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Paul and
Stacey bring
their baby son
Kodi for
baptism.

e (see Church
Family News)

“We're just a couple
of Swells”....Rachel
and Joshua wear hats
representing England
and France to help
Kenton in his service.
(Kenton will explain
the meaning of the
hats again, if you ask
him nicely)

Luke eyes the total taking of
our Christian Aid Week
collections

(see page 8)




The summer holidays cannot have come too
soon for some Westminster MPs. Perhaps, they
think, with parliament no longer in session; with
members scattered around the country rather
than presenting one large target in London;
perhaps the bad publicity and the public anger at
MPs’ expenses will die down or even go away.
Whether that is wishful thinking or political regliremains to be seen.

When the whole scandal broke several parliamemsuti@ok refuge in a
defence that was quickly revealed to be inadeqaatk unacceptable:
nothing was done wrong because everything was dathén the rules.
Now both society in general and Christians in patér are in favour of
rules. All societies need rules, regulations angslan order to function.
So, for example, the weight displayed on the scalest reflect the true
weight of the fruit and vegetables purchased aedottdestrian crossing
the road in a built-up area knows that approachiaigc will arrive at a
speed closer to 30 mph than 100 mph (at least ofate time). And
how can a religion which has championed the Ten @andments
claim not to like rules, especially when its regratives never tire of
pointing out that the Christian religion has preddhe underlying basis
for many of the laws of this land?

What matters is that the system of rules that aegpconstructs is
intended to facilitate human flourishing, not sisgnpto enforce
conformity to the outlook of a political elite dndse in authority. Jesus
made this point during debates with others overctireect interpretation
of Sabbath regulations: “The Sabbath was made &r, mot man for the
Sabbath.” (Mark 2: 27) Nor, of course, are we spgoto approach
rules and regulations with the purpose of obtaimraximum advantage
for ourselves at a cost to others, especially @y tire not in a position to
respond. The trick is to look at the rules and eliscwhat they are
intended to achieve in a particular situation.



It is very easy to become all too self-righteouswlihe expenses claims
of some of our MPs. Many of us conform to the exgigan of the group
within which we move or the place where we work @behat is or is
not acceptable behaviour. Jesus’ other commentst abaking sure not
to complain about the speck of dust in one perseyéswhilst having a
great plank sticking out of our own are relevaneh@atthew 7: 3) For
all that, however, we expect our members of paeiainio be people of
ethical discernment (to be able to figure out rigbtn wrong rather than
just quoting rules at us) and that is how they nagrthemselves when
putting their names forward for election.

In some cases political careers will justifiably liught to an end. In
others we will look for evidence of repentance ahdnged behaviour if
careers are to continue. Finally, 1 wonder if thigperience will affect
how some of our MPs expect our laws to be framedafa enforced
upon those who enjoy much less powerful or findhcieewarding
positions in life: strictly and heavily or with huamity and mercy? Will
they seek to do unto others as they hope the edetsoon do unto
them? (Matthew 7: 12) Trevor.

Wednesday 1 7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the KaghlMartin
Room

Saturday 4 9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the leatin
Martin Room, until 9.45am

Saturday 4 Bradwell Pilgrimage

SUNDAY 5 11.00am All-age Sacrament of Holy
Communion, led by Revd Richard
Mortimer

Tuesday 7 7.45pm Breaking Bread Together -b&eBi
Exploration in the Kathleen Martin
Room — all invited

Thursday 9 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court



Thursday

SUNDAY
SUNDAY

Monday

Wednesday

SUNDAY

Sunday

Sunday

Tuesday
SUNDAY

9 2.30pm Fellowship Group meets in the
Mayflower Hall
Frances Smith: Remus

12 11.00am Morning Worship led by Revd Colin
Hunt

12 5.00pm We are all invited to a short seice
which will have prepared by ARK

13 7.30pm Finance Committee meets in the
Kathleen Martin Room

15 7.45pm Church Meeting in the church

19 11.00am Sacrament of Holy Communion,
led by Revd Trevor Jamison

19 5.00pm Afternoon worship at Brentwoddd)
to which our church is invited.
Matthew 21: 28-32 The Two Sons

19 6.30pm CTB-sponsored Worship at Great
Burstead Church, to which we are
invited

21 8.00pm CTB meets at Most Holy Redeeme

26 11.00am Morning Worship led by Margaret
and Robin Derbyshire

NOTE: THE MAYFLOWER HALL WILL BE CLOSED FROM 20™ JuLY
UNTIL END -AUGUST FOR KITCHEN REFURBISHMENT . ACCORDINGLY ,
THE TUESDAY COFFEE M ORNING ON 14™ JULY WILL BE THE LAST
UNTIL 1°" SEPTEMBER.

Saturday

1 9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the kel
Martin Room, until 9.45am




SUNDAY 2 11.00am All-age Sacrament of Holy
Communion, led byRevd John
Hickmore

Wednesday 5 7.45pm World Focus Committee neteiseat
Blunts (home of Peggy Nisbet)

SUNDAY 9 11.00am Morning Worship led byRevd Colin
Hunt

Tuesday 11 8.00pm Church Weekend Committee nreets
the Kathleen Martin Room

Thursday 13 2.30pm Fellowship Group holds a garde
afternoon at Great Blunts (home of
Peggy Nisbet)

SUNDAY 16 11.00am Sacrament of Holy Communion,
led by Revd Bob Riester

SUNDAY 23 11.00am Morning Worship led byMrs Muriel

Lodemore
SUNDAY 30 11.00am Morning Worship led by Mr Peter
Brierley
# # #$ %&
( ) (+)

Our sense of community sometimes puts us in songethii a quandary.
On the one hand, community spirit is typified biefdly fellowship and
working together as one. And when we share Commumie@ should
not be at loggerheads with each other.

But on the other hand, there will be difference®pinion that need to
be addressed — differences that should not jugiusbed aside for the
sake of apparent harmony.

For us, there is a further consideration. TH&N®vember Church
Meeting minutes record the comments of our Minigtethe following

way: ‘Church Meeting igiot to find out what we wantr what is_best for
usto do, and is not to hear the voice of the majpttie minority or the
individual, and there are no arguments to be won.’
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But how to go about seeking what God wants? Jobard®n, a past
Moderator of General Assembly and ex-Secretaryhair€hes Together
in Britain and Ireland, once put it succinctly likeis: ‘We must learn
how to disagree without being disagreeable!

The following reflect some recent thoughts from tBklers for the
conduct of Elders’ and Church Meetings:

Recognising our disagreements

BUT

Encourage people to be brave enough to raise aacprioint,
even though afterwards they may accept that thentpis
outweighed by other considerations,

Take care not to challenge things unnecessarilytyni@cisions
can be dealt with quickly without lengthy debate.

Organising our deliberations

Give adequate notice of items that need to be &dudiver’.

Aim to get all the facts, plus opinions from relavpersons.
Introduce issues in writing, and encourage clasiten referring
to the write-up. For example, just saying ‘paragr&pis not as
helpful as also briefly reminding people what ‘maeph 5’ is
about.

Spell out the alternative actions that could bemak

Give adequate time for differing views to be expegs Use the
question ‘who is not yet totally convinced?’

Have a more structured approach for complex oricditf
decisions, possibly asking a task group to loo& things.

Aim at 100% consensus, whilst recognising that tisisnot
always possible.

Avoid being disagreeable

Encourage listening to each other’s differing vipawsminority
view may be right.

Commit to prayer when appropriate.

Create the right sort of seating arrangement, ab ghople can
hear and see each other adequately.



As far as possible, phrase comments on a non-pEré@sis.
‘Here is a contrary view’ is better than ‘your vigare wrong'.

Address the issues and not the quality of presentdt is not a
speaking contest!

Sounds like common sense? Yes, but not alwayssotedive up to in
our desire to get things sorted. Our Church Mestiage unlike our
work-related struggles (resolved by decision of thess’) or family
councils at home. As John Reardon said: ‘We rasnh ...’

 ( (+

At 6.30 p.m. on September2@009 we will
be holding a service at Billericay URC to
celebrate the 5¢banniversary of the birth of
John Calvin, the church leader and theologian
whose example and thought has been
crucially important to the worldwide
Reformed tradition. This service forms one
stop along the route of the “ecumenical
pilgrimage” taking place in Billericay where chueshfrom different
Christian traditions around the town hold worshmptheir usual “style”
and others come along to participate. On this aonabe congregations
at Brentwood and Ingatestone, as well as other @B@regations in
the area are also invited to take part.

Our minister will lead the service and the preachidrbe the Reverend
Doctor John Bradbury from Westminster College, Cadge. We are
exploring the possibility of having a choir for tleecasion, possibly
singing the winner of the international hymn conitpet to celebrate
this anniversary.

Please put this date in your diary now even (pestegpecially) if you
never thought that John Calvin and celebration iemas that naturally
together!

To hear “People of the Lord”, the winner of the hyrmompetition, go
to:
http://www.calvin09.org/EN/materialpool2/hear/magpool-hear.html




Christian Aid Week Results

John Jackson has reported as follows: Door to [@wdlections: £1284,

Poverty Lunch £387.72, + gift aid £212.24, TotaB84.65.

“It can be a depressing job collecting Christiard Aéspecially if after

you've been up and down the road people have hednto you, or

you've only collected a few pounds! But the abataltis all our pounds

added together, including amounts from some pewmble have really

thought about their contributions and it will makehuge difference to
people all over the world. Another though provokingident came from

our son David. He was furious that the Christiad kidy from our road

had come while he was out. He went into his roord produced a

Christian Aid envelope stuffed with money, only peps admittedly,

and probably less than a pound, but he said 'Bes Isaving these up all
year!" And maybe there are other children out thieirgking the same. It
makes you think!”

Breaking Bread Together — a Bible exploration.

During July and August lectionary readings for SayntVorship feature
a journey through the sixth chapter of John's GogJpeese verses begin
with the feeding of the five thousands and therceed through a set of
meditations based on images of bread and meals.

As a resource for all those in the three congregatiof our joint
pastorate who will be making this journey togetfiegvor Jamison is
offering a one-evening-only Bible study on Johtt 8tarts at 7.45pm on
Tuesday ¥ July, in the Kathleen Martin Room, areveryoneis
welcome to come along.

Our Bazaar on Saturday 14 ™ November

is going Dickensian

At our meeting to discuss this year's Bazaar, vegded to
repeat our usual format. The theme chosen is Dg&&an
so we are hoping that stallholders will choose ohtheir
favourite characters, and dress up, or decorate $hel
with a particular book in mind. This gives plenfysacope for children to
dress up too! If you are interested in havingal,sor want to know
more, please contact me. Thank you!

Margaret Dunn




Our New Sound System is dedicated

On 17" May the new sound system in
the church was dedicated. We are very
grateful to the families of our late
friends Ellen Jones and Pat and Cecil
Ashdown whose donations helped
defray the cost. Ellen's nephew, Jim
and his wife Jo were both welcomed to

the service and we also spoke of Ellen's
sister Lavinia, who will have taken a
great interest in this occasion. Tony
Woodford, nephew of Pat Ashdown,
had travelled from Oxfordshire. He sajd
that, though quite deaf now, he could
hear every word! He appreciated
sharing memories of Pat and Cecil. Our thankslavidg good wishes
go to both these families in this time of sharedembering.

In the future we shall be bringing you the church f inancial
update in the Messenger: Our offertory income for January-May
2009 was £9,715.70. Current balance in the Commufiond is
£149.49.

PUBLIC ISSUES CALENDAR
12 July Sea Sundaywww.biss.org.uk
23 Aug Slavery Memorial Day (International Remeartoe
of the Slave Trade and its Abolition)

Joint Pastorate Quiet Day.
This will take place on Saturday 5 September aritibei led by Rev
Sheila Maxey. Please look out for further details.

The Messenger
Happy holidays until our September issue! PleaséDianne
Lough have your copy b$unday 16 August 2009 Articles
are welcome. Please speak to Robin Derbyshireatime
about any proposal you have.
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What next for the Holy Land?

People who work for reconciliation, and the difficu Ities

they encounter

On 27" June Christ Church, Perry Street, is hosting a tingewith Dr
Munayer from the Bethlehem Bible College. Dr Mumagé¢he head of a
charity called Musalaha (which means 'reconciliatjowhich works for
reconciliation between Messianic Jews, that is Jewi® believe that
Jesus is Messiah, and Palestinian Christians. Theme sure to be
heartwarming stories to be heard. Ibrahim Jaberpwias spoken to us
on his several visits in recent years, knows Dr 8umn, and describes
him as a 'good man'.

It will be interesting to know (and this magaziisedue to come out on
the day after the meeting), that Dr Munayer agreéesat true
reconciliation depends both on winning over heatg| on working for
a just settlement of the grievous issues which dittide Jews (whether
Messianic or not) and the Palestinians (whetheis@Gans or Muslims).

What has given greater hopes for peace is of
course the Cairo speech of President Obama,
which reached out to the Muslim world, and

declared that 'the United States does not
accept the legitimacy of continued Israel

settlements’, but the Israeli government is
doing its level best to ignore his demands for
a freeze on their development, let alone

dismantling them. What are these settlements? Tilieot Bethlehem,
from which Dr Munayer will come to us, is withingiWest Bank area.
It is almost surrounded by the huge wall, and an glle which faces
away from Jerusalem Israeli settlements are for emeroaching on the
land legally owned by Palestinians. Movement isr éwere restricted by
checkpoints, permanent and temporary, and sometP@as caught in
tiny enclaves even have to get permission to livéheir own houses.
Christian Aid, which is among the NGOs working tbe cause of peace
and justice for Palestinians and Israelis, reportghe unjust situation
which politicians will have to find a way to remedy
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Typically the Israeli settlements, over 100 of theman area only one
and a half times the size of Essex, and all illegmler international law,
sit on the hilltops, looking down on the much ol@Ralestinian villages
below. The settlers frequently take the Palestslitand, and cut down
the olive trees which they depend on for a livifidie farmers are
prevented from cultivating their land, and if theannot do so for three
years the 'law' says that it can be confiscatedhbylsraeli state. Not
only the land but also much of the water resouatesaken over. While
the settlements have plenty, the Palestinians tmasarvive on a quarter
of the water per head of the population.

Many Palestinians have little alternative but teetavork in settlements
— in the widespread agricultural sector in the dordalley, or in the
factories in the industrial zones. In effect therefPalestinian enterprise
is stifled. It's very profitable for Israeli indugtand commerce to be
situated in the West Bank, where they benefit fiom rents, special tax
incentives and the lax enforcement of labour ptaiadaws, such as the
minimum wage, and health and safety regulationgesaians know
they are being exploited, and are building up they settlements which
have taken their land.

Christian Aid support organisations which fight tbe human rights of
Palestinians — one of which is Al Haqg, which we édéeen supporting
through Commitment for Life. It has had some susessn ensuring that
Palestinians are paid a proper wage. Other ordgammsa including the
Ecumenical Accompaniers (EAPPI), provide protectanthe many
checkpoints and other trouble spots, and in ard@senextremist settlers
attack Palestinians, even children on their wayst¢bool. You will
remember the talk which Alwyn Knight, a retired UR@nister, gave us
about his experiences working for EAPPI. You wi#t nterested to
know that he is still at work in the West Bank,iriy to ensure that
peace and justice prevail. His reports presentia vinside story of the
injustice being meted out daily to the PalestiniaRseesident Obama
could do well to take a look at the work of thisndasimilar
organisations, as he continues his work for peawxk jastice in the
Middle East.

Some of the most harrowing stories about the rashnfiscation of
Palestinian living space concern the demolitiohahes which are
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said to be in areas zoned for Israelis. An EAPRuInteer told recently
of a home in East Jerusalem (Israel is determim¢donshare Jerusalem
with the Muslims) which has been taken over fomets by the Israelis.
The woman Palestinian occupier (her husband diethglone of the
attacks) is determined to continue living in a tepposite the house. Her
house is due finally to be demolished, and if l@nify resists they will
face fines and imprisonment. Several of her neighbare similarly
threatened.

Since 1967 Israel has demolished more than 24,a@&thian homes —
some of them as 'collateral damage’, including 4i@0the invasion of
Gaza, and some for lack of a building permit, whettael almost never
grants. In 1998 they came to demolish the hom8atin and Arabya
Shawamreh and their six children, near Jerusalehe dourageous
resistance of the family, supported by human rightganisations has
rebuilt the house so far four times, and it is reoeentral meeting place
for Palestinians, Israelis and international peac#vists. It's now
threatened again, in spite of the many cogent aegisnraised by the
family in the Israeli court, which applies the tentlous legal view of
the rights of Palestinians over against the Isrsigie. (This time they
were fined $2000 for having had the audacity tadpthe case to court!)

Israelis' claim to all the Holy Land, is
often based on the horrific experiences
of the Jewish people as scapegoats and
worse over many centuries. The
argument that they can displace the
present inhabitants because their
ancestors lived there 2000 years ago is
however totally outside the range of
international law and human rights
principles in the 2% century. Nor can many Christians today find
support in their reading of the Bible for Israedsclusive claim to the
land, which has led to such appalling human rigiigses. The Jewish,
Muslim and Christian communities will have to fimdtheir respective,
but often common, religious beliefs the basis f@eaceful and humane
settlement. Powerful politicians
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will have the main role to play, but they haveditbower against hearts
and minds dominated by bitterness and prejudicayesonust pray that
these can be changed.

The two pictures with this article are taken fromimiings attributed to
the elusive artist Banksy. The one shows the dbveeace in body
armour and apparently in the cross hairs of a mar&s's gun. The
other, more delightfully, shows the role revershlaochild frisking an
Israeli soldier. If only...!

Silver Wedding Celebrations

You may remember Rachel Hewings (née Young). Inusugl984,
Rachel and John Hewings were married at Billerith®8C. On 38
August at the morning service they will be renewiingir wedding vows
at Christ Church URC, New London Road, Chelmsfditaky will then
be coming to Billericay with friends and family andill take
photographs in front of our church. Members anehiis are welcome to
join them at Christ Church for the 10.30am senand cake afterwards,
or meet outside our church around 1pm for grouptq@raphs. They
look forward to seeing friends for this celebration

Our Printer is moving nearer to Billericay!
For several years nowhe Messenger
has received excellent service fro
Copying Direct. Now they are moving
from Shenfield to Unit 4, Oakleigh
Farm, Rayleigh Road, CM13 1SE,
which is half way between Billericay an
Shenfield. This means that the
proprietor, Julie Tredinnick could well
be your first choice for your printin
requirements in the future.

Julie offers copying, booklet making,
artwork and design and many other
printing services, and will look forward to youssiti (If you need further
directions, ask Robin)
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When Kenton led our worship in June, he
used images of the days of Creation, and
invited us to guess which were which.

Well, that wasn't too difficult especially if

we cheated and reached for our bibles.
Or had a good memory, of course. The

Pictures were so imaginative that we
copied them

And then we went a little further
into the Old Testament and he gave
us reminders of how the story

continued. More pictures..!

A week later we read God's commentary to Job
on what he did ....
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Where were you when | laid

the earth's foundations?

Who fixed its dimensions?

Who stretched a measuring line over it?
Who set its cornerstone in place,

while the morning stars sang in chorus

and the sons of God all shouted for joy

Who supported the sea at its birth,

when it burst in flood from the womb -
when | wrapped it in a blanket of cloud
and swaddled it in dense fog, and said

Thus far you may come, but no farther;

here your surging waves must halt?

Job chapter 38, selected verses.
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Jesus said to Nicodemus: 'In very truth | tell you no one can

see the Kingdom of God unless he is born again.'

How do you feel about the term born again? Whapiap if some one
approaches you in the street on behalf of somechhamd enquires of
you have you been born again? Or what would ygurseesponse to a
colleague at work or maybe a family member youehdwseen for some
time, who assures you that they've come to fait@hnst and they want
you to know 'lI've been born again'? For some @ans this experience
of being born again is central to how they undexdtde Christian faith,
and how they understand themselves as human beings.

Other Christians feel a bit uneasy. Sometimes #Hreyeven hostile to
such talk. They feel it expresses the idea of sbmgtthat happens
suddenly, and their faith has grown gradually. Reytfeel that certain
churches, certain styles of Christianity have cuybyed the term for
themselves, and say this has to be the way irialf&€hristians.

Or what about those who don't classify themselgeGlaistians at all or

who are not frequent churchgoers. What do they?fédrough the

conversations I've had with people like that, theme varying responses.
Some feel it threatening to be confronted with ffuestion. Others find
it annoying or get angry, or feel it's completeaftd Whichever of those
categories you find yourself in today, it's woribesding five minutes

thinking what we mean by being born again.

Today's reading is the origin of that term,
when Nicodemus, a religious expert comes to
Jesus during the night, in secret, because he
doesn't want his friends to know about it, and

one can see the Kingdom of God unless he is
born again'.

A lot of talk about 'In the real world' gets bardl@round and puts itself
across as the practical viewpoint, or even theoaniiewpoint. Don't

worry because in the real world there's nothing gao do about war
and violence and all the rest.

17
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To be born again is to see the world as God's waaldvorld that is

supposed to be a world of justice and peace ane.|t's such a

radically different world that you enter into. I#s if you were born
again. And how does it happen? For Christians gpkas when you
bump into, when you run into Jesus. As you find imnthe Bible in the

stories about him, about his birth, his life, hesa¢hing his death his
resurrection. As you ponder on those stories anasespond to them,
to Jesus and what he has to say, you begin tdheegdrld in a different

way, you begin to see it as God's world. You'r¢hie process of being
reborn into a new world. And how do we respond?

We here respond by coming together, as a specrahemity that is

called a church. And because we try to see thedvawIGod's world, and
we look around and see the sky, the rain and atlithof life, we see it
as a gift from God, and we respond as we gathemotship. And since

we see that this world, the so called real woddat the world that God
wants the world to be, we respond with prayer. \&le @od to change
the world, and to change us. We pray to be maderdiit and to make a
difference. And in God's world we try to be a conmityy we gather, we

meet, we share bread and wine and we try to bedheof community

that makes God's world. As a people we try to & lagain. And we

seek to make a difference, so there are activitiéise life of this Church

that are an example of that.

We sell fairly trade goods, to say that trade isatlbabout profit, and not
all about taking, but about giving and taking, abtairness in God's
world. We run a coffee morning on Tuesday morniagsay that in

God's world, people don't ever need to be alonecan meet together
for company and fellowship. On a Tuesday afternaenrun a group

called First Steps so that parents and carersesginool children can
meet together that the little people are importat@od's world.

So being born again is about having your life eadraround, seeing the
world in a different way , responding to Jesus &mel story of his life ,
joining with others to worship, to share to worlgéther to make this
world the place that God intends it to be.

From a Sermon by our Minister
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Family History, Religion, Emigration, Industrial
History... what a lot you uncover!!

Robin Derbyshire

Anyone who delves into their family history quicktpmes up against
puzzling questions. | come from families who wéa@h Lancashire
‘Congregationalists’ and my father went on to bex@nCongregational
minister, so why were his parents married in a &frah Chapel in
Manchester? A possible explanation is that my grastter had come to
England from Dublin at a time when there was eebitlivide between
Catholics and Protestants. A Unitarian weddingheatral ground was
the compromise reached.

A different query comes from my mother's family.riggandfather John
Ashworth and his wife Ellen, née Kershaw, both cafrem the
Rochdale area; their family names are both 'pleammes’ with local
links to a more rural time, one meaning the honaektey the ashes and
the other the grove by the church. Mary, my mash@other, however
was born into a more industrial scene. We discavaezently that
Mary's father John was a skilled weaver and in 18&6ook his wife,
Ellen, and their three young children including yaMary to
Massachusetts. About 8 years later they were ak I Lancashire.
What lay behind this? With my family again havingpeesence in
Massachusetts, this was an opportunity to find but,first | did some
research into the textile industry on both sidethefAtlantic!

Richard Arkwright was the inventor of the indudticatton
spinning mill, setting up his first mill in Cromfdy
Derbyshire in 1771, in partnership with Jedidiahutt In
the late 1780s, a clever English mechanic, SamlserS
who had been apprenticed to Jedidiah Strutt, tdblkisa
know-how and cutting edge technology to America.s8on
after England had lost its colonies, it was higlason for textile workers
to do this. But Slater set up a factory system hen English model in
Massachusetts. Soon afterwards an American, Fraowigll, set up an
alternative industrial system in the 'model towa'duilt for his workers
a few miles north of Boston. The town of Fall Riwehich lies on the
coast, some miles south of
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Boston and was once the 'textile’ capital of
North America — became a magnet | for
many immigrant workers. The Indian name
of its river meant 'leaping waters', which
provided the power to drive the mill

machinery. At the Fall River Historical

Society, we met Connie, whose Dad had
emigrated as a textile worker from Burnley, Lana@shShe's a
volunteer worker at the museum there, in her latesties and eagerly
pursues her family connections, among the churchcaric records. In

the cramped office was a map of Fall River in ieyday, with the

coastal area busy with all types of shipping.

Connie was able to give us a picture of Fall Rinet866. The north had
done well from cotton during the American Civil W# year after the
end of the war the cotton industry was booming aittiacting
immigrants from many countries. This no doubt isywmy great
grandfather brought his family to Massachusettfie English thought
they were the experts in the field at a time wheshland European
immigrants were also arriving in great numberswds a time of turmoil
in the labour market, since the workers in the USenexploited there
just as much as they had been in the UK. The Emdélt that if all the
workers got together they could force changes ftbm owners, for
example raising wages and instituting the ten-hearking day, but
progress was slow, as the different ethnic grogbssed to cooperate
with each other.

Was there a Congregational connection? Large Cgagomal churches
were built in both Lancashire and Yorkshire in gexond half of the
19" century. Connie said that there were two in Raler.. There had
been something of a split in the late™1@entury, when both were
flourishing. Eventually, the textile trade movedawfrom Fall River

and the town is no longer the bustling, thrivingl avealthy place it was
a century and a half ago.

Our hunt for John and Ellen Ashworth in Fall Riweas unsuccessful.
Although Connie told me that many weavers and sgsicame to Fall
River from Rochdale, it is possible that great-gfather John Ashworth
found work, not there, but in Lowell.
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Next time perhaps we'll pay Lowell a visit. My fdynand | may never
find precise answers to our queries, but th® déhtury was a time when
many people were on the move, looking for a belifer and more

hopeful prospects. Gradually children spent lesgetin the mills and
more in school. In due course my mother and twdef Ashworth

cousins became teachers. The pedagogical callinguoffamily had

begun!

-$ |

Several items have been removed
From this on-line version.

After 22 years loyal service Charles has deciddubatay up his brushes!!
We as a Church are indebted to the work that helbas at the Church,
Mayflower Hall and Manse. We are sorry to be loSGttarles from the
Fabric Group Dennis, Andrew, Robert, Alan

On Sunday, ¥ June we said goodbye to Kate Hackett who hadhféuls
the nine months of her internship with the threeairches of the
Pastorate.

Tributes were paid to Kate for all that she
has shared with us during that time. Our
minister Trevor said how much he had
valued Kate's company and colleagueship.
She was presented with a copy of the
Dramatised Bible, and a cheque. Kate is
exploring the possibility of a calling to a
church in the London area. We pray that
Kate's gifts of ministry will soon be
realised in service to a pastorate.
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30 YEARS OF TRAIDCRAFT

Ann Mynott organised a lunch in the Mayflower Hath 19" June to
mark 30 years of the Traidcraft organisation. &d¢banks to Ann and
her helpers, including Pearl from the Mayflower iemdand her husband
Peter. For a good many years now, Ann has workelkgsly to raise
concerns about the rights of the poorest communitiethe world to a
fair share of the world's trade. We thank Anndfirshe has done and
pray that Traidcraft may continue to prosper.

FUN WITH THE BIBLE

The three churches of the Pastorate, BillericayenBvood and
Ingatestone came together to share tea, fun ahdrateme of worship
on Saturday B June in the Mayflower Hall. Kenton Church devised
'Hymngo' — choosing and, if you were unlucky, smgthe hymn you
had chosen! An enjoyable evening; thanks to all Whiped provide the
refreshments. In a 'Fun Run Through the Bible' afr lunch on 14
June, those present were challenged to put thesbafothe Bible in the
correct order. The OIld Testament and its variousplpets proved
challenging. In placing the books in categoriess@m, history and
narrative, praise), we saw how often the bookslapped.

PRAYING TOGETHER

“One should always have an objective — in walkiag,in life.” - the
words of the great walker of the Lakeland fellsfrédl Wainwright. As
Christian people on the journey of life, what ig objective? Surely it
is to seek to experience the presence of God moselg, as we walk
with Jesus as our guide. Whether our physical wsalkapid and
energetic like young people, or slower and withatgefrailty, every day
can be a new encounter of faith. As we enjoy tightness of summer,
the holiday and relaxation time for many, our foeps point in the same
direction — to love and serve our Lord.

We pray, O Lord, that we may see your light ahdagsmn our journey.
Be with us in the valleys and on the hilltops, whte road seems
smooth and easy and when it is jagged and roughy We know your
presence in our days of youth and in our closireygjein times of quiet
and in times of great busyness. Teach us to listevhat you are saying
to each one of us, as we learn to know you momaei\
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Endpiece, by a member of the Congregation

The Bible, God's infallible unambiguous word?

Listen to what the Lord Almighty says:-

“Go and attack the Amalekites and completely dgséeerything they
have. Don't leave a thing. Kill all the men, wamechildren and
babies: the cattle, sheep, camels and donke$sSam. 15.1-2

If a son will not obey his parents, they are toetdkm to stand trial
before the leaders of the town who are to stonetbideath.

Deut. 21. 18

It's in the Bible! What are we to make of it? [Baohis indicate what
God is like? Is the Bible an idol to be uncritigalorshipped, or do we
need to took at its contents in a different light?

It's a wonderful book, much of it good. It is hoves, centuries old —
some of it 3000 years and more — and a record mianuexperience and
a developing relationship with God.

Initially, Israel's God was THEIR God who would nethem victorious
over their enemies and give them prosperity. Othibes might have
their God, but like children in the playground, “GU>od is better than
YOUR God.” The trouble was that their God was al@tays victorious
so the idea took root that the fault lay with thelmes. God was
displeased with them and was punishing them bygbrgn misfortune
upon them and allowing their enemies to defeat th@ihere’s a lot of
that in the Old Testament!

As time passed, other voices spoke with increastogviction.
Gradually it dawned that there was only one Godsehmncern was for
all people. Hosea spoke of God’s yearning for pedp return his
forgiving, tender and passionate love for them:eirthroubles were
largely self inflicted because they went their oway instead of living
in relationship with God. Amos preached vehemeagsginst injustice
and deceit: God’s nature could not accept suchwetr.
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Inevitably it would lead to a breach in relationskith him. Isaiah and
Micah both saw that living in accordance with Godishes would lead
to a world of peace and harmony for all. Such \f@wd is!) God’s
desire for humanity and all creation.

Jesus had an incredible authority of his own whsghang from his
relationship with God. “You have heard that it veasd of old times, but
| say unto you....” The ancient teachings empledsibe externals of
religion but Jesus stressed the inward motives. sBydoing he
undermined the religious establishment and thusagamised its
members, which was a contributory factor leadinghis eventual
crucifixion.

So how are we to judge what we should heed and whathould not?
Anything contrary to the teaching and example asudeshould be
understood for what it is — a stage in the devekpnof humanity’s
relationship with God — from tribal god to a God lofe, justice and
inclusiveness for all, calling us to love and seeven our enemies and
to do good to those who hate us. And always wel hede aware that
there is still “light and truth to break forth fro@od’s Word.” The Bible
iIs not just a “dead” record of ancient people amdngs, but a living
Word calling us to respond in our day — inspiresl! ymit not consistently
So.

CHURCH FLOWERS

July 5 Alma Hickmore Aug 9 Irene Mackenzie

12 Jos Knightly 16 Peggy Nisbet
19 Ann Mynott 23 Dianne Lough
26 Janet Phillips 30 Vacant

Aug 2 BrendaRees Sept 6 Thelma Woods

Mayflower Ladies meet at 8.0pm Thursdays in the Mayflower Hall
July 2 Afternoon meeting at Hillcrest Nursery —
A talk on the history of Hillcrest. Tea & caké$s
9 Members Evening
16 Brian Dancey — Living with ghosts
SUMMER BREAK
Sept 10 Members Evening
No Coffee Morning duty as Hall closed from™auly.
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