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Picture of the Month 
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See a report on his visit to churches of the local areas on page 17. 
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During March all three congregations in this 
pastorate – Ingatestone, Brentwood and 
Billericay – will be holding their Annual Church 
Meetings. One will occur on a weeknight 

evening and two will take place on Sundays. In one church we will be 
re-arranging all of the chairs in the church to worship together, café-
style, meet together and eat lunch together (in that order). In another 
church we will conclude the meeting with Night Prayer, using subdued 
lighting, sitting in semi-circle, following (more or less) a set liturgy. In 
the third congregation we’ll get the “official business” over with quickly 
in order to have focused discussion on evangelism and how we might get 
on with doing some. All three meetings, different in form and focus as 
they are, share a common three-fold structure. We will spend some time 
looking back, some time considering where we are now and some time 
looking to the future. 
 

This is given a poetic form by the hymn writer Fred Kaan, a URC 
Minister who died during this past year: 
 

We pause to give thanks 
and focus our thought 
on how far our God 
his people has brought. 
We pause for affirming 
our ‘Yes’ to his call, 
pursuing his future: 
life’s fullness for all. 
 

The future is here 
as Christ sets us free; 
we reach out in hope 
for all that will be. 
We go where he leads us, 
to time’s furthest ends, 
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to share in his mission 
as partners and friends. 
 
We rise and we risk 
the course he has set, 
to care for our world, 
a world of ‘not-yet’; 
at one in the Spirit, 
we follow Christ’s way 
and put into practice 
God’s future today. 

 

Fred Kaan (1929- )  
Copyright © Oxford University Press 

Rejoice & Sing  569 
 

It is good for us to pause, even in the midst of all the business of church 
life, to give thanks. We did not get here just on the basis of our own 
efforts but because God allowed us to do so. We did not do it by 
ourselves but in company with all of the others of God’s people, present 
and past. 
 

It is good to be reminded that we can’t remain stuck, contemplating the 
glories of our past (which were not always as glorious as we remember) 
nor just hope that things will all turn out ok some time in the future. 
“The future is here” – we need to take a look around us at what is going 
on in the here and now and respond accordingly. 
 

It is good to pause and contemplate, but not to navel-gaze. Fred Kaan’s 
final verse calls us to action: “we rise and risk”. There’s little point to all 
these meetings (and I speak feelingly as the only person who to be at all 
three!) if they don’t connect with action – practical following in Christ’s 
way. 
 

I look forward to seeing everyone at all of these meetings. I look forward 
to sharing the food, the memories, the worship, the prayer, the 
conversation and the inspiration to get on with doing Christ’s work 
together, putting into practice God’s future for us today. 

Trevor 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR March 2010 

Wednesday   3   7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the Kathleen Martin 
Room  

Thursday   4 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  

Friday   5 10.00am Women’s World Day of Prayer service at 
St Mary Magdalen, High Street 
Speaker: Revd Annabel Copeland 

Saturday   6   9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the Kathleen 
Martin Room, until 9.45am  

SUNDAY   7 11.00am Sacrament of Holy Communion, led 
by Revd John Hickmore 

Wednesday 10   7.45pm The Forgotten Faithful Richard Jones 
of Biblelands will speak about the 
Arab Church in Palestine, in our 
church  

Thursday 11   2.30pm  Fellowship Group meets in the 
Mayflower Hall 
Revd Frances Drake: Pre-Easter 

SUNDAY 14  11.00am Mothering Sunday Worship led by 
Revd Trevor Jamison 

Tuesday 16   7.45pm Worship Group at 15 Dedham Road 

Wednesday 17   8.00pm CTB meeting at The Christian Link, 
Queens Park 

Thursday 18 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  

Saturday 20 10.30am Synod at Bishops Stortford 

SUNDAY 21 11.00am All-age Sacrament of Holy 
Communion, led by Revd Colin Hunt 

SUNDAY 21   1.00pm Annual Meeting in Mayflower Hall 

 

 



 6

SUNDAY 21   5.00pm Afternoon worship 
at Brentwood URC, to which our 
church is invited. 
Conflict: Cain & Abel in Genesis 4 

SUNDAY 28 11.00am Palm Sunday Festival service led by 
ARK 

 
NOTES FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY – KEN WOODS 

Is history bunk? 

Many years ago the debating society at my school had a debate on Henry 
Ford’s famous saying ‘history is bunk’. (Of course, at the time I had no 
idea I would be joining the company he founded.) The motion was 
proposed by one of the science teachers and opposed (understandably) 
by the senior history teacher.  

After a long and heated exchange between fanatics for science on the 
one side and for humanities on the other side, it fell to a 5th former (year 
11 in new money) called Llewellyn Lewis to point out that science 
versus humanities actually is a false dichotomy. And everybody agreed 
(although we still had a vote that followed sectarian lines!) 

A big part of our church life is about history - celebrating anniversaries, 
looking back with interest, or reflecting on lessons learned. But that 
doesn’t mean that we have seen history as competing with the need for 
change. Looking forward to the church’s Annual Meeting after 
tea/coffee on 21st March, it is right that we remember what has gone on 
before. I know that many will be avidly reading the 2009 reports to find 
out what has been happening in parts of the church life that are unknown 
to them.  

Traditionally, the Annual Meeting has adopted the reports on our recent 
history, heard about the election of Elders/review of office holders, and 
then received an inspirational talk by our Minister. (Last year was an 
exception, in that we had arranged for the Minister’s contribution to be 
shorter and John Hickmore talked about the religions of India.) 
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This year we are devoting a significant part of the Annual Meeting to a 
forward-looking discussion in which everyone can take part, about how 
we share the Gospel. This item is being introduced partly because next 
year the Vision4Life initiative is about evangelism. However, a major 
catalyst was Kenton Church’s announcement to the Elders that he 
wanted to preach evangelically. You can imagine the unsaid reaction 
‘but our church doesn’t do evangelism!’ The outcome has been to agree 
that the whole church needs first to engage in a discussion about how we 
share the Gospel. 

Of course, we do evangelise already. The ARK leaders give devoted 
attention to leading our young people to an understanding of the Gospel 
message. And a thousand and one little things reflect our faith. The late 
Fred Bone was moved when he saw the attentiveness we give to our 
worship. Our HHI Christmas card combines a reminder of Christ’s 
coming, an invitation to join us, and our caring for those less fortunate 
than ourselves. In that sense we are already evangelists; and long may 
that continue. 

But the situation of the Church in this country now means that we have 
seriously to consider new ways of sharing the Gospel. We probably 
won’t go knocking uninvited on the doors of complete strangers. And we 
won’t debunk our history – we will continue our work with young 
people and our concerns for injustice in Palestine, etc., etc. Elsewhere in 
this Messenger, Kenton has provided the thoughts from his sermon on 
10th January. How can we face this challenge from God to write a new 
story? 

I’ll see you at the Annual Meeting on the 21st! 
 

REPORT ON WEEKLY OFFERINGS TO END JANUARY 
Offertories (Freewill envelopes plus loose offerings): £2,004.24 
Budgeted target for the year = £24,000 (figure shows we have achieved 
approximately 1 12th of our target) 
The Elders thank you for your continued support of the Church through 
your offerings. 
Balance in Communion Fund as at end of January = £436.24 
Thank you to all who contributed to our special Haiti Appeal.  The 
amount raised was £458.50, as advised via the notices, though we are 
aware that some people may have contributed directly. 
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You are invited to hear  
Richard Jones of Biblelands  

speak on  
the Forgotten Faithful: the Arab Church in Palestine, 
 on Wednesday 10 March, in the church at 7.45pm. 

Biblelands is the only UK charity which focuses wholly on supporting 
Christian ministry in the areas of healthcare, education and 
community development in the Middle East,  building on its 
distinguished 155-year history. At a time of poverty and many other 
difficulties suffered by disadvantaged people in the land where Jesus 
was born, Biblelands provides medical, psychological, social and 
cultural services to families in need, regardless of race, religion or 
cultural background. Richard Jones will just have returned from the 
Holy Land, and will have first hand information about the condition 
there at present.  His talk will be accompanied by a pictorial 
presentation.  

Light refreshments   Retiring collection 
 
�����������
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In spite of the failure of the Copenhagen Climate Summit, there are local 
initiatives to make a greener future possible.  A community-based 
'Greening Campaign' is being launched by Billericay Town Council to 
support 'small, inexpensive action' among local community groups.  A 
public meeting will take place on the evening of Tuesday, 23rd 
March at Emmanuel Church.  An Environment Day is also being 
arranged for Saturday 12th June 2010 at Sun Corner.  “Here, all 
community groups will be able to present and demonstrate their 
particular 'small action' chosen – hopefully in fun and innovative ways – 
showing their importance and their environmental benefits.” 
 

With this issue please find your sheet of information about our 
Debden Weekend in September, with booking details 

 
Need a piano? Zena Reubens wishes to find a new home for a modern 
Lindner upright piano, cost of transport to be born by new owner. If you 
are interested please ring her on 01268 750674. 
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‘Here we are just a few months into the Vision for Life year of Prayer, 
and already we are starting to think about next year’s theme of 
Evangelism.’ 
So said our Minister at the start of his own sermon based on the ‘Fishers 
of people’ reading (Luke 5: 1-11). 
This service was as the beginning of February, but it was not the first 
time the issue had been raised. At the CTB service Rev Macleod had 
reminded us of ‘The Great Commission’ Mat 28: 19 and a week earlier it 
was Kenton who started it (as Trevor put it) when he explored the 
evangelistic mission of John the Baptist.  
And there is more to come, as Evangelism is the topic for our 
forthcoming Church meeting (Mar 21). Some of us may not feel 
comfortable about this task. It has been said at Church Meetings that we 

don’t know how to go about it, the thinking 
being that to engage in evangelism requires us 
to dream up new initiatives to add to our 
already busy Church life. However, as Kenton 
concluded from his look at John the Baptist, 
perhaps we should be instead looking for the 
evangelistic opportunities within our existing 
Church life. 
The rest of this article picks up on some of the 
points in his sermon which led to that 
conclusion… 

 

Was John the Baptist an evangelist? 
In John’s gospel, John the Baptist is described as a man who…‘came as 
a witness to testify to the light, so that through him all might become 
believers. 
He was not himself the light; he came to bear witness to the light.’  
John 1:7-8 
Clearly John’s mission was to direct the people to Jesus, and what’s 
more he was successful at it – Matthew and Mark state that ‘everyone 
flocked to him from the both the countryside and the city’, where as 
Luke, perhaps more realistically, records that ‘crowds of people came 
out to be baptised’. 
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What was his mission? 
Mark 1: 4, 6 records ‘John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness 
proclaiming a baptism in token of repentance, for the forgiveness of 
sins…  John was dressed in a rough coat of camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt round his waist, and he fed on locusts and wild honey.’  It is perhaps 
descriptions like that, which are the source of our fear of evangelism; the 
idea of leaving our ‘comfort zone’ to carry out God’s work. 
But if so, we have misread the situation, because we did not start at the 
beginning, so our fear is misplaced. 
 
What example does John the Baptist set us? 
Let's go back to the beginning of his mission…Luke 3: 2, 3 – ‘During 
the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  
And he went all over the Jordan valley, proclaiming a baptism in token 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.’ 
The key phrase is…   ‘the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 
the wilderness’. John was already in the wilderness when his calling 
came. 
 
He did not take his message there as part of an outreach campaign.  
He presented the message from where he was. 
John had chosen a nomadic life in the wilderness for himself. His coat 
was of camel’s hair for practical reasons; its warmth essential for those 
cold nights.  
 
His seemingly strange diet of locusts and honey was perhaps just an 
example of what he could forage when out in the countryside. (When he 
came to a village he probably ate just the same as the locals.) 
So ‘when the word of God came to John’, God didn’t ask him to change 
his lifestyle but used him as and where he was. There is an added bonus 
here in that as John was already comfortable in his lifestyle he was able 
to focus on the message. This is indeed an encouragement to us as it 
shows that we need not make the task too difficult for ourselves - rather 
than devoting energy to trying to make new initiatives work, perhaps we 
should look for the opportunities for evangelism within our existing lives 
and our church life. 
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So where are the opportunities and what is our message? 
This is the question which will be discussed at our March Church 
meeting, and which we should consider most prayerfully in preparation 
for next year. Our message should (like John the Baptist's) direct people 
to Jesus, but the exact thrust of it should be right for the setting and 
activity through which it is presented.  
Evangelism doesn’t always have to be an ‘in your face’ challenge like a 
Billy Graham crusade, it is quite possible to present the Good News in a 
quiet way. 
After all when we consider John the Baptist, one surprising aspect of his 
mission is that he did not take his message to the people, but they came 
to him. 
We often talk of our church’s ‘strengths’ for example: our warm but 
orderly style of worship, our pastoral care, our outreach to Hillhouse 
Court, and our support 
for development causes 
abroad and issues of 
social justice at home. 
All these show Christian 
Love in action, a living 
Gospel that speaks of our 
Lord – we now need to 
work out how to make 
them better known, so 
that more people hear our 
message.                

Picture shows Colin Hunt with Jack at Hillhouse Court 
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Our Minister was invited to, and survived, a question and answer 
session with ARK members in January. Here are the questions, and 
the answers which he gave. 
 

We even hear that he's prepared to submit to another grilling 
sometime.  Brave chap! 
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What is the difference between Soul and Spirit? 
Very little difference, just remember our Soul or Spirit is the bit of us 
that makes us, us! 
Genesis chapter 2 verse 7 is a reminder that that God “breathes” 
(reSPIRation) us into life. 
 
Can you get beef, steak and pork in Heaven? 
Probably not, but if you can’t then you probably no longer have the 
desire for it either. But we don't really know what Heaven is going to be 
like. We might given a clue in Isaiah chapter 11 verse 6, a verse which 
is known as "The Peaceable Kingdom, where the carnivores are 
pictured living peaceably with the other animals. 
 

Why did you want to become a 
Minister? 
I have been a Minister since 
September 1995. I am not sure if 
it is something I felt that I wanted 
to do, more that it was something 
that I felt I should do. I had been 
a librarian in London, but was 
getting more and more involved 
in the local church, helping with 
Boys Brigade and leading 
prayers in church, then leading 
services, until I felt that being 

involved in Church was getting in the way of me being a 
librarian…..and then I felt being a librarian was getting in the way of 
me being full time at Church. So I had to retrain to be a minister. This 
took four years. Since then I have been a Minister for five years in 
Liverpool, had a year of further study in America and then spent five 
years working with churches in the North East of England, before 
coming here more than three years ago. 
 
 

Do you only work on Sunday? 
No, in addition to leading Services, there is the time needed for 
preparing services and there are many meetings. Also I visit people. 
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Do you know most of the people in the church? 
I know most of the people but not all as well as I might like 
 

Do you like being a Minister? 
Trevor asked ARK why do they think they would not want to be a 
Minister which got responses such as being scared of dropping babies at 
Christenings or that it would be boring because services are boring.  
Why might it be fun? Trevor asked – “Because of the unusual clothes 
that can be worn plus the free house called the Manse” 
Being a Minister gives me the time to read the Bible, to plan and to lead 
services and do teaching events.  It can sometimes be less enjoyable to 
take part in lengthy meetings. 
 

Have you ever doubted God or Jesus? 
No, I have always believed in God, and that Jesus existed but at times in 
my life I have thought it didn’t matter (particularly during my teenage 
years) 
 

Do you think it’s weird that people used to whip themselves in the 
olden days? 
Sometimes people would fast – it would help remind them of Jesus’ 30 
days in the desert.  Whipping was a reminder of the pain Jesus bore for 
us but it is extreme to do this and I do not think you should do so. 
 

Have you read the whole of the Bible?  
Yes, but not all of it recently, like most people there are bits I read more 
frequently than others. 
 

What is your favourite part of the Bible? 
I prefer the New Testament because it tells us of Jesus and I probably 
prefer the gospels to the letters.  My favourite gospel is John and my 
favourite letter is Romans.  My favourite books in the Old Testament are 
probably Genesis, Exodus and Job (why do bad things happen to good 
people) and Kings.  My favourite verse is Mark ch 10 v 45: “For the 
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” 
The kids then started a discussion that the birth of Jesus as told in Luke 
seems different from the version as told by Matthew  
 

Why did God call his son Jesus? 
Because Jesus (like Joshua) means “God saves.” 
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In January we welcomed two of the full-time team from School Ministry 
in Billericay, Jane Andrews and Mark Pape, to lead our worship 
 

There were 
smiles of 
recognition 
from some of 
the children in 
the 
congregation, 
who knew 
them well 
from their 
work in the 
schools.   
Jane and Mark 
reminded us 
that most schoolchildren these days do not come from a church 
background, so whatever they learn about the bible and Christianity, 
they get at school. 
We were challenged: 
Do we believe that we want the next generation to know the bible story? 
If so, we have to leave our familiar and comfortable churches. 
Evangelism means going where we don't want to go.  
We must stop empire building our churches as they are, and share our 
resources with the community outside.  
 

We should 'aim lower, and think smaller'. In case this might be 
misunderstood, it means we should direct our work to a younger age, 
and meet young children where they are at present, so that they may 
grow up with a knowledge of the Christian message.  
 
Pat Stockdale is our church representative on the very lively SMB and 
she'd be glad to talk to anybody who is interested in, or wishes to 
support, their work in any way, including much needed financial 
support.  
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Barry first played 
the organ here in 
1973, and 
thereafter he and I 
negotiated the best 
way to present the 
music to the great 
benefit of the 
worship of our 
church. On Sunday 
mornings he would 
slip into the front 
door, go straight up the stairs, place the blocks under the legs of the 
organ stool (he was a tall man), don his special organ shoes and start his 
first voluntary. Afterwards he would quietly slip out again, so that some 
members of the congregation scarcely knew the identity of the man who 
had been expertly accompanying our singing. 
 

His organist's pedigree was impressive. From early on in his life music 
was important to him. He could even boast that as a schoolboy in 
Worcester he had played the cathedral organ there, and as a teacher in 
training at St Luke's college, Exeter, he had also played the cathedral 
organ there. He met his wife Betty while serving as organist at St Luke's 
church, Wimbledon, and she sang in the choir. It was actually through 
Betty that he first came to play for us in our church – but that was way 
back in 1973, and he became a regular soon after that.  
 

Barry's musical precision and theoretical knowledge were very sound, 
and he was not content with the sloppy or second best. How many times 
have I suggested an odd or changed tune without carefully considering 
how it would go, only for Barry to put me right! Yet he never put 
himself forward to dictate. He was a modest and thoughtful man who 
always worked through gentle reason and persuasion. 
Barry was the son of a policeman and of a headmistress, but he went into 
teaching not from family pressure, but at the suggestion of a family 
friend who thought he was teacher material.  
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He had teaching posts in Wimbledon, Stanford-le-Hope and Basildon, 
before, in 1977, being appointed as Head of new school in Stanford-le-
Hope, which gradually developed into a full primary school, under his 
devoted guidance.  While there he trained school choirs which entered 
local festivals. He remained in this post until he retired in 1993, but then 
continued his involvement in children's education by serving as school 
governor of two Basildon schools.  
 

He was a man of several outside interests, one of which was genealogy, 
and not only his own family.  He read an article in our church magazine 
about the two Kluhts, father and son, who ministered here in the 19th 
century and are commemorated on a plaque in the church. This reminded 
him of a reference to a Kluht in a biography of an ancestor of his, and 
that started him off. Several months later, though I had no inkling of 
what he had been up to, he presented the church with a meticulously 
researched folder on these two men, and their family origins, and 
followed up the connection with another branch of the family, all 
documented with pages and pages of copies of birth and marriage 
certificates, and entries from a wide range of registers, and census 
records.  If you want to know who got married in St Martins in the 
Fields on 21 June 1762, and the connection between that and the Kluhts, 
it's all in the folder.  
 

Playing the organ was a great passion for Barry.  He cherished our 
organ, chivvied us when anything went wrong with it, until it was put 
right, and acted as a meticulous consultant, when it had a major 
overhaul. Our visiting American minister 3 years ago, Bob Riester, who 
also enjoys playing the organ, wanted to try ours, and with great 
courtesy, contacted Barry to get his permission. And wasn't that the right 
thing to do?! 
 

It was a great frustration to him when very sadly he became a victim of 
shingles and could no longer lift his arm to the manuals, or even play his 
piano at home.  This disability over the last three years deprived him of 
one of his great pleasures. This church owes him an enormous debt of 
gratitude for all his long service to us and to our worship. We extend our 
deepest sympathy to Betty, and to Helen and Alison in their sad loss.
 Robin Derbyshire 
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Our Assembly Moderator wore the small image of a shell round his neck 
when he spoke and preached to members of the 15 or so churches of the 
two local partnerships. It soon became apparent what this meant. The 
shell is a traditional symbol of pilgrimage, and this is what churches 
should be engaged in.  
 
John had little time for dwelling on the past.  Christian pilgrims should 
be activists for the coming kingdom of God, trying to anticipate what it 
may look like. We are not a conservation society, but rather God's 
Research and Development Unit, open to all the possibilities that God 
puts before us.  
 
He used the lectionary reading of the day, the temptations of Christ in 
the wilderness, to emphasise that God did not suggest to Jesus that he 
should go into the desert, but drove him there.  Jesus was not born with 
every aspect of his life, mission and his death known to him.  He had to 
seek a place apart, for a clarifying experience. We cannot become what 
God wants us to be, if we are forever busy. We are a people who must 
seek a destination, and not be content with where we are.  
 
His sermon followed an address and a question and answer session, in 
which he told us we were not 'on the back foot' defending ourselves 
against the secular society. Secularism is very equivocal about spiritual 
matters and we should confidently engage with it. It is not a 
disadvantage for the church (especially the URC) to be of several minds. 
On the contrary we can be an open book, showing an open door to those 
of many different views and temperaments.  
 
It is true that the URC hardly exists in the minds of the public and the 
media, but this can be an advantage for our mission. The more high 
profile churches are torn to shreds by the media whenever they show 
signs of internal disagreement. But the URC, like a  stealth aircraft, can 
work under the radar. It is effective because it does not attract attention 
for negative reasons.  
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Back to the image of pilgrimage.  In turn 
John Marsh presented each church with a 
scallop shell. These are often found with 
baptismal fonts, for scooping up the water, 
and a reminder that our baptism is the 
starting point of our pilgrimage of life 
towards its eternal destination in God's 
realm, through Christ.   
 

Simon Mynott received our shell to bring 
back to our church, and no doubt John 
Marsh's challenge will come with it.  
 

Is it coincidence that our Minister's letter 
this month deals with the same theme, and 
quotes Fred Kaan's hymn, with its line 'We 
go where he leads us'? 
�
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The Fellowship Group usually meets on the 2nd Thursday afternoon 
each month in the Mayflower Hall.  Two car outings have been planned 
for the coming summer - to Hyde Hall Gardens on 10th June and also on 
September 9th to Perrywood Garden Centre, Kelvedon where the 
cafeteria is run by Miriam, daughter of our late minister Arthur Young 
and his wife Mary, with afternoon tea at Wilkins Jam Factory, Tiptree.  
All friends are welcome.  Contact Charles Lodemore for full 
programme; offers of transport will be welcome.   
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At their February meeting, Alan Lough gave the Fellowship a talk with 
slides on the cruise that he and Dianne had been on to celebrate their 
Ruby Wedding.  They were fortunate to see both a small school of 
whales and then some dolphins as they cruised through the 
Mediterranean – to Malaga – and on into the Adriatic to Dubrovnic 
which had been badly affected by the Bosnian war, as had the town of 
Split they saw later, though to a lesser extent.  The canals and buildings 
of Venice were a beautiful port of call.  The ship made other stops on the 
way back.  Palma, Lisbon, and Vigo which is still a busy little fishing 
port.  We thank Alan for his interesting talk�
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We've invited Edward Plummer from Health Help International to come 
and speak to us on Wednesday 16 June about the work of HHI in India.  
 

A bit soon to be telling us this? 
 

The reason is that Edward would like to fill his car with items which will 
be useful for their work of HHI in Zambia, to be packed in a container to 
go to the Mission at Monze in Zambia. They are resourceful people and 
are very good at making use of good secondhand goods of all sorts.  
This is advance notice, so you can please look out any of the following 
items which you may have for Edward to take with him.  The list is not 
exhaustive, and if you have other ideas, please ask Margaret Dunn, who 
should be told of any offers you have as soon as possible.  
 

Thank you very much! 
 

1. Mobility aids of all sorts (crutches, wheelchairs, zimmer frames, 
walking sticks, etc) 

2. Long lengths of cotton (enough for a dress/suit) 
3. Shoes, and material for making shoes 
4. Sewing and Knitting machines – particularly non-electric ones. 
5. Computers (high spec and laptops in particular) 
6. Library books 
7. Tools (carpentry, welding) 
8. Office stationery 
9. Spectacles 
10. Wool 
11. Bicycles in good working order 
12. Manual typewriters 
13. Fans 
14. Floor tiles 
15. Workshop tools (injector nozzle tester, pipe bending machines, 

injector pump tester, etc 
16. Clinical drugs 
17. We can also turn printer cartridges (not Epson), old mobile phones, 

and foreign coins into cash. 
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On 24th January, our friend and former minister John Hickmore spoke of 
'Dick', an old man and non-church goer whom John had first met as a 
young minister in South Ockenden – he learned much from Dick.  John 
also quoted words to ponder on: “Joy is peace dancing, Peace is joy 
resting.” He linked this to words from Nehemiah 8.10: 'Joy in the Lord is 
your strength'.  
 
 

On 31st January, we welcomed Jane Andrews and Mark Pape from the 
Schools Ministry in Billericay (SMB) to lead our service.  As well as 
entertainingly presenting the Bible outline to us, they spoke of their 
work in sharing the Christian faith with young people in the schools of 
our town.**  
 
 

On 14th February, Muriel Lodemore had some disposable everyday items 
to throw in a bin – tissues, drink cans, batteries and so on.  But people 
are not 'disposable' like that, she said.  Each one of us is precious to God.  
Muriel chose the Superglue Song to remind us that we come in all 
shapes and sizes and with different experiences...:  “the love of God is 
the Superglue/That sticks us together/And makes us all one.” 
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Pastor Stan Portch has written to say that they only had to cancel one 
meeting in the snowy weather.  He gave some news of their fellowship.  
Many of us remember Stan Flack, who used to come across regularly for 
coffee with friends from the BEFC and drank this from a cup with a lid 
and a spout.  Stan always had a cheerful smile, but now is well into his 
90s and has recently gone into Oakland's care home in Basildon.  'Stan 
was a typical Essex countryman', Stan Portch has written. He also writes 
about the death of Vic, husband of one of their members Doreen 
Jennings, as well as the joyful arrival of a first grandchildren for another 
member, Ann Rees. We pray for the fellowship of this community of 
believers in Christ whose church is just across the road from our own in 
Chapel Street.   
 
 
,�,*#*� ."��##'� )�
Richard Jones of Biblelands will be speaking in our church on 10th 
March at 7.45 pm (see elsewhere in the magazine for full details).  If you 
are not able to hear Richard then, he will be speaking at the Evangelical 
Church on Wednesday, 7th July 2010.  Time???? Stan Portch writes that 
any friends from our church or other churches will be welcome to that 
meeting – or to any other of their meetings.    
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The Church of the Most Holy Redeemer began as a small chapel at St. 
Edith's Convent at 129 High Street Billericay.  It was blessed and 
opened on 13th September 1910 by Bishop Fenton, Auxiliary of 
Westminster.  Father John McGrath has been overseeing preparations for 
the Centenary year celebrations this year.  The highlight of the entire 
year will be the Centenary Mass on the anniversary date itself, Monday 
13th September, when the Rt. Rev. Thomas McMahon, Bishop of 
Brentwood, will preside alongside many former Parish clergy. 
(www.mostholyredeemer.org.uk for more details). We send greetings to 
our friends at the Most Holy Redeemer Church during their anniversary 
year. 
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The Calendar is published by Baptist, Methodist and United Reformed 
Churches “working together... to live out the gospel of Christ in church 
and society”. 
22 Feb – 7 Mar Fair Trade Fortnight www.fairtrade.org.uk 
5 March Women's World Day of Prayer www.wwdp-natcomm.org 
7 March Tear Fund Sunday www.tearfund.org 
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For some years now, Amos Trust based at All Hallows Church London 
Wall has worked with Umbotho Street Children in South Africa.  In the 
past year, they have sought sponsorship from David Beckham and 
BBC's Blue Peter programme and ordinary people including young 
people in this country to raise funds for the Street Child Football World 
Cup in Durban South Africa from 15-23 March 2010.  It is hoped that 
this international event will raise more funding for these deprived 
children and help to integrate them into families and into society.    
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Lent is popularly supposed to be a time when – even if we don't 
actually fast – we give up a little something... And yet that really puts 
the wrong perspective on Lent.  We are reminded in the weeks before 
Easter that Jesus gave up everything in human terms.  This was so 
much more than a tiny change of lifestyle.  Perhaps, if he was here 
today, Jesus would remind us that many people in this world spend 
most of their days, indeed much of their lives, fasting – because they 
simply do not have enough to eat.  In calling us to follow him, would 
he ask us where God's kingdom of justice for the poor and of peace is 
to be found. 
 

O Lord, 
Help us in this time of Lent to experience your presence in our lives.  
May we know what you are asking us to do.  Show us what we need to 
surrender in our daily living so that others may live too and that we 
may all enjoy the riches and blessedness of your kingdom.  Amen  
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Public figures often complain that what they say is taken out of context. 
This saying of Jesus, in reply to the criticism which bystanders made of 
the woman who 'wasted' a jar of precious ointment on anointing his feet,  
may fall into this category. Is poverty just a fact of life? 
 

Jesus came that all might have life and have it in all its fullness (John 
10:10). Life should be enjoyable, fulfilled, and free from the constant 
avoidable struggle with bad health. The government-ordered report 'Fair 
Society, Healthy Lives', just published, shows that the poor in this 
country not only die sooner, they also spend more of their lives with a 
disability, which the report calls 'an avoidable difference which is 
unacceptable and unfair'. While in affluent Kensington and Chelsea a 
man's life expectancy is 88 years, a few miles away in poorer North 
Kensington it is 71. The retirement age can't be raised to 68, because by 
this age three quarters of the country do not have a disability free life 
expectancy.  
  
Do the rich suffer an undue tax burden? Actually no. The poor pay a 
higher proportion of their income in tax than the rich – bearing in mind 
that though they may pay little in income tax, they are clobbered for tax 
on some essentials, which the richer can budget for and then have money 
over for non-essentials. An example is the person who has to pay for 
domestic fuel by meter which has a higher tariff than is applicable to the 
creditworthy direct debit customer. Or somebody whose washing 
machine has given up the ghost, and has to borrow at an exorbitant rate 
to replace this essential item. The report recommends that we should 
work to develop a minimum income standard which would be the lowest 
amount people can live on 'to enjoy a long, healthy life'. We are a long 
way from achieving this. 
 

As we approach an election, when there should be consensual discussion 
leading to sensible and just conclusions with practical outcomes, a 
slanging match breaks out. Emotive expressions such as 'death tax' cloud 
the difficult problem of how to support old age infirmity.  
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Or it's suggested that as good family nurture is the key to preventing 
youth delinquency and producing mature and economically productive 
adults, it follows that we should reward the married with a financial 
premium, while stable families of parents out of wedlock get less. Or we 
think we can cut crime simply by paying for more policeman and 
security cameras. But if politicians indulge in this superficial gesturing, 
it's because that is what we expect of them. To satisfy our personal wants 
and calm our fears, we make our political choices by choosing the most 
attractive looking packages as from a shop or catalogue. Are we 
consumers or members of a community? Are we too concerned with our 
own freedoms and happiness, and too little with those of others?  
 

The Christian gospel is about sharing, not just our resources, but also our 
insights and interests, to care for other people.  If we have the nous or 
the good fortune to accumulate riches, then God also gives us the 
discretion to decide how we can best use it. The laws of legal entitlement 
and property rights offer us little guidance about this. Good government 
benefits everyone, but so does a local community (or a church) of 
concerned workers for the common good. This is God's politics, and as a 
church we are called to speak for Him, and to make our choices in the 
light of the gospel. 
 

So as the election nears, let's bombard our candidates more with 
questions about sharing and caring, and less about positioning ourselves 
to the best material advantage. Creating a more equal society, with 
advantages for all, should surely be our aim.  
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CHURCH FLOWERS 
 March 7 Joyce Elliott 
  14 Angela Christian 
  21 Vacant 
  28 Janet Phillips 
 April 4 Easter 
 
 
 
 
Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall 

at 8.00pm, as follows:- 
 March 4 Janet & Peter Phillips – slides on Iceland, in the 
   Kathleen Martin Room 
  11 A.G.M. 
  18 Alan Hobbs (the Tea Man) and his wife showing 
   Slides about New England and beyond. 
  25 Valerie Forde speaking about ‘The Pelican Trust’ 
   and to receive our cheque. 
 April 01 No Meeting – Maundy Thursday 

Coffee Morning – 16th March 
 
 
 
 

The Messenger 
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the April issue by 
Sunday 14th March 2010.  Articles are welcome.  Please speak 
to Robin Derbyshire at any time about any proposal you have. 
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