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Well, I’ve (finally) staggered into the twenty-first 
century and now have a page on Facebook, the 
internet site where “friends” chat to one another 
and share information about themselves 
(sometimes with alarming openness considering 
that this may be viewed by people from all 

around the world). You can also take fun personality quizzes which 
claim to answer questions such as which city you wish to live in (Seattle 
– must be for the coffee) or which famous author you most resemble 
(James Joyce, another Irishman who spent large periods of his life living 
elsewhere). As a theologian apparently I am a reincarnation of the 
American Puritan Jonathan Edwards. If I was transformed into a church 
denomination I would be Presbyterian (big surprise) and if I exemplify 
one of the traditions that preceded the United Church of Christ (a U.S. 
denomination with similarities to the URC) it would be the Reformed. 
 

But what does it mean to be Reformed? This seems a reasonable 
question to ask for a United Reformed Church minister of three URC 
congregations. John Leith*, an American Presbyterian suggests the 
following list of nine attributes that combine to provide the ethos of the 
Reformed Tradition. I wonder whether you would respond with a ‘yes’, 
a ‘no, or a ‘maybe’ to some, most or all of these: 
 

1. The majesty and praise of God 
2. Opposition to idolatry 
3. Working out divine purposes in history (and so involved in world as 
well as church) 
4. Living a life of holiness (as a response to God’s grace, not a means of 
obtaining it) 
5. The life of the mind as the service of God 
6. The importance of preaching 
7. An organised church with a system of pastoral care 
8. The disciplined life (responsible to others for how we live) 
9. Simplicity  
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My  guess is that not every one of us enthusiastically endorsed every one 
of the above. Others may feel that things have been missed out (where is 
the freedom in worship or freedom from state control, so important to 
parts of the tradition that come into the URC?). Given that other 
Christians from other denominations would say they believed these 
things too, perhaps we are talking more about a movement that crosses 
denominations and emphasises particular aspects of church. In any case, 
most URCs I know have many, many members who started out in other 
Christian traditions and then enriched out Church’s life by joining our 
congregations. 
 
We can go on talking (I’d be delighted if anyone wants to respond to me 
about this) and exploring together, Ministers and members, Elders and 
fellow worshippers which would be a very Reformed way of going about 
things. 

Trevor 
 

· John H Leith An Introduction to the Reformed Tradition. John 
Knox Press, 1981 

·  
 

The Messenger 
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the November 
issue by Sunday 11 October 2009.  Articles are welcome.  
Please speak to Robin at any time about any proposal you have. 

 
FINANCE REPORT, for the information of the Congregation 
Report of figures up to end August 2009: 
Offertories  (Freewill  envelopes plus loose offerings): £14,656 
(Eight twelfths of the budgeted figure for 2009 is £14,528, so offertories 
are currently  in line with the amount budgeted) 

Balance in Communion Fund = £225.99 
A further £100 has been received for Gift Day, bringing total of Gift 
Day donations to £2,205 
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Thursday   1 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  

Saturday   3   9.15am Prayer Fellowship until 9.45am  
at 58 Norsey View Drive this month 
only 

Saturday   3   9.30am  Area Partnership meeting in our church, 
until 12.30pm 

SUNDAY   4 11.00am All-age Sacrament of Holy 
Communion, led by Revd John 
Hickmore 
Commitment for Life Appeal 
launched 

Wednesday   7   7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the Kathleen Martin 
Room 

Thursday   8   2.30pm  Fellowship Group meets in the 
Mayflower Hall 
Arthur Brooks: A taste of music hall 

Saturday 10   3.00pm Ordination/induction of Kate Hackett at 
Muswell Hill URC  

SUNDAY 11 11.00am Morning Worship led by Mr Simon 
Houlton 

Sunday 11   1.00pm A short session on what the Bible has to 
say about a topic from current affairs – 
in the Mayflower Hall 

Monday 12   8.00pm Churches Together meeting at St John 
the Divine 

Tuesday 13   8.00pm Church Weekend Committee meets in 
the Kathleen Martin Room 

Thursday 15 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  

Saturday 17 10.30am  Eastern Synod 
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SUNDAY 18 11.00am Sacrament of Holy Communion,  
led by Revd Trevor Jamison 

Sunday 18   5.00pm Afternoon worship at Brentwood URC, 
to which our church is invited. 
Matthew 25: 1-13 Girls at the Wedding 
Celebration 

Sunday 18   6.30pm CTB-sponsored Worship at Most Holy 
Redeemer Catholic Church, Laindon 
Road, to which we are all invited 

Wednesday 21   7.45pm Church Meeting in the church 

SUNDAY 25 11.00am Morning Worship at the church led by 
Mr Kenton Church 

Wednesday 28   7.45pm World Focus Committee meets at Great 
Blunts (home of Peggy Nisbet) 

Thursday 29 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  

NOTES FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY – KEN WOODS 

First, a word of thanks for a response to my invitation to comment on 
our welcome routines. We have had a suggestion that it would be good 
for someone to be available to usher visitors and newcomers into the 
church. At the time of writing (mid-September), the Communications 
Group has not yet met to deliberate further. 

Second, it is looking as though September will have been a month 
for remembering. On the family front, I am involved in some notable 
birthdays – Thelma, Alma and John. Within our church, there will be a 
number of remembrances: 

1. On 20th September, we will be remembering our Reformed tradition 
and John Calvin’s contribution to our way of thinking.  

2. In the morning of that Sunday, we will have remembered with 
gratitude in our harvest service the world we live in – the world 
created by God; the food and drink that has been provided for us.  
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3. Also in that morning service we plan to be remembering those who 
have been church members in our church. Of the 7 people welcomed 
into membership on 22nd September 1959, Mair is the only one still 
to be with us after 50 years. 

4. The Church Weekend will have had the theme ‘remembering our 
story’. The various sessions are to include remembering Bible stories 
– the woman who anointed Jesus and the Church at Corinth. We 
shall be recounting our own stories in connection with the Church, 
and thinking about the Lord’s Supper as an act of remembering. 

There is nothing wrong with all this remembering. When we thank God 
for the harvest, we are also conscious of the future need to protect our 
planet against the abuse that creates global warming, etc.  

Before we set our vision for the future last year, we reflected on what it 
is in our heritage that makes us feel our church has a worthwhile 
contribution to the whole Church. We want to build on our strengths 
from the past as well as the present. 

Third , October is set for several pointers to the future. On 
10th October we will be helping Muswell Hill URC look forward to their 
future, when many of us go to Kate Hackett’s ordination and induction 
there. Our Church Meeting on the 21st will look at our own church life 
for the immediate future. To ground everything in our faith, on 11th 
October (after Sunday coffee) Trevor will lead us in a little of what the 
Bible has to say about current affairs.   

Finally , a safe place for vulnerable adults was on the agenda for 
September Elders’ meeting, when the Elders set out to respond to 
General Assembly’s challenge for safe churches. In due course our 
thoughts will be brought to Church Meeting.  

In one sense we can all be vulnerable – whenever someone rides rough-
shod over our basic human rights. So we need to define the vulnerable. 
And vulnerability opens the way to physical attacks or uncaring words or 
attitudes. Harm may be deliberate or unintended, or 
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it may come from something that is not done that should be done. Most 
important, we want to do positive things to make everyone in the church 
feel fully included, and thereby avoid problems. 
   ______________________________________________________                        
�
�������
������������������������
���
��� ����
We are still short of one stallholder: if there’s anyone else who would 
like to run a stall, please get in touch with me. These are the stallholders 
already signed up: do please help them and  support them on the day! 
Traidcraft:  Ann Mynott 
Palestinian Olivewood crafts:  Margaret and Robin Derbyshire 
Refreshments:  Sandra Baker 
Mayflower Ladies, per Vera Fletcher: cakes, preserves and nearly new 
items fo small bric a brac for White Elephant Stall 
More bric a brac: Joyce Cornes 
Books and DVDs:  Simon Mynott 
ARK Stall per Serene Brown: cakes biscuits, sweets and preserves. 
Toiletries and jewellery:  Irene Mackenzie 
Tombola:  Dianne Lough 
Toys:  Barbara 
Soft Toy Tombola: Maureen Wasp 
Handicraft items: Margaret Dunn                                 Margaret Dunn 
 
!����"����������
���#����"��������� : Second-hand books will 
be needed to stock the bookstall, which I am helping to run this year, in 
place of Simon Houlton.  Please put aside a few books in readiness. 
Details of when to bring them to the Hall will be given in the November 
Messenger                                               Simon Mynott 
 
$�������������"�%�����&�������'�
Please could I have all orders for Christmas by the end of this month. 
AAnndd  aa  ssppeecciiaall   aappppeeaall   ––  CCoouulldd  yyoouu  bbee  tthhee  eenntthhuussiiaassttiicc  ppeerrssoonn  ttoo  ggoo  oonn  
sseell ll iinngg  TTrraaiiddccrraafftt!!           �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��   AAnnnn  MMyynnootttt  
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This year, the Harvest 
celebration weekend on 19th 
and 20th September was a 
specially memorable one. On 
an evening with an Indian 
flavour, Simon Houlton 
triumphed as celeb chef with 
his delicious curries, supported 
by Ann Mynott and other 
friends.   £433 (including Gift 
Aid to be reclaimed) was raised from generous donations after the 
supper, and this sum will benefit Christian Aid's current India Appeal. 
Our thanks to all for a most enjoyable evening. 
 

Margaret Hatchard led morning worship on 20th September.  She spoke 
of a moving experience, of meeting brownies and guides from the 6th 

Chantry pack recently in Waitrose, 
raising funds for one of their number to 
travel to Morocco to meet brownies 
from that country.  Margaret told the 
pack leader that she had started the 6th 
Chantry pack many years before. All 
this is part of the 'harvest' of gifts that 
people have to offer. Our young people 
also showed their gift for 
thoughtfulness when they gave their 
prayers at harvest – from praise to 
concern for those who do not have a 
good harvest or enough to eat.  Lucy 
Forde read about sowing seeds in 
Palestine at the time of Jesus 
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Our special thanks go to Joyce Neville 
and friends who helped decorate the 
church, and prior to that the Supper,  and 
provided a beautiful display.   
 
 
 
. Lillie used her artistic talents during the 
service to produce her own interpretation 
of the theme.     
 
 
 

 
The children packed a car 
with produce which was 
taken to  Mountnessing 
Court on Sunday afternoon.  
There a short service for staff 
and patients was led by the 
Rev. Colin Hunt.  

�
�
�

�
�
�

 After the service, the residents 
enjoyed some of the produce 
there and then, as Jane Majewski 
took  round the basket 

 
�
�
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Our Lectionary leads us to think 
about the Book of Job during our 
October Sunday services.  Trevor 
has written this introduction for 
us.... 
 
 
 
 

When did you last read the Book of Job, found in the Bible’s Old 
Testament between Esther and Psalms, or have you never read it at all? 
In many ways it is a strange tale, but one that has fascinated people as 
diverse as John Calvin, who wrote one hundred and fifty nine sermons 
on the book and Carl Jung who interpreted it in terms of psychology 
rather than theology. 
 
It is certainly a strange book. It begins by telling us about Job, his family 
and possessions. It underlines that he “feared God and set his face 
against wrongdoing”. We are then given an unsettling vision of God 
presiding over a heavenly royal court and having a “wager” with Satan 
over whether people will remain righteous if God does not reward them. 
Divine permission is given to test Job through a whole serious of 
calamitous events in his life. Faced with illness and the loss of his 
children and possessions Job is advised by his friends about why he is in 
this situation. Job declares an oath of innocence and God responds, 
arriving in a tempest to extol the wonders of nature, heavenly and 
earthly, and to rebuke Job.  
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Job appears to accept the rebuke and the story then concludes with a 
fairytale ending in which he is restored to a level of prosperity even 
greater than that enjoyed at the beginning of the story. This seems so at 
odds with what has happened before that some wonder if a later writer 
tacked on the uplifting ending in an attempt to redeem an overly sombre 
story. 
 
 
A tale from History,  or a story with a moral lesson?  
 
No one really knows exactly when the book was written. It is a mixture 
of prose (Job’s story) and poetry (the advice of his friends) and it is 
possible that someone took an early folk tale and inserted the poetry as a 
commentary on the events. A story written about the righteous suffering 
seems designed to challenge the view found elsewhere in the OT that the 
good are rewarded and the evil punished in this world (like other OT 
books Job gives little thought to the possibility of an afterlife so what 
happens in the here and now is all-important). Some think that Judah’s 
national experience of catastrophic military defeat and deportation to 
Babylon was the impetus for producing a story to help God’s people 
wrestle with why God would allow this to happen to them. It is quite 
possible to read Job as moral tale, a hypothetical situation, rather than a 
story from history or a realistic description of heaven, and still feel the 
power of the questions it asks and the statements it makes. After all, few 
people think it essential for there to have been an actual Good Samaritan 
if the parable is to speak with authority. 
 
Job speaks to people today because it tackles some of life’s realities 
head-on: in this world the good are not always rewarded with 
possessions, good health and long life and the evil are not always 
punished. Job refuses to provide easy answers to why this is and what 
role God plays in it all. Nor does the book take refuge in a “get out of 
jail free card” argument that all this will be made ok in the next life. 
Instead, we are invited to enter into the story and see what it is saying to 
us in our circumstances today. 
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Brr Brr 
 

Hello, who's that, please? 
 

Oh, good evening, I'm calling on behalf of ATHAP. 
 

Come again: either this is a bad line, or you have a bit of a lisp. Nothing 
personal of course. 
 

Let me explain. I represent the All Things to All People Party. I'm 
hoping I can count on your support. 
 

Well, of course, we've got an election soon, so what have you to offer?  
 

You see a lot of the voters don't like being told that taxes will have to 
rise, for all the things we want.  Our message is that taxes should stay 
the same, or be reduced, because people already pay quite enough. And 
we are not in favour of cuts in services either, you'll be glad to know.  
 

Yes, but if we are going to pay for health, education and the other 
essentials, or help those in poverty with the money we've got, we have to 
make some hard choices. 
 

Exactly. We are saying to the poor don't worry, we are fully committed 
to taking care of you.  That's the point you see, it would be unfeeling to 
make them think we'll leave them in the lurch.  Lose a lot of votes, as 
well.  
 

But will it work, this policy of yours? There seems to be a snag 
somewhere. And that reminds me, I had a call only the other day from 
HACEP: perhaps you've heard of them. 
 

Oh, you mean the Have Your Cake and Eat it Party. Oh, you can't 
believe any of their promises. They're quite unrealistic. Their sums just 
don't add up.  
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..and they had a  particularly strong policy on climate change. They said 
it was essential to reduce the amount of CO2 we sent into the 
atmosphere.  'Drive it right down' they said, very strong language, I 
thought. So when I asked if they had set themselves a target of reducing 
emissions even by 20% before 2020, they replied that 2020 is in the 
future, which I had to admit was quite true, but I didn't need to be rung 
up to be told that. Now what have your lot got to say about climate 
change?  
 

Oh we're very clear, I can assure you. We want people to use their cars 
less, and we want to safeguard the future of the motor industry. And we 
want to cut CO2 emissions, and build more airport runways, so people 
have the real choice to holiday abroad. That's what we mean by our 
policies having a broad appeal.  
 

Now just a minute, are you quite sure that voters will fall for your cake 
and eat it, sorry, all things to all people policy. Can't you give us credit 
for realising that climate change is very serious and we've got to dig 
deep to stop it leading to a global catastrophe? 
 

Now come on, politics are the art of the possible, and all that. 
 

I wonder if you've heard of Copenhagen. Lovely city. Capital of 
Denmark, and there's going to be a very important conference there in 
December. Christian Aid is saying that the rich countries are going to 
have to promise to help the poorer ones with money. That's so they can 
cope with receding forests, expanding deserts, and changing rainfall 
patterns, which our behaviour is causing, and so they have modern 
technology, to make cleaner investments and don't have to build any 
more polluting coal fired power stations. And our share would be about 
£4 billion per year.  
 

Well now, that should be alright ,we're already committed to keeping the 
level of our foreign aid budget..... 
 

....No, no,  the climate money is extra. The aid money is to help people 
grow better crops. This is to defend their agricultural systems and their 
whole way of life from climate extremes. That's separate. That's what the 
countries at the conference are meeting about.   
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Where did you say this conference was happening?  Sounds a bit 
unrealistic to me. Wonder if my party leader has ever heard of it. I can 
just hear him saying 'on the one hand...on the other hand..' Very sound 
man, our leader.  
 

But there's only one hand  If the conference can't sign up to cutting our 
own emissions, and helping poor countries to cut theirs, and seeing they 
don't suffer more from the disasters we've already caused them, then our 
children, and even more the children in poorer countries will find life in 
their world will become intolerable.  
 

I may have to put you down as undecided, I can see. 
 

I'd really like fewer undecideds among the politicians. I'm sure your all 
seeing leader will come round when he sees the floods in countries like 
Bangladesh, and the droughts in Africa creeping a bit nearer to us. But 
by then it'll be too late. So give it some thought, will you, and ring me 
back when you can tell me, at all costs we must cut emissions by 60% by 
2050. Then you can count on my vote. Hoping to hear from you again.. 
By for now.  
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Twelve people from the three churches of the pastorate  met at Pilgrims 
Hall, the Christian resource centre near Brentwood, on 5th September.  
Rev Sheila Maxey led us in devotions and in some brief reflections on 
the 'Beatitudes' (or Blessings given by Jesus in Matthew 5 1-12).  After 
that, we were given almost two hours to enjoy in silence the peace and 
tranquillity of Pilgrims Hall and its gardens and to meditate on the first 
six beatitudes. To guide our thoughts, Sheila had prepared an individual 
sheet for each Beatitude.  It was both a solitary and companionable 
experience.   

 
Each of us walked or sat down as we wished to do so.  In the 
conservatory, three chairs were gathered round a board; we were invited 
to add to the pictures on the board with stickers expressing thanks to 
God.  In the meeting room, a beautiful round extension to what had once 
been a family home, three more chairs were set in a corner near the 
window.   
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On the floor was a bag of pebbles and we were invited to cast one into a 
bowl of water on the small table, shedding some 'load' that we were 
carrying.  Several of us did both of these, during our time of reflections. 
 
Each person had their own spiritual journey during the morning. I was 
surprised at how quickly the time passed, perhaps because I took all six 
sheets and divided the time between them. Sheila had said that Jesus was 
speaking to people from poor villages.  The Beatitudes, which even 
today contradict so much accepted wisdom, were not a call to a political 
uprising...  but I wondered to myself if they would give the poor and 
oppressed a sense of spiritual empowerment.  Certainly that is how they 
have been read in modern times by Christian liberation theology 
movements.   
 

We broke our silence at lunch time and afterwards we talked and shared 
our experiences, adding in the final 3 Beatitudes.  The first and third of 
the Beatitudes 'Blessed are the poor in spirit' and 'Blessed are the meek' 
appear similar in meaning and both promise great spiritual rewards for 
those who are 'gentled' by God in the journey of faith.  As with each of 
these blessings, I had to search out what I thought it meant and how it 
applied to me and where I was in life... and also what Jesus was saying 
about our society as a whole. 
 

For one person present,  responding to the second Beatitude 'Blessed are 
they that mourn'  was not easy. She had recently suffered a close 
bereavement, and though there is the promise of consolation and comfort 
for those who mourn, she was still finding her way through that. 
 

The promise that those who 'hunger and thirst after righteousness' would 
be satisfied was one that could be applied to our world as it is today, 
especially when combined with the later one 'Blessed are the 
peacemakers'.  Our thinking and reflections were put together into a time 
of devotions, as people chose hymns or further short Bible passages 
which seemed specially meaningful.  Bill Crisp, the secretary of 
Brentwood URC, chose the later passage from Matthew 5 about the old 
laws about an eye for an eye.  Jesus offers a different way -  to offer the 
other cheek to someone who slaps you... Bill then went on to relate his 
own experiences as a child in the East End at war time.   
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By a strange irony, many years later his company was taken over by a 
German company.  It took some time before Bill and his new colleagues 
could speak of their wartime experiences on different  
sides, but out of those discussions grew some friendships which are still 
alive today.  
 

The fifth Beatitude 'Blessed are the merciful' left some of us puzzled. 
That may be because our lives have been privileged and we have not 
experienced great wrongs done against us.  I spent only a little time on 
the final 'Beatitude' of the six on the sheets -  'Blessed are the pure in 
heart' – but  gave myself up to the beauty of the day as I wandered round 
the garden, rubbing my fingers over the lavender bushes, and reviewing 
the many different musings from the morning.  At the end of the 
afternoon, it was a verse from a hymn on the sheet for the sixth 
Beatitude, which summed up the day's journey: 
 

“You alone are my strength, my shield, 
to You alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart's desire 

and I long to worship You.   
  
 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Some PERSONAL items have  been removed from this section. 
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CONGRATULATIONS AND 
GOOD WISHES 
We send our love and good 
wishes to Mair Powell, who 
became a   member of our 
church on 20th September 1959.  
Both Mair and her late husband 
Phil have played a special part 
in the service of the church 
during those years, and we are 
grateful for all that they have 
done. Dennis Jordan presented 
her with flowers at the service. 
 

 
 

 
THANK YOU 
We are all very grateful to the anonymous donor who donated the cost of 
the recent refurbishment of the Mayflower Hall kitchen. Thank you very 
much indeed . 
 

During the kitchen refurbishment, a number of us were fortunate to share 
coffee at the home of Muriel and Charles Lodemore.   I am sure I speak 
on behalf of everyone who was able to meet on the  Tuesday mornings 
in question,  when I say how much this was appreciated and to thank 
them very sincerely for their very generous hospitality. 
                                                                                   Angela Christian  
 
 
 
 

PASTORAL QUIET DAY  
We are grateful to the Rev. Sheila Maxey for leading the Pastoral Quiet 
Day on 5th September in such a thoughtful way.  Margaret Derbyshire 
has written about this day  elsewhere in this issue. 
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CHURCHES TOGETHER AND CALVIN 
On Sunday evening, 20th September, Billericay URC played host when  
local churches continued their  monthly ecumenical pilgrimage, 
worshipping in one another's churches and sharing in different traditions.  
We were pleased to share with friends in a service, where Dr. John 
Bradbury of Westminster College, Cambridge spoke on the occasion of 
the 500th anniversary of the birth of John Calvin – someone much 
misrepresented by those who appear to support and by those who oppose 
Calvin. Calvin believed very firmly in Christian unity and would have 
been happy to see Christians joined together in this service. We hope to 
say a little more next month. Meanwhile please note that the pilgrimage 
goes on, visiting the Most Holy Redeemer Church on 18 October, and St 
John's Church, Outwood Common on November 15.   
 
 
COLLECTING STAMPS 
Marjorie Willis is still happy to receive stamps.  They are donated either 
to Oxfam or passed to Betty Davis for the Home Farm Trust. Even the 
most ordinary stamps are useful, provided they are not damaged, as they 
can be sold in bulk.  Please cut carefully round each stamp with a 
quarter-inch margin.  
 
STREET CHILD WORLD CUP 
Some of the world's most deprived children (those who live on the 
streets) will be taking part in the Street Child World Cup Match in 
Durban South Africa in March 2010.  The final match will be televised. 
See www.streetchildworldcup.org for more details. 
 
 
 

Public Issues Calendar 
 

4th October        DisabilitySunday   
www.throughtheroof.org/sunday/disabilitysunday.html 
18 October        Healthcare Sunday www.healthcaresunday.org.uk 
18 October        Micah Sunday        www.micahchallenge.org.uk 
18-25 October   One World Week   www.oneworldweek.org  
 



 21

 
��-$6�*��%*7�)7��

'Speech is silver, silence is golden' is an old proverb, which is thought to 
have come from the Middle East.  In the letter of James, he urges 
Christians to guard their tongues, since words can do untold damage.  
This is something we have probably all experienced at some time.  In 
our conversations with God, we also need to know when to be silent, 
rather than rushing in to speech.  Often we need to find that quiet space 
which helps us to draw apart from the pressures of daily life, so that we 
can listen to what God is saying to us.  'God speaks in the silence of the 
heart.  Listening is the beginning of prayer.'  (Mother Theresa) 
Lord, we pray that you will open up channels of silence in our lives so 
that we can hear you speaking to us.  Enrich us with your presence and 
your stillness and lead us in your pathways. Amen��
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The English language has a rich diversity.  All three words (starved, 
hungry, famished) come from different language roots. If you live in the 
north of England and someone says “I'm starved,” they may well mean 
that they are freezing cold (the Saxon word  'to die', with cold or hunger, 
still lingers on!).  Famished is from a Latin word for hunger.  Hungry 
itself is a Norse word, which has come to mean much more than being 
deprived of food.   
 
 
 

Some of that widening of meaning is reflected in the words of the Bible. 
Isaiah's vision of the fulfilment of the Lord's promises is of a land where 
prisoners will go free, where arid places will become fertile and where 
the people 'will neither hunger nor thirst'.  (Isaiah 49.10).  Jesus goes 
further and  speaks about a hungry longing, which is much more than 
satisfying the physical needs of the body.  “Blessed are those who who 
hunger and thirst to see right prevail; they shall be satisfied.” (Matthew 
5.6.) 
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One World Week (OWW) has been marked for a number of years in the 
last week in October, close to 24 October, United Nations Day.  This 
year, One World Week's theme is “hungry for one world”.  It makes a 
strength out of the shrinking of the 'global village', aiming to bring 
people together from diverse cultures or faiths to explore how together 
we can contribute to alleviating the hunger we see in the world.  OWW 
has produced a leaflet about its work and aims.  It begins by asking: 
'Hungry for what?'  Some possible answers are:   food, shelter, laughter, 
joy, contentment, justice, acceptance, respect, well-being, peace, 
security, hope for the future.  Then come more questions.  What do I 
hunger for? What do others hunger for? What does the world hunger 
for?  
 
 
In February this year, Archbishop Desmond Tutu paid tribute to those 
who care with passion about the One World project.  “You have to keep 
reminding all of us that we are family!” he said. The aim of OWW is 
working together to tackle needs in local communities and the global 
community.  'Working together in caring for the earth and its resources... 
taking action for justice, equality, peace and fulness of life for all... 
building relationships of mutual respect that cross boundaries.'  It is only 
by working together that these ambitious aims can begin to be realised.  
 

One World Week will be celebrated by special events in a number of 
communities in this country. It is funded by DFID [the Department for 
International Development, which was set up in 1997 with fighting 
world poverty as its top priority], CAFOD,  Christian Aid, the United 
Reformed Church, churches dioceses and many individual donors.  It is 
supported by Islamic Relief, Islam Awareness Week, Muslim Aid, 
Traidcraft and other NGO's.   
 

This is a modern day working out of the Biblical messages of both Isaiah 
and of the Gospel of Jesus, bringing diverse cultures and communities 
together to satisfy the hunger of everyone to see a fairer, more peaceful 
world community where all have equal shares – and along with that to 
bring their own diversity to the feast so that no one need go hungry. The 
global communication network, the web, gives more details! 
(www.oneworldweek.org) (559 words) 
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CHURCH FLOWERS 
 
 October 4 Jos Knightly 
  11 Ann Mynott 
  18 Ann Elliott 
  25 Shirley Moult 
 November 1 Joyce Elliott 
 
 
 
 
Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall 

at 8.00pm, as follows:- 
 October   1 Harvest        
                    8         Slimming World with Laura Lee 
  15          Musical Movement with Shirley Moult 
                      22          Half Term    
                      29          Tony Curtis on the Holy Land Explored 
           

Coffee Morning – 20 October 
 
 

Sun Corner 
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