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Pictures of the Month

On Remembrance Sunday Margaret Dunn lays a wreath on behalf of
the Church, watched by Veteran Jack Gillard, John Baron MP , Scouts
and many others

Ken and Thelma Woods with Rev
Kate Hackett, at her ordination and
induction to the Pastorate of
Muswell Hill URC

Ebenezer Scrooge, aka
Kenton Church, lowers the
goodwill temperature at our
Bazaar, (though later he was
spotted giving out presents to
our children)




Trevor writes ....
Holy Joe, or finding new meanings
in a Nativity Play

| really enjoyedHoly Joe as a way into the
Christmas storyHoly Joewas the primary school
production for Christmas. Parents, family and
friends packed into the church that adjoined the
(non-church) school to watch the presentation.

Written by one the teachersloly Joewas a retelling of the Christian
Christmas story in words and song, but told frora gerspective of
Joseph. Perhaps the teacher had been reading Matti&ospel in
particular as the story there seems to see thing® rftom Joseph’s
point of view. Perhaps that would also explain vy wise men rather
than the shepherds got such a starring role treat @ike’s shepherds
and heavenly host of angels got rather pushedti@tdackground). Not
that this was a traditional re-telling of the tads, the magi’s theme song
suggests: “We're three wise guys on a star-tre&rprise”!

How far can you go and how much liberty are yoowihg in re-telling
the Christmas story? Productions that fail to nntlesus entirely have
probably missed the plot as far as most Christaesconcerned. After
that, however, all's fair in love and nativitiessInot as if what we call a
“traditional” nativity play is entirely biblical. N one thinks that all those
involved in the original events were children, tghuMary may not have
been many years beyond childhood if normal marriaggtoms were
being observed with regards to the average ageidédat this time.
Nor, as John Bell, the Scottish hymn writer haschnsvously suggested
is it compulsory for her to wear blue just becasise is expecting a boy
rather than a girl. Neither, do the two gospel evatwho tell us stories
about the birth and childhood of Jesus, suggesthieaMatthew’s magi
(wise men) ever even glimpsed Luke’s shepherdsgsmennd gathering
all together with Mary, Joseph and various aninzeitsund a baby in a
manger, though this will not prevent us setting suth a tableaux in
many churches.



Not only is it permissible for Christians to haarse fun with the plot
(angelic messengers as “men in black”, suitablyesiiieyes concealed
by fashionable shades for example) but it is alnmeghdatory. We all
know how reciting the Lord’s Prayer in church evBynday can lead to
the point where we are saying the words but hasendjaged our brains
(and possibly our hearts) from the content of treygr. Just reading the
very familiar Bible passages year upon year carnnbighave a similar
effect and a new twist or change of perspectivddcbe just what we
need to make us pay attention once again. If @&l ghrts in church
nativity plays were taken by adults this year mighg find ourselves
reminded that Christmas is not just for the chiidreut for everyone?
I’'m not suggesting we try this as | don’t think | could Henthe conflict
that might arise, though even that might remindhas this a story where
King Herod plays a major role and it is set in acgl (Bethlehem) where
conflict is a very present reality.

Oddly enough, | think it is Christians who are bglsiced to depart from
the basic biblical story. In fact, only those whaolv the original story
are capable of departing from it, much as you caly compose a
variation on a theme is you are acquainted withtkieme in the first
place. That is why that during Advent and the Ghrés season
churches will not be totally dependant on natiyikgys for remembering
and re-rehearsing the Christmas story. We will ltearprophetic words
from the Old Testament, the narratives of Matthewl &uke and the
theological commentary of the opening chapter dfnk Gospel that
“The true light which gives light to everyone wase then coming into
the world,” (John 1: 9) In addition to the message hear through the
words | hope that there is also a nativity playClaristmas movie or
theatrical production, &loly Joe, a personal or family memory or some
other trigger that makes us re-think and re-discdhe meaning of
Christmas for each of us today.
Trevor




CHURCH CALENDAR FOR December 2009

Wednesday 2 6.00pm Billericay Fun Night/Fankifyre

NOTE: Please contact Robin or add your name to thkst, if you
wish to join in the Carol Singing from 7.00pm to 800pm.

Saturday 5 9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the keatin
Martin Room, until 9.45am

SUNDAY 6 11.00am Gift Service led by Peter Briegly

Sunday 6 4.00pmChoir for All Season€hristmas concert
in our church

Wednesday 9 7.45pm Elders’ Meeting
Thursday 10 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court

Thursday 10 12.00 for Fellowship Group Christmachu
12.30pm in the Mayflower Hall

Thursday 10 7.00pm Carol Service at Abbeyfields

SUNDAY 13 11.00am Communion Service, led by Margate
& Robin Derbyshire and Kenton
Church

SUNDAY 13 4.00pm Carol Service Revd Trevor Jamiso
Tuesday 15 6.45pm Carol Service at MountnessmgtC
Saturday 19 7.00pm Youth Choir concert in ourrchu
SUNDAY 20 11.00am Nativity Service, led by ARK
Thursday 24  5.00pm Christingle Service

Thursday 24 11.15pm Midnight Communion led by Red
John Hickmore

Friday 25 10.30am Christmas Morning Worship, led ly
Miss Margaret Hatchard

Note: On Christmas morning, Margaret encourages uso
bring along at least one Christmas gift we have reived.

SUNDAY 27 11.00am Worship led by Revd Trevor Jamiso



CHURCH CALENDAR FOR January 2010

Saturday 2 9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the keathn
Martin Room, until 9.45am

Saturday 2 3.00pm ARK Christmas party

SUNDAY 3 11.00am Communion Service, led brevd
Colin Hunt

Wednesday 6 7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the KeghlMartin
Room

Thursday 7 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court

Saturday 9 5.00pm New Year's Party for althe
Mayflower Hall

SUNDAY 10 11.00am Special Service ‘Who is Jesuse@dl by
Kenton Church

Tuesday 12 8.00pm Churches Together AGM

Thursday 14 2.30pm Fellowship Group AGM in the
Mayflower Hall

Thursday 14  8.00pm Church Weekend Committee nieets
the Kathleen Martin Room

SUNDAY 17 11.00am All-age Communion, led biRevd
Trevor Jamison and Peter Brierley

SUNDAY 17 6.30pm CTB United Service in OUR church

Thursday 21 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court

SUNDAY 24 11.00am Worship led by Revd John Hickmore

SUNDAY 24 1.00pm Prayer event

Wednesday 27 7.45pmCaring for all session for Elders

SUNDAY 31 11.00am Worship by Schools Ministry team,

led by Jane Andrew



NOTES FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY — KEN WOODS

The ARK rules that are posted on the wall in the Kathleen Mdriom
drew themselves to my attention one evening beforaeeting there.
The rules read as follows:

1. Bekind 4. No interrupting
2. Have fun 5. Try your best
3. No dissing* 6. Say thanks

(* 1 am indebted to my good friend John Lovett &xplaining that
dissing means showing disrespect. | discovered thtd its origins are
from Black America.)

| was moved some days afterwards to compare thtismMith the rules
that the Elders have drawn up for the ideal condiicElders’ and
Church Meetings.

The first thing to note is that for every syllalhbe ARK, there have to be
several more for the Elders! Thusles becomeyeneral principlesAnd
whereas theules are made up of 13 words, theneral principledake
up around 300 words.

There are similar ideas in the two sets of guigslirHoweverhaving

fun and saying thankgdo not seem to feature in the Elders’ approach.
Not that our Elders’ and Church Meetings are dewabithanking people,
but it's interesting to reflect that it doesn’t gat mention in the
guidelines. It's a shame that fun doesn’t makaetitee. Some years ago,

a General Assembly committee urged more humourumn noeetings.
Accordingly, this dutifully became an item on thasttict Council
agenda. But there was too much other businessl#lyatso that was the
end of that!

Perhaps the most striking difference between ARK thie Elders is that
ARK rules go straight to the pointNo dissing’becomes in the general
principles as far as possible, phrase comments on a non-parsasis,
and be prepared to flag up where a comment has beeceped as
hurtful or not in line with the guidelines’

Perhaps there’s a lesson in here somewhere?



Our Vision for Growth has reached its first anniversary. We have seen
several new initiatives in the last twelve montBsich as the Bible-
related events under the Vision4Life umbrella, & neorship group,
small groups meeting in the Kathleen Martin Roomgeaperiment with
Taizé-style worship, opening our church to meeteadnfor a Youth
Choir. No doubt the challenge will be to build ¢rese experiences and
the rest of our church life, as we move into theidf4Life prayer year
followed by evangelism.

News from EldersYou will have seen in the weekly notices that your
prayers are requested for the work with young peoBhcouraged by
the Elders’ meeting in November, in consultationhwarents of ARK,
we are seeking someone from outside who is avait@blead work with
our young people on a regular Sunday morning b&ster Brierley has
agreed to provide support in helping to get thisuge

As | said last month, we will need the enthusiasm prayerful support
of the whole congregation for the way forward.

on 10 January Kenton Church will lead a SpeciaViSercalledWho is
Jesus? designed for those looking at Christianity fromtside the
Church. Further details later.

Communion Services with our ChildrgfAll-Age Communion') is
moving from the first to the third Sunday of themtta The first one will
be on 17 January, conducted by our Minister, whbhe meeting ARK
during the service, and by Peter Brierley.

The Schools Ministry Team,led by Jane Andrews will lead our
worship on 31 January, and will speak about thekwbthis important
Ministry.

The World Focus Group has been drawing our attentio India, its
religions, its people and its needs, in a serien@étings. They are now
planning to organised a meeting to tHadu Temple at Neasdenin
April, if there is sufficient interest. We shallvite our friends at
Brentwood and Ingatestone URCs to join us. Plemgetke list on the
vestibule table by 13 December if you would likgdm the coach party.
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REPORT ON WEEKLY OFFERINGS
to the end of October 2009

Offertories (Freewill envelopes plus loose offeghdg17,900
(Compared witht%y, of the budgeted figure for 2009 18,160 this
means we are still a little behind on the weekfgihigs)
Balance in Communion Fund£294.90
The Elders thank you for your continued suppothefChurch through
your offerings.

Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall
at 8.00pm, as follows:-
December 3 Christmas Carols & Mince Pies with J&Fima
10 Party Night
Coffee Morning — 18 December 2009 & 19January 2010

The Messenger
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the dratyrissug
by Sunday 17 January 2010 Articles are welcome. Please
speak to Robin Derbyshire at any time about anpgsal you
have.

\1%4
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We asked our friend
Ibrahim Jaber who lives in
Beit Sahour, Bethlehem , to
tell us how Christmas will
be celebrated there.

This month the world will celebrate the birth ofrduORD
JESUS CHRIST. This is the season of Joy, Good Newse
and Gifts. It is the season of celebrations in grapon for the
coming of the LORD. It is as well the time to reniemnour
brothers and sisters who suffer and try to elesatee of their
sufferings.

We Oriental Christians celebrate Christmas in aun avay as
all other peoples of the world do. But it is alstaet that we
put more emphasis on Easter rather than on Chmsstive
decorate our Christmas Tree and participate imthgses and
the processions of this occasion.

All our celebrations and festivities are restrict@ader the
Inhuman lllegal Israeli Military Ongoing Occupatimince
1967. The Apartheid Ugly Wall ; two times as higis the
Berlin Wall ; cuts Jerusalem off Bethlehem for firet time
in History under thisonly Democratic State in the Middle
East!! Jerusalem is only eight kms away from Bethlehem; a
distance we used to cross on foot or on a bike.ayade
Palestinians ( Christians and Muslims ) need aiappermit
issued by the Israeli Military and then crossirg rmany
barbed wires, revolving doors, metal detectors and
humiliating procedures by 18 years old soldiergusi visit
Jerusalem.
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In spite of all that we have a huge processionhen24” of
December in which the Patriarch comes from Jerosai¢o
Bethlehem. Once his convoy around midday crosseg\all;
Palestinian Officials, Dignitaries, Boys and Girfcouts
accompany him to thBlativity Squarewhere he with all his
accompaniers enters the Church of the Nativity evieligious
singing and prayers are taking place. Local andriational
Choirs as well as theatre groups perform on a apstage in
the square till late in the night Masses begirhi@ church
after his entry and the climax of these will be whihe
Midnight Christmas Mas$egins. This is broadcast all over
the world.

On Christmas day more masses are conducted in ahamng
in different churches then people visit each other
congratulating family members and friends for tleeasion.
Family members

invite each other

for a Christmas

Lunch and some

give gifts or

money. In the

late  afternoon

another

procession takes place in Beit Sahour “The Shephé€&idlds
“with participation of locals, Israelis and Intetiwaals.
Candles are lit and banners demanding an end td.dke
Occupation in the World.




' $
Our family in Goole, consisted of me,
my older sister, and my younger brother,
living in a two bedroom terraced house.
Our father was a woodturner, a dying
profession even then, and so later he
worked as a painter and decorator. But he wasllagkiraftsman, and as
Christmas was approaching he locked the door ofitffernished front
room, which we normally used it as a play roomws&couldn't enter.
Behind the locked door, at his workbench (which sbady in our
family still has) our father set to work to makeausurprise, for example
a toy engine, for Christmas.

We kept the same Christmas decorations from yege#n. The chief

one we called 'the misletoe' and it consisted @f wooden hoops fixed
at right angles to each other to form the frameaf@ort of globe, and
covered with crepe paper. To this we hung the celbilaubles, which

had to be packed away carefully afterwards. Andnaele streamers, out
of more strips of twisted crepe paper.

Our family had little money, but we got a penny lpggicmoney each
week which we would usually spend on sweets — yadcget quite a
lot for a penny in those days. Our Auntie Peggy hadchildren. Her
husband, Uncle Willie worked in a shipping offi@d had money to
spare, and we were the centre of their life: theylh give us 3d each
which made us feel very rich.

I'm telling you this because of course it had aribgaon the sort of
Christmas we could afford. My father had an allatipesome way
distant from the house, and on this he grew alvgetables our family
needed — beans, cabbage, sprouts, celery and thase even a
blackberry bush. In the summer he would spend tihiree evenings a
week there, and all day Saturday. So we were gnsadf-sufficient for
vegetables: the money we saved was put by for meesls for the
allotment, and also to buy a chicken for Christmas.

13



This was the height of luxury: of course we nevad hurkey, and nor
did we have a goose, though they were imported ftloen continent

direct into the port of Goole.

Of course mothers didn't go out to work then —d'tcthink of a single

one who did. They were occupied with the housewank] as Christmas
approached this meant making the mincemeat, angutidings, which

we were allowed to stir. If you didn't grow your wegetables, you
went to the open air market, of course, which atisdhas was a
bustling place, lit by pressure gas lamps. The &@lm Army played in

the middle of the road (you couldn't do that inagd traffic!) There was
a stall which sold ice cream in Summer and hottches in Winter.

Our Sunday School was 400 strong, and | becanfgdtseral Secretary
when | was in my early twenties, with overall ctef all the separate
departments. We had Christmas parties with footh siscwe didn't get
at home, and then we played Musical Chairs and gidu@es.

The church was not specially decorated for Christrbat the choir sang
Christmas music, for instance extracts from the dvids of course. We
had a strong choir, led by a first class musicaml(RAM and ARCO).
He would audition children who showed singing apiliand if they
passed, into the junior choir they went. He belohge a business
family, and ran a poulterers and greengrocers (whwvived until only
a few years ago). On the two evenings before Ghastwe would go
out carol singing, visiting all the church familieend sometimes others,
who invited us). | remember calling at the splenidise of wealthy Dr
Cretney. When he threw open the door we glimpsesl dfining
Victorian hall, with the Christmas tree which readhup to the ceiling.
He would have a glass of whisky in his hand: nobeldg we knew ever
touched a drop of alcohol, or visited the pub, tégaly not my father,
though I learned later that he enjoyed a glasseef,lbut that when we
were small he simply couldn't afford it). The Chmas Eve carol
singing would end at midnight at the house of '‘@yaCook, an elderly
church member, dressed in a long Victorian dreddase up boots, who
gave us mince pies. We normally only collected @&rurch Funds.
There were no charities like Christian Aid, but asionally we would
collect for the local cottage hospital — of coutisere was no NHS for
those who could not pay for treatment themselvegpeBnarkets,
Christmas shopping expeditions — all things yetdme!

14
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The 'Christmas story' we are so familiar with comelsi elements from
the Bible narratives of both Matthew and Luke — timgs' with their
names do not appear in either! In their b&dée First Christmas : what
the Gospels really teach about the birth of JesM&rcus J. Borg and
John Dominic Crossan set out to tell these st@gssn — showing how
radical and subversive they were at the time andbeaoday.

Matthew's gospel story and Luke's gospel storysateut in the book in
two separate pageants, or dramas — and they aeedjifierent from one
another. Both are true, though not in a modermalitsense. They are
‘'overtures' to the main gospel declaration of dambk as to who Jesus
was and what he meant to early believers. Thepanables — like those
Jesus told — and, like his words and actions, #éneysubversive.

The fault line between the Kingdom of Rome andkthgdom of God
Through the Holy Land today, as in the Roman regibRalestine, runs
a geological faultline, where tectonic plates graghinst one another.
But there was another faultline too that

was on a collision course — that betw

the 'kingdom of Rome' and 'kingdom

God'. Both looked toward a final (fift

empire of the world, which would bri

peace and what the authors calls

Great Divine Cleanup'... The impe

kingdom's destiny was peace thro

violence. The kingdom of God has as¢

programme peace through justice.

Jesus was born at a time of great tension throughedand. Sepphoris,
the capital of Galilee, only a few miles from Nazthr was just one of
the places where a widespread Jewish uprising wadally suppressed.
No wonder many Jews were looking for a saviouneav' David. In the
Bible, the word saviour means a rescuer, a delivei@ someone who
brings atonement for sins.

17



Both Matthew and Luke believed that Jesus wasulignient of God's
promises to Israel — the answer to the Jewish fangnd expectation of
a Messiah or Saviour. But they set out to show rtiwaa that.

In their gospels, including the birth stories, tlsey out to challenge the
imperial order in its own terms. Caesar Augustiis,Roman emperor,
was proclaimed throughout the Empire as of 'divoregin, born from
Apollo the god of 'light, a ruler who will bringéace to all nations": the
'good news'. These are the very words that thpejosriters give to
Jesus in the stories of his birth. Both Matthew huokle offer a vision of
‘peace with justice' that challenges the impehabtogy. Each of them
emphasises different aspects of this new kingdoreaoti.

Matthew's gospel message is one not only for Jewslbo for Gentiles.
It is wise men from the east (gentiles) who coméeusalem to test the
Roman rule of Herod - just as Moses had challenigegoower of Egypt
long ago. Unlike Moses, however, the family ofukesscap¢o Egypt,
rather tharfrom Egypt. Joseph, rather than Mary, is the main $oaiu
Matthew's gospel. God's presence, now seen in, Jesuart of a lineage
of faithful witnesses of the past from the ancidewish scriptures, from
the time of Abraham.

Luke too believes that genealogy is destiny antuke 3 he traces the
line of Joseph back to Adam, son of God at therbeqg of time. Jesus
as the Son of God is a theme of Luke's gospel: f[iitd of Jesus
proclaims the gospel or 'good news' of God, noffallee 'good news' of
empire. In his writings, Luke uses an active vésbgospel' 25 times.
In Acts, it is God's grace which is being 'gospller proclaimed as
good news.

Matthew tells the story of the birth of Jesus asoaflict between two
different kinds of kingship. Luke tells the story desus' birth as a
conflict of two different kinds of peace. The 'glooews' of empire is set
against the 'good news' of Jesus — for the poer,niarginalised, the
peasants and for women.

Mary has a much more prominent role in Luke's birémrative. Her
great outpouring of praise, 'the Magnificat’, caméasome very radical
words: “he has routed the proud and all their s&@serhe has brought
down monarchs from their throne.”

18



It echoes the words of Hannah, mother of Samu#ténOld Testament
(1 Sam. 2). No wonder Luke's birth narrative iarftimes as long as
Matthew's, since it contains two other great aryflujohymns, thought to
be very ancient Christian hymns — those of Zecharad of Simeon.

Jesus: the True Light, yesterday and today

The Bible shows the light of God as a luminous @nes from the
beginning of time. The stories of the birth ofukeare full of this light —
the moving star, the angelic brightness. The dospéers contrast the
false light claimed by the empire with the 'trughli of Jesus. John
begins his gospel by telling us not directly of thigh of Jesus but of
the birth of the light of the world (Jesus!). AsuPanrote in 2
Corinthians 46: “For it is the God who said, 'Letht shine out of
darkness' who has shone in our hearts to giveghedf the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

This theme of the light of Jesus was clearly imgatrtto the early
Christian believers, facing persecution. It isodl®portant to us today.
As the authors of this book emphasise, the imagglight, like much of
the Bible's language, is both personal and politifa see only the
personal is to miss half the meaning. Salvatiomas only for the
individual — it is for the whole world, in preseire.

The final chapter of the book takes as its title finst line of a familiar
hymn — 'Joy to the world'. Jesus is come — ageafftom that hymn says.
Jesus comes again each Christmas. The past bepoasest as it does
in Lent and Holy Week. The season of Advent, the Sundays before
Christmas, is a time for repentant preparation...

At this point these two American authors have asags for fellow
Christians — in their own country and here. Regec¢ does not mean
sorrow for past sins. It means change, a radicadirtg that is also
political. To fellow Americans, at a time of 'emgithey say: who are
we in these stories? If we identify with the sheqpls, we will dream of
and seek a different kingdom. The authors spezalbbut a '‘Christmas
future'... We are to do it with God, and we candotit without God.
God will not change us as individuals without oartgipation, and God
will not change the world without our participation

“Joy to the World — for God so loved the World”
19



Candles greeted us when we visited Brentwood URQ@3ih October.
Most of the church had been cleared of chairs scetlvas a sense of
spaciousness — but not of emptiness. Around thechhwere a number
of 'stations’, with a few chairs near each one.A station of
'thanksgiving' for blessings received, with an undlial flower offering
to be picked and placed in a vase... A 'statidmtlwvwas a tiny and
intimate alcove with a small statue of an enfoldamgbrace and the text
from the final verses of Romans chapter 8 thatingtican separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

On its own was an Amnesty candle with its lightging through barbed
wire. Another 'station’ was a pool of pebbles iwtach one could cast
any 'burdens' that are troubling. Further round thurch, another
station reflected the message of Jesus that ‘Mg 1®kasy'’; there was a
copy of the 4 century icon of Jesus and Peter, that the RevilaShe
Maxey brought to our church on one occasion. Bablitexts, many
from the Psalms were words for meditation and a#ssion in the
'heavenly banquet' of God's offering of love anaicgrand forgiveness in
Jesus Christ.

At the front of the worship area was a statioright' close to the plaque
commemorating the renovation of the church in 1982om a tiny
domed roof, it is hoped that the light from the rtuand its people will
shine out on the town. If you enter the 'Sacredc8pat these special
times, the quiet and peace are very marked — éwamrgh the church is
also used at other times for activities like a dagclass, and of course
services of worship. We all appreciated the sgtiside of the busyness
of our own lives and the busyness of church a@wit The journey into
and through the 'Sacred Space' was the one thhtiedwidual was
ready for — on that particular day.

'Sacred Space' takes place on the second and fohdisdays of the
month at 8.30 pm and lasts from 45 minutes to am.ht begins with a
brief time of prayers and readings and ends wiphager and a blessing.
Sheila Maxey and her husband Kees and Jenny Maxg® tivese present
with the three of us from Billericay. All friendseawelcome. Contact
Sheila on 212357 or Jenny on 218459 for more in&bian.
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...and one visitor gave
the Minister 's offer of
sweets a firm brush off. .
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A Message from Margaret Dunn:
Thank you everyone for all your
hard work to make the Bazaar
possible. You certainly need to
be congratulated. It was most
enjoyable and | am certain it was
appreciated by everyone who
came. We made a total of
£1,423.50jncluding donations.
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“We had no idea about this”, said Dawn's deliglgemhdmother, Janet
Phillips, after the concert which Dawn Kelleher hast given to a full

audience in the Fold on a Sunday afternoon in Nde&min fact there
was a queue to get in.

Accompanied by her teacher, Tim Carey, she playedomaplete
Beethoven violin sonata, unaccompanied Bach, aadepi by Mozart,
Brahms, Rachmaninov, De Falla and Walton, with rdugso Heifetz
piece as an encore. Her performances were greatbdsgstically by
the audience of family, school friends, pupils, anany of our church
members.

She confessed to having nerves before the coruertfirst classical
concert as a soloist, but they didn't show, and ahiekly gained a
friendly rapport with her audience.

Dawn has been learning the violin
since she was nine, at school, and
then with her own teacher. She
studied music at Bristol University
and has since been working as a
teacher of music, and has played
in orchestras, in opera and in all
sorts of music, including 'rock
bands with violin', but this concert
was a milestone. Dawn s
ambitious to give more solo
recitals, and then, who knows?
“You just have to have the
courage”, she says.

Her audience at the concert will
certainly be convinced that she has
this, and plenty of talent to go
with it, and will be looking forward to her delighy them once more at
her next concert.

Picture shows Dawn with her mother Wendy aftercthecert
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Our service on I8October was
the occasion of the baptism for
Mollie Bethan Yarrow daughter
of Liz and Paul, and her baptisn
was celebrated with a brass band
accompaniment to the hymns.
We pray that Mollie Bethan will
be greatly blessed in the loving
care of her family and friends,
and that she will find a pathway
into a journey of faith.

-

"-$ 9

On the Sunday beforehand Mick Dunn,
of the Royal British Legion called in to
talk to ARK members about the
meaning of the Remembrance Service

'><'[?61;< |

December 6 Janet Phillips
13 Vacant
20 Peggy Nisbet
27 Peggy Nisbet
January 2010 Vacant

Just a reminder that the new list for next yean iglace in the Vestibule,
and that your attention is urgently required. Tkhgou for your support
during 2009. Janet

24



| " /01 %2

:?;,5,06 ;@

1,?6;

Rev. Alasdair Macleod has come with his family frdBushey in

Hertfordshire to be the new senior pastor at Bdeyr Baptist Church.
We send our greetings to friends at the Baptistr€@hat this time and to
the Macleod family as they settle into their newnlean Billericay.

< <,

This month, we include a review of a book the i
Christmas — what the Gospels really teach ab
Jesus's birth' written by two Americans — a Ludiner
Marcus J. Borg and a former Irish Catholic prieS§
John Dominic Crossan. Their books are not diffitalread, and have
some thought-provoking ideas. Most importantlgyttake you back to
what is really written in the Bible and bring newerpeptions and deeper
meaning to familiar stories. If anyone would liteeborrow this book,
please contact me. Margaret Derbyshire.

Ve
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Christian Aid is a member of the Stop Climate Ch@asilition. On
5" December, the eve of the climate talks in Copeehaghe
Coalition is organising 'The Wave' - a carnivalestmarch through
the streets of London and Glasgow in support failoacon climate
change. The message for London is: Wear Blue, abthe humar
wave looks as though water is flooding the stredtéondon. The
Archbishop of Canterbury will speak at an ecumdnseavice at 11
am at Methodist Central Hall, Westminster. The rhaxill assemble
at 12 noon in Grosvenor Square W1.

Paul Brannen of Christian Aid says: “Time is rurmiout for peoplé
living in poverty...We have had a campaign victevith Gordon
Brown committing to lead the UK delegation, now weist ensurg
that that, once there, he pushes for a fair dektails of "'The Waveg
can be found omwww.christianaid.org.uk/the-wave

3" 0%& (&

When the disciples of Jesus asked him to teach toepmay, he gave

them words that today we call the 'Lord's Pray&Here was no shortage
of prayer in the Jewish tradition. But perhaps/tivere really saying to

Jesus: Lord, teach us to pray like you do... Tikeiples observed how
often Jesus drew apart at the end of the day fleenctowds and the
hurly-burly of living to be alone with God and taig strength. There

was something special in that power of prayerhasigh as one person
has put it Jesus prayed all night so that he coniltdster during the day.

Luke's gospel shows that Jesus wasn't spared thesarthat prayer can
also be, as he wrestled with the dark path thaaktead for him. Yet, he

was able to leave the future in the hands of God.

O loving Lord, Teach us to be quiet, to listenfita strength for each
step of our journey, whatever that may be. As wpr@gch you in
prayer, may we know the gift of your Spirit andIfgeur blessing in our
lives. We pray that you will work through us tooshyour face to our
broken world as we celebrate once more the joy hié time of
Christmas. Amen
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Public Issues Calendar

1 December World Aids Dayww.worldwidsday.org

10 December Human Rights Dad
www.un.org/events/humanrights

17 Jan World Religion Dayww.worldreligionday.org

18-25 Jan Week of Prayer for Christian Unityw.ctbi.org.uk

27 Jan Holocaust Memorial Dayww.holocaustmemorialday.gov.uk

31 Jan Education Sundayvw.educationsunday.org

30 Jan - 7 Feb Poverty and Homelessness Actiork Wee
www.actionweek.org.uk

$
Very moving service at the War Memorial, wasn't.it.? More
people than ever. And the marching! Very smart. Amel clock struck
just at the start of the two minutes. Good timing.

Yes, and what moved me too was all the childrea, Shouts and
Brownies. They really seemed to understand whaeRdarance Sunday
is about, though they never knew those who died.

And all the organisations that laid wreaths -I thioiit would never end.

Funny that, | was thinking who the wreaths wererird-irst the armed
services, of course, then the churches, then thigcggpeople, and all
the other organisations in the town. One of theoclstout for me,
though.

Oh Yes. Which one was that?
Well, the Red Cross.. They were sort of different.
Different, what do you mean?

Well, all the other people represented those whd bhaen killed or
injured from our side. The prayers and readingd has of mentions of
peace, but mainly this seemed about fighting facpeafter the conflict
had started. Dunno, it crossed my mind, the moretgke up arms for
peace, the more you may sow the seeds for anotletater on. Red
Cross, that's different, they don't take sidesy flst try to deal with the
awful consequence of the fighting.
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Well, so who else would you invite to the serviexitime?

It struck me, just as the bugles started and ald¢mart saluting, Who is
working to see that this may not be necessary? eRdmar the reading
we'd just had in church; about turning our swordsoi ploughshares.
Guns into tractors that must mean today. Not so hmaomament
manufacture, which so many people earn their liviiogn. What starts
wars is inequality and greed. There are plenty ebgle who are
working for the sort of peace thatnst just an absence of war. We just
don't seem to think of them at a Remembrance ®ervic

| see what you mean. Well there's Oxfam for a s@Hristian Aid,
Amnesty, and government departments for aid, antCER, that's their
children's fund — did you know they even have aficefhere in
Billericay, down Radford Way? Right here in our stidAnd there are
organisations that actually put themselves betwbensides, trying to
stop violence. And politicians and diplomats wotkifor a fairer
distribution of the world's resources. | agree,stheeal peace-makers
should be represented here. And religious diffegendid you see any
Muslim laying a wreath? There are plenty of thermigh here.

Working for peace, working to tear down walls, fairer and juster
world, that can be actually harder, than waging war

And that reading we had went on ' Every man willusider his own fig
tree with none to cause alarm'. Rather quaint Waoutiing it for us, but

| can see what it means. Opposite of ' Each mafli p@ up more
wealth than he needs and build walls and gatesdrduto see nobody
else can lay hands on it'. Greed in other wordatesemistrust and then
fear and we know where that can end.

Well, I hope our young people are being taught tbat as well as how
to march smartly. I've bought my Christmas cardieaaly and they say
'‘Wishing you a Peaceful Christmas'. | thought tvas a nice message,
at the time, but I'm wondering now if we really ateing our best to
make the world peaceful. We don't all have to putaouniform and
carry a flag to do that, do we?
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