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Friends from the three pastorate churches spent an afternoon with
Kathy and Bob Riester on their visit in August
(see Church Family News)

The Messenger
Please letRobin Derbyshirehave your copy for the Octoher
issue bySunday 13 September 2009 Articles are welcome.
Please speak to Robin at any time about any proposdave.
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Trevor writes

There is no escape!

There is no escape from Job, at least not as far as
I am concerned. Like many people, my
knowledge of this Old Testament book was pretty
sketchy before | became a church minister. |
knew that it was about suffering. | knew that Job
was supposed to be a good person to whom bad
things happened. | was aware that he had some
friends to advise him, the proverbial “Job’s
comforters”, and that they were not a great dealis# to him. | may
have known that when confronted with God, towaius énd of the
book, Job receives a lecture on God’s majesty rdkia an explanation

of why things happened the way they did. | then agax to make it all

the way through my ministerial training without mglative ignorance
being much disturbed, except perhaps to discoarittwas one of the
Old Testament books that get described as “wisdtemature”, along
with others such as Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.

Then | agreed to tutor some people for the UnitefbRned Church’s
Training for Learning and Servingoundation Course and discovered
that we spent an entire term, six meetings, usitga® the main biblical
resource for our discussions. As a tutor, evergmtlear, for the next
few years | found myself having to return to Jobefe really was no
escape. By the end of this period | would warn seunembers, “Next
term will either be the high point or very lowegtimt of the course for
you: we are going to explore Job.” Very few peofdé neutral or
unmoved by Job. Either they hated every moment,denong how this
book had been allowed to wander into the pageh®fBible or they
were astonished and overjoyed to find a biblicabkobelping them to
grapple with life’s big issues concerning painfeuhg and injustice.



Upon moving South, to this pastorate | gave up Hation Course
tutoring and thought that | had managed to leavehihind me in the
North-East of England — no such luck. Within a nmoot my arrival into
the new pastorate the readings from Bevised Common Lectionary
were inviting worship leaders to preach on Job kddly obliged, not
only in the three pastorate churches but even @toRwand Shenfield
Union Church. Still, I thought, that’'s Job out betway and | can get on
with preaching from more cheerful stuff, like Leeis and
Lamentations. Wrong again. TRCL is a three-year cycle of readings
and, believe it or not, | have been Minister instpiastorate for three
years, so guess who’s coming to church on Sundeg again?

Next month, October, it is time for Job to makeappearance and those
responsible for leading worship in at least twaof congregations will
be gearing up for the challenge. I'm looking fordido coming back to
Job just as we are all “coming back to church”rafte summer break
and somehow this feels appropriate. After all, wlbywe come (back) to
church? Yes, firstly, we come to worship God butal& come for all
sorts of human reasons, many of them good ones.cWee for
fellowship and friendship; we come for rest ancdupsration from life’s
stresses; but we also come in order to be bettgipeed to live life
abundantly during the rest of the week. Exploriog fogether is a real
opportunity to face life’'s realities together, asaarce for living in
today’s world, just as troubled with pain and stiffg as it was in the
days when the Book of Job was written. Like Job, mey find few
definitive answers but I'm confident that we’ll gvoas seven-day-a-
week disciples in the process of discovery andudision.

Looking forward to October.

Trevor




CHURCH CALENDAR FOR September 2009

Wednesday 2 7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the KaghlMartin

Room
Thursday 3 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court
Saturday 5 10.00am Pastorate Quiet Day - foplpgioom
to our church and Brentwood and

4.00pm Ingatestone URCs: led by Revd Sheila
Maxey at Pilgrim’s Hall, Brentwood

NOTE: the Prayer Fellowship will not be having pa@te meeting this
month, thereby giving members the opportunity térading the
Pastorate Quiet Day

SUNDAY 6 11.00am All-age Sacrament of Holy
Communion, led by Revd Trevor
Jamison

Wednesday 9 9.15am Fellowship Group coach gutin
Wimpole Hall (setting off from Chapel
Street, outside Hawkley Court)

Saturday and 12) Essex Show at Barleylands
SUNDAY  13)

SUNDAY 13 11.00am Morning Worship led by Margaret
and Robin Derbyshire

Thursday 17 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court

Saturday 19 5.00pm Harvest Social, includingyc(or salad
as an option) Mayflower Hall

SUNDAY 20 11.00am Harvest service led by Miss Marget
Hatchard and Mr Simon Houlton

Sunday 20 2.45pm Harvest service at Mountnessmgt,
led by Revd Colin Hunt



Sunday 20 6.30pm CTB-sponsored Worship at OUR
CHURCH. Preacher: Revd John
Bradbury. Brentwood and Ingatestone
URCs have been invited, as well as CTB

churches
Friday 25 9.00am MacMillan Coffee morning at the
Mayflower Hall, until midday
Friday to 25) Church Weekend at Debden House
SUNDAY 27) led by Revd Trevor Jamison

SUNDAY 27 11.00am Morning Worship at the church ledby
Revd Colin Hunt

NOTES FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY — KEN WOODS

How Welcoming are We?

At our Church Meeting in July, the Communicationask Group
initiated a discussion on how welcoming we are asharch. All

members present were invited to contribute theawgi We looked at a
dozen pictures of the outside of various churches then said what
attracts and what is off-putting for potential newers to our own
church. We later thought about the welcome inspdaticularly in our

vestibule. A more extensive discussion on the dhurderior was
deferred until a future date.

The result was positive, to my mind, as we reackedhe helpful
conclusions — see below. (Admittedly, there aresdas to be learnt
about the thought-sharing process at Church Meeitingarticular, your
secretary underestimated totally how long it takdsen everyone is
sharing in the discussion — | must do better inriek)

What is good about our external welcorme

1. We felt that our trees and nice garden are weiog (thanks to those
who work on the front garden).

2. The overall impression of the church does nerawe or exaggerate
with neo-Gothic architecture. From the outsiddpdks airy inside,
with glass entrance doors.



3. It has the illuminated cross.

4. Access to the church is good, with a ramp foeslWthairs and good
parking access.

5. The entrance door is open when appropriate atiddates are open
at worship times.

Some items seemed to have general agreement fordéuaction:

1. Improving information given to newcomers, sushirformation as
to where to park, and signage for the disabled.

2. Making more use of the right-hand notice boarith(thanks to Peter
Brierley for his creative use of that board fromnei to time). The
message should have minimal wording in large wgitin

3. Possibly the notice board should be angled aontlotorised passers-
by can read it. We could clarify that the hall i @enue for much of
our church life; maybe, we need another noticedaathe hall.

Some issues remained distinctly unresolved!

Maybe it would be more positive if we had one calnéntrance door,
but do we need to emphasise the two entrance doare to
compensate?

Would it be more welcoming to newcomers if we werelo something
with the railings? Would it seem more open if wevex them back
a little, possibly providing a bench and/or a geaiskont? Should we
lower the railings or remove them altogether?

Internal welcome — we had some thoughts for futlaetion:

1. Should we have someone to shake hands who eratepfrom
hymnbook helpers?

2. Is the vestibule too cluttered and is therertaaeh going on before
Sunday worship?

3. The green cloth on the piano is functionallypartant, but do we
need it on during worship, even if the piano is lbeihg used?

What are your thoughts™, like me, your impression of the church and
our welcoming is blunted by familiarity, you may perfectly happy
with things as they are.



But if you can put yourself into the place of newws or outsiders — or
even better if you know someone who can comment aglative

newcomer — what would you do to make an improvefenhe

Communications Group — Kenton, Simon (Houlton), nagr Trevor,

Rachel and | - would love to hear from you. Ken

Our Harvest Service at Mountnessing Court
Colin Hunt is leading us in a short service at Moessing Court on
Sunday afternoon 30September at 2.45pm. We will be celebrating
Harvest, and taking gifts of fruit and flowers witls for the residents at
Mountnessing Court. Please join us at the sersiocging hymns and
chatting with the residents afterwards. They abvagjoy our visits and
your support would be appreciated. If you needftaplease let me
know. Margaret Dunn

Our Harvest Supper — with a difference!
This year our Celebrity Chef Simon Houlton is offering us
a sensational

Curry Supper.
Simon's curries have been acclaimed by his family, and by
several larger gatherings. We have the chance to enjoy one on
Saturday 19 September.

The special inspiration is Christian Aid's challenge to host a food
event following the example of Chamdramma, the Indian woman
who turned empty acres into rich farmland, and fed not only their
own families, but 50,000 of the poorest people in their
communities.

The supper is being generously sponsored by an anonymous
member, so that every penny you donate after the supper will go | &
to this Christian Aid Appeal.

Please sign up on the list on the vestibule table, to reserve your
place at this supper. And if curry is not for you, you can ask for a
delicious alternative to be provided. So it's for everyone!

Start at 5.00 with a mingling and a quiz. Supperat  6.00,
and more entertainment until about 8.00

8



Our MacMillan Coffee Morning:

Friday September 25 at 9.00am — noon
Once again we will be hostingMacMillan Coffee Morning at the
Mayflower Hall. This will be our 18 event for this wonderful caus
All we collect will go to fund MacMillan Cancer Gain Essex.
Please reserve the date and bring a friend or wa, will find
invitations on the vestibule table for you to usePlease (give
MacMillan your best support.

1%

Dennis Jordan

Are you interested in having a Bazaar Stall thisye  ar?
The date of the Bazaar is Saturda$! Nbvember 2009 and the theme is
‘Dickensian’. | hope you are getting out your THpats and Victorian
Outfits!! Is there anyone who would like to rurethookstall this year,
is there anyone who would like to run their ownllstand is there
anyone with new ideas? Please let me know.
Stallholders who have not already confirmed thal/tare having their
usual stall please contact me too. Margaret Dunn

PS: I've been given a large amount of very niceerat which could be
made into cushion covers, perhaps bedspreads aed lghter weight
materials. Does anyone want anything made up, fdoration to the
Bazaar handicraft stall, and would anyone like t shme sewing?
Please contact me: you're welcome to come anchsaudterial.

TRAIDCRAFT News
New catalogues will be available soon. These @n@hristmas
Cards, Calendars etc,. Please place your ordexsoaisas possible.
It will be difficult for me to buy gifts on ‘specas | am reluctant t
have more unsold stock on my hands. Any one takiey as oul
church fair trader needs to have the opportunitpriger what they
need and store in the Hall cupboard.
Look out for the half price sale!! Ann Mynott




Children to the Fore during the Summer

We hosted an accomplished and sometimes riotous concert by the
Quilters and Sunnymede joint choir conducted by Simon Houlton

Peter Brierley
hosted an
afternoon for
the children
from Belarus

and they presented him with a wooden egg
decorated in the traditional Ukranian manner
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Large throngs swirled aroun
the narrow streets on Bankside
across the river from the City,
It was Saturday, and they
enjoyed the walk along th
river, and were now stoppin
off for a bite and a drink.

Stalls were selling food, (‘best
barbecue in London’), and the
aroma of outdoor eating wafte
about.

The narrow grassy space between the elevated yailata London
Bridge and Southwark Cathedral was scarcely \asibt all the people
seated on it. Some, but not too many of them, vedtunside the
cathedral, which rises imposingly above the higglpdgledy
commercial premises all around.

Our Choral Society had come on a relief missiositg Evensong while
the cathedral choir was on holiday. For severalkeeee'd practised the
introit, the responses, the Magnificat and Nunc iRisn('Mag and Nunc'
in the parlance), the chanted Psalm and the antaecthye thought we
could do them justice.

Coming as we did from a wide variety of backgroyndsluding non-

conformity, agnosticism, probably, and even druidisve were tasked
with leading the congregation in affirming the ageeeciting the Lord's
Prayer, praying for the Queen and petitioning Horsave His people.
We succeeded, we think: we filled the lofty chomdanave with our
voices, and in the final anthem ('O Thou the @n@rb of righteous
Love’) with the help of the powerful organ createdtirring acoustic
event.
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Afterwards filing back down the nave behind thevged gentleman
with the stick, watched by the sixty or so scatterengregation, as well
as those standing at the back, unsure whether \ileeg part of the
service or just musical tourists, we felt a serfsejob well done.

Non-conformist that | am, however, | was asking efiysis that it then?’

Is this what Anglicans since the @entury have spiritually fed upon,
singing the Mag and Nunc day after day, albeit ivast variety of

musical settings, chanting the Psalms in turnuigiclg the bits railing at

'mine enemies', not forgetting to commend the sogarto God, and

asking the Lord for a quiet night.

What about all the other concerns that daily pugss us? Yes, they get
a mention very often in the final prayers, but e unemployed, the
exploited, the starving, just want us to ask toabbewed to depart in

peace? And are they part of the ‘inheritance'@ual is being asked to
bless? What about this relevance thing? What abimitplace of the

Beatitudes in liturgy?

Is not worship in the language and images

which date back to the T&entury, as alien

to the present as the replica of the Golden

Hind in dry dock just round the corner from

the cathedral, which circumnavigated the

globe in 1577? Why didn't more of those

outside on the grass, when they had

finished their grilled sausages, take a few

steps into the cathedral for a spot of

spiritual refreshment, suited to their needs?

What's happened to the connection between churcshvpoand the life

outside? Enough questions!

A piece written some time ago by a strong advodzténe liturgical use

of the Book of Common Prayer in a gloriously sniffgrase dismissed
public prayer 'which arises out of the needs efrtfoment' as prayer 'in
which full information is given to the Deity as tfoe condition of affairs

which he is asked to remedy'. (Or, as a joke infamyily has it, what

about the prayer leader who began allegedly 'O ,Lasddoubtless thou
hast read in this morning's Manchester Guardian.Gbd knows our

needs before we ask, we are reminded, and ouragoerin asking.
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This carping at the Anglican liturgy is not fair muthwark, or probably
to any other cathedral. A large map of Zimbabwehancathedral wall
reminds visitors of its continuing close concerntfmat stricken country,
and that only a few weeks before it had hosted Klor@hangarai's
speech to the expatriate community in London, atlwho say the least,
differing views were expressed. The cathedral ojgse¥ up for thought
and action on pressing world questions. (The chaster who had to
lead Evensong later on the afternoon of that mgeawported that the
heated debate had seriously held up the choiripeaathich preceded
the service!)

Well, not having experienced Evensong for sevemdry, on this
weekend | did so twice over, since members of diesclogether in
Billericay were invited to the Sunday evening seevat Great Burstead.
We were on pilgrimage to experience our differinges of worship,
and Father Swift explained a little of the longditeon of Anglican
liturgy, though, he added, with perhaps a veryflgiance at one or two
of his Anglican colleagues, not all C of E's folldakhis any more. The
choir led our worship beautifully, using the worttigt have been said
and sung for hundreds of years. Even ChristophertiMahe of
Mayflower fame, who was a churchwarden here, wialde recognised
much of it. Added to the same Collects as on tlewipus day, there
was one in honour of the patronal saint of the chilary Magdalene,
whose day fell in the following week, and Fatherif6spoke more of
her in his sermon. The characteristics of trad#@loAnglican worship,
are continuity, a reverence for the events and lpemfpChristian history,
and an assurance of permanence, so that, as Iheacéd it explained,
even if you were so ill or so isolated that youldati join in worship in
any sense, you would know that it was continuing.

We'll be hosting the next of the CTB series
of services on 20 September. There was one
break in the continuous use of the Anglican
liturgy during the 17 century

Commonwealth, when it was prohibited in
favour of the 'Directory’, which put the
mandatory reading of scripture, prayer and
the sermon in its place.
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We are heirs to this tradition which is independutihe established
church. Our orderly service has an underlying giuwith prayers of
adoration, confession and intercession, using wadker set, or
composed for the occasion, the reading of the wthd, singing of
psalms (often in the form of hymns), and much gneaise of other
hymns (of varying inspiration!). Preaching in otnadition is a
centrepiece, with the emphasis on informing, peafsggand moving the
congregation about the truth of the scriptures.

We will have a guest preacher with us for the CEB/ige, and he will
be speaking on the legacy of one of our theologioet¢bears, John
Calvin. We trust that both his recourse to histargur tradition, and our
form of our worship, will have something to sayttee community of
worshiping Christians in this town.

Our new Worship Group , guided by our ministers baen exploring
ways of refreshing the conduct of our liturgy 'twork of the people’)
S0 as to engage you, God's congregation, in theshigy and to balance
tradition, scripture, the spoken word, and the beand excitement of
music with the prayers of the community, and thayers of our own
hearts.

Robin Derbyshire

! B
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What do we Want
and what do we really Need?

During our worship recently we tried to distinguisktween what we
wanted and what we needed.

We had two bags. This one is a

splendidly decorated one: it comes

from the store chain Trader Joe's in

America. When you step in you are

confronted by so many wonderful

foods and drinks, that you are

tempted to come out with much

more than you thought you needed

when you went in. So our wants

went in here.
The other one was a plain brown
shopper. This one was for our needs.

Among the wants expressed wereA
chalet in Switzerland, a Round the
World Cruise, a huge new TV, an
Alfa-Romeo, a heated swimming pool,
a Yacht, a Bentley Convertible, a
Holiday Home (Several) , and a
Gardener.

Among the needs expressed web@od health, a doctor | can talk to
when I'm ill, sunshine, water, clean air, food, te&gs, porridge oats,
family and friends, more energy, neighbours wheecéood for the
starving, everyone to love each other, and to ivgrmy piano.

Which one were you??

As to the wantsperhaps on the spur of the moment we delibigrate
went a bit OTT, and became parodies of the ayudili lottery winner.
As to the needwery interesting. Things that give us good heatttings
that maintain loving relationships, things thalphes to be creative, and
lead an active life, and comfort foods (!). And fas the needs of
others.........
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..... At this moment there arrives frohtealth Help International a
book calledA Heart Poured Ouytwhich is the continuing and astounding
story of HHI's development. HHI is a 'small' clyain money terms,
which really began in 1999. You will remember tbearider Ron Prosser
speaking to us about the anonymous gift of monfyole his doorstep,
which moved him to seek to bring better health ¢angeople in Zambia
and in India.

Ron and his two fellow key-workers, together withsmall band of

helpers are moved by their strong Christian bedied their desire to
demonstrate the love of God in a spiritual and foraktway as Jesus did
during his time on earth. Their resources are mamegn to them, and
their own faith and prayer and boundless enerdychvfuels all their

actions.

In Monze, Zambia they have set up a medical cerdranit to help and
train the deaf and the disabled, a training cefatréailoring, and for IT.

They send out medical teams in a bus (which weedetp buy), they
preach, they help to build a church and to rebaitld equip a school.
They help victims of drought.

In India they help the low caste and vulnerableséin hospital who

need food and medicine, homeless youngsters ang others. They

find doctors and other medically qualified peoped send them out to
work. Ron and his staff constantly appeal inhfaid churches, the
Rotary Club and other bodies for financial help tlogir projects, which

often arise unforeseen out of the needs of the mome

Their inspiration for this constant pouring outtbémselves is gospel
passages such as Jesus' banquet for the poor fldikes-23), or the
invalid at the Bethesda pool ((John 5: 1-9).

Needs? Please remember in your prayers and yoinggpeople with
very pressing and basic ones, and those who atlengdo meet them.
The above cannot do justice to everything in thekb& Heart Poured
Out, which can be borrowed from Margaret Dunn
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When he was a child, in 1948, Salims's villagedda;, where his
Christian family had lived since the M2century, was ‘ethnically
cleansed’, as the Jews sought to subdue the Ralestesidents and
minimise their presence in the land they claimedhssr own. As a
teenager he was in a minority of one in an Isrsgtiool class, but had
the courage to challenge the teachers' story tieaP#alestinians had left
the land untended and neglected. 'Look out of thelew', Salim told
the class: 'these fields were full of orange tredsch my grandfather
harvested and exported. It is nonsense that wectegl our land '.

Salim became a Christian and after studying in Wl& he began
teaching at the Bethlehem Bible College; it washack to him to see
what was happening to 'my people’. His studentd &earching
questions, and Palestinians were resorting toemtomeans to assert
their rights. What would Jesus do, if faced by Hiation from a 19 year
old Israeli soldier at a checkpoint; or when ouradtéul 'Green
Mountain' near Beit Sahour is confiscated to baidisraeli settlement,
and all around Bethlehem, our land is being taken?

One of his students at the College was excited3j@&t0 Christians were
coming to a conference in Jerusalem, until he dothat these same
Christians believed that Arabs are expected to noo¥ef the land. The
irony is: “We Palestinian Christians have the gpravilege of being an

obstacle to the Second Coming, as we are in the.w8@p we are

rejected by God, as well as everyone else! A tierrinessage for a
minority group! It is also escapist nonsense tg f#s Messianic Jews
and some Christians do] that there will be no peadbe Middle East

until Jesus returns.”

Salim's father told him that he didn't want hinowing up with the
seeds of bitterness and hate and this is what Sasniried to show in
the work of Musalaha, where Israelis and Palestsgo into the
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desert together and learn to trust one anotharause the desert is
neutral territory. Jesus said he had come thanall be one (John 17)
and Salim has no time for the idea that the Holgd_& for one people
and not for another. The Land is for all of us. W&ve to live together,
there can be no exclusivity. Two families who limeone house must
find ways to peace.

The Jews stresholiness, which can imply exclusivity: at the other
extreme the Palestinians demgusdtice Their supporters on both sides
emphasise the extremes. Both sides feel themstivbes victims, the
Jews of persecution and the Holocaust, and thesttans because that
are paying the price for the Jewish sufferingsthBsides want justice,
but sometimes justice can get in the way of redm@ticin, which leads to
peace. We all seek the moral high ground, and usesacred texts to
justify ourselves. But the Justice of God andHudiness of God meet
on the cross. If we don't accept

this we are back to the crusades!

Reconciliation does work, there

have been peaceful times, for

example in medieval Spain when

Jews and Christians lived

peacefully together.

But peace demands hard work,

and we shy away from the effort

involved in this. You western Christians worshig #n hour on
Sundays, but then have little time for all the imgot social, cultural
and justice issues which should be part of youhfaiVe are too prone
to be fatalistic, but God has given us the poweshtange the world. We
must not deny the life-giving resurrection, wite gower of life over
death.

It was refreshing, to hear such a powerful speajecting doctrinaire
and exclusive claims to the Holy Land, and remrmgdiis Jesus came
that all might be one, and enjoy God's Land togethe

Picture shows Salim Munayer with a member of thdiemce
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THE KITCHEN !

Our special thanks go to all who have worked onr#farbishment of
the Mayflower Hall over the summer holiday weekkeDld kitchen has
been transformed and Alan has given instructionutbits use,

particularly of the new equipment. We are alsoebtdd to Bob

Poulson, who with the help of his wife, has maimtai the regular
cleaning of the Mayflower Hall in the past few week in spite of his
broken ankle. (Sadly, no picture exists of Bolnbegdushed round the
Hall by his wife in his wheelchair...!)

%%+ $, - .

Some items have been
removed from the

Web version of this
magazine.

MINISTRY

In the absence of our minister Trevor on holidapstrof our services
have been led by members of the congregation. ®rAL§ust, morning
worship was led by our American friend, Rev. BoledRer. Bob shared
with us some of the outreach and mission work disgihville Christian
Church, Indianapolis. Friends from all three chest in the pastorate
were pleased to welcome Kathy and Bob back to iigib.

INDUCTION

Andrew Mackenzie was inducted as a Serving Elde2BhJune. We
pray for Andrew and other Elders who join with Toeevas well as
members of the congregation, in sharing the messhgie Gospel in
Billericay.
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SEPTEMBER — A TIME OF NEW BEGINNINGS FOR YOUNG
PEOPLE

September is always a time of change for childmahyoung people, at
the start of a new school year. Some will moveaua different class at
school. For others, September will bring biggeairaies. We send our
love and good wishes to James Brown, Lucy FordeRendd Jackson
as they move up to senior schools at Mayflower,|@kford Girls High
School, and Billericay School. We hope that yoll soon get used to
your new schools, James and Lucy and David, anoyemgw friends
and new activities.

TWO WONDERFUL SUMMER AFTERNOONS

Many friends gathered in the garden of Peggy Nisbet3" August for
the Fellowship Garden Party. It was a happy oocgasin warm
sunshine and as many as 40 people are thoughtéokeeen there. Our
thanks to Peggy for offering her home again assémie and our thanks
too for the settled spell of weather which helpdnake the occasion so
enjoyable.

On 16" August, friends from all three churches of thetprge took the

opportunity for an informal afternoon to see mofeKathy and Bob

Riester from Indianapolis, who had been stayinghat Manse while

Trevor, Sue and Joshua were away — in America! dure shone and
Margaret and Tony Cheer, and Margaret Gazely fBmntwood, as

well as Carol and Ron Brown and Doreen Williamsamnt Ingatestone
joined some friends from Billericay in the garddriargaret and Robin
Derbyshire's home(See Picture of the Month)it was a happy meeting
time for everyone.
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THE LIDDELL FAMILY

Sue Liddell has written to say that Katharine andywé's wedding on
4" July was splendid — everything went smoothly anil Bas
wonderful; he gave Katharine away from his whealchad made a
speech at the reception in Leiston Abbey.

Sue has also written about being the URC's Areaodale in Suffolk.
There are 3 new ministers — two full-time and orat-time — who
should have quite a bit of input into Sue's ownrchuat Saxmundham
and bring some revival there, she hopes.

She was preparing for the holiday club at the torheriting.

We send our loving good wishes to Sue and her Yarard pray every
blessing for her commitment to the work of the €diReformed Church
in her area.

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP

Friends from the Prayer Fellowship will not holeithusual meeting in
the month of September, as some of them will ndithg the Pastorate
Quiet Day led by Sheila Maxey. That does not méa the fellowship

of prayer will be abandoned for the month... Theralways someone
ready to pray for you or on behalf of someone omeihing that

concerns you. So please speak to an Elder, arleadee small groups
or to myself, so that you can be remembered invthg that is most

helpful to you. Margaret Derbyshire

'GATHERED TO THE HEART OF GOD'

The United Reformed Church Prayer Handbook for 2@&l@ntitled

'‘Gathered to the heart of God'. The prayers coadhim the book
accompany the details of the lectionary readifgd aire given each
week.. They are a moving and thoughtful aid faspeal reflection and
devotion. The Prayer Handbook is now availaphecé £4.90 with an
additional 60p postage per copy). A copy of thedbook is available
in the Church for you to look at. Please signabheompanying list on
or before the 13th of September so that co@asten be ordered.
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Public Issues Calendar

13 September Racial Justice Sundawyw.ctib.org.uk

21 September International Day of Prayer for Peace
www.overcomingviolence.org

PRAYING TOGETHER
In the Lady Chapel at Lavenham Church, there isteer 'Here in the
quiet you may speak to God. Here you may sharewotries with
him. Here you may give thanks. Here you may fimdrgyth for the
present and courage for the future. Than you neaygyour way
refreshed. May God bless you and give you hisgéac

When talking to God in prayer, many people find tiqaiet places or
symbols such as candles or words that are fancéiarbe helpful. Jeg
himself often sought solitude when speaking withFather. Prayer ig
means of communication with God, of searching amdhim and
listening without words to what he is saying to @od's presence is

be found everywhere for those who seek him, ircttadlenging places

of life, in its struggles and difficulties as wal its absence of stress
peace and in joy. Prayer is often a call to actoam As Frederick
Douglass, an escaped slave said: “I prayed fortywagars but receivg
no answer until | prayed with my legs..”

Loving God, | come to you asking that | may knowypresence in
life, that what I receive from you | may give tdets and that, as | pr

and listen, you will guide me in all I do. In thame of Jesus. Amen.

us

fo

4

0|

y

23



CHURCH FLOWERS

September 6  Thelma Woods
13  Angela Christian
20 Dianne Lough/Harvest
27  May Thatcher

October 4  Jos Knightly

As we hope to be away on holiday over the Harvestk&nd. | have
asked Joyce to organise the Harvest flowers for ima@ow she will be
grateful to have donations of flowers and assigatic decorate our
church on Saturday f9%September from 9.00am.
In anticipation of your usual support at this tirhthank you.

Janet.

Mayflower Ladies
will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall 80@m, as follows:-

September 10 Social Evening
17 Remus Horse Sanctuary
24 China Painting
October 1 Harvest — Mock Auntio
Coffee Morning — 15 September
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Autumn in England is often a beautiful time. Thetpihn Keats, in his
Ode to Autumn, described this time of year, with great bounty and
richness, as the 'Season of mist and mellow @rlugsss'.

Keats claimed that Autumn had a music to rival ‘dongs of spring'.
Wonderful poetic language. The bounty of fruit apbduce and
flowers that come with the ending of summer andiyesrtumn are also
themes in hymns for the harvest season.

But unlike the poem of Keats, these hymns celeliate the creator of
all and our human responsé@hen thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for
all his love,'as a familiar hymn puts it — perhaps one that bglsung on
our morning service at Harvest on™28eptember.

Harvest has been the theme of some of our mornamgices this
summer, taking chapter six of John's Gospel nagakut this is not the
harvest of the abundance of nature.

It is the 'harvest' of God's spirit that Jesus rsff® those who try to
follow him. Jesus is the 'Bread of Life'; he ig thiving Water' that is
there for those who seek to go through his ‘dadgke 'his way'.

These images used by Jesus are taken from ordenawyday life.

In some ways they are shocking to our western cuoeswrientated
thinking. Bread and water? Is that all we are peaifiered?

How remote we are from the real needs of peopléhefpast and of
many people in our world today, if we think that.

Bread and water are the staples of life and theee afready deep
concerns about their scarcity.

Enough food for the all the people of the planet?

Clean water for everyone, to drink, to wash theweselto irrigate their
crops? No wonder the Samaritan woman was temptéaeboffer from
Jesus of an endless supply of 'living water' a8 tolJohn, Chapter 4.
'Sir', said the woman,' give me this water, anch thehall not be thirsty,
nor have to come all this way to draw water.'
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What the woman did not easily grasp was that Jegas offering
something much more than an easy alternative widgabuckets from
the well — even though modern day aid agencieshedp to change
people's lives with simple water technology.

The 'bread' and ‘water' that Jesus offers feedsvatets our souls.

In the abundance of our all-the-year round glolesist, the spiritual
harvest that brings meaning to our lives is edssy.

Surely it is now time for us to celebrate the lalétive' abundance that
can await us? Jesus called it 'life in all its &ds'.

A few suggestions.

The harvest of 'silence’.

One monk from a silent order, spoke on a recenbrptbgramme of
how when we are surrounded by noise and distrgoierfail to hear the
sounds within ourselves.

Then there is the harvest of being in communio® community.

(One person at a small meeting recently expressececns about young
people who seem to connect more with their mobiiengs than with
the people round them.)

Then there is the spiritual harvest of being linked only with other
people but also with God, an intimate relationghigit is very searching
but can be very rewarding and supportive in oulydiaes.

In previous generations, many Christians believsy tvere waiting for
the final 'great harvest' when all the faithful webibbe gathered in and
know a closer unity with God.

For those living out their life's journey, the bideand water that Jesus
can offer us are the harvest of the here and nood for us in our daily
lives strengthening us and bringing us hope andtjapsforming us in
our meetings with others and challenging our seiséod's purposes
for the world.

All this we offer back to God in prayer and tharlkiss.
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