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Some years ago | watched a United Reformed
Church Minster lead a Boys' Brigade Bible
Class in a church in London. The B.B. met on a
Tuesday evening, which afforded the minister
his entrée to the subject at hand. “So, how many
of us had pancakes for dinner tonight?” Several
hands were raised in response. “How many of us
know the special name for today?” Again, severahdsawent up
amongst the assembled boys. Yes, pretty well emerymew that this
was Shrove Tuesday. “Now, tomorrow also has a ap@e@me. Does
anyone know what it is called?” The forest of hands reduced to few,
hesitant responses, but amongst them was the kdgevkhat tomorrow
would be Ash Wednesday. The minister was now ‘omold and
followed up with, “And does anyone know the speaiame for the next
few weeks?” One or two were prepared to venturarewer and one of
them even got it right: “It's called ‘Lent’.” The imster was now closing

in upon his ultimate target: “Now Lent begins wiAkh Wednesday but
does anyone know what it ends with?” There wag sitence. Not one
hand was raised. Would the minister have to supipdy answer? It
certainly was beginning to look like that mightthe case. Then, just as
ministerial hope was fading a single hand was dafsem amongst the
crowd. The answer was awaited with both eagernedsaaticipation.
“Please sir, | think Lent ends with a ‘t’.”

Many or all of us know that Lent begins on Ash Weshtay and ends at
Easter, if for no other reason than that the adrfeEaster Day is the
signal that we can re-commence eating or drinkhmegy thing we have
given up for Lent, but what is Lent all about?dtriot a season that has
had a high profile in Reformed churches in this ritou until recent
years. Previously, Lent was seen as ‘something @aditolics do’, and
therefore something we do not do! Oddly enough,tlleas grown in
significance for us Reformed folk because it hasved a popular time
for Christians of different traditions to get toget; everything from
joint Lent groups which meet together and studetogr through all the



way to Good Friday walks of witness when churcheigeun public, on
the streets, not just together in Christian homresharch buildings.

Traditionally Lent has been a time to ponder theigfian faith. The

roots of this emphasis probably lie in the fact thathe third century, a
period when the Christian Church was both sometipesecuted but
consistently growing in numbers, Lent was the tinten those seeking
to become members of the church received instnueial prepared for
their baptism. The desire to learn more about thes@an faith during

Lent therefore has a long pedigree. Today, there m@umerous
opportunities to make Lent a time of Christian t@&ag. There are
numerous book recommendations available for thdse Nke to read.

There are a host of materials, heavy and lightweifgr groups of

people who want to meet together to share thetin fand uncover new
depths and delights in what it means to be a Ganigtnd what it means
to be a church. The traditional giving up somethimigLent is in itself

an opportunity to learn about what it means to gihaut or just how

great a hold coffee, tea or chocolate has oveliwes. We don't lack for

opportunities, as individuals and as groups tonleartellectually and

practically, more about what is involved in beingCaristian. The

guestion is whether we are prepared to take thertymties set before
us.

Such learning is not just an end in itself becassae enter more deeply
into what it means to be a Christian in today’s ldhave equip ourselves
to appreciate the more profoundly the significaot&aster Day and the
resurrection with which Lent ends.

Trevor

Trevor is preaching a series of sermons this ye@rentwood URC
under the titleGenesis Speaks Todayp which all are welcome. Thege
services begin at 5.00pm on the third Sunday ofrtbeth.
21 FebruaryNo service: visit of Assembly Moderator
21March Conflict Cain and Abel in Genesis 4

18 April Flood The Ark in Genesis 6-8
16 May Covenant With Abraham in Genesis 15
20 June Sacrifice  Abraham and Isaac in Genesis 22

18 July Struggle Between Jacob and God in Gen8sis 2
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Wednesday 3 7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the KehlMartin

Room
Thursday 4 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court
Saturday 6 9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the keathn

Martin Room, until 9.45am

SUNDAY 7 11.00am Sacrament of Holy Communion, led
by Revd Trevor Jamison

Wednesday 10 7.45pm World Focus Committee meéisemt
Blunts, home of Peggy Nisbet

Thursday 11 2.30pm Fellowship Group meets in the
Mayflower Hall
AGM and Speaker: Alan Lough

Thursday 11 7.45pm Finance Committee meets in the
Kathleen Martin Room

SUNDAY 14 11.00am Morning Worship led by Mrs Murid
Lodemore

Thursday 18 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court

SUNDAY 21 11.00am All-age Sacrament of Holy
Communion, led by Revd Trevor
Jamison

Sunday 21 5.00pm Visit of Moderator of General
Assembly, at Hutton & Shenfield
Union Church: all invited

Monday 22 5.30pm Communications and Green Taskir
meets in the Kathleen Martin Room

SUNDAY 28 11.00am Morning Worship led by Margaret
and Robin Derbyshire



Notes from the Church Secretary — Ken Woods
The only certain thing is uncertainty!

As | sit here in mid-Januanyatching the rain dissolve the snow, | am
reminded of how miffed | can get at the uncertamtcreated by the
weather we've had this winter. Should Elders’ megtie deferred? Will
anyone come to the church party? Is Tuesday caffeming feasible
this week?

| reflect that in life, the only certain thing imeertainty. Some churches
seek to have a theology of certainty, but, for nafsbur congregation,
my observation is that faith in a loving God is mobted in certainty
within our day-to-day lives. Of course, we all migiearn after things
being cut and dried — and we would go crazy if waldn't proceed in
life with some assumptions.

For example, on 31January, we are scheduled to have had a church
meeting on the budget, surely the epitome of seekartainty in the
midst of uncertainty (next to weather forecastinle have the certain
need to spend money in cutting back trees, but nelegnents are
uncertain, such as how soon we might recruit aswmst for ARK
leaders.

On faith issues, we can relate to the struggléketarly Church, where
everything was not fixed in one dogma. This haslitafions for our
response to Vision4Life — relative to the Bibleayer and evangelism.
The Bible contains many different strands of thdaugle have to grapple
with these. Prayer, for us, is surely not tellingdGwnhat to do, but a
dialogue between us and God? Evangelism — shdrengdod news with
others — is not about putting a straitjacket onpeoOne of our Synod
Moderators put it this way: ‘people come to our @hulooking for
answers, and we give them more questions!" It seémsne that
retaining our integrity — advocating faith whilstcapting uncertainty —
IS an important ingredient in our evangelism.

On 10" January, Kenton led our worship, and challengedtousio
something evangelical. Because of the snow, ndaly of the usual
congregation were not there. | am therefore engmgaKenton to
produce excerpts of his sermon for the Mavidssengerin that sermon
were some very specific suggestions that we suregd to reflect on,
with a view to doing something positive.
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Growth in numbers is not a certainty from sharing Gospel message
(although we can be fairly sure that NOT tellingeats about the Gospel
will lead to LACK of growth!) Evangelism is part @od’s mission in
which we are invited to share with God — we leaw&l’'& Holy Spirit to
work within others for growth.

There is an interesting article in JanuBegform in which Rob Bell talks
about his church in Grand Rapids, Michigan. The rchuhas
mushroomed to 10,000 over the last decade. Oneofprinciples is to
keep things simple — doing the things that are mamb. They also aim
at retaining the integrity of the Gospel — not thealth and wealth’
message of some mega-churches.

Some more lessons for 2010 here?

Annual Election of Elders March 2010

Notice has been given that the Annual ElectionIdgEs will be held
at the Annual General Meeting to take placeSonday, 21° March,
2010

Letters inviting nominations from Church Members rev
individually addressed to Church Members and placed the
vestibule table on fband 17" January. The four not collected were
mailed to the addressees ori"1Bnuary. The deadline for a respopse
is 39 February latest.

D

If you have not received the letter and believe thayou should
have done, please contact the Church Secretary imchately.

Those due to retire this year are Pat Cairns amdMynott.

For information, serving Elders who continue withthe need for ret
election are as follows:

Angela Christian, Kenton Church, Robin Derbyshire,

Margaret Dunn, Lorna Jacob, Alan Lough, John LgvAndrew
Mackenzie, Simon Mynott and Ken Woods

Ken Woods, Church Secretary
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We are continuing with Traidcraft Stalls during shyear. Belinda
Jackson will become the Fair Trader and Shirley KloMargaret
Hatchard and | will be her helpanéithout your support we shall fail.
Please do not let that happen. Make a New Yeanl&em to buy from
your Traidcraft Stall. LIVES DEPEND ON US!

As part of a campaign by Traidcraft and others aneebeing encouraged
to sign leaflets that ask suppliers to buy Faird€raAsking tea blenders
like Tetley, Typhoo etc., to make the change ta Faade. As part of
this campaign there will be a ‘Big Brew’ event itné¢ Reading Rooms
on Saturday 28 February, organised by the Town Fair Trade
Committee Drop in for a free cuppa of Fair Trade Tea. Ann Mynott

% * + + will be held
on Friday %' March at the church of St Mary Magdalene, in the
High Street. Further details will be given wherowm.
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This year the Church Weekend will again be helBbettden House, and
we have invited Michelle Brown to come and speakut about
llluminated Mediaeval Manuscripts, as well as shmgwvus illustrations
relating to the Bible. As some of you will rememlvgren she came to
our Church Weekend over ten years ago, she iskrewledgeable, but
also so enthusiastic and interesting that whentalke to you are filled
with her enthusiasm too. Please put the date inr ybary. More
information will be forthcoming next month.



Richard Jones of Biblelands will speak on

The Forgotten Faithful: the Arab
Church in Palestine

in this Church on Wednesday 10 March at 7.45pm

The Christians in the Middle East are the 'Living Stiones of our faith, but
emigration, occupation and poverty face the Palestine church today.
What is our response, as they look to the West?

The presentation will also tell of the work of Biblelands in the Middle
East, where it has been teaching the young and healing the sick since
1854, bringing the peaceful things of God to those most in need
regardless of faith or nationality

REPORT ON WEEKLY OFFERINGS - UP TO END DECEMBER
2009

Total Offertories in 2009 (Freewill envelopes plle®se offerings)
£21,945(Which means we have achieved fractionally overbmayeted
target for the year)

This does not include aryellow envelopes received after the end of the
year - these will be included with the 2010 offgsn
The Elders thank you for your continued supporthef Church througlp
your offerings.

Thank you to all who contributed towards the spdci@hristmas
Appeal; a total of £453.50 was realised, and cheques386£5 have
been sent to Shelter and Christian Aid. This figdoes not include Gif
Aid, which will be claimed in due course and thaliidnal cheques
sent later. The total amount of Gift Aid is exetto be just over £110);
the exact figure will be reported once we have iveckthis from H M
Revenue and Customs.
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An Enthusiastic

Launch of the
Billericay Youth
Choir

The Billericay Youth
Chaoir, to which some of
our young people
belong, sang Carols an
Christmas Songs to an
enthusiastic audience o
family and friends at
their first concert in our
church on 19

December.

&N
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After the Concert the members presented Thank iftaitg Simon and
Tessa, who had worked so hard to launch the Choir
so successfully.

o8

The Choir members decide
to donate the proceeds ¢
their collection after the
concert to Health Help
International, and raised
£230.25.
They held up these picture
of the work of HHI, for the
audience to see

=

[72)

Please make a date to be at their Easter concert on
Thursday 1st April, from 6.30-7.30pm
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If you've ever wondered about Ken's
ability to shut out all distractions and
get on with his work, or how it is that
he can worship anywhere, as he says,
this goes back to his childhood home
where there was just one living room
and he had four younger brothers. And
the church hall was multi-purpose -
worship on Sundays and everything
else midweek. Ken grew up on the
outskirts of Leicester in a strongly Free
Church family, his father's side being
Baptist, and his mother's Methodist,
though his father rarely went to church,
and his mother attended regularly only after hithdds death. The
nearest church was Abbots Road Congregational Ghuvbere Ken
with a friend rose to running Pilots, the youth amigation of the
London Missionary Society, then for boys only. Earlhe'd been
awarded his 'Ships Cook' badge. This included takimg, which ended
badly, as he'd understood you should put in onerdpb per person,
plus one for the pot...so for 19 boys that means@@onfuls. (Is that
why, as in this picture, he now drinks herb tea,wbich he carries the
tea bags round with him?)

Leicester was then a booming manufacturing citydpcing shoes,
hosiery and machine tools. Ken's grandfather haa la€clicker', which,
in case you didn't know, was a shoemaker whosewgig to maximise
the number of shoes that could be cut out of eaafuely shaped hide.
His grandfather also worked on Leicester market ®aturdays,
something he had in common with Gary Lineker' fath&en's father
worked in machine tools, which was a reserved cattop during the
war, so he never joined up. This seemed to makéathisr reticent after
the war about anything to do with those who hadhlmeactive service.
He would never go near the British Legion and daedito accompany
his boys to any children’'s party which took pldueré.
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It was in his mid-teens that Ken came under thiiénice of Rev Basil
Bridge, the new minister at Abbots Road. Basil wiobhve the young
people round to the manse, and taught them to #ntkquestion about
their faith, and not to take a literalist approahou can find three of
Basil's hymns, including 'This is the Truth we Hhpld Rejoice and
Sing). He also remembers his Sunday School teabtredixey, quietly
spoken, patient and always seeming to care - 'mggémof what a
Christian should be like'. Much later in Ken's faedl speech as he left
his responsibilities as Synod Clerk, he paid tebubd Mr Dixey's
influence, and was astonished to receive a messége days later from
Basil Bridge 'thoroughly agreeing with all the thényou said'. And there
was Eric Wright, his Bible Study teacher, a Unaar(though he never
pressed this in his teaching), and a pacifist, gfent the war in prison.
He encouraged the class to think for themselved, @ways saw a
bigger picture than anyone else — for example, loefpre the time of
our present fuel-politics, when it came to decidwigat new boiler the
church should install, he argued the case as batwe future of the
coal industry and Middle East stability. (Of courdéeing the 50s, it
came down to coal in the end!)

Ken joined the Youth Worship Group which went omtan old van,

preaching in some of the 19 or so Leicestershitgattes. The members
never had any training for this, till one of the@gp went for ministerial

training at Northern College. One day Basil wagmished to find that

Ken wrote every word of his services himself, aadtfully lent him a

book of prayers, saying 'l think this would savei yolot of time'. Then

at 21 he became County Congregational Youth Seyrdtis attempts

to put this on an ecumenical basis did not brinthenCatholics, though
an ecumenical youth service did attract the attendbf the Leicester
Mercury.

At the age of 16 Ken had to choose a job. Havirgnbgood at maths
(and Latin and Greek) he was advised to choosedegtvbecoming a
banker, a solicitor and an accountant. It was udgtpointed out that
being articled to a solicitor was very expensived danking seemed
very boring, so accountancy it was, involving a&fixear correspondence
course, along with his practical experience. Agjhalified, Ford were
interviewing in Leicester for their jobs at DagemhaKen turned down
the first opportunity, as he was too busy orgagisirchurch pantomime,
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but astonishingly they still wanted him when thedtnicals were over,
and so he found himself moving to South Ockendonth van
introduction from Basil to the minister there, whas a certain John
Hickmore. John would shortly be going out with Alnk&en soon got to
know her twin sister Thelma, and before long twaldiegs had taken
place.

When Ford of Europe was created Ken and Thelmat gpenyears in
Germany, where their elder daughter Alison was boéhe RAF church
had been closed (though the Ford expatriates keptinema going),
and the Woods did not relate well to the Lutherdanrch, partly because
of their faltering German. There was little inceetifor Ken to improve
it, as all the German supervisors at Fords spokglign A spell in
Daventry followed, which also proved discouragingni a church point
of view as their search for a welcoming church mih little success.
So when they came to Billericay, it was importanthoose carefully!

An accountant? Bit of a numbers man? Well, cegtaifen enjoys
solving organisational puzzles, but one of the esdments which gave
him most satisfaction at Fords, he says, was tesdevcomputer system
for keeping track of all the supplier invoices aiating from one
department to another. Much time and frustratiomewexpended in
chasing these by hand, and his new system brobghtot an end. It was
a bit controversial at the start, because the @lgsvihad created work for
more employees. But the invoice processors themseawgued with the
unions that it brought real benefits: and for Kiesfead of chasing paper
and figures, there was time for people, and to esirtheir other
difficulties in the workplace.

It was an approach which Ken has brought to theowarchurch posts
which he has taken on, first in the Southend Qistas Treasurer and
then Secretary, and then as Synod Clerk. If youtlsaepeople aren’t
working together, as they need to, for the benaffithe church, you

improve and clarify the system so that they haneetand opportunities
to do so, and so start to see each other's pointies§. There are

different types of leadership, he considers: it lnayust person centred,
or focused purely on the job, or making sure itsel right, or finding

new ways of doing it. If the person in charge takesextreme view of
any of these, the organization will suffer.

13



You have to make a determined effort to see whegeother person is
coming from. Think of a church member, who takesoatrary view to

everyone else. We managed to think of examples @oncthurch’s past
history and agreed that these people added valyteptions which
helped shape the church's way forward. Elizabe$sw€l, our previous
Synod Moderator, with whom Ken worked, had thi¢ fpf bridging the

gap between ministers who took very different viesfigheir work and

their theology.

It is our good fortune that after having done tigeficture job at Synod,
Ken accepted our call to become Church Secretas; Née can see the
effect he has as we explore the opportunities faallsgroups which get
to grips with the real issues of our faith. So, dewneetings about
structure, and more time for people, and their gaakinsights. More
delegation of decisions, more trusting of thosehaee appointed to do
the work.

The agendas, the minutes and the memos flow fromiskeomputer,

keeping the church running smoothly, with the absolminimum of

confusion and misunderstanding, and Ken, suppdayethelma, fits all

this in with his family life, keeping in close tduavith the two other
family households in Chandler’'s Ford and in Soutal&¥, from where,
when they are visiting their daughters, sons-in-Evd grandchildren,
his laptop still sends us guidance and answersuastgpns. One day
there may even be a message for

us sent at half time from White

Hart Lane. (Final note from Ken:

the club already provides a

wireless hotspot on matchdays!)

We thank Ken for his long
dedication to the life of our
church, and the wider church, 'in
the Lord's service', as he puts it.

(The Cartoon does migpict a moment in the life of this church!)
14
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As part of our present
programme to learn more
about India, we invited

Geoffrey Duncan to come
us and speak about the
Association of People with
Disability in Bangalore,

India, and its Horticultural

Training programme. We
marvelled at the way in

eight years, in the hands of
disabled people, one of the city's garbage dumpsblean transformed
into a practical and caring environment.

Hearing that Geoffrey was about to pay another
visit to the Centre, we were able to give him a
donation to take with him. He has now reported
back that the money will help towards
reclaiming further land, and in laying out ja
road way, a necessity to help the trainees move
around.

He writes: The Centre continues to be an amazing place. A vadge

of vegetables and flowers are grown around the. ydarerything that
can be recycled is used again. We saw a potatovinesh is a fruit, but

not for eating as it is poisonous, but has medignaperties. Mangoes,
tomatoes, bougainvillea, all grow in profusion. Tist is endless. The
Programme is now becoming known across Bangalore,vhilst we

were there people arrived to buy plants and visg shop where
calendars were being sold.

The manager of one of the departments suffered pola young age. He
is severely incapacitated, but this does not deiter He travels round
the Centre in a wheelchair carrying out his duithea very cheerful way.
He is married and he and his wife have a one yldartold.
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It is always an exhilarating experience to be wvilik resourceful and
resilient people working in the Centre. They caacteus westerners
many lessons. Hema, the lady whose father wasiedé member of
APD, goes to the Centre every day. She is now ya semior citizen but
has transport, and her wheelchair fits into the.jdéen she is off on her
tour of the Centre. She is an indomitable lady whees tremendously
for disabled people and the environment. The Hualttical Programme
is her life and work. she is embarking on a climate
change project which involves the growth of
saplings. She talks of her trees having an effect o
global warming.

This series of pictures
which Geoffrey brought to
us, shows a severely
disabled boy strapping on
his artificial leg and setting
out on his daily travels.

% 7
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A number of us will
remember that a few weeks
ago prayers were offered
during our service for a little girl in The Gambider name is Marie
Louise. She is 13 years old and a daughter of Bid@ster mum. Prior
to our return to The Gambia we learnt that Marieike has lost the use
of both of her legs. She was in a lot of pain aad been confined to bed
for three or four weeks. She had been taken toldbal clinic who
referred her to the Royal Victoria hospital in Banjthe capital. They
took x-rays and confirmed that nothing was brokehwere unable to
say what was wrong. They sent her home with sortie @nd crepe
bandages.
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When we went to see her, we were
so pleased that our prayers had
been answered. She was in a lot
less pain and was able to walk with
the help of a stick. By the time we
left a week later she had dispensed
with the stick and was able to
hobble about wunaided. We
discovered while we were there
that she had had a bad fall some time before tredysés and we wonder
whether her problems could have been caused byiralsmjury
sustained in her fall. We shall probably never kndat we pray for
Marie Louise’s full recovery.

..... and the sad news

When we arrived at Fidel's home in November we wele that one of
the little boys in Fidel's extended family had deefew days earlier.
You may remember the picture of him in last Mayd#&ien of The
Messenger...

One day little Dominic just stopped eating. He,,towsited the local
clinic but they were unable to help.
He died a week later.

These stories demonstrate just how
fragile life is in The Gambia. Medical
knowledge, supplies and expertise are in
very short supply, unless you are in the
unlikely position of affording private
treatment. And, of course, we are well
aware that identical problems occur |in
many other parts of the world. It just
brings it home when you know the
victims personally. May we continue to
pray for happier and healthier
developing countries.

17
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There are Christians in the Holy Land who can tithedr ancestry back
dozens of generations, and some have maintainefirmaic language
of Christ, and have passed it through the genemtizrough prayers and
song. They now make up less than 2% of the papulatf the West
Bank and Gaza, as many have moved away to escapedstrictions
which the occupation imposes on them. A group dé$Rmian Christian
Leaders have drawn up the 'Kairos Palestinian DectinfKairos means
‘a moment of truth’l which highlights the urgentedefor peace with
justice in the Palestinian Territories. They d#tke hearts of the faithful
are filled with pain and with questioning: What tise international
community doing? The problem is not just a pdlitene. It is a policy
in which human beings are destroyed, and this rnest concern to the
Church.'

They list the deprivation of freedoms under the upation, the
confiscated land and water resources and even hotfmeswall and
barrier, dividing families and separating one comityufrom another,
their separation from their holy places in Jerusaland the continuing
plight of refugees. If there were no occupationgré¢hwould be no
resistance, and no insecurity, by which Israel s¢elustify her actions.

“God sent the patriarchs, the prophets and thetlgso® this land, so
that they might carry forth a universal missionthe world. Today we
constitute three religions, Judaism, Christianitg dslam. Our land is
holy, inasmuch as God is present in it, for Godhales holy and the
sanctifier. It is our duty to liberate it from tleeil of injustice and war.

“Hope means our expectation of a better future,gindhg in to evil but

standing up to it. We see the upper hand of thengirthe growth of
racist separation and the impositions of laws tleatty our existence and
our dignity. But we see a determination among m@ngvercome the
resentments of the past and to be ready for relcatnmm, once justice
has been restored. Public awareness of the naedttoe political rights
to the Palestinians is increasing and Jewish vpiadgocating peace
with justice, are raised in support of this, withetapproval of the
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international community. They have their influersse may shorten the
time of suffering and hasten the time of recontdia”

Amid the violence, the bad political faith and thek of hope prevalent
in the Holy Land, this voice speaks to us fromhéart of the Christian
gospel.

% 7 ( 4 (

Some of us remember Hylands
House near Chelmsford in its

boarded up and neglected state. It is
very different today. lan Spencer,

head gardener at Hylands, came to
talk to the Fellowship Group. He

shared photos with us and outlined
the history of the house, as well as
talking about the many changes to
the parkland of Hylands Park.

In mediaeval times, the name of the
area was 'Highlands', but over their

history the house and gardens have
been constantly 'improved' and made more fashienatso perhaps the
name change was part of that at some point.

Hylands House was built around 1730 by Sir John @wnMP for
Maldon and Chief Baron of the Exchequer — a veralthg man. He
already had a town house in Chelmsford, close & Ghathedral, but
wanted a house in the 'country’. The house wagg l&@ut unassuming in
style, and was built mainly of red brick. The grdarwere planned in the
formal, geometric style of the day.

Major changes to both house and gardens came Bf@&f, when the
house was sold at auction. It was bought by a $hamnerchant,
Cornelius Kortright, who enlarged and modernisedri@w property. He
sought the advice of a famous local landscape gardeHumphry
Repton. The old house was extended, but its appear was
dramatically altered.

19



It was covered in white stucco — Repton disliked beck — and he also
added an impressive portico of four lonic colunmghie Palladian style.

The straight lines of the gardens were swept aWwde Romantic

Movement had brought in sweeping lawns and parklasths — in an

attempt to ‘tame nature to our will'. Repton add#r features as well:
a narrow artificial lake, clumps of trees, a wallgatden and gracefully
curving approach roads. Only one oak, in poor healirvives from the
oak plantation of the time, but it is hoped in thture that this might be
re-established. As a fashionable country seat, idjdavas quite small.
However, Repton created a clever garden desighatdle approaching
visitor moved by meandering pathways from one vi$tdne parkland to
another. When visitors finally reached the houke, fportico appeared
really impressive! It is hoped that some of thasstas' created by
Repton will be restored, as plans for the gardedsparkland evolve.

A later owner Pierre Labouchere, a French mercluamker, was a
pioneering horticulturalist and founder member diaivis today the
Royal Horticultural Society; he bought Hylands Bil5. He built a 300-
foot long heated conservatory in the flower gardehere sub-tropical
plants were grown. In some respects, Hylands wasadatof Kew
Gardens! Labouchere employed a local man, Willidsgén who built
the walled kitchen garden.

lan Spencer said that in those days there was alveaynpetition
between the various sections of the garden — tidwe grew the fruit
and those who grew the vegetables for the housmlayithere are two
gardeners. In the nineteenth century there wevate2D, some of whom
were itinerant gardeners who came in from Kertheasummer season.
The kitchen garden was the engine of the estatead constructed on a
mound, hidden from the house by a wall. A simplsteam of water
technology was used to produce heat for the mdsalike status symbol
for any estate — pineapples. They are extremeficdlif to grow in our
climate. Important visitors would be impressed wih many as 6
pineapples brought to the table at the same time.

Chelmsford was known for its apple growing and ¢heras an apple
orchard. Cherries were also popular, and Hylaraik & cherry orchard
too. By the end of the nineteenth century it dsa a collection of
North American plants.
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The owners of Hylands experimented with growing n@ants, as plant
collectors brought back seeds from all round theldvoThe gardens
continued to change under a succession of owneraemorial garden
to the final owners, Mr and Mrs Hanbury, is now time grounds.
Chelmsford Borough Council bought Hylands in 1966 @pened the
433 acre park to the public. The following yeabécame a Grade |l
listed building and in 1975 became a Grade II* d¢iinij. Permission to
demolish the main house was then refused.

In the 1980s, the Council began restoration
of the exterior. A great deal of work was

needed before the interior could be restared
as it is today — wet rot, dry rot and furniture

beetle were all present. There was a good
deal of public consultation about changes to
the gardens and parkland. The idea| of
restoring the gardens along the lines of|its
earlier Repton design has proved extremely
contentious, as lan Spencer made clear.

This was especially true of the decision|to
remove 400 of the trees, many of them
London plane trees, at Hylands in 2004.
However, plans to bring back some of the
features of Repton's design for the garden,
including opening up the vistas he designed, abagalestoring the later
kitchen garden, will help members of the genetddlic understand the
history of the house — through its gardens andlgadk Those plans
will take time and money. The 'One World Garden$ weeated in time
for the World Jamboree in 2007, which 40,000 Scattended.

We thank lan for his talk. He told everyone ttidhey visited Hylands,
they should ask for him — he offered to show uswthe gardens and
tell us more...
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BILLERICAY FESTIVAL 2010
11", 17" and 13" June
Following the successful festival in 2008,
Churches Together are sponsoring another| this
year. The theme Belebrating Billericay.

This will be illustrated on the ground floor of
St Mary Magdalen on the High Street, with flower
arrangements of landmarks in the town. Upstair$ el charities and
organisations with small floral displays as welklasir exhibits.

St Mary’s will be open Wednesday afternoon to bring
in the flowers, with flower arranging and displaygs
be done on Thursday, 1Qune.

Three charities have been chosen to receive pertion
of the money raised. They are: 50% to St Mary'sin@Ehment fund,
25% to Anvil Trust and 25% to Hamelin House.

Each church is being asked to fund a flower arrarege -
approximately £70 for our church. Irene Mackerand Margaret Dunn
may go round pubs and restaurants in February tamromaterial for a
collage. If anyone from our church would like tolghevith flower
arranging, please let Margaret Dunn (654539) knewan as possible.

They will also need other helpers but volunteer @ sought nearer
the date. They will also need other helpers bluinteers will be sought
nearer the date.
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Gifts in kind went to Southend Sheltgee pictures of the Monthahd
Mountnessing Court including from Bob Poulson oburch and hall
cleaning steward. Mrs Susans from MountnessingtGuas written to
say the Christmas gifts were appreciated; 'it makeh a difference to
the ladies and gentlemen there to feel somebodys @yout them." She
mentions the carol service, organised there bydsefrom our church:
every one enjoyed it and talking to the people wdume.

John & Hazel Wilkins writeThank you for the lovely plant we received
for Christmas and also for the good wishes whercetebrated our 80
birthdays. Greatly appreciated.

S (% L 3+& (See Pictures of the Months)
Our special thanks go to Marjorie Willis, Irene Manzie and Margaret
Dunn who have been working on a new Advent banmkich was first
displayed on 18 December. The angel banner was striking in bhe a
gold with the one word: Gloria, and was in churehing Advent and
Christmas.

40 *, %2

ARK, our young people's group, took part in thetives Service on 20
December which they had helped to script. Thep @ave musical
accompaniment to the playing of 'Silent Night' ljeiland Charlotte on
violins, Lucy on flute and Cara on guitar) with Fsbckdale and Simon
Houlton adding music to the service.
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A number of friends, who are no longer able torattehurch, sent cards
at Christmas. Among them were: Joyce Elliott, Jdamalin, Marge
Dewis, Betty Day, Barry and Betty Davis. Laviniae@nhill thanks the
church for its support to her during the past ye@ur continuing love
and prayers are with these dear friends.

Friends at Hillhouse Court, where a fortnightlywsee taken by the Rev.
Colin Hunt and Peter Brierley is held, also se@haistmas card to the
church.

We received Christmas cards from a number of fsemdo have moved
away: Mary Young, Barrie, Brenda and Helen Meridégrgaret and
Keith Davidson, Sue and Nigel Partridge, Bill ance&iddell.

We remember all that these friends gave to us wieeshared together
in the life and worship of the church and send tioamlove.

%+ +.( +%/ +

On 17" January, Peter Brierley illustrated the theme hef Wedding
Feast at Cana in Galilee with a 'feast' of food &tk (apple juice) and
an expanded drama of the story from John 2 1-Mhich members of
the Worship Group took part. Prayers were led @arddret Hatchard,
another member of the group, when the devastatiddaiti following
the earthquake was on everyone's mind. A collect®m support the
Christian Aid appeal has been organised. The servoncluded with
Holy Communion, conducted by our minister Trevor.

1)% 1+ (*3+(1+%

On Sunday evening, Tanuary, we were glad to welcome friends from
other churches in Billericay to our church for aited service of
worship. Trevor led the service and the Rev Alasiacleod, who
became the Pastor at the Baptist Church in Novenglaee the address.
Alasdair spoke of how Christians are now a mindritthe population in
this country, but how much more powerfully could speak if we spoke
as a united body with one voice.

Our friend Kathleen Martin was able to be with as that service —
and her friends from other churches were very ¢tadee her then!
We are grateful to Jill Potter for playing the amgbor us at this
service.
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PRAYING TOGETHER - The song never silenced

Holy Spirit of God,
you are present wherever God's people meet
for praise, prayer and the hearing of the word.

Let the voice of each one who speaks,
the minds of all who hear

and life that each one lives

be a fulfilment of the living word,;

so that we go out into our neighbourhood,

full of your power,

as servants with the risen Christ,

anointed by you to bring good news to the poor,
to proclaim release

for those held captive by sorrow or despair,
recovery of sight

for those who have lost the vision of hope and joy.

Let us be in the world

as those inspired by you,

whose song can never be silenced

and whose hope and joy, no evil can ever destroy.

(Alan Gaunt, URC Prayer Handbook 2010)

11 |

February 7  Joyce Neuvill
14  Ann Elliott
21  Peggy Nisbet
28 Brenda Rees

March 7 Joyce Elliott
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At a national level, the Baptist, Methodist and tddiReformed
Churches work together in the Joint Public IssSleasm -
“working together... to live out the gospel of Gtrin church and
society” Each year they produce a calendar for use by thei
churches — it focuses on some of the organisaimvadved in
social justice. (www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/gatendar.htm)

3 (6 (
31 January: World Leprosy Dayww.leprosymission.org.uk
31 January: Education Sundaww.educationsunday.org
30 Jan. - 7 Feb: Poverty and Homelessness ActicgkWe
www.actionweek.org.uk
22 Feb — 7 March: Fair Trade Fortnightvw.fairtrade.org.uk
5 March: Woman's World Day of Praygww.wwdp-natcom.

Mayflower Ladies

Will meet alternate Thursdays in the Mayflower H#lB.00pm
until 4" March, then we'll meet weekly, as follows:-

February 11  Shirley Moult — Hobby, Music & Moventen

25  Everybody’'s Hobby — for those who knit, paint,
make jewellery etc.,

(Friday) 26  Charity Coffee Morning in Mayflower Ha
(see page 8)

March 4  Janet & Peter Phillips showing Slides aeiadnd
in theKathleen Martin Room
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A new year is an unknown — which can be both exgitr alarming.

This new year began with all the uncertainties ofisually cold and
snowy weather. In the next few months, we shalr ipdenty of political

slogans from the various party leaders and supsoirgng to catch our
ear — and our vote... telling us that they haveahswers to complex
problems. A great many unknowns there too!

As Christians, we are not indifferent to the waldund us. We are part
of it, as well as being part of the town in whick Wwe. And, in spite of
what many non-Christians think, we are not immuméhe uncertainties
of life and apprehensions about what the coming yeay bring. Our
journey of faith, of working out what God is sayitg@gus at the present
moment and in the months to come, will never be geta until it is
finally over.

Last year, at the Remembrance Day Service, theseawitle hesitation

over the name of our church at the wreath-layinggroeny — it was

pronounced as the 'United Re-formed Church'. &kws in the URC

(the United Reformed Church) would claim that wes apecially

equipped to give God's message to the world. Aetdtlye emphasis
given to our name last November is a challengéhatbieginning of a
new year. In these very uncertain times, more tbegr before the
peoples of the world need to be both 'united' esxbrmed'. That seems
to be where the voice of God is leading, with Seiaug questions about
whether we can all work together for the good bhamanity and of our

own society in this country.

At Christmastime, we celebrate the birth of a neaywof understanding
and peace, a new beginning. We all know how haisifor peoples to
live together, to share the world's resources withoonflict, to
understand the needs and rights of other peopleantb let selfishness
dominate their and our thinking. And so we may eaekhd to look at
where our faith is taking us and to start askirffjadilt questions.
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One Ugandan Christian in a recent radio programec that people in
the affluent 'north' looked at Africa and thoughe tbasic problem was
poverty. But he said that the real problem is pmterty in Africa, but

'greed' elsewhere.

Faith is about searching, but it is also aboutifigdoo — finding hope,
trusting in a vision that is fundamentally good. amy people in our
country see this as part of the 'illusion’ of faithut it is the wise and
tolerant use of the faith perspective that can Uff to a deeper
understanding of our everyday world. So, as we diwethe days of this
year and use our faith to help us through day totdals, let us search
for new beginnings in our world — each of us takregponsibility for

what we can do as a tiny part of God's global scévay we be 'united’
and 're-formed' in the coming year and may theojoiyne Lord be shown
in his world!

The Messenger
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the Kassue by
Sunday 14 February 2010 Articles are welcome. Plegse
speak to Robin Derbyshire at any time about anpgsal you
have.
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