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Picture of the Month

See a report on his visit to churches of the lacahs on page 17.
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During March all three congregations in this
pastorate — Ingatestone, Brentwood and
Billericay — will be holding their Annual Church
Meetings. One will occur on a weeknight
evening and two will take place on Sundays. In dmerch we will be
re-arranging all of the chairs in the church to sigp together, café-
style, meet together and eat lunch together (in d¢inder). In another
church we will conclude the meeting willight Prayer using subdued
lighting, sitting in semi-circle, following (morerdess) a set liturgy. In
the third congregation we’ll get the “official basiss” over with quickly
in order to have focused discussion on evangelisirhaw we might get
on with doing some. All three meetings, differemtform and focus as
they are, share a common three-fold structure. \Wlespend some time
looking back, some time considering where we ar® and some time
looking to the future.

This is given a poetic form by the hymn writer Frédan, a URC
Minister who died during this past year:

We pause to give thanks
and focus our thought
on how far our God

his people has brought.
We pause for affirming
our ‘Yes' to his call,
pursuing his future:

life’s fullness for all.

The future is here

as Christ sets us free;

we reach out in hope

for all that will be.

We go where he leads us,
to time’s furthest ends,



to share in his mission
as partners and friends.

We rise and we risk
the course he has set,
to care for our world,
a world of ‘not-yet’;

at one in the Spirit,
we follow Christ’'s way
and put into practice
God's future today.

Fred Kaan (1929-)
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It is good for us to pause, even in the midst bthed business of church
life, to give thanks. We did not get here just be basis of our own
efforts but because God allowed us to do so. Wenditddo it by
ourselves but in company with all of the othersGaoid’s people, present
and past.

It is good to be reminded that we can’t remain lstwontemplating the
glories of our past (which were not always as glasias we remember)
nor just hope that things will all turn out ok sorme in the future.

“The future is here” — we need to take a look atbus at what is going
on in the here and now and respond accordingly.

It is good to pause and contemplate, but not telhgaze. Fred Kaan’s
final verse calls us to action: “we rise and riskhere’s little point to all

these meetings (and | speak feelingly as the oatggm who to be at all
three!) if they don’t connect with action — praetiéollowing in Christ’s

way.

I look forward to seeing everyone at all of thessetings. | look forward
to sharing the food, the memories, the worship, prayer, the
conversation and the inspiration to get on withndoChrist's work
together, putting into practice God'’s future fortaday.

Trevor



CHURCH CALENDAR FOR March 2010

Wednesday 3 7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the KeghlMartin

Room
Thursday 4 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court
Friday 5 10.00am Women'’s World Day of Prayeervice at

St Mary Magdalen, High Street
Speaker: Revd Annabel Copeland

Saturday 6 9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the keathn
Martin Room, until 9.45am

SUNDAY 7 11.00am Sacrament of Holy Communion, led
by Revd John Hickmore

Wednesday 10 7.45pmThe Forgotten Faithful Richard Jones
of Biblelands will speak about the
Arab Church in Palestine, in our
church

Thursday 11 2.30pm Fellowship Group meets in the
Mayflower Hall
Revd Frances Drake: Pre-Easter

SUNDAY 14 11.00am Mothering Sunday Worship led by
Revd Trevor Jamison

Tuesday 16 7.45pm Worship Group at 15 Dedham Road

Wednesday 17 8.00pm CTB meeting at The Chridiiialk,
Queens Park

Thursday 18 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court
Saturday 20 10.30am Synod at Bishops Stortford

SUNDAY 21 11.00am All-age Sacrament of Holy
Communion, led by Revd Colin Hunt

SUNDAY 21 1.00pm Annual Meeting in Mayflower Hall



SUNDAY 21 5.00pm  Afternoon worship
at Brentwood URC, to which our
church is invited.

Conflict: Cain & Abel in Genesis 4

SUNDAY 28 11.00am Palm Sunday Festival service l&g
ARK

NOTES FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY — KEN WOODS |

Is history bunk?

Many years ago the debating society at my schablehdebate on Henry
Ford’s famous saying ‘history is bunk’. (Of coursg,the time | had no
idea | would be joining the company he founded.k Thotion was

proposed by one of the science teachers and opgosdedrstandably)
by the senior history teacher.

After a long and heated exchange between fanaticsdience on the
one side and for humanities on the other sideliitd a 8" former (year
11 in new money) called Llewellyn Lewis to pointtailnat science
versus humanities actually is a false dichotomyd Anerybody agreed
(although we still had a vote that followed seeaiines!)

A big part of our church life is about history Ja&erating anniversaries,
looking back with interest, or reflecting on lessdearned. But that
doesn’t mean that we have seen history as compefithgthe need for
change. Looking forward to the church’s Annual Niegt after
tea/coffee on ZLMarch, it is right that we remember what has gone
before. | know that many will be avidly reading th@09 reports to find
out what has been happening in parts of the chifecthat are unknown
to them.

Traditionally, the Annual Meeting has adopted teparts on our recent
history, heard about the election of Elders/reva@voffice holders, and
then received an inspirational talk by our Minist@rast year was an
exception, in that we had arranged for the Ministeontribution to be
shorter and John Hickmore talked about the relgyiminndia.)



This year we are devoting a significant part of Areual Meeting to a

forward-looking discussion in which everyone caketgart, about how
we share the Gospel. This item is being introdysadly because next
year the Vision4Life initiative is about evangelismowever, a major

catalyst was Kenton Church’s announcement to thaerkl that he

wanted to preach evangelically. You can imagine uhsaid reaction

‘but our church doesn’'t do evangelism!” The outcdmas been to agree
that the whole church needs first to engage irsaudision about how we
share the Gospel.

Of course, wedo evangelise already. The ARK leaders give devoted
attention to leading our young people to an undadihg of the Gospel
message. And a thousand and one little thingsctefler faith. The late
Fred Bone was moved when he saw the attentivenesgiwe to our
worship. Our HHI Christmas card combines a reminderChrist’s
coming, an invitation to join us, and our caring tbose less fortunate
than ourselves. In that sense we are already elstsgand long may
that continue.

But the situation of the Church in this country nowans that we have
seriously to consider new ways of sharing the Glosyye probably
won't go knocking uninvited on the doors of complstrangers. And we
won’'t debunk our history- we will continue our work with young
people and our concerns for injustice in Palesete, etc. Elsewhere in
this MessengerKenton has provided the thoughts from his sermion
10" January. How can we face this challenge from Godrite a new
story?

I'll see you at the Annual Meeting on the®21

REPORT ON WEEKLY OFFERINGS TO END JANUARY
Offertories (Freewill envelopes plus loose offeghg2,004.24
Budgeted target for the year£24,000(figure shows we have achieved
approximately 1 1% of our target)
The Elders thank you for your continued supporthef Church through
your offerings.

Balance in Communion Fund as at end of Janu&436.24

Thank you to all who contributed to our special tHAppeal. The
amount raised waf458.50 as advised via the notices, though we|are
aware that some people may have contributed djrectl
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You are invited to hear
Richard Jones of Biblelands
speak on
the Forgotten Faithful: the Arab Church in Palestine,
on Wednesday 10 March, in the church at 7.45pm.
Biblelands is the only UK charity which focuses Wh@n supporting
Christian ministry in the areas of healthcare, atioo and
community development in the Middle East, buildirg its
distinguished 155-year history. At a time of poyeahd many othe
difficulties suffered by disadvantaged people ia thnd where Jesys
was born, Biblelands provides medical, psycholdgisacial and
cultural services to families in need, regardleEsage, religion of
cultural background. Richard Jones will just hagtumed from the
Holy Land, and will have first hand information afbdhe condition
there at present. His talk will be accompanied dypictorial
presentation.
Light refreshments Retiring collection

-

In spite of the failure of the Copenhagen Climaten8it, there are local
initiatives to make a greener future possible. @mmunity-based
'‘Greening Campaign' is being launched by Billeridaywn Council to
support 'small, inexpensive action' among local mamity groups. A
public meeting will take place on the evening of Tesday, 2%
March at Emmanuel Church. An Environment Day is also being
arranged for Saturday $2June 2010 at Sun Corner. “Here, all
community groups will be able to present and dermates their
particular 'small action' chosen — hopefully in fumd innovative ways —
showing their importance and their environmentaldiés.”

With this issue please find your sheet of informatabout our
Debden Weekend in Septembemith booking details

Need a pianoZena Reubens wishes to find a new home for a modern
Lindner upright piano, cost of transport to be bbymew owner. If you
are interested please ring her on 01268 750674.



‘Here we are just a few months into the Vision kdfie year of Prayer,
and already we are starting to think about nextrgetheme of
Evangelism.’

So said our Minister at the start of his own serrbased on the ‘Fishers
of people’ readindLuke 5: 1-11).

This service was as the beginning of February,itowtas not the first
time the issue had been raised. At the CTB serRiee Macleod had
reminded us of ‘The Great Commission’ Mat 28: 18 arweek earlier it
was Kenton who started it (as Trevor put it) when dxplored the
evangelistic mission of John the Baptist.

And there is more to come, as Evangelism is thdctdpr our
forthcoming Church meeting (Mar 21). Some of us mmat feel
comfortable about this task. It has been said atr€€hMeetings that we
don’t know how to go about it, the thinking
being that to engage in evangelism requires us
to dream up new initiatives to add to our
already busy Church life. However, as Kenton
concluded from his look at John the Baptist,
perhaps we should be instead looking for the
evangelistic opportunitiesvithin our existing
Church life.

The rest of this article picks up on some of the
points in his sermon which led to that
conclusion...

Was John the Baptist an evangelist?

In John’s gospel, John the Baptist is described amn who...‘came as
a witness to testify to the light, so that througm all might become
believers.

He was not himself the light; he came to bear vgi$rte the light.’

John 1:7-8

Clearly John’s mission was to direct the peoplelésus, and what's
more he was successful at it — Matthew and Marte staat ‘everyone
flocked to him from the both the countryside and tity’, where as
Luke, perhaps more realistically, records thatwae of people came
out to be baptised'.



What was his mission?

Mark 1: 4, 6 records ‘John the Baptist appearedhi& wilderness
proclaiming a baptism in token of repentance, fog forgiveness of
sins... John was dressed in a rough coat of carhalis with a leather
belt round his waist, and he fed on locusts and fminey.” It is perhaps
descriptions like that, which are the source offear of evangelism; the
idea of leaving our ‘comfort zone’ to carry out Godork.

But if so, we have misread the situation, becauselm not start at the
beginning, so our fear is misplaced.

What example does John the Baptist set us?

Let's go back to the beginning of his mission...L#&ke2, 3 — ‘During
the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the wbr@od came to
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.

And he went all over the Jordan valley, proclaimabaptism in token
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.’

The key phrase is... ‘the word of God came to Jdmof Zechariah in
the wilderness’. John was already in the wildern@bgen his calling
came.

He did not take his message there as part of aramit campaign.

He presented the message from where he was.

John had chosen a nomadic life in the wildernesdifmself. His coat
was of camel’s hair for practical reasons; its wiiressential for those
cold nights.

His seemingly strange diet of locusts and honey perhaps just an
example of what he could forage when out in thentgside. (When he
came to a village he probably ate just the santbealcals.)

So ‘when the word of God came to John’, God didsk him to change
his lifestyle but used hiras andwherehe was. There is an added bonus
here in that as John was already comfortable idiflestyle he was able
to focus on the message. This is indeed an encowmeg to us as it
shows that we need not make the task too difficulburselves - rather
than devoting energy to trying to make new inities work, perhaps we
should look for the opportunities for evangelisnthivi our existing lives
and our church life.
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So where are the opportunities and what is our agps3

This is the question which will be discussed at darch Church

meeting, and which we should consider most prajferin preparation

for next year. Our message should (like John thati8&s) direct people
to Jesus, but the exact thrust of it should betrfgh the setting and
activity through which it is presented.

Evangelism doesn’t always have to be an ‘in youefahallenge like a
Billy Graham crusade, it is quite possible to pregsbe Good News in a
quiet way.

After all when we consider John the Baptist, ongssing aspect of his
mission is that he did not take his message t@éople, but they came
to him.

We often talk of our church’s ‘strengths’ for exdepour warm but

orderly style of worship, our pastoral care, outreach to Hillhouse

Court, and our suppor
for development causes
abroad and issues of
social justice at home
All these show Christian
Love in action, a living
Gospel that speaks of ou
Lord — we now need to
work out how to make
them Dbetter known, sa
that more people hear ou
message.

-

-

Picture shows Colin Hunt with Jack at Hillhouse @ou

! #

Our Minister was invited to, and survived, a quesitbn and answer
session with ARK members in January. Here are the upstions, and
the answers which he gave.

We even hear that he's prepared to submit to anothegrilling
sometime. Brave chap!
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What is the difference between Soul and Spirit?

Very little difference, just remember our Soul @irfs is the bit of us
that makes us, us!

Genesis chapter 2 verse 7 is a reminder that that Goreathes”
(reSPIRation) us into life.

Can you get beef, steak and pork in Heaven?

Probably not, but if you can’t then you probably lomger have the
desire for it either. But we don't really know wliégaven is going to be
like. We might given a clue in Isaiah chapter 1isee5, a verse which
is known as "The Peaceable Kingdom, where the vares are
pictured living peaceably with the other animals.

Why did you want to become a
Minister?

| have been a Minister since
September 1995. | am not sure if
it is something | felt that | wanted
to do, more that it was something
that | felt | should do. | had been
a librarian in London, but was
getting more and more involved
in the local church, helping with
Boys Brigade and leading
prayers in church, then leading
services, until | felt that being
involved in Church was getting in the way of mengeia
librarian.....and then | felt being a librarian watging in the way of
me being full time at Church. So | had to retraonbe a minister. This
took four years. Since then | have been a Minigterfive years in
Liverpool, had a year of further study in Americadathen spent five
years working with churches in the North East ofgland, before
coming here more than three years ago.

Do you only work on Sunday?
No, in addition to leading Services, there is tlmet needed for
preparing services and there are many meeting® IAlssit people.

12



Do you know most of the people in the church?
| know most of the people but not all as well agdht like

Do you like being a Minister?

Trevor asked ARK why do they think they would namwto be a
Minister which got responses such as being scdrddpping babies at
Christenings or that it would be boring becausevises are boring.
Why might it be fun? Trevor asked — “Because of whesual clothes
that can be worn plus the free house called thesklan

Being a Minister gives me the time to read theditd plan and to lead
services and do teaching events. It can sometiedsss enjoyable to
take part in lengthy meetings.

Have you ever doubted God or Jesus?

No, | have always believed in God, and that Jesistesl but at times in
my life | have thought it didn’t matter (particulgrduring my teenage
years)

Do you think it's weird that people used to whip tlemselves in the
olden days?

Sometimes people would fast — it would help rerttiech of Jesus’ 30
days in the desert. Whipping was a reminder ofptia Jesus bore for
us but it is extreme to do this and | do not thyok should do so.

Have you read the whole of the Bible?
Yes, but not all of it recently, like most peopleré are bits | read more
frequently than others.

What is your favourite part of the Bible?

| prefer the New Testament because it tells usesifisl and | probably
prefer the gospels to the letters. My favouritsp is John and my
favourite letter is Romans. My favourite book#hie Old Testament are
probably Genesis, Exodus and Job (why do bad thwaggen to good
people) and Kings. My favourite verse is Mark €hvi45: “For the
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve agivé his life as a
ransom for many.”

The kids then started a discussion that the birtlesus as told in Luke
seems different from the version as told by Matthew

Why did God call his son Jesus?
Because Jesus (like Joshua) means “God saves.”

13



$ % &

In January we welcomed two of the full-time teaonirSchool Ministry
in Billericay, Jane Andrews and Mark Pape, to leadworship

There were
smiles of
recognition
from some of
the children in
the
congregation,
who knew
them well
from their
work in the
schools.

Jane and Mark
reminded us
that most schoolchildren these days do not comme &a@hurch
background, so whatever they learn about the kildeChristianity,
they get at school.

We were challenged:

Do we believe that we want the next generatiomimvnkthe bible story?
If so, we have to leave our familiar and comforéatthurches.
Evangelism means going where we don't want to go.

We must stop empire building our churches as tley and share our
resources with the community outside.

We should 'aim lower, and think smaller'. In ca$gés tmight be
misunderstood, it means we should direct our worla tyounger age,
and meet young children where they are at presenthat they may
grow up with a knowledge of the Christian message.

Pat Stockdale is our church representative on g Vively SMB and
she'd be glad to talk to anybody who is interestedor wishes to
support, their work in any way, including much regdfinancial
support.
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Barry first played
the organ here in
1973, and
thereafter he and |
negotiated the best
way to present the
music to the great
benefit of the
worship of our
church. On Sunday
mornings he would
slip into the front
door, go straight up the stairs, place the blodkdeu the legs of the
organ stool (he was a tall man), don his specgdmishoes and start his
first voluntary. Afterwards he would quietly sliutagain, so that some
members of the congregation scarcely knew the iifenit the man who
had been expertly accompanying our singing.

His organist's pedigree was impressive. From eanlyn his life music

was important to him. He could even boast that asclzoolboy in

Worcester he had played the cathedral organ tlageck,as a teacher in
training at St Luke's college, Exeter, he had g@ksyed the cathedral
organ there. He met his wife Betty while servingoeganist at St Luke's
church, Wimbledon, and she sang in the choir. & a&etually through

Betty that he first came to play for us in our aiur but that was way
back in 1973, and he became a regular soon ater th

Barry's musical precision and theoretical knowlesgge very sound,
and he was not content with the sloppy or secostl bBlow many times
have | suggested an odd or changed tune withoefutlyr considering

how it would go, only for Barry to put me right! ¥Yd&e never put
himself forward to dictate. He was a modest andightful man who

always worked through gentle reason and persuasion.

Barry was the son of a policeman and of a headesistibut he went into
teaching not from family pressure, but at the sstige of a family

friend who thought he was teacher material.
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He had teaching posts in Wimbledon, Stanford-le¢dapd Basildon,
before, in 1977, being appointed as Head of newddnh Stanford-le-
Hope, which gradually developed into a full primaghool, under his
devoted guidance. While there he trained schoolrghwhich entered
local festivals. He remained in this post untilrb@red in 1993, but then
continued his involvement in children's educatignserving as school
governor of two Basildon schools.

He was a man of several outside interests, onehathawvas genealogy,
and not only his own family. He read an articleour church magazine
about the two Kluhts, father and son, who ministenere in the 19
century and are commemorated on a plaque in thelthihis reminded
him of a reference to a Kluht in a biography ofatestor of his, and
that started him off. Several months later, tholidgiad no inkling of
what he had been up to, he presented the chur¢hawviheticulously
researched folder on these two men, and their yamilgins, and
followed up the connection with another branch bé tfamily, all
documented with pages and pages of copies of lanth marriage
certificates, and entries from a wide range of stys, and census
records. If you want to know who got married in Ngartins in the
Fields on 21 June 1762, and the connection betiWeerand the Kluhts,
it's all in the folder.

Playing the organ was a great passion for Barrye dHerished our
organ, chivvied us when anything went wrong withumtil it was put
right, and acted as a meticulous consultant, whehad a major
overhaul. Our visiting American minister 3 year®,aBob Riester, who
also enjoys playing the organ, wanted to try ouwmsd with great
courtesy, contacted Barry to get his permissiord wasn't that the right
thing to do?!

It was a great frustration to him when very sadtyblecame a victim of

shingles and could no longer lift his arm to thends, or even play his

piano at home. This disability over the last thyears deprived him of

one of his great pleasures. This church owes hireremmmous debt of

gratitude for all his long service to us and to warship. We extend our

deepest sympathy to Betty, and to Helen and Alisotheir sad loss.
Robin Derbyshire
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Our Assembly Moderator wore the small image ofellsiound his neck
when he spoke and preached to members of the 4& dnurches of the
two local partnerships. It soon became apparent whs meant. The
shell is a traditional symbol of pilgrimage, andstlis what churches
should be engaged in.

John had little time for dwelling on the past. Stan pilgrims should
be activists for the coming kingdom of God, tryiteganticipate what it
may look like. We are not a conservation societyt tather God's
Research and Development Unit, open to all theipitites that God
puts before us.

He used the lectionary reading of the day, the tatigqms of Christ in
the wilderness, to emphasise that God did sugijgestto Jesus that he
should go into the desert, bditove him there. Jesus was not born with
every aspect of his life, mission and his deathvkmto him. He had to
seek a place apart, for a clarifying experience. dMenot become what
God wants us to be, if we are forever busy. Weaapeople who must
seek a destination, and not be content with wherans.

His sermon followed an address and a question asdex session, in
which he told us we were not 'on the back footedding ourselves
against the secular society. Secularism is veryveqal about spiritual
matters and we should confidently engage with fit.id not a

disadvantage for the church (especially the URQ)et@f several minds.
On the contrary we can be an open book, showingpan door to those
of many different views and temperaments.

It is true that the URC hardly exists in the mirmmighe public and the
media, but this can be an advantage for our missitve more high
profile churches are torn to shreds by the medianshier they show
signs of internal disagreement. But the URC, likestaalth aircraft, can
work under the radar. It is effective because #gnot attract attention
for negative reasons.
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Back to the image of pilgrimage. In turn
John Marsh presented each church wit
scallop shell. These are often found with
baptismal fonts, for scooping up the water,
and a reminder that our baptism is the
starting point of our pilgrimage of lif
towards its eternal destination in God's
realm, through Christ.

Simon Mynott received our shell to brin
back to our church, and no doubt John
Marsh's challenge will come with it.

Is it coincidence that our Minister's letter
this month deals with the same theme,
quotes Fred Kaan's hymn, with its line '
go where he leads us'?

. % " %% .S #

The Fellowship Group usually meets on tH& Phursday afternoop
each month in the Mayflower Hall. Two car outirgs/e been planned
for the coming summer - to Hyde Hall Gardens ofi lhe and also op
September © to Perrywood Garden Centre, Kelvedon where |t
cafeteria is run by Miriam, daughter of our latenisier Arthur Young
and his wife Mary, with afternoon tea at Wilkingnd&actory, Tiptree
All friends are welcome. Contact Charles Lodemdoz full
programme; offers of transport will be welcome.

& % $

At their February meeting, Alan Lough gave the éw#hip a talk with
slides on the cruise that he and Dianne had beeto @elebrate their
Ruby Wedding. They were fortunate to see both allsechool of
whales and then some dolphins as they cruised dhrothe
Mediterranean — to Malaga — and on into the Adriati Dubrovnic
which had been badly affected by the Bosnian wahad the town of
Split they saw later, though to a lesser exterite Ganals and buildings
of Venice were a beautiful port of call. The shipde other stops on the
way back. Palma, Lisbon, and Vigo which is stilbasy little fishing
port. We thank Alan for his interesting talk
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We've invited Edward Plummer from Health Help Intgional to come
and speak to us on Wednesday 16 June about theoivbiikl in India.

A bit soon to be telling us this?

The reason is that Edward would like to fill his @ath items which will

be useful for their work of HHI in Zambia, to becgad in a container to

go to the Mission at Monze in Zambia. They are weseful people and
are very good at making use of good secondhandsgafoall sorts.
This is advance notice, so you can please lookanytof the following
items which you may have for Edward to take wittnhiThe list is not
exhaustive, and if you have other ideas, pleasévasgaret Dunn, who
should be told of any offers you have as soon asiple.

Thank you very much!

1.

Mobility aids of all sorts (crutches, wheelclsazimmer frames,
walking sticks, etc)

Long lengths of cotton (enough for a dress/suit)

Shoes, and material for making shoes

Sewing and Knitting machines — particularly redeetric ones.
Computers (high spec and laptops in particular)

Library books

Tools (carpentry, welding)

Office stationery

Spectacles

Wool

Bicycles in good working order

Manual typewriters

Fans

Floor tiles

Workshop tools (injector nozzle tester, pipadieg machines,
injector pump tester, etc

Clinical drugs

We can also turn printer cartridges (not Epsola) mobile phones,
and foreign coins into cash.
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On 24" January, our friend and former minister John Hiokenspoke of
'Dick’, an old man and non-church goer whom Joluh firat met as a
young minister in South Ockenden — he learned nfitgsh Dick. John
also quoted words to ponder on: “Joy is peace dgndPeace is joy
resting.” He linked this to words from Nehemiah@.Doy in the Lord is
your strength'.

On 37" January, we welcomed Jane Andrews and Mark Pape tihe
Schools Ministry in Billericay (SMB) to lead ourrsee. As well as
entertainingly presenting the Bible outline to tisey spoke of their
work in sharing the Christian faith with young p&om the schools of
our town.**

On 14" February, Muriel Lodemore had some disposableyeagritems
to throw in a bin — tissues, drink cans, batteard so on. But people
are not 'disposable’ like that, she said. Eachobnes is precious to God.
Muriel chose the Superglue Song to remind us thatcame in all
shapes and sizes and with different experiencethe love of God is
the Superglue/That sticks us together/And makesl use.”
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Pastor Stan Portch has written to say that they batl to cancel one
meeting in the snowy weather. He gave some newiseaf fellowship.
Many of us remember Stan Flack, who used to comesacegularly for
coffee with friends from the BEFC and drank thisnfra cup with a lid
and a spout. Stan always had a cheerful smilentwtis well into his
90s and has recently gone into Oakland's care horBasildon. 'Stan
was a typical Essex countryman’, Stan Portch hagewrHe also writes
about the death of Vic, husband of one of their iper® Doreen
Jennings, as well as the joyful arrival of a fgsandchildren for another
member, Ann Rees. We pray for the fellowship o tbtommunity of
believers in Christ whose church is just acrossdlael from our own in
Chapel Street.

LLHEOTHH)

Richard Jones of Biblelands will be speaking in ehurch on 18
March at 7.45 pm (see elsewhere in the magazinefatetails). If you
are not able to hear Richard then, he will be sipga&t the Evangelical
Church on Wednesday" duly 2010. Time???? Stan Portch writes that
any friends from our church or other churches Wwél welcome to that
meeting — or to any other of their meetings.

W #aEH (O (

The Church of the Most Holy Redeemer began as #d shepel at St.
Edith's Convent at 129 High Street Billericay. was blessed and
opened on 1B September 1910 by Bishop Fenton, Auxiliary of
Westminster. Father John McGrath has been ovegeeeparations for
the Centenary year celebrations this year. Thaéligigt of the entire
year will be the Centenary Mass on the anniverdatg itself, Monday
13" September, when the Rt. Rev. Thomas McMahon, Bisbb
Brentwood, will preside alongside many former Hariglergy.
(www.mostholyredeemer.org.ukr more details). We send greetings to
our friends at the Most Holy Redeemer Church dutivr anniversary
year.
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The Calendar is published by Baptist, Methodist @inited Reformed
Churches “working together... to live out the gdsgeChrist in church
and society”.
22 Feb — 7 Mar Fair Trade Fortnightvw.fairtrade.org.uk
5 March  Women's World Day of Pray@ww.wwdp-natcomm.org
7 March  Tear Fund Sundayww.tearfund.org
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For some years now, Amos Trust based at All Hall@ksirch London

Wall has worked with Umbotho Street Children in BoAfrica. In the

past year, they have sought sponsorship from D&edkham and
BBC's Blue Peter programme and ordinary peopleudioh young
people in this country to raise funds for the St@keild Football World
Cup in Durban South Africa from 15-23 March 2010.is hoped that
this international event will raise more fundingr fthese deprived

children and help to integrate them into familieg &to society.

"4 /25 79 67164

Lent is popularly supposed to be a time when — efeme don't

actually fast — we give up a little something...dAyet that really put$

the wrong perspective on Lent. We are remindetthenweeks befor
Easter that Jesus gave up everything in human teririgs was sd
much more than a tiny change of lifestyle. Perhapbe was herg
today, Jesus would remind us that many people i world spend
most of their days, indeed much of their livestifas— because the
simply do not have enough to eat. In calling u$ottow him, would
he ask us where God's kingdom of justice for ther @md of peace i
to be found.

O Lord,

Help us in this time of Lent to experience yourgemce in our lives.

May we know what you are asking us to do. Showhiat we need t(
surrender in our daily living so that others maselitoo and that w
may all enjoy the riches and blessedness of yogdam. Amen

\*4
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Public figures often complain that what they sataleen out of context.

This saying of Jesus, in reply to the criticism ethbystanders made of
the woman who 'wasted' a jar of precious ointmenamointing his feet,

may fall into this category. Is poverty just a fatlife?

Jesus came that all might have life and have dllints fullness (John
10:10). Life should be enjoyable, fulfilled, andedr from the constant
avoidable struggle with bad health. The governnoedéred report 'Fair
Society, Healthy Lives', just published, shows tktz poor in this
country not only die sooner, they also spend méréhair lives with a
disability, which the report calls 'an avoidabldfaetence which is
unacceptable and unfair'. While in affluent Kensomgand Chelsea a
man's life expectancy is 88 years, a few miles awapoorer North
Kensington it is 71. The retirement age can't limechto 68, because by
this age three quarters of the country do not readsability free life
expectancy.

Do the rich suffer an undue tax burden? Actually Tibe poor pay a
higher proportion of their income in tax than thehr— bearing in mind

that though they may pay little in income tax, tlaeg clobbered for tax
on some essentials, which the richer can budgetrfdrthen have money
over for non-essentials. An example is the persbo Was to pay for

domestic fuel by meter which has a higher tariffritis applicable to the
creditworthy direct debit customer. Or somebody seénowashing

machine has given up the ghost, and has to bort@m axorbitant rate
to replace this essential item. The report recontmehat we should
work to develop a minimum income standard which iidoe the lowest

amount people can live dto enjoy a long, healthy lifeWe are a long

way from achieving this.

As we approach an election, when there should hearsual discussion
leading to sensible and just conclusions with jpcattoutcomes, a
slanging match breaks out. Emotive expressions asctieath tax' cloud
the difficult problem of how to support old ageiindity.
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Or it's suggested that as good family nurture & khy to preventing
youth delinquency and producing mature and ecoralipiproductive

adults, it follows that we should reward the matrigith a financial

premium, while stable families of parents out ofleek get less. Or we
think we can cut crime simply by paying for moreliggman and

security cameras. But if politicians indulge instlsiuperficial gesturing,
it's because that is what we expect of them. Tisfgaiur personal wants
and calm our fears, we make our political choicggHhoosing the most
attractive looking packages as from a shop or cgtel. Are we

consumers or members of a community? Are we toceroied with our
own freedoms and happiness, and too little witls¢haf others?

The Christian gospel is about sharing, not justresources, but also our
insights and interests, to care for other peopfewe have the nous or
the good fortune to accumulate riches, then God glises us the
discretion to decide how we can best use it. Tivs laf legal entitlement
and property rights offer us little guidance abttis. Good government
benefits everyone, but so does a local communitya(achurch) of
concerned workers for the common good. This is &pdlitics, and as a
church we are called to speak for Him, and to makechoices in the
light of the gospel.

So as the election nears, let's bombard our catedidemore with
guestions about sharing and caring, and less glmsitioning ourselves
to the best material advantage. Creating a morelespciety, with
advantages for all, should surely be our aim.
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CHURCH FLOWERS

March 7  Joyce Elliott
14  Angela Christian
21 Vacant
28 Janet Phillips
April 4  Easter

Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall
at 8.00pm, as follows:-

March 4  Janet & Peter Phillips — slides on IceJandhe
Kathleen Martin Room
11 A.G.M.

18 Alan Hobbs (the Tea Man) and his wife showing
Slides about New England and beyond.
25 Valerie Forde speaking about ‘The PelicanfTrus
and to receive our cheque.
April 01 No Meeting — Maundy Thursday
Coffee Morning — 16 March

The Messenger
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the |Apsue by
Sunday 14" March 2010 Articles are welcome. Please speak
to Robin Derbyshire at any time about any propgsalhave.
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