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Plenty to smile about on our Debden Weekend

Children entertain with their
puppets..

...Biggest jacket potatoes
in Essex...?

...a pause on the forest
walk....

...... the fiercely contested
table tennis competition




Let’s not fool ourselves. The Christian Church in
the UK faces a big challenge, but how big is that
challenge and how optimistic do we feel about it?
| ask this because | have just been watching the
television programme, Master Chef: the
Professionals For those who don’t know, this
programme features professional chefs who aspiced& at the highest
level. They compete against each other to impreegudges who have
exacting standards. On some occasions they coakder, on others
they produce dishes from their own repertoiaster Chefis of course
only one of a whole host of cookery-related progras that have filled
up the schedules in recent years: everything fReady, Steady Cod&
Great British Menuand several shows in between. What is striking
though is that as the nation’s appetite for cookgrggrammes has
increased in recent years the same nation’s indnabitook less and less
for themselves, and when they do an increasinggotiop of the meals
cooked consist of processed food rather than digineduced from
scratch with raw ingredients.

| think of this situation every time | feel overiopistic about the

spiritual health of the nation. In the face of tGéurch’'s numerical

decline and diminishing social influence some pe@gue that interest
in religious matters has not really declined a#ittimuch, it has simply
migrated to less traditional areas of spiritualiuch commentators
point to the growing interest in eastern religiarsl a whole host of
spiritual practices, often labelled as “New Age’odhy’s spiritual

seeker, so the argument goes, does not feel tieth do one tradition

and is open to explore many different religiouscpcas, sometimes
even several at the same time. This large grouthefpopulation are
spiritually open to the Christian faith if only vean find the argument or
attraction that will make them choose our particddeand of religion.

Even as | listen to this argument | think of theokery programmes.
Interest in cookery programmes does not transtate igetting into the
kitchen and cooking. Interest in



religions need not translate into commitment toi€llan faith which
combines both explicit belief and distinctive lif@s.

So far, so pessimistic, but it does not have bbalnews. The Christian
faith does retain some hold on the popular religimoagination. We are
getting close to Christmas, the time when thatgrice seems strongest.
Can we help people translate a sentimental attachntee childhood
memories or the Dickensian image of a Victoriani§€thras into a sense
of deep joy that in Jesus’ birth and life God hespged into the world
we inhabit? At a local level our congregations ireeameasure of good
will among their many contacts — worshippers, fiignfamily, users of
church hall and patrticipants in church social prtgeAt a recent Elders
Meeting at Billericay URC a quick totting up of g#e currently in
contact with that congregation produced a figureivé hundred and
fifty contacts! During the last year we have useatenal from the URC
Vision4life Bible Year and soon we move into the Prayer Yeéh the
Evangelism Year coming along immediately behindthBes the our
relationships with the people our congregationsaaly know could form
part of our exploration of prayer in 2010 and timaturn can inform our
thinking about evangelism in 2011. Let's hope we ttan ourinterest
in prayer and evangelism into more actual prayind aharing good
news in the coming days. Trevor
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SUNDAY 1 11.00am All-age Sacrament of Holy
Communion, led by Revd Colin Hunt

Wednesday 4  7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the KeghlMartin
Room

Saturday 7 9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the keathn
Martin Room, until 9.45am

SUNDAY 8 9.45am Remembrance Sunday Worship ldgy
Revd Trevor Jamison
(to 10.30am)



SUNDAY

Wednesday

Thursday
Thursday

Saturday
SUNDAY

Sunday

Sunday

SUNDAY

Sunday
Sunday

Monday

Thursday

8 10.45am Service at War Memorial
(relayed to St Mary Magdalen for
those unable to stand for the service)

11  7.30pm Joint Elders meeting at #w@yd
(for 8.00pm)

12 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court

12 2.30pm Fellowship Group meets in the
Mayflower Hall
lan Spencer: The Gardens at Hyland
House

14 10.00am BAZAAR with a Dickensian Theme
the Mayflower Hall (until 1.00pm)

15 11.00am Sacrament of Holy Communion,
led by Revd John Hickmore

15 5.00pm Afternoon worship at Brentwoddd)
to which our church is invited.
Matthew 25: 14-30 The Talents

15 6.30pm CTB-sponsored Worship at St'9phn
Outwood Common, to which we are all
invited

22 11.00am Morning Worship at the church ledby
Mr Geoffrey Duncan
22 11.45am Coffee and lunch in the Church

22 12.30pm Geoffrey Duncan: talk on arcafjtiral
project in Bangalore, India (until
1.30pm)

23 7.45pm Finance Committee meets in the
Kathleen Martin Room

26 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court



Friday 27 TBA Ploughman’s lunch organised by the
Mayflower Ladies in the Mayflower Hall
for Pelican Cancer Charity

SUNDAY 29 11.00am All-age Sacrament of Holy
Communion led by the Revd Trevor
Jamison

Sunday 29 5.00pm  Advent worship at Buttsbury Church
joining with Brentwood and Ingatestone
URCs — all welcome
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Billericay is back! After only a couple of years without anyone on a
Synod committee, Billericay URC now has Trevor Jamias Director
of Ministerial Training and Andrew Mackenzie as @mber of the
Resources Committee.

As Trevor explained to the Elders, his title isitdd misleading as it
implies lots of work setting the details of collegeurses, etc. It is
actually more an oversight role, regarding Synoderinews for

ministerial candidates and pastoral care towardsisterial students
from Eastern Synod (currently three). Andrew’s nsléo offer wisdom

on matters property and financial (and no, he wbale influence for
any grant requests from us — interested partiesasked to leave the
room for the vote!)

Its a small world! Within the United Reformed Church, people are
always coming across each other in unusual pl&eis Thorogood and

| have been doing that over the last 18 monthsl Wa$ our speaker at
our Church Weekend, when he led our reflectionsisnal images in
worship. Shortly before that, we had come acrosh e¢her at Elizabeth
Caswell's induction at Kenilworth. And at Kate Hatiks Ordination
and Induction at Muswell Hill, he popped up again!

This time, Neil was preaching the sermon. As alwdys had some
practical and important things to say. He preadhedhe first epistle of
Peter. The passage read at the service (chapier&ito 11) talks about
how we conduct ourselves as good stewards withirclourch.
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But Neil drew our attention to the earlier versesl @revious chapter,
which deal with how we are to conduct ourselvesuneveryday lives —
lives outside church. It's a message that we caroften give lip-service
to. Our church life can (and should) provide felbwp and sustenance.
But we surely must be careful not to let our churalendar get so over-
crowded that we have too little of the life outside which our faith
prepares us?Rev Kate Hackett's new address &! Creighton Avenue,
Muswell Hill, London N10 1NU.)

News from EldersA major item on our agenda in October was to think
about possible new ways of helping our young peopleheir faith
journey. Tessa Houlton and Eric Brown were ablejdim us. We
reminded ourselves as to who the young peoplenaaaii church (this
includes young people &admintonand the very young &irst Step}.
Some radical suggestions were put forward for cmwation. The
discussion will continue at our next Elders’ megtion 4" November,
when parents will again be invited. But it is apgdrthat we will need
the enthusiasm and prayerful support of the wholegregation for the
way forward.

If you have any thoughts about how we might belielp our young
people in their faith journey, please feel freestmre them with your
Elder or me, before™¥November if possible.
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The 2£' October Church Meeting welcomed the invitatiofjoio with
the British Legion, other churches and the comnyuait the War
Memorial for the annual Remembrance Sunday serVice.following
arrangements apply:

Service at our church: 9.45am to 10.30am

Service at the War Memorial: 10.45am to 11.25am
Note that the War Memorial service is to be relaye8t Mary
Magdalen, where those who are unable to standhéosérvice or deal
with the weather conditions can sit in warmth aaohfort.




Our Christmas Postbox goes into retirement. We decided in Church
Meeting that this year we won't put out our postbmxChristmas cards
which we send to each other, but will simply invéeerybody to avail
themselves of the special board in the vestibulevleich you are invited
to pin a single card addressed to everybody. lulshonake a great
show!
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Posters for you to take are on the vestibule tdPliease help publicise
our Bazaar, and come on the day!

The hall will be available for keyholders to set stplls on Friday. For
off loading items the kitchen door as well as tremdoor can be used.
On Saturday while the kitchen is being uspl@ase only use the main
door. On Friday evening the hall will be open from 7e® étallholders
without a key to set up.

On Saturday morning the Hall will open from 8.3Adahe Bazaar starts
at 10. If you can, will you please be on hand tip letear up when the
Bazaar finishes at 1pm. Another user comes ind#. 1.

Margaret Dunn can answer all your questions. Teedf stallholders

was in the October magazine.

Let's hope we have as much fun this year as wegerhprevious years!

5 6 7 't 8 #

To this service we bring gifts which are taken he tguests of the
Southend Night Shelterand residents d¥lountnessing Court.

For Mountnessing Court generally toiletries, bisswr chocolates are
most acceptable. Margaret Dunn will be gettingsh &f the current

residents,with suggestions of what would be a blatgift for them, and

she'll be putting the list on the vestibule talde those who would like
to sign up. Our Christmas Carols and Readings &=t Mountnessing
Court will be at 6.45pm on Tuesday 15 December.dvadsout this in

our next issue.

The Southend Shelter needs food which they cancuseake meals for
the guests. A handy way to do this is to put somgtlextra in your
basket each time you go shopping between now amdsift Service.
Tinned meat or veg, pasta, cereals, rice puddingedl custard, soft
drinks etc are especially welcome. Gifts of toikdr new socks, gloves
and scarves, towels, sweets etc are also welcomserna gifts. Some of
you kindly make a gift of money, and Robin can pdeva Gift Aid form
to go with this.
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Once again Advent’s beginning is
marked by the URC congregations
at Billericay and Brentwood and
Ingatestone, gathering together [
worship at Buttsbury Church. The
congregation gathers in this histor|c
building, which dates back to the
14" century, worshipping by
candlelight, in scripture, song and
prayer.

The service, led by our Minister, the Reverend ®revyamison,
commences at 5.00 p.m. on"28lovember and lasts for under one
hour. Wrap up well and bring a torch if you thinbuywill need one
for this service where we turn our hearts and miodfe theme: the
coming of God into the world.

I've received a gift catalogue and alternative gifiggestions from
Health Help International, and many of you havepadlpreviously with
a donation, for instance, to a goat, a pair of stlsboes or support for
medical work. If you'd like information | can leby have a copy of the
list. | also have a catalogue froktercy Ships. A speaker from them
came to us a while ago. If you'd like to send the@hristmas gift, or
would like more information, please see me.

Margaret Dunn

P 6 '- $%
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We are fortunate to be able to welcome Geoffreydanrfrom the URC
Thames North Synod, who will conduct our service] then speak to us
from his first hand experience of an agricultunaject in Bangalore.
The service will be shortened, to end at 11.45) tfhlease eat the lunch
you have brought in church (tea and coffee providéithe meeting will
begin in church at 12.30 and will end by 1.30. We assured of a
thoughtful and stimulating service and meetingeaBé do be there, if
you can! Robin Derbyshire
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Ann and Robert were bot
brought up in Renfrew, just sout
of the River Clyde to the West o
Glasgow, and both attended the
same church, the Renfrew Free
Church. The brochure celebrating
the 150" anniversary of its
founding in 1843, which Rober
and Ann kindly lent me when
called on them, spells out how the
church was born of the protest
against any authority exercised
over it by a monarch, or by a
autocratic laird. Its members, and others of likedrasserted their right
to elect their own ministers, and determine the&m affairs. Though in
1929 it rejoined the Kirk, having made its poirtie tchurch proudly
keeps its name 'The Renfrew Free Church'.

Renfrew in the thirties was a prosperous townngvoff the dominant
industries of shipbuilding, and boiler making. Theembers of the
church were skilled craftsmen who worked in thepghids. Robert's
father was a shipwright, who erected the frame gifip's hull, and later
laid the deck and caulked it. Other trades werkedah at intermediate
stages — platers and riveters, and carpentergatecthe divisions inside
the hull. Ann's father was a joiner. The church rbers, she says,
divided socially into ‘working men’, and the praiesals such as
bankers. The latter filled most of the position€Etders, in fact her own
father's working class background on the Eldershgs exceptional.
Communion was held four times a year, when therEldeuld stand at
the door to greet the congregation, resplendemnailooats and striped
trousers. She also felt that members were favoaved outsiders with
contracts for work on the building, even over the#gs could bid a
lower price for the work.
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There were other churches in the town, and WilliBarclay, who
afterwards became an academic, and was famousdorehy popular
bible commentaries, and other theological works,s vea powerful
preacher in one of them. Ann with a girl friend Wbgo to hear him,
and, she said, 'he got through to us, and we'etierlihe next week'.

It was natural that Robert should seek work in Ishiloling, and he took
a five-year apprenticeship as a marine engineeis irvolved daily

work experience, and three nights a week, travgllly tram to the
College at Paisley to study mathematics and teehmitawing. In the

early stages of the war skilled workers became csecarand the
apprentices became angry that less skilled men twereght into the

industry and were paid more. Some apprentices wdimmunist

leanings agitated for higher pay and, admitted Robé became

embroiled’. He was among those who moved from singpyo shipyard

holding impromptu meetings, and calling for a grikVhile this was
taking place however, the Germans carried out heawbing raids on
North Clydeside where the John Brown shipyard \aas, many people
who lived nearby were killed or injured. Nothing raavas heard of any
strike after that. Renfrew was spared the worsthef bombing, but
many nights were spent in Anderson shelters.

It was about this time that conscription was introed, though shipyard
workers were in a reserved occupation. Robert,ghouassed Al fit,
was not called up: but he suspects that some détasv agitators were.
Instead, during the fourth year of his apprentigesie took a step up to
the engineering drawing office, wore a suit and &ed did not start
work until nine. Clearly he was highly regarded, ias1943 he was
called to an interview with the Chief Superintertdeh Clanline, and
was offered the position of junior engineer on acahant vessel. This
gave him the opportunity of going to sea, whictdlavays wanted. His
father had been unhappy about this, but very shdhjhad died after
falling from some inferior scaffolding and catchibgtanus from the
pasture on which he landed, giving him gangrer@snnjured leg.

The Merchant Navy was a dangerous occupation ir3.1Bébert's first
voyage took him from Liverpool to Buenos Aires talect frozen meat,
but then he embarked on a round the world journey Gapetown,
Calcutta, Sydney, and then through the Panama QGanbllew York.
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They were protected in convoy for part of the jayrbut at other times
were on their own. A Japanese submarine torpednddsank a sister
ship, just ahead of his, but his ship was fortunaieu took your chance'
he said. An especially dangerous stage was thenré&buBritain, from

where he was sent to Tilbury, on a special oparatibich turned out to
be supplying the Mulberry Harbour at D Day. On ttétirn the ship had
to run the gauntlet of German bombardment of chiasinpping.

Though Ann and Robert had been brought up in theesehurch, they
didn't know each other well, until they were intnoed by a mutual
friend. By this time the war was over, and Robevtsk was continuing
to take him overseas. It was difficult to arrangevedding, as his ship
could be sent to several destinations in successutthout returning

home, but finally he was paid off at Falmouth, eablAnn, and the
wedding arrangements were completed in six wekkakes a lot longer
nowadays', commented Ann. Robert was now a Chigfrieer, and his
status meant that on a trip to Venezuela his wiiglcc come with him

(the only woman on board). It was not a very happyage, as the
engines, for which he was responsible, were in @ gtate, and when
they got back to Rotterdam he determined thatwloigld be the end of
his seagoing career.

Robert joined Lloyds Register at their Greenockceffin 1957 and a

year later, he was transferred to Genoa, Italy,thed to Turin, to work

with Fiat Marine, testing their marine engineswis here that their
older son first went to school, and their youngan was born in 1960.

The posting lasted six years. Ewan's school, said, Alid not make

allowance for his lack of Italian: his maths wasefi but he was given
curious ltalian homework assignments, such aseév@isentences about
your mother'. And when the lesson was about thairoR Saint, he

could only think of The Saint as in the then veopplar books by Leslie

Charteris.

The family returned to Britain, that is to say tagand, in 1964, and
looking for somewhere in reach of London, soonleetin Billericay, in
the house where they still live. Quite naturallp view of their
independent church tradition, the Elliotts grawthtto the, then
Congregational, Church although with no car, andSnoday buses, at
first regular attendance with two young boys walseasy.
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Would they return to Scotland? 'Home', says Robenyhere | hang my
hat'. Renfrew is sadly no longer the prosperoustdwonce was, and
Essex, be it said, is just a wee bit dryer and murthan the West of
Scotland. So Robert, on leaving his work, joined group of skilled
retirees who care so devotedly for the fabric of ourch and hall:
craftsmen found from inside the church, but unlirese who cared for
the Renfrew church, they do not draw pay for teemvice.

So, thank you, Ann and Robert, for your faithful mieership of our
church over so many years, and for sharing witjats memories of a
community which has radically changed, a lifetinfemork and travel,
and your family life together. How glad we wereastly to see you

both back in church after your absence! Robin Derbyshire
65 - -5
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Report of figures up to end of September 2009:

Offertories (Freewill envelopes plus loose offeehg£16,117

( °/1,0f the budgeted figure for 200944 6,344

which means we are lagging slightly behind at gast)

Balance in Communion Fund£243.99

The Elders thank you for your continued supporttteg Church
through your offerings.
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We know that stories get distorted in the tellir@uided by Trevor, we
tried to recall the story of the Woman who anoinledus, but we found
that its details were blurred because our memaedscted only certain
details. Was this because there was more than enséow, and if so did
they sometimes contradict each other? We put devery detail we

could remember, before we consulted our bibles.

Whose house did the event take placgdSmfion the leper? Mary and
Martha?] Who was the woman, wasn't she described as arSijae

woman of the town? A prostitute even? Mary Maguz®¢ Jesus was

anointed[but was it on his head or his feet?{Vasn't she criticised, and
if so, by whomthe disciples, Pharisees, Judas Iscariot?idn't Jesus

tell a parable within the story? Didn't Jesus sagnething about the
poor? When during Jesus's ministry did this happsear the end?]

When we had a chance to look the story up, we
found that there were in fact not two, but four
versions, one in each gospel. They are:
Matthew 26: 6-13, Mark 14: 3-9, Luke 7: 36-
50, John 12: 1-8

Matthew and Markhave very similar accounts.

It happened at Bethany in the house of Simon
the Leper (who is not mentioned elsewhere —
was he now healed? Did he have Jesus to thank
for that?) We are not told who the woman was,
but she did bring a jar of costly oil of nard. And

she poured it on Jesus's head. It was the disciph® reacted angrily,
saying that the oil could have been sold and theaygiven to the poor.
Jesus rebuked them saying that the poor would allaythere (you can
help them whenever you like, adds Mark), but Matlsadarkly that the
woman, by anointing him, has prepared him for buAad Jesus says
that what the woman has done will forever remammeanorial to her.
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Luke'sversion is longer, and in several ways differdesus was a guest
of a Pharisee, called Simon. The woman was leagimgnmoral life in
the town (but did that have to mean prostituteWas oil of myrrh, and
she wet his feet with her tears, wiped them with hair, and then
anointed them with the myrrh. The Pharisee mighehiavited Jesus,
but, self-righteous that he was, that did not eesthim from pointing
out that if Jesus really was a prophet, he wouldwknvhat sort of a
woman this was. Then, Yes! here comes the parabtajt the two men
who each owed money, the one ten times more thenttter. When the
lender cancelled both debts, which one would lowve more? Simon
agreed it was the one who owed more, and Jesus darhis host's lack
of regard for him: he had not greeted him with askon arrival, or
washed his feet, while the woman had done both. péiats to the
woman's great love for him, and concludes thatraerorse earns her
forgiveness of her sins. The Pharisee, having lttnsciousness of sin,
and having shown little sign of love, remains ins hinforgiven
sinfulness.

John is different again. The event is

more private: it happens at Bethany, but

at the home of Lazarus. Martha serves

the meal, and Mary her sister anoints

Jesus's feet with pure nard. Judas

Iscariot, the accountant, and traitor,

protests that the perfume should have

been sold (it would have raised 300

denarii, he calculates), and the money

given to the poor. John then adds that

Judas was a thief, who stole from the common pyrsgocrisy added
to treachery), while Jesus again says that thteoeethadowed his burial,
and that it has pride of place over the distributad alms to the poor,
which we have other opportunities to do.

What do these differences show? That memories fid, separate
incidents are conflated, or that the image of d#ife aspects of Jesus,
his life and his teaching, supercede factual acy@r&/hen details fade,
we remember the gestures, the acts and the characesy rarely the
whole. The durability of a story, even its essérttiath, derives from
what sticks in our minds.
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Recalling this story, we honour Jesus (the anayntihhis head, as of a
king), his preaching both about love and the fe@gess of sins, the
impulse of his followers to respond to him in atbosvay, contrasted
with the calculating and legalism of others, hisagrregard for the poor,
yet the overwhelming significance of his death whiook precedence
even over this. Our memories do not play us falsbe end.

Holy Communion as an act of Remembrance

So, if truth lies in what we remember, what aretthiegs that help us to
remember? Not just words, for sure: much more by
images and actions. The war memorial services bring
home the reality of death and sacrifice more than
even a memorial plaque. So, at Holy Communion, we
hear do this in remembrance of me'. Doing
something together helps us to remember. The act of
eating and drinking are (in our tradition) the
enactment of a later closer communion with God — an
attempt to enact a heaven on earth, though for the
present not in complete reality (Even denominations
which believe that during Mass the wine and bread
are changed to the body and the blood of Christ see
this as an anticipatory act.) Gestures in worshe a
not meaningless. We should not dismiss them as 'jus
play', they may represent real truths. Prayers @dso

be represented visually — we used cards duringtiowe of prayer to
represent our prayers, and gradually formed thémarcross.

We thank our Minister, Trevor, for leading us inr ¢kinking about our
memories of Bible stories and about our understagdof Holy
Communion.

The Messenger
Please let Dianne Lough have vyour copy for |the
December/January issue kyunday 15 November 2009
Articles are welcome. Please speak to Robin Déileysit any
time about any proposal you have.
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Yes, Calvin is a figure who evokes adoration anatHmg in equal

measure. But it is the bad judgment of his latdlofeers that has

distorted his teaching and made him into a divisigere.

He is blamed for the infamous doctrine of doubledestination, which
teaches that Christianity is 'about being good ghbwCalvin said No to
this: to think so, is to believe ‘we have more potian God'. God is the
only one who can make people good'. For the fusiia God's hands.
God has chosen us, so that nothing can cut usaff Him. He accepts
us by his grace alone, not by our merit. And nobbgworks.

An Ecumenical Group at the Service: Trevor, Réw\nJdradbury,
with Rev Judith Maizel-Long (Methodist minister),
and Rev Paul Carr (Anglican Team Leader)

Calvin was a pastor, who cared for people who wdrrvhether they
were good enough. The answer is in God's handsGad is a kind

god, whose gifts we are free to enjoy. The biblinath is there for our
assurance. The gospel is indeed 'Good News'. t@imity does not say:
‘come and join us so we can worry, and work eveddra Revival

comes when people reengage with God's messages tfahsformation
of the world, and a pastor, such as Calvin guide$idck.

We should see creation as God's glory. Scriptugepsir of spectacles:
through scripture we see God more clearly. Is @b@w just a reflection,
or does it speak to us of God?

18
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Paul was proud of his heritage as a 'Hebrew', atgjrwith pride to be
an Aramaic-speaking Jew — Jews who lived outsideHbly Land had
no need of Aramaic. He was thus of 'Palestiniagig a Galilean born
in Gischala [modern Jish] in the mountains of Up@alilee, a town
then famed for its olive oil. When Herod the Grdad in 4 BC, the
country exploded and the uprising was put down lestly. Paul's
parents were captured and sold as slaves with

their young son Paul (Saul), then aged 2. They

were transported to Tarsus (southern Turkey),

where they would have been bought by a

Roman citizen and been given Roman

citizenship when they were eventually freed.

Despite his turbulent early life, Paul was well

educated at home and synagogue and later at

the university of Tarsus. At the university, he

learned the sophisticated rules of rhetoric in

debating philosophical ideas; he also encountenedsecular ideas of
universal brotherhood. At the age of 19 or 20 (AR), Paul journeyed
to Jerusalem, the first of many travels duringddsit life; he was in the
company of a group of Jewish pilgrims who had a é@ynagogue in
Cilicia, the area where he grew up.
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Jerusalem, as Paul encountered the city, was #atian of Herod the
Great; traces of his great building works still xioday. Jews were
then under the much hated subjugation from Romeichwiwas
administered locally by Herod. To appease them tée,li Herod
undertook the rebuilding of the often repaired tengd Solomon. Paul
became a Pharisee, learning from the great tedgampraliel, who was
famous for his wise tolerance. Pharisees were renity group, who
wanted to bring in a new social and religious agerdkveloping and
changing the world for Jews. To become a Phariseeticulous
observance of the commandments and detailed kngelefithe written
and oral law were required. In his later writingsdaspeeches, Paul
shows he was well grounded in these.

Paul spent 20 years as a Pharisee in Jerusalemnmaagre income from
alms or charity given to scholars. As a Pharibeels almost certain to
have followed the Biblical injunction to 'Be fruitfand multiply' and so
would have married and had children. The authahefbook speculates
that these dependents must have perished in sage taccident...
Another intriguing question is whether Paul cowgrehave seen Jesus,
since the ministry and crucifixion of Jesus tookgal when Paul was
resident in Jerusalem.

What is clearly known is that Paul became awarthefgrowing Jesus
movement in Jerusalem, after the death of Jesusul'sPteacher
Gamaliel warned that these people should be lefteallActs 5). But
Paul saw that the coexistence of the Law and thesMk made them
deadly rivals in their appeal to ordinary people; et out to destroy
these followers of Jesus. When Paul became cortiti Jesus was
the Messiah, he was prepared to abandon the Laul was on his way
back to Tarsus, when he was “apprehended [seized}Hiist” at the

time of his conversion, and thus found himself iantascus. The
Romans had built this city on a straight grid pattdut the old main
street was crooked — hence perhaps its local jaklkey of 'Straight

Street'.

Paul was convinced from the beginning that his immsgas an advocate
for Jesus Christ would always be to the Gentiles.vient to Arabia
(modern day Jordan) on his first endeavour as bbuganissionary of
the Gospel of Christ — and this turned out to fiasco.
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He retreated to Damascus, convinced that the Nahstef Arabia
would pursue him for his outspoken and politicaksage. He stayed in
Damascus for 3 years, learning the skill of tentimgko give him an
income. This skill was easily learned and muchamdnd; its tools were
easy to carry about. Tentmaking brought him intmtact with all
sections of society, which was useful for a 'misary’. The downside
was that he was stigmatized as belonging to thaulahg classes.

Paul perhaps exaggerated the danger he was unBamascus from the
Nabateans, at the time the Roman Emperor Tiberadgid AD 37. But
he gives a dramatic account of escaping the clatcbé the
commissioner of King Aretas, when he was lowered basket through
a window in the city's wall in Damascus. (2 Coriatts 11.32-3). He
then set off for Jerusalem and his first meetint Wieter.

One aspect of this book which strikes the read#re@sarduousness of the
journeys Paul made and the length of time spenterany what were
then great distances. But that part of Paul's sigiiyhave to wait for a
later issue of the Messenger...

| +
b

$ %&$" #

( "& $()
S # + V#S

Some of the
residents from Abbeyfield came to the
Mayflower Hall for theMacmillan Coffee

Morning on Friday, 28 September A
steady stream of supporters dropped in and
helped raise £183 towards the national tatal
for the morning. Of course Dennis Jordan
did not miss this opportunity to publicise the

morning
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Sean Owen has told us that the Holy Redeemer Chukated four
speakers to their services on the weekend BfSéptember to mark the
campaign for 'Climate Justice' by Cafod and ClamstAid and others.
The poor who contribute less to global warming euufhost from the
effects of it. The aim of the campaign is to iefice/encourage Gordon
Brown to hold out for a sufficiently strong and ting climate change
deal at Copenhagen in December. People added tiasires and
addresses to cards supplied by Cafod; the caeds shaped like hands
and had a message for Gordon Brown. Hundreds werg oOff
following this weekend Climate change is one of ¢bacerns shared by
the churches of the town.

& + =)
The weekend of 25th-37 September was a time of sharing and
separation for the people of our church. Rev.rCBlint conducted the
communion service in Billericay, while some of ugres enjoying the
beautiful weather at Debden House in Epping. Itsveatime of
'Remembering’, the theme of the weekend. A nurabeisitors joined
us on Saturday, 3Bincluding our friends Beryl and Colin Hunt. An
extra highlight to the weekend was the 'puppet shoavtale of sadness
and separation but finally joy and a wedding — @enied by Lucy and
Charlotte, Lillie, Cara and Joshua. Thanks to yaung people for
sharing that with us.
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Through Commitment for Life', the United Reformedhucch works
with Christian Aid to support partners and theiojpcts in four areas:
including the Palestine Occupied Territories. GrOttober, Robin
Derbyshire launched this year's Commitment for L&ppeal, which
will go the help finance the the Ecumenical Accomipes in Palestine
and Israeli www.eappi.org. Under this scheme volunteers from many
countries arrive for a 3 month spell, where they as non-violent
witnesses, to stand by Palestinians as they copetlré harassment of
the Occupation. Your generous giving towards wosk for peace will
be appreciated. Please use the envelopes provigield complete the
gift aid form, if possible, by Remembrance Sunday.
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V# *$&"# &0 ) & Richard Jones diblelands will
speak in our church on Wednesday 10 March at 7™5HRsiends from
other CTB Churches will be invited. Richard, who tlee regional
representative of Biblelands, will speak on 'Thegetten Faithful." He
says: 'Emigration, occupation and poverty face Rlagestinian church
today. What is our response to the 'living stomesthey look to the
West?'

#9 9 -
8 November Remembrance Sunday
www.britishlegion.org.uk/content/Remembrance-Sunsid§933.shtml
15 November International Day of Prayer for Pensed
Christiansvww.csw.org.uk
15-21 November Prisons Weelkww.prisonsweek.org

6 6
God is a power in our world, expressed through wweds and
actions of those who seek his guidance and tryollov his path.
We pray for those who use that power in healingspeaking ou
when it is uncomfortable to do so, in seeking wafeace and
reconciliation and in working for the wellbeing alf peoples on ou
planet.

-

O Lord, we pray that we may ourselves feel your groso that we
may in humility be guided by you. We thank you fieoments of joy
and happiness. Where there is darkness, help asetgiour light
where there is sorrow, may you lead us onward tterstanding s
that our grief may not overwhelm us. May your mehe with us ang
with your struggling, striving worldAmen

=

Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall
at 8.00pm, as follows:-
November 5 Bangers and Mash Evening
12 All aboard to Santa’s Grotto with Ann Hardy
19& 26 to be arranged
December 3 Christmas Carols & Mince Pies with J&#ma
Coffee Morning 17" November
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Blaming a country's leaders and rulers for alllissis nothing new. The

prophet Micah lived 800 years before the birth @gus, when the great

power of Assyria threatened the northern kingdomisoéel and the

southern kingdom of Judah where he lived. Micahert book of 7

chapters starts with the strongest possible condeamof the evil and

wickedness stalking his land under leaders whe 'gabd and love evil'.

A strong and stern Old Testament message one thigit
But Micah also has a vision of a God who has thegquo
to put things right. A vision of God who can actas
judge between nations and point them forward tosway
of peace. This is a vision that still appeals taaday,
heralding a longed for time when nations will abamd
their weapons and live together in harmony. “Thdl
hammer their swords into mattocks, and their spie#os
pruning-knives. Nation will not take up sword agsi
nation; they will never again be trained for wgMicah
4.3). Micah puts into words what is needed from
mankind if society is to be transformed (or “chadige
in the word used by modern politicians). Micahédl ¢
has echoed down the centuries: “And what does the
Lord require of you? To act justly and to love nyeand
to walk humbly with your God.” An impossible,
idealistic wish-list, which ignores human nature”And
yet over the years, people of faith have resportided

Micah's call to try to bring that vision nearer.

It is not just faith groups which have a visionadbetter and fairer world.
Ten years ago, the UN set out its Millennium Depetent Goals before
the year 2015. One of these was to eradicate lgraat halve extreme
poverty and hunger among the most deprived peagleése world; it

was an urgent challenge as the new millennium he&amce then
Christians and other people in this country haueraup the call to
'‘Make poverty history' and our government has redpd by aiming to
give development issues greater significance ane rimeancial support.
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Micah Challenge UK is an organisation that takes Micah's call
seriously, working through individuals and groupshim churches and
worldwide. “We call on Christians everywhere ® dgents of hope for
and with the poor, and to work with others to holagr national and
global leaders accountable in securing a moregandtmerciful world.”
(www.micahchallenge.org.ugives more details of its work.) Faith and
action need to go hand in hand to make things hdppe we approach
a general election next year, we need to challgmggicians of all
parties to retain these wider Millennium goalsheit own plans for the
people of this country.

November 29 is the first Sunday of Advent - the time when Gtiains
prepare again to remember the 'coming’ (adventClofist into our
world. Christians believe that Micah's vision adsticipated the advent
of a saviour — of the ruler who would come from afiehe smallest of
Judah's clans, from Bethlehem in Ephrathah, tonrenger Israel; this
would be a ruler whose greatness would reach teetials of the earth
and bring peace (Micah 5 2-5). As we approach sBhas, may this
ancient vision inspire us to think and pray andsacthat voices from the
past may bring a wonderful vision closer to modiag reality.

& *'$+ &
November 1 Joyce Elliott
8 Kathleen Martin
15 Joyce Nevill
22 Hazel Wilkins
29 Jennifer Brown
December 6 Janet Phillips

I would like to offer my thanks to Joyce and helpkes, when they
arranged the flowers for Harvest. For those whehwo contribute
flowers in 2010, the new rota will be in the Vestibfrom Sunday 16
November. Janet
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