearance on
earth, especially if we do not think of heaven aseassarily vertically
above the earth.
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Here's a modern depiction, which does not stressufiward course of
Jesus' journey, but shows how he has now becomed.dl of all
people. Jesus can now be experienced anywhergmitet by time and
space. He is with us everywhere, and always.

Finally comes Pentecost (31 May this year). Our 8&own the back
cover, is already exploring Pentecost, though leytiime it arrives we
shall have hopefully published another Messengat.vi22 hope you'll
consider Mouse's explanation of the coming of thalyHSpirit, in
advance of our Pentecost celebrations on the #gspidthe month!

The Greatest Stories ever told?
The Sermons which Trevor will preach at Brentwodd@Jand the passages

from Matthew’s Gospel they are based on (see ppgee3as follows:

17 May 18: 21-35 The wicked servant

21 June 20: 1-16 Workers in the vineyard

19 July 21: 28-32  The two sons

20 Sept 22: 1-14 The wedding banquet

18 Oct 25: 1-13 Girls at the wedding celebration
15 Nov 25: 14-30 The talents
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Bandits and Zealots:
a new play goes behind the events of the Crucifixio n

Kenton invited us in Holy Week to a performance'féalot’ by the

Sandon Players, written by a member of the casteliitres on two

characters in the gospel story, one of whom hdme but crucial role in

the trial leading to Jesus' death. The other wasafrthe more obscure
of Jesus' disciples, but distinguished by his ricka 'the Zealot'.

Barabbas is what we would today call a terroristadreedom fighter,

depending on your point of view. Mark and Lukeametcthat he had
committed murder in an uprising against the Romecupiers. If this

were so, and since there was a strong sentimeintsagiae occupation, it
could actually have been a clever move on the paithose of his

supporters who were committed to violence. Thayestiup the crowd
to demand his release, in preference to the ndentidesus, who was
preaching a kingdom far removed from these wonhdgnoeuvrings.

The disciple Simon's nickname of Zealot could welle been applied
to Barabbas also, as it refers to the religious aatibnalist ideology
underpinning resistance to Rome. The Zealots westeici Jewish sect,
who in their extreme form refused to pay taxes twnR, and led an
unsuccessful revolt against them in 66-70AD. Itingeresting that
Simon, with his beliefs, became a disciple of Jefeyhaps this was
because initially he thought that Jesus could feeadtional movement
against Rome.

Back to the play! There is no gospel evidence Batbbas and Simon
ever knew each other, but here they meet and dehatéery
Barabbas ever looking for a chance to attack th@ds, Simon on the
other hand increasingly drawn to the core of Jemassage.

Barabbas is incredulous that the naive Pilate shbale agreed to the
crowd's demand that he be released, since of cherséll only resume

his campaign of violence. As to Simon, some tradgi have it that he
was a faithful follower of his Master, became asmsary in Egypt and

Persia, and died a martyr's death.
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Kenton played the part of
a Roman centurion
bodyguard to Pilate. He
begins as the loyal right
hand man to the
Governor and a shrewd
intelligence gatherer of
the activites of the
insurgents, but he ends
up more in sympathy
with the followers of the
risen Jesus.

The play is a fascinating exploration of the po$ittand changing
loyalties of gospel figures, peripheral and centoathe crucifixion. The
audience enthusiastically applauded the authortb@dsandon Players
for their imaginative portrayals, which causedeast one member of the
audience to go back to the gospels in search ofifterical figures, in
so far as it is possible to discern them clearlyist distance.

Cakes and Coffee bring in the crowds
Embarking on their
fund raising effort
for their new
Charity, the Pelican
Cancer Fund, the
Mayflower  Ladies
held a Coffee and
Cakes morning.

Working hard in the
kitchen were Ray
Packman and Pearl
Johnson.

No wonder the morning went well, given the temptsafection of cakes
on offer! The result was an astounding £222 raised.
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Every little helps, especially in the Gambia

Brian and Fidel Porter bring a little happiness on their visit

Fidel and | returned to Africa last month to meet tamily and friends.
It was a great joy, as we hadn’t seen them foryears. Fidel also took
the opportunity to visit her mum in neighbouringuern Senegal.
(Fidel was fostered in The Gambia from the agena, @ven though she
had her own parents in Senegal. This is quite commo the
Senegambia region; Fidel's foster mum had no gdgridel was sent to
redress the balance).

We were able to attend the Sunday service in thecbhwhere we were
married four years ago. There were about 500 irctimgregation and 40
in the choir. An electronic organ, a guitar andrfdeums accompanied
the singing!

Little has changed since we were last there exteptfor the Gambians
prices have risen. From our point of view the exgfgarate is now much
less favourable.

Gambia is the smallest country in mainland Afriaad aone of the

poorest. They say that the average Gambian eaary/ €0 times less
than the average European and in terms of develaiprtas said they

are some 100 years behind us. Most cook on the @ieer wood fires

and use irons filled with charcoal. Rice is thepktaliet and fish or meat
is added to the dishes when funds allow. Life etqrexy is about 43
years.

The majority live in compounds, which are encloseéas of land
containing several simple dwellings. Members of ame family
usually occupy them, although often it is difficédtr a visitor to work
out the relationships. I've been going there faargeand | still get in a
muddle!

We were able to bring a little happiness to a févthe local children.
One of my fellow volunteers at the Oxfam shop inld@ester very
kindly knitted some dolls’ and babies’ clothes & to distribute while
we were there. They were all gratefully receivelde tchildren will
benefit straight away, as the evenings are quit atathis time of year.
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We look forward to our next visit. Despite the pdyeGambians remain
a warm, friendly race, eager to welcome the visittrat’'s why they call

it “The Smiling Coast”!

Unfortunately we only print in
black and white, but it's wel
worth you looking at the web
version of Messenger to see
these pictures in beautiful
colour!
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“I never thought there'd be all these people. They
say that Community is dead, but it isn't. All thes e
people walking together....!” sa id police escort.

On Good Friday the Police
escorted the CTB walk up
Western Road and down the
High Street. Before the walk,
time for two of the policewomen
WPC Caley and her colleague, to
pose with the young banne
carriers.

=

Before the Walk Rev Stan Swift
eloquently blessed the new CTB
banner which young people carried at its head.

Along the High Street there was some waving andirsgnirom the
onlookers (a very friendly wave from our resideadyl Big Issue seller).
Several shoppers were seen studying carefully tHd (andout
explaining the purpose of the Walk. At the endtbé Walk at
Emmanuel Church WPC Caley had time to reflect endistically that it
showed a Community Spirit, which some people thougts dead!

Friends blessed us as they led us on Maundy Thursd  ay

On the afternoon of Maundy Thursday Kate Hackatter final weeks
of training for ministry in the United Reformed QGbb spoke to the
Fellowship. Introducing Kate, who has been with guint pastorate
since last autumn, Charles Lodemore said. “Sheecpantly to learn
from us but mainly, it seems, to give to us andaneeall grateful to her.”
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Kate showed an 8 minute presentation about the iast year by
students in training for ministry to the Tantur Beenical Institute close
to Bethlehem. For those who have been to the Halyd, the still
pictures of places associated with the life andistiy of Jesus brought
back many memories. The present day conflict sshié from Tantur
with a glimpse of the Wall. Palestinians have aspthrough the narrow
gate to enter and leave Bethlehem and soldierdeaggressive. It is
easier for visitors. Kate said that one almostelirldable experience
was to swim in the early morning in the Sea of I8ali

We thank Kate for sharing her thoughts and expeeerand
understanding with us.

Kate was just one of the 26 people present in tagflgwer Hall when
we shared a 'supper' of soup and bread. The degotvere led by
Kathleen Martin, who suggested we think of what thast Supper'
meant to the disciples present, gathered like ushere a traditional
meal. Unlike us, however, they did not know thelieg of that day's
events, though one or two perhaps had begun t@ gvhat Jesus was
saying to them. Colin Hunt presided at Communidnwas a time of
quiet spirituality and we thank both Kathleen araliCfor their ministry
to us. We welcomed Beryl (Hunt) and another frienthggi Smith,
who joined us that evening.

Good Friday and Easter Day

Our friends from the Methodist Church joined us tbe morning
service, and Rev Judith Maizel-Long preached fer fitst time in this
church. She spoke of the authority Jesus showeihgdinis trial, and
how this showed the authority and the power of Goer all the events
of Holy Week and Easter. Before her sermon we hadrtdl reading of
chapters 18 and 19 of John's gospel.

Thanks to Janet Phillips and helpers for decoratimg church so
beautifully with spring flowers on Easter Day. ése visitor remarked,
'the church looks especially bright today'. It wagaost the Easter
morning sun: the yellow daffodils and tulips on gvevindowsill lit up
our worship. In the afternoon the basket contairtimg main flower
arrangement was taken to Mountnessing Court for sewvice there,
conducted by Colin Hunt, and residents joined enEaster hymns.
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Raymond Hatchard
We're all very sorry to hear of the death of Raydchddatchard
Margaret's brother. They had always lived togetied we know her
loss will be very great.

Raymond was a Billericay boy, born and bred. He e@scated at St
John's and the Billericay Secondary School. On itgpwschool he
worked in the city, not always with the same fitde retired some years
ago, and enjoyed his retirement. He had many isterencluding books,
and was especially interested in Scotland, thougglieve he only went
there once. He was a keen walker and until higgsiilness a few years
ago, he was a familiar figure, often taking walkghe area, especially in
his beloved woods. On one Bank Holiday Monday motang ago he
led a walk with members of the church, showing higpressive
knowledge of the woods. His parents came from lga8an Army
background and from his father he inherited hisla¥ the band. He
played the trombone really well. Raymond was notaen for small talk,
but with friends he would happily chat away.

Our church possesses the valued fruits of his workhe form of a
catalogue of all the graves in our church graveydabether with the
names he includes in many cases biographical ntagen from his
researches in the local press archives, a sourcgoomation not readily
available elsewherd sample entry is shown above.

Though not a member of this church he had stroms lthrough his
earlier days, and through Margaret. In his retineimgears his
neighbours opposite were very good to him, andiveailsl like to record
our thanks to them in particular. So we rememberrgslii@t in our
prayers and offer her our love at this sad time. Kathleen Martin
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Margaret has written this letter for the magazine:
“I cannot begin to find the words to thank the mensb of the
congregation who have shown me so much love ipaséfew weeks.

Flowers, phone calls, many cards and friendly wiwage helped to ease
the pain of losing my brother with whom | had livied 65 years.

Few of you knew him, but he always read Messenger'with interest.
For some of you he had his own form of identity teat he could
describe, to me, people he met whilst out and abodihe town. He
would have been so pleased that | received so msupiport at his
funeral. With only a very small family | would hawelt so isolated
without the presence of so many friends. So thankjust for being
there.”

| -& ) |

On Easter Day, Angela Christian was ordained
and inducted as an Elder and Kenton Church,
Robin Derbyshire, Lorna Jacob and Simon
Mynott were inducted as Elders for a further
period of service. Andrew Mackenzie will be
inducted as a Serving Elder at a later date. We
pray God's blessing on all these friends as they
share in the life and witness of our church. Mhagytbe supported
actively by the prayers of the whole fellowshiptbé church, as we all
seek together the vision of our Lord in this plaod at this time.

We thank the retiring Elders, Wendy Breden, Tessaltdn, Dianne
Lough and Dennis Jordan for their dedication anthgawitness during
the past three years.

On Easter Day, Peggy Nisbet was presented witldafcam the Church
and a basket of flowers. M9April 2009 marked the 65 years during
which Peggy has been a 'good and faithful seraduitis church, giving
her time and energy in many ways and sharing inskiprwith her
fellow believers. We thank Peggy for all she ha®igand continues to
give to us all.
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On 5" April, Palm Sunday, the Radio 4 morning serviceneafrom
Upper Clapton URC Hackney. It is a church withri&tionalities in it
and one where the church, the community and thiegalork closely
together as they face many problems. That afterrtbere would be
peace march through Hackney, with all sections h& tommunity,
people of faith as well as police and community keos taking part.
They would be “crying out that violence is destiuet crying out that
Jesus is Lord and that the message of Jesus @Ghrislevant today.’
The radio audience was welcomed on behalf of “tim#dd Reformed
Church — that wonderful body of Christians”. Itsva humbling tribute
to the vital work that this church does in its ol@ecal community. AS
fellow Christians we need to share and pray foritkl the needs of th
communities in which we are placed and for the wideeds of the
world.
Lord of all,
We pray for those in need in your world and forsdaovho dedicats
themselves to helping others in your name. We neloee the work of
Christian Aid this month, praying that in Christigkid Week many
people will respond and give to others not knowrthem. May the
Easter message of hope and resurrection touchrauwinléd world ang
may the leaders of the world look beyond short-teational interests
to a vision of the world that includes all its pxsp We pray too fo
ourselves that we may be enabled to draw on theepofwour Spirit to
give out to others in your name. Amen

1%
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10-16 May Christian Aid Weelkww.christianaid.org.uk
17 May Not for Sale Sunday (Churches Alert to Seadficking
across Europeyww.chaste.org.uk
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Endpiece, by a member of the congregation

‘Unless | can touch the scars with my finger...'

Caravaggio painted Doubting Thomas meeting with the
risen Jesus. The talking may have gone something i ke
this (John 20: 19-29)

And as | said, I've met plenty of people who'll se¢ all sorts of miracle
tales. Clever tricks to take advantage of the lglalli Water into wine,
healing the sick, very fine, and they did pleasediowds, | didn't quite
see how it was worked, but in the end that didrétten, he was
crucified, had a spear stuck into his body, I'nttgreough but you can't
survive that sort of treatment. | know some of gua carried away, but
I've seen it all and | know real from make believe.

Thomas, I'm down to earth just like you, but heeewere, staring at the
floor, lost for something to say, scared there rhigé a knock at the
door, and all at once there was one more of uhyearbom. | saw the
feet first, and they weren't a pretty sight, theyeen pierced, who's this
then, | thought, very scared, got in when | walsiwking, but gradually |
looked up, clothes | thought | recognised, tilldached the face, and
what a shock. It was him. The eyes, looking sttaagjime as they always
did. | opened my mouth, but no words came out: idettte talking,
spoke to us all, as he looked round....
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..... You've got this obsession in your head, youn oaake yourself
believe people are there when they're not. Smoém fthe candles,
shadows, dead tired, too, just about to drop offyevall done it....

...No Thomas, let me finish, he spoke to us asdieays done, and
when we just gaped, he held out his hands andhhdydreadful holes
in them, so we knew that though he'd died, he wasad at all, |
couldn't figure it out, but then he said he'd lemding us out, as the
Father had sent him, and we would receive the Hgpyrit, he said.
Didn't follow all that, but I looked round and weke all looking

relieved and happy, the change that had come osfeAnd then he was
gone...

..quite so, not there any more, so you can't peotteing. Why don't we
just keep our feet on the ground. Nothing comewishing what can't
happen. We've just got to get back to what we vdmiag before he
came along, and forget what's past and gone...

...Thomas, so now you're here, | missed you lastie.

Who spoke behind my back? Made me jump. | thougbtdgnised that

voice, but it can't be. You can't take me for @ridonly believe in flesh

and blood, and we saw when he died that the Mastermade the same
as us, for all he preached so well and promiseshigch. So it's a trick.

But how's it done?

Flesh and blood, Thomas, if you want to believe I'nteal just like

you, take a look at my side, put your finger in thee, but be gentle, it
still hurts. And let's have less of this 'l only bé&eve what | can see
with my eyes'. There's plenty about me, and abouwhat I've told

you, that you have to take on trust, and now you ngt give your
faith a chance.

Don't be too hard on him, Master. I'm a bit likevhmyself, as you can
see from the picture Caravaggio is going to paihus all, looking so

intently at your wound, as if that's what makes difeerence between
believing and not believing.
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Ah, yes, Caravaggio, will paint you all one day inyour worn

everyday clothes, Thomas, yours is even coming apat the seam.
And with your weatherbeaten faces, and your wrinkld brows,
peering, just trying to take in what your eyes aretelling you. All

faces in the quest for truth. But | spoke to you bthe Holy Spirit,

which Caravaggio won't be painting. When I've gonghe Father will

send the Spirit to you, and you will forget your fars and continue
my work. And those who have faith in me without seaag me, they
are the ones who are really blessed......

CHURCH FLOWERS

May 3 Dianne Lough
10  Mayflower Ladies
17  Irene Mackenzie
24  Alma Hickmore
31 Betty Day
June 7  Joyce Elliott
| wish to say ‘Thank You’ to Angela, Jean, Shirlagd Thelma for
helping me to arrange the flowers in church for Baster Service.
Janet

Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall
at 8.00pm, as follows:-
May 7  Members Evening
14  Dinner out — to be arranged
21  Sue Ryder from the Deafblind Society
28 Brian Deakin — Talking about Birds
June 4  Members Evening
Coffee Morning — 14 May

The Messenger |
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the Jsswee bySunday
10 May 2009 Atrticles are welcome. Please speak to Robirby3sire
at any time about any proposal you have.
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