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Peter Brierley displays 
his Palm Sunday 
message (his Easter 
work is on our cover!) 
 
 

 
 
We celebrate with Peggy Nisbet her 65 
years church membership  
 
 
 

 
Elders are inducted 
for a new three-year 
term of service: 

 
(left to right) Kenton Church, Robin Derbyshire, Angela Christian (who 
was ordained as an Elder) Lorna Jacob, and Simon Mynott. 
[Andrew Mackenzie was absent in New Zealand] 
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Trevor writes: 
God's saving Presence is watching us  
“Christ is the unseen guest at every meal, the 
silent listener to every conversation”, or so ran 
the wording on a plaque which adorned the 
dining room wall in the house to which I had 
been invited to dinner. I suppose I should have 
found this sentiment a comfort but I must 
confess that at the time it seemed a little sinister 
to me. Not only was Christ keeping an eye on 

my table manners – mouth always shut when I chewed, no elbows on the 
table – but he was eavesdropping on every comment shared and any 
aside uttered by me during the course of the meal. At least I had been 
given fair warning but what about my manners and conversation on all 
those previous occasions when I had shared a meal and no notice was 
affixed to the wall? 
 

Perhaps it is better to have Christ as the unseen observer rather than 
some of the alternatives. The UK, it is claimed, has more CCTV cameras 
per head of population than any other country in the world: 4.8 million 
cameras in 2005 and no-one really knows how many now. Next time you 
are up in central London pause for a moment to consider that in 
Westminster Council’s CCTV control room someone may be watching 
you on one of forty-eight screens that control one hundred and sixty 
fixed cameras plus dozens of wi-fi-connected mobile cameras. This 
“state of the art” centre is frequently visited by representatives of police 
forces from around the world, impressed by cameras that can “id” you 
from seventy-five metres away. They may then choose to transmit your 
picture to the relevant police control room. So if you do you pause to 
think about this try not to do so in a suspicious looking manner. 
 

It may be true that the camera does not lie but sometimes it does not tell 
the full story. Recent pictures of some G20  protestors breaking the 
windows of the Royal Bank of Scotland building in London show almost 
more photographers present than protestors so how representative was 
the image of what was going on that day? Likewise, images of police 
officers appearing to assault protestors  the whole of the day. 
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On the other hand the camera can uncover truths otherwise unavailable 
to us. In 2007 I witnessed a “smash and grab” raid at a jewelry shop in 
central Cambridge. As the robbers emerged from the shop they were 
confronted with a small army of passers-by, all holding up their mobile 
phones to take pictures of the faces of the perpetrators. Likewise, the 
photographs and videos taken by police, demonstrators and city workers 
(including at least one church member from this pastorate) may be a 
force for good, uncovering truth and restraining poor practices and bad 
actions on future occasions. 
 

How we feel about being observed is greatly influenced by the view we 
have of the observer. Some feel reassured to know that “the forces of 
law and order” are watching over us. Others are worried that “big 
government” is watching our every move. Likewise, how you feel about 
being watched over by Christ depends not only on what you have been 
up to but what image you have of God. The picture of God as some 
irritable old guy, living only to catch us out in misdemeanours and 
possessing unimaginable powers to punish us, dies hard. The insight that 
“it was not to judge the world that God sent his Son into the world, but 
that through him the world might be saved” (John 3: 17) should help us 
here. God observes us and our failings, then acts to save or redeem rather 
than to condemn or punish. The instigators and operators of CCTV 
systems, however, are not God but human beings like us, prone to our 
failings and shortcomings. We might do well to be cautious about these 
unseen observers yet more trusting of the divine, unseen guest at each 
meal and in every life. 
 Trevor 
 
���	��������	��
����	����	�
���	
Hidden pearls, wicked servants, vineyard workers, dutiful sons, wedding feasts 
and colossal amounts of money are on offer during 2009 at the monthly 
evening services taking place at Brentwood United Reformed Church. These 
form the characters and content for parables of Jesus that we would not know 
about unless Matthew had told us about them in his Gospel. 
 

Each third Sunday of the month at 5.00 p.m. people from all three of the 
congregations in the pastorate gather to worship through prayer, song, 
scripture, sermon and the sacrament of holy communion. You are invited to 
join with them for any or all of these services, each lasting approximately one 
hour.                                 (For schedule of these services see page 11) 
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Saturday   2   9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the Kathleen 
Martin Room, until 9.45am 

SUNDAY   3 11.00am All-age Sacrament of Holy 
Communion, led by Revd John 
Hickmore 

Wednesday   6   7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the Kathleen Martin 
Room 

Saturday   9   8.45am  Bob Carpenter Memorial Walk  

SUNDAY 10 11.00am Morning Worship led by Ms Kate 
Hackett 

Sunday  10    Christian Aid Week starts 

Wednesday 13 11.00am Fellowship Group outing to Valentines 
Mansion, Ilford 
Conducted tour for those who have pre-
booked (starts at 11.00am) 

Thursday 14 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  

SUNDAY 17 11.00am Sacrament of Holy Communion,  
led by Revd Trevor Jamison, and 
including dedication of new sound 
system 

Sunday 17   1.00pm Poverty Lunch   

Sunday 17   5.00pm Afternoon worship at Brentwood URC, 
to which our church is invited. 
Matthew 18: 21-35  
The wicked servant 

Sunday 17   7.00pm CTB-sponsored Worship at Baptist 
Church, Perry Street, to which we are 
invited 
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 Tuesday  19 3.00pm World Focus Committee meet at the 
    home of Peggy Nisbet 
 8.00pm Church Weekend Committee meet 
  in the Kathleen Martin Room 

Wednesday 20   7.45pm Church Meeting in the church 

Thursday 21   7.45pm World Focus Committee meets at Great 
Blunts – home of Peggy Nisbet 

SUNDAY 24 11.00am Morning Worship led by Mr Simon 
Houlton 

Thursday 28 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  

SUNDAY 31 11.00am Morning Worship on Pentecost led by 
Mrs Muriel Lodemore 

 
� !���	 �!
	���	 � �����	 � �������&	 '	( ��	 ) !!�� 	
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As I write this, we are one day after the 20th anniversary of the 
Hillsborough disaster. I still remember 15th April 1989. As my daughter 
Alison and I talked at half-time in the Tottenham Hotspur game we had 
been watching, a silence came over the crowd when the tragedy at 
Sheffield was announced.  Alan Hansen, Liverpool captain in those days, 
speaking on Match of the Day last Saturday and talking about the 
numerous funerals the players had attended, simply put it this way: 
“football is nothing.”  

Everyone would surely agree that life itself is more important than our 
recreation or even our work. However, it often takes a shock like 
Hillsborough for this to be publicly acknowledged. But our worship 
surely reminds us constantly that the quality of life itself is very 
precious?  

This of course has important implications. For example, our worship 
must be as good as it can be, we must communicate ourselves well to 
others, and we need to support each other in our lives. Some of the 
things that are currently happening in our church reflect these. 
 

. 



 7

1. Worship – the church worship group was set up after the 
9th November Church Meeting, and consists of Kenton Church, Peter 
Brierley, Muriel Lodemore, Simon Houlton, Margaret Hatchard, and 
Margaret and Robin Derbyshire.   

2. The group meets regularly with Trevor, our Minister. Margaret 
Hatchard and Kenton conducted the 19th April service. Other 
services to be taken by members of the group will be on 24th May, 
31st May and 14th June. There will be further such services in 
August.  Members of the group are inviting feedback on these 
services from the congregation, either individually or more formally 
at Elders or Church Meeting. Indeed the group see this development 
as a partnership between leaders and the congregation, without 
which it cannot succeed. 

3. Communications – Kenton, Simon Houlton, Trevor, Lorna Jacob, 
Rachel Stenhouse and I have been looking at how our church 
communicates itself. Some of our number put together the leaflet at 
Christmas that gives visitors a summary of our church’s life. We are 
currently thinking of challenging the Church Meeting (probably in 
July) to take a critical look at how welcoming we are as a church. 
You might like to think about that in the meantime. 

4. Mutual Support – a letter from Trevor and me is being given to all 
those who are at present part of this congregation. The letter follows 
the decision of the 9th November Church Meeting to invite everyone 
to belong to a small group. Belonging to a regular small get-together 
can be a real help in sharing the experiences of our faith and life in a 
relaxing way.  (The letters are enclosed with this May Messenger. 
Please let me know if you do not receive your personal copy.)  The 
letter invites you to reply to me by 24th May, advising your 
availability for group get-togethers. 

 

Mixing your 'k's with your 'm's. We said last month that last year 
the Macmillan Nurses had raised 7.5k (thousand) nationally by their 
Coffee Morning.  That should of course have been 7.5 million!  Sorry! 
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God is speaking …  
Not so long ago in church (and perhaps still today in the minds of many 
church people) “calling” was all about ordination to the Ministry of 
Word and Sacraments. Today, the call to this ministry is still an 
important and essential on in the United Reformed Church but it by no 
means the only one. 
 

As the content of the Enquirers Conference, due to take place at 
Emmanuel URC Cambridge on Saturday June 27th, 10.30 a.m. – 4.30 
p.m. shows, this is no longer the case as far as the Church is concerned. 
Ministries to be explored on the day also include Church Related 
Community Work, Lay Preacher, Local Church Leader and Evangelist. 
If you feel called to explore any of these ministries at this time then you 
can do so at this day conference.  
 

Further information about the day can be obtained from  
Peter Ball, Synod Training and Development Officer, The United 
Reformed Church, Eastern Synod, Duxford Road, Whittlesford, 
CAMBRIDGE, CB22 4ND.  
Tel. 01223 830770 email eastern.tdo@urc.org.uk or from the Eastern 
Synod website at http://www.urc-eastern.org.uk/ 
 

Alternatively, please feel free to have a conversation with Trevor 
Jamison about any of these ministries or related matters. 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
In May please support Christian Aid in three ways, if you are 
able: 
Christian Aid Week, 10-17 May.  House to house collections. Our 
new organiser, John Jackson, will be asking for your support.  

 

Carpenter Walk, 9 May:  please sponsor Phillip Mynott as once 
again he strides round the nine-mile circuit! 

 

Poverty Lunch, 17 May: Lunch with us and give to Christian Aid 
what you save. Lists available soon. 
 
 

 



 9

Ann Mynott explains: 
Why Traidcraft is still important 
– after 30 years 
When Traidcraft started no one really knew 
what Fair Trade meant. 

Thirty years on, the knowledge of Fair Trade has increased greatly and 
so many foods available in our Supermarkets bearing the Fair Trade 
Mark, show the raised profile.  You can get Fair Trade coffee and a 
cuppa in many cafes and stores.  Fair Trade cotton is used in the making 
of M&S T shirts and one is likely to see the mark on goods in other 
outlets too, eg Natural Collection. 
 

So why is it still important to buy from Traidcraft? 
 

If you read the leaflet ‘Small Stall Big Impact’ you will find many 
reasons listed.  I pick out one or two: 

1. Traidcraft invests in training and business development for 
producers 

2. Commits to working with producers long-term 
3. Lobbies governments to improve justice in trade 

The present world economic situation presents a challenge to Traidcraft 
and so far they have managed to protect their producer partners, 
continuing to give advance payments when orders are placed 
(commercial competitors do not always offer this).  Therefore Traidcraft 
has to maintain its sales and increase them if possible. 
 

I have been the Fair Trader in this church for nearly 19 years and the 
time has come to hand over to someone else.  I hope to finish after the 
Christmas rush. Is there a person or persons who would like to carry on 
with this worthwhile task?  It does involve quite a lot of work, I probably 
have increased this load by working outside in other churches but it is 
enjoyable too and you meet some lovely people.  The Elders wish the 
church to go on selling Traidcraft goods. 
 

I do not have my purchase figures for the last financial year but 2007-
2008 they were £4,688 and have been in the region of that figure for 
several years.  Can Traidcraft afford to lose this church as a customer? 
Finally: On Friday 19 th June there will be a 30th Birthday Lunch in 
the Mayflower Hall at 12.30, see you there!! 
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Selling and Socialising at the Charities Sale 
Our Easter Charities Sale goes from Strength to Strength, 
with an excellent turn out from people inside and outside the 
church  

Once again Jane Andrews 
brought the Schools 
Ministry along, and raised 
£116 from the sale of 
delicious cakes. Here she 
is on the SMB stand 
pointing out the pictures of 
her two assistants. 

 
ARK raised £77 for Health Help 
International. Here Luke is 
persuading a customer that this 
is something she's always 
wanted.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Angela and Bill Christian were rushed off their 
feet by the demand for refreshments, which raised 
£79 for Epilepsy Research.  
 
David Bremner of the Billericay Society was 
selling the many local interest publications which 
inform us about the history of our town.  
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May: a Month of momentous Events 
in the Church's Calendar 
May is a crowded month in the calendar, as we pass from the joy of 
Easter, share the disciples' struggle to understand the meaning of the 
Resurrection, and come to the Ascension (May 21 this year).  
 

Two stories illustrate how hard the disciples found it to understand the 
Resurrection. One of these is the story of Doubting Thomas (for this see 
the Endpiece). The other is the story of Jesus' appearance to Cleopas and 
his friends on the road to Emmaus. In their sadness they did not 
recognise him until he broke bread in their house. (Luke chapter 24) 

 
Rembrandt's depiction of this event shows how in their eyes he is now 
revealed not just as a travelling companion but as the suffering Messiah, 
they had been waiting for.  
 

After this, on 21 May this year, comes the Ascension. Modern people do 
find it difficult to grasp the meaning of this, Christ's last appearance on 
earth, especially if we do not think of heaven as necessarily vertically 
above the earth. 
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Here's a modern depiction, which does not stress the upward course of 
Jesus' journey, but shows how he has now become the Lord of all 
people. Jesus can now be experienced anywhere, not limited by time and 
space. He is with us everywhere, and always.  
 

Finally comes Pentecost (31 May this year). Our Mouse, on the back 
cover, is already exploring Pentecost, though by the time it arrives we 
shall have hopefully published another Messenger. But we hope you'll 
consider Mouse's explanation of the coming of the Holy Spirit, in 
advance of our Pentecost celebrations on the last day of the month! 
 
The Greatest Stories ever told?   
The Sermons which Trevor will preach at Brentwood URC and the passages 
from Matthew’s Gospel they are based on (see page 3) are as follows: 
 

 17 May 18:  21-35 The wicked servant 
 21 June 20:  1-16 Workers in the vineyard 
 19 July 21:  28-32 The two sons 
 20 Sept 22:  1-14 The wedding banquet 
 18 Oct 25:  1-13 Girls at the wedding celebration 
 15 Nov 25:  14-30 The talents 
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Bandits and Zealots: 
a new play goes behind the events of the Crucifixio n 
 
Kenton invited us in Holy Week to a performance of 'Zealot' by the 
Sandon Players, written by a member of the cast. It centres on two 
characters in the gospel story, one of whom has a short but crucial role in 
the trial leading to Jesus' death. The other was one of the more obscure 
of Jesus' disciples, but distinguished by his nickname 'the Zealot'.  
 

Barabbas is what we would today call a terrorist, or a freedom fighter, 
depending on your point of view.  Mark and Luke record that he had 
committed murder in an uprising against the Roman occupiers. If this 
were so, and since there was a strong sentiment against the occupation, it 
could actually have been a clever move on the part of those of his 
supporters who were committed to violence. They stirred up the crowd 
to demand his release, in preference to the non-violent Jesus, who was 
preaching a kingdom far removed from these worldly manoeuvrings. 
  
The disciple Simon's nickname of Zealot could well have been applied 
to Barabbas also, as it refers to the religious and nationalist ideology 
underpinning resistance to Rome. The Zealots were a strict Jewish sect, 
who in their extreme form refused to pay taxes to Rome, and led an 
unsuccessful revolt against them in 66-70AD. It is interesting that 
Simon, with his beliefs, became a disciple of Jesus. Perhaps this was 
because initially he thought that Jesus could head a national movement 
against Rome. 
 
Back to the play! There is no gospel evidence that Barabbas and Simon 
ever knew each other, but here they meet and debate, the fiery 
Barabbas ever looking for a chance to attack the Romans, Simon on the 
other hand increasingly drawn to the core of Jesus' message.  
 
Barabbas is incredulous that the naïve Pilate should have agreed to the 
crowd's demand that he be released, since of course he will only resume 
his campaign of violence. As to Simon, some traditions have it that he 
was a faithful follower of his Master, became a missionary in Egypt and 
Persia, and died a martyr's death. 
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Kenton played the part of 
a Roman centurion, 
bodyguard to Pilate. He 
begins as the loyal right 
hand man to the 
Governor and a shrewd 
intelligence gatherer of 
the activities of the 
insurgents, but he ends 
up more in sympathy 
with the followers of the 
risen Jesus.  
 

The play is a fascinating exploration of the politics and changing 
loyalties of gospel figures, peripheral and central to the crucifixion. The 
audience enthusiastically applauded the author and the Sandon Players 
for their imaginative portrayals, which caused at least one member of the 
audience to go back to the gospels in search of the historical figures, in 
so far as it is possible to discern them clearly at this distance.   
 
 
Cakes and Coffee bring in the crowds 
Embarking on their 
fund raising effort 
for their new 
Charity, the Pelican 
Cancer Fund, the 
Mayflower Ladies 
held a Coffee and 
Cakes morning. 
Working hard in the 
kitchen were Ray 
Packman and Pearl 
Johnson.  
 
No wonder the morning went well, given the tempting selection of cakes 
on offer! The result was an astounding £222 raised.  
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Every little helps, especially in the Gambia 
Brian and Fidel Porter bring a little happiness on their visit 
Fidel and I returned to Africa last month to meet our family and friends. 
It was a great joy, as we hadn’t seen them for two years. Fidel also took 
the opportunity to visit her mum in neighbouring southern Senegal. 
(Fidel was fostered in The Gambia from the age of one, even though she 
had her own parents in Senegal. This is quite common in the 
Senegambia region; Fidel’s foster mum had no girls, so Fidel was sent to 
redress the balance).  
 

We were able to attend the Sunday service in the church where we were 
married four years ago. There were about 500 in the congregation and 40 
in the choir. An electronic organ, a guitar and four drums accompanied 
the singing!  
 
Little has changed since we were last there except that for the Gambians 
prices have risen. From our point of view the exchange rate is now much 
less favourable. 
 
Gambia is the smallest country in mainland Africa and one of the 
poorest. They say that the average Gambian earns nearly 100 times less 
than the average European and in terms of development, it is said they 
are some 100 years behind us. Most cook on the floor over wood fires 
and use irons filled with charcoal. Rice is the staple diet and fish or meat 
is added to the dishes when funds allow. Life expectancy is about 43 
years. 
 

The majority live in compounds, which are enclosed areas of land 
containing several simple dwellings.  Members of the same family 
usually occupy them, although often it is difficult for a visitor to work 
out the relationships. I’ve been going there for years and I still get in a 
muddle!  
 

We were able to bring a little happiness to a few of the local children. 
One of my fellow volunteers at the Oxfam shop in Colchester very 
kindly knitted some dolls’ and babies’ clothes for us to distribute while 
we were there. They were all gratefully received; the children will 
benefit straight away, as the evenings are quite cold at this time of year. 
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We look forward to our next visit. Despite the poverty, Gambians remain 
a warm, friendly race, eager to welcome the visitor. That’s why they call 
it “The Smiling Coast”! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

����������	�
����
�����������������
�
�
Unfortunately we only print in 
black and white, but it's well 
worth you looking at the web 
version of Messenger to see 
these pictures in beautiful 
colour! 
�
�
�
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“I never thought there'd be all these people. They 
say that Community is dead, but it isn't.  All thes e 
people walking together....!”  sa id police escort.  
 

On Good Friday the Police 
escorted the CTB walk up 
Western Road and down the 
High Street. Before the walk, 
time for two of the policewomen, 
WPC Caley and her colleague, to 
pose with the young banner 
carriers.  

 

 
Before the Walk Rev Stan Swift 
eloquently blessed the new CTB 
banner which young people carried at its head. 
Along the High Street there was some waving and smiling from the 
onlookers (a very friendly wave from our resident lady Big Issue seller). 
Several shoppers were seen studying carefully the CTB handout 
explaining the purpose of the Walk.  At the end of the Walk at 
Emmanuel Church WPC Caley had time to reflect enthusiastically that it 
showed a Community Spirit, which some people thought was dead!  
 
Friends  blessed us as they led us on Maundy Thursd ay 
On the afternoon of Maundy Thursday Kate Hackett, in her final weeks 
of training for ministry in the United Reformed Church spoke to the 
Fellowship. Introducing Kate, who has been with our joint pastorate 
since last autumn, Charles Lodemore said.  “She came partly to learn 
from us but mainly, it seems, to give to us and we are all grateful to her.” 
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Kate showed an 8 minute presentation about the visit last year by 
students in training for ministry to the Tantur Ecumenical Institute close 
to Bethlehem.  For those who have been to the Holy Land, the still 
pictures of places associated with the life and ministry of Jesus brought 
back many memories.  The present day conflict is visible from Tantur 
with a glimpse of the Wall.  Palestinians have to pass through the narrow 
gate to enter and leave Bethlehem and soldiers can be aggressive.  It is 
easier for visitors.  Kate said that one almost unbelievable experience 
was to swim in the early morning in the Sea of Galilee.   
We thank Kate for sharing her thoughts and experience and 
understanding with us. 
Kate was just one of the 26 people present in the Mayflower Hall when 
we shared a 'supper' of soup and bread.  The devotions were led by 
Kathleen Martin, who suggested we think of what the 'Last Supper' 
meant to the disciples present, gathered like us to share a traditional 
meal.  Unlike us, however, they did not know the ending of that day's 
events, though one or two perhaps had begun to grasp what Jesus was 
saying to them. Colin Hunt presided at Communion.  It was a time of 
quiet spirituality and we thank both Kathleen and Colin for their ministry 
to us.  We welcomed Beryl (Hunt) and another friend, Maggi Smith, 
who joined us that evening. 
     
Good Friday and Easter Day 
Our friends from the Methodist Church joined us for the morning 
service, and Rev Judith Maizel-Long preached for the first time in this 
church. She spoke of the authority Jesus showed during his trial, and 
how this showed the authority and the power of God over all the events 
of Holy Week and Easter. Before her sermon we heard a full reading of 
chapters 18 and 19 of John's gospel.    
Thanks to Janet Phillips and helpers for decorating the church so 
beautifully with spring flowers on Easter Day.  As one visitor remarked, 
'the church looks especially bright today'. It wasn't just the Easter 
morning sun: the yellow daffodils and tulips on every windowsill lit up 
our worship. In the afternoon the basket containing the main flower 
arrangement was taken to Mountnessing Court for our service there, 
conducted by Colin Hunt, and residents joined in the Easter hymns. 
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Raymond Hatchard 
We're all very sorry to hear of the death of Raymond Hatchard 
Margaret's brother. They had always lived together and we know her 
loss will be very great.  
 

Raymond was a Billericay boy, born and bred. He was educated at St 
John's and the Billericay Secondary School. On leaving school he 
worked in the city, not always with the same firm. He retired some years 
ago, and enjoyed his retirement. He had many interests, including books, 
and was especially interested in Scotland, though I believe he only went 
there once. He was a keen walker and until his serious illness a few years 
ago, he was a familiar figure, often taking walks in the area, especially in 
his beloved woods. On one Bank Holiday Monday not so long ago he 
led a walk with members of the church, showing his impressive 
knowledge of the woods.  His parents came from a Salvation Army 
background and from his father he inherited his love of the band. He 
played the trombone really well. Raymond was not a man for small talk, 
but with friends he would happily chat away.  

Our church possesses the valued fruits of his work in the form of a 
catalogue of all the graves in our church graveyard. Together with the 
names he includes in many cases biographical notes, taken from his 
researches in the local press archives, a source of information not readily 
available elsewhere. A sample entry is shown above. 
 

Though not a member of this church he had strong links through his 
earlier days, and through Margaret. In his retirement years his 
neighbours opposite were very good to him, and we should like to record 
our thanks to them in particular. So we remember Margaret in our 
prayers and offer her our love at this sad time.  Kathleen Martin 
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Margaret has written this letter for the magazine: 
“I cannot begin to find the words to thank the members of the 
congregation who have shown me so much love in the past few weeks. 
 

Flowers, phone calls, many cards and friendly words have helped to ease 
the pain of losing my brother with whom I had lived for 65 years. 
 

Few of you knew him, but he always read the ‘Messenger’ with interest.  
For some of you he had his own form of identity so that he could 
describe, to me, people he met whilst out and about in the town.  He 
would have been so pleased that I received so much support at his 
funeral.  With only a very small family I would have felt so isolated 
without the presence of so many friends.  So thank you just for being 
there.” 

������	 �
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On Easter Day, Angela Christian was ordained 
and inducted as an Elder and Kenton Church, 
Robin Derbyshire, Lorna Jacob and Simon 
Mynott were inducted as Elders for a further 
period of service.  Andrew Mackenzie will be 
inducted as a Serving Elder at a later date.  We 
pray God's blessing on all these friends as they 

share in the life and witness of our church.  May they be supported 
actively by the prayers of the whole fellowship of the church, as we all 
seek together the vision of our Lord in this place and at this time.   
We thank the retiring Elders, Wendy Breden, Tessa Houlton, Dianne 
Lough and Dennis Jordan for their dedication and caring witness during 
the past three years.   
 
��	����������������������������
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On Easter Day, Peggy Nisbet was presented with a card from the Church 
and a basket of flowers.  9th April 2009 marked the 65 years during 
which Peggy has been a 'good and faithful servant' of this church, giving 
her time and energy in many ways and sharing in worship with her 
fellow believers.  We thank Peggy for all she has given and continues to 
give to us all. 
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On 5th April, Palm Sunday, the Radio 4 morning service came from 
Upper Clapton URC Hackney.  It is a church with 27 nationalities in it 
and one where the church, the community and the police work closely 
together as they face many problems.  That afternoon there would be a 
peace march through Hackney, with all sections of the community, 
people of faith as well as police and community workers taking part..  
They would be “crying out that violence is destructive, crying out that 
Jesus is Lord and that the message of Jesus Christ is relevant today.”  
The radio audience was welcomed on behalf of “the United Reformed 
Church – that wonderful body of Christians”.  It was a humbling tribute 
to the vital work that this church does in its own local community. As 
fellow Christians we need to share and pray for and with the needs of the 
communities in which we are placed and for the wider needs of the 
world. 
Lord of all, 
We pray for those in need in your world and for those who dedicate 
themselves to helping others in your name.  We remember the work of 
Christian Aid this month, praying that in Christian Aid Week many 
people will respond and give to others not known to them.  May the 
Easter message of hope and resurrection touch our troubled world and 
may the leaders of the world look beyond short-term national interests  
to a vision of the world that includes all its peoples.  We pray too for 
ourselves that we may be enabled to draw on the power of your Spirit to 
give out to others in your name.  Amen 
 

�
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�
10-16 May Christian Aid Week www.christianaid.org.uk 
17 May Not for Sale Sunday (Churches Alert to Sex Trafficking 
 across Europe) www.chaste.org.uk  
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Endpiece, by a member of the congregation 
 
'Unless I can touch the scars with my finger...' 
 
 

Caravaggio painted Doubting Thomas meeting with the  
risen Jesus. The talking may have gone something li ke 
this   (John 20: 19-29) 
 
And as I said, I've met plenty of people who'll sell me all sorts of miracle 
tales. Clever tricks to take advantage of the gullible. Water into wine, 
healing the sick, very fine, and they did please the crowds, I didn't quite 
see how it was worked, but in the end that didn't matter, he was 
crucified, had a spear stuck into his body, I'm pretty tough but you can't 
survive that sort of treatment. I know some of you got carried away, but 
I've seen it all and I know real from make believe.  
 

Thomas, I'm down to earth just like you, but  here we were, staring at the 
floor, lost for something to say, scared there might be a knock at the 
door, and all at once there was one more of us in the room.  I saw the 
feet first, and they weren't a pretty sight, they'd  been pierced, who's this 
then, I thought, very scared, got in when I wasn't looking, but gradually I 
looked up, clothes I thought I recognised, till I reached the face, and 
what a shock. It was him. The eyes, looking straight at me as they always 
did. I opened my mouth, but no words came out: he did the talking, 
spoke to us all, as he looked round.... 
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.....You've got this obsession in your head, you can make yourself 
believe people are there when they're not. Smoke from the candles, 
shadows, dead tired, too, just about to drop off, we've all done it.... 
 

...No Thomas, let me finish, he spoke to us as he's always done, and 
when we just gaped, he held out his hands and they had dreadful holes 
in them, so we knew that though he'd died, he wasn't dead  at all, I 
couldn't figure it out, but then he said  he'd be sending us out, as the 
Father had sent him, and we would receive the Holy Spirit, he said.  
Didn't follow all that, but I looked round and we were all looking 
relieved and happy, the change that had come over us! And then he was 
gone... 
 

..quite so, not there any more, so you can't prove a thing. Why don't we 
just keep our feet on the ground. Nothing comes of wishing what can't 
happen. We've just got to get back to what we were doing before he 
came along, and forget what's past and gone...  
 

...Thomas, so now you're here, I missed you last time. 
 

Who spoke behind my back? Made me jump. I thought I recognised that 
voice, but it can't be. You can't take me for a ride. I only believe in flesh 
and blood, and we saw when he died that the Master was made the same 
as us, for all he preached so well and promised so much. So it's a trick. 
But how's it done?  
 
Flesh and blood, Thomas, if you want to believe I'm real just like 
you, take a look at my side, put your finger in there, but be gentle, it 
still hurts. And let's have less of this 'I only believe what I can see 
with my eyes'.  There's plenty about me, and about what I've told 
you, that you have to take on trust, and now you must give your 
faith a chance.   
 

Don't be too hard on him, Master. I'm a bit like him myself, as you can 
see from the picture Caravaggio is going to paint of us all, looking so 
intently at your wound, as if that's what makes the difference between 
believing and not believing.  
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Ah, yes, Caravaggio, will paint you all one day in your worn 
everyday clothes, Thomas, yours is even coming apart at the seam. 
And with your weatherbeaten faces, and your wrinkled brows, 
peering, just trying to take in what your eyes are telling you. All 
faces in the quest for truth.  But I spoke to you of the Holy Spirit, 
which Caravaggio won't be painting. When I've gone the Father will 
send the Spirit to you, and you will forget your fears and continue 
my work. And those who have faith in me without seeing me, they 
are the ones who are really blessed......  
 
 

CHURCH FLOWERS 
 
 May 3 Dianne Lough 
  10 Mayflower Ladies 
  17 Irene Mackenzie 
  24 Alma Hickmore 
  31 Betty Day 
 June 7 Joyce Elliott 
I wish to say ‘Thank You’ to Angela, Jean, Shirley and Thelma for 
helping me to arrange the flowers in church for our Easter Service. 
    Janet 
 
Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall 

at 8.00pm, as follows:- 
 May 7 Members Evening 
  14 Dinner out – to be arranged 
  21 Sue Ryder from the Deafblind Society 
  28 Brian Deakin – Talking about Birds 
 June 4 Members Evening 

Coffee Morning – 14 May 
 
 

The Messenger 
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the June issue by Sunday 

10 May 2009.  Articles are welcome.  Please speak to Robin Derbyshire 
at any time about any proposal you have.�


