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Richard Jones of 
Biblelands shows an 

olivewood crib sold by a 
Bethlehem woman whose 
house is now surrounded 

on three sides by the 
wall. The wall cuts off the 

nativity scene from the 
outside world, but can be 

removed, as one day it 
surely will be.  

(See page 16)  
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Jesus never said, “Blessed are the flexible for 
they shall not snap”, though I sometimes wish 
that he had done so. Nor, in the interests of 
balanced reporting, did Jesus ever say, “Woe 
unto you who are infinitely flexible for you lack 
backbone” but it might sometimes be a good 
warning to receive. How do we find the right 

balance in being a church in the early twenty-first century? When I was a 
child the prospect of the twenty-first century was the stuff of science 
fiction, though now we are here I don’t think that the twenty-first 
century church feels particularly futuristic. 
 

Of course congregations have changed. After hundreds of years of 
congregational life I don’t suppose anyone thinks everything will be just 
the same or wants us to be doing everything the way they did it in 
seventeenth, eighteenth or nineteenth centuries (though some of us may 
harbour a nostalgic desire to return to church as we knew it in the mid-
twentieth century). In our own lifetimes our congregations have changed 
and developed, which is good news as most things that don’t are lifeless. 
So, for example, we worship using different hymnbooks than those from 
even twenty years ago and although many of the hymns we sing came 
from long before others that are of a distinctly more recent vintage. 
These days, as we worship we sit on padded seats rather than wooden 
pews and our hearing is aided by a sound system that those who first 
formed the congregation could not even have dreamed about. 
 

One strain upon us is that although we have changed and are developing 
as a congregation that rate of change seems slow in comparison to the 
rate of change in the rest of the world in which we live; technological 
change like air travel, computers and the internet; social change in the 
variety of family structures; religious change, with churches, ours 
included, much less prominent in the life of our society. It is important 
that as a church we get the balance right in responding to the changes in 
the part of the world where we live so that we are still relevant to that 
place and to the people who live there; 
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people with whom we can share our faith, hopefully in language that 
makes sense to them as well as us. 
 

Getting the balance right is not easy. One thoughtful worshipper in a 
URC congregation that I know observed that most of the sermons he 
heard week by week from a variety of preachers fell into one of two 
types: 
 

TYPE 1. The world has changed radically but this congregation has not. 
Therefore, in order to be faithful to Christ, we must change the way we 
do everything in the life of the church so as to more relevantly share 
the Gospel with others. 
 

Or 
 

TYPE 2. The world has changed radically but this congregation has not. 
Therefore, in order to be faithful to Christ, we must resist the temptation 
to change anything in the life of the church so that we continue to 
distinctively demonstrate the Gospel to others. 
 

(He tells me that my sermons are harder to categorise which I hope is 
meant as a compliment.) 
 

In a congregation it is never easy to discern where we should try to 
position ourselves between these two extremes, seeking change or 
maintaining continuity. The answer will vary according to the particular 
situation. Also, as with any group of people, what seems right to one 
person may not seem like such a good idea to another. We need to be in 
an ongoing conversation about how we stay true to our faith; worship in 
a way that makes sense to us and our experiences yet speaks to others 
who have not been socialised into the particular (and peculiar?) ways our 
congregation works. This offers us all an opportunity and possibly a 
challenge. We have the opportunity to play a significant part simply by 
turning up to worship: never underestimate how much you can 
contribute by encouraging others by your presence.  And the challenge is 
to offer a genuine welcome to any visitors, so that they know there is a 
Christian congregation here that will welcome them should they come 
again or ever wish to become part of its ongoing life. 
 Trevor 
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Thursday   1 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  

Thursday   1   6.30pm Billericay Youth Choir concert in our 
church (ends at 7.30pm) 

Thursday    1   8.00pm Maundy Service Meal in the 
Mayflower Hall led by Revd Trevor  
Jamison 

Friday   2 10.30am Good Friday United Worship at the 
Methodist Church (Preacher: 
Revd Trevor Jamison) followed by the 
CTB Walk of Witness 

Saturday   3   9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the Kathleen 
Martin Room, until 9.45am  

SUNDAY   4 11.00am Easter Day Communion service, led 
by Revd John Hickmore 

SUNDAY   4   2.45pm Easter Day service at Mountnessing 
Court, led by Revd Colin Hunt 

Thursday   8  Trip to Neasden Temple (seats all allocated) 

Saturday  10   9.30am Charities Table Sale 

SUNDAY 11  11.00am Morning Worship led by Margaret & 
Robin Derbyshire + Mr Simon 
Houlton 

Wednesday 14   7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the Kathleen Martin 
Room  

Thursday 15   2.30pm  Fellowship Group meets in the 
Mayflower Hall 
Sue Reading: Coastwatch 

SUNDAY 18 11.00am All-age Sacrament of Holy 
Communion including induction of 
Elders, led by Revd Trevor Jamison 
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SUNDAY 18   5.00pm Afternoon worship at Brentwood 
URC - our church is invited. 
Flood: The Ark in Genesis 6 - 8 

Thursday 22 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  

SUNDAY 25 11.00am Morning Worship led by Mr Peter 
Brierley 

Thursday 29 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  
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What the Elders did! 
There has been a big gap between the October Church Meeting and the 
Annual Meeting on 21st March. But the Elders have not been idle in the 
intervening period. At their monthly meetings they have been preparing 
for 2010 in a number of ways: 

Vision4Life year of prayer 
Following the after-church event led by our Minister on 24th January, the 
Elders agreed to distribute the booklet introduced then – one for each 
family. (What! – you haven’t received yours? See one of your District 
Elders!) Whether to have another prayer-related event later this year will 
be considered by Elders in July, when they also plan to have Prayer 
Fellowship on the agenda. 

Young People’s work 
You already know quite a lot about seeking a dedicated ARK worker for 
Sunday mornings, as this was the subject of an item in the 2010 budget 
tabled at the 31st January Special Church Meeting. The Elders will 
follow up with a detailed review of Young People’s work at their April 
meeting. 
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Small Groups 
A more detailed look at Small Groups is scheduled for October Elders 
and November Church Meeting. An interim report showed that 26 
persons have been involved in the 4 groups.   

The Thursday evening group is the most varied, building fellowship 
around people with different approaches to spirituality. Their programme 
has included a session in candlelight, just talking. Some of the group 
visited Brentwood URC to experience Sacred Space. 5. 

Use of material from the Minister has varied. The Monday morning 
group, which has aimed to meet fortnightly, has been grateful for 
Trevor’s notes. The Tuesday evening group, the smallest, has also 
appreciated Trevor’s support. 

The Wednesday afternoon group has been going for 11 years and is 
therefore very experienced in generating their own programme, 
including visits to nearby churches. 

Safe Church 
As trustees, the Elders have conducted their annual review of the Child 
Protection policy and procedures, and health and safety practices.  

Equal opportunities have been discussed, with a few questions for May 
Church Meeting. In reviewing hall letting policy, we have marginally 
relaxed the alcohol policy. Alcohol will be allowed for family groups 
such as those celebrating anniversaries or weddings. The alcohol aspect 
must be intended as low-key in the context of the event.   

A start has been made to plug the gap in our Safe Church procedures – a 
policy for vulnerable adults. Your Secretary has summarized the 
contents of seven books of guidance from local authorities and the wider 
church that together totaled 309 pages. A task group of 4 are working to 
produce a manageable package to work with. We are not proposing to 
fill the Safe Church representative vacancy until we have figured out 
how our vulnerable adult procedures should work. 

Other 
With all the attention on the trees, it may have been overlooked that 
Alan is investigating the possibility of a grant from Pitsea Cleanaway 
towards replacing the hall ceiling tiles. 
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Elders have spent time thinking about the caring approach that is best 
when visiting.  

The Communications task group should be back for May Church 
Meeting. 

Also at May Church Meeting, we shall be considering 2010 Christmas 
arrangements. Is a Sunday afternoon still the best time for our Carol 
Service? How (if at all) should our usual arrangements change because 
Boxing Day is a Sunday?  
 

���	 ��%��&	��'���	������
�	

News from our AGM on 21 March: Church Meeting elected Margaret 
Hatchard and Dennis Jordan to a further three years on the Serving 
Eldership. We pray for those who share in the leadership of the church 
and in the work of caring for our church community.  
 

REPORT ON WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
for 2010 - UP TO END FEBRUARY 

Offertories (Freewill envelopes plus loose offerings): £4,345.94 
Budgeted target for the year = £24,000 
(figure shows we have achieved just over 2 x 12ths of our target) 
Balance in Communion Fund as at end of February = £462.24 
Total Gift Day receipts as at end of February = £2,745. 
The Elders thank you for all your continuing support. 

	
���	��#	(�()���	��*����&�	�*�����	 +�
'	
On 20 March five of our ARK members took part in a young people's 
Synod which ran parallel to the deliberations of the other Synod. At the 
end they took part in the act of worship, and presented their ideas to a 
full session.  Their theme was 'What our Church should be like'.  Their 
immediate answers were that the chairs should be armchairs, and that 
each worshipper should be provided with a touch screen, to be able to 
access prayers and scripture. They wrote and took part in a play, and 
Lucy, on their behalf, presented their report to Synod. It emphasised the 
need for fun, joy and celebration in our services.  Congratulations to 
Lucy, Charlotte, Lillie, Cara and Joshua for making such an impact on 
the day.  
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When Peggy Nisbet passed away on 2nd of February, the story of the 
Nisbets of Great Blunts reached a conclusion.  It began in 1886 when 
Robert Nisbet, his wife Maggie and their four children travelled from 
Linlithgow, just south of the River Forth, on a specially hired train. They 
brought with them all their household goods, their farming equipment 
and their livestock, and arrived at Ingatestone station, from where they 
walked the three miles across the countryside to become tenants of Lord 
Petre at Great Blunts farm. It stands some two miles north of the then 
small town of Billericay.  The deal is said  to have been done on the 
benches of the House of Lords, no less, where the Scottish Laird, Lord 
Rowallan complained of having too many farmers wanting tenancies, 
while Lord Petre of Essex had too few.  There are still farmers of 
Scottish origin in the county today.  
 

Robert was a Covenanter, belonging to the strongly anti-Catholic 
movement within the Church of Scotland, going back to the 17th century, 
and it's slightly ironic that it was the Catholic Lord Petre who threw him 
a lifeline, but then religious loyalties must have counted for less when 
times were hard, and in a part of the country where denominational 
differences were possibly less marked.  Robert soon linked up with the 
most protestant of the local churches, the dissenting Congregational 
church, and by 1895 he had become one of its Trustees, served as its 
secretary for four years and thereafter became chairman of the Chapel 
Finance Committee until his early death in 1904.  
 

John, Peggy's father, was born in Scotland and was three when he 
arrived in Essex. He and his brother went to school in Stock, but 
apparently the teachers took a dislike to the Scots and he was not very 
happy there. Did he later try to take corrective measures by becoming 
vice-chairman of the board of the new Buttsbury Junior Council School 
when it opened in 1929, and by serving there until the outbreak of the 
war? He took over the farm on his father's death, married Jessie Lyon, 
and they had three children, Robert, Margaret (always known as Peggy) 
and Jessie.  
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Their parents died in the mid seventies by which time the three children 
were running the farm, but finally, having acquired the land from the 
Petre estate, they sold out, and much of it became the Stock Brook 
Manor golf course.  
 

So Peggy was a farmer's daughter and went first to the Dame School in 
Billericay, run by Miss Boughtwood, (this would have been about 1925), 
and then to Brentwood County High School, where she caught her 
passion for hockey.  She became a member of this church in 1944, but 
by then hockey was her number one interest.  The Billericay club played 
at Barleylands, then on the cricket 
field and then on a pitch marked 
out in Lake Meadows. It had a 
steep gradient and the balls 
regularly rolled into the lake, but if 
visiting teams found this irksome, 
they were compensated by Peggy's 
wonderful tea of pancakes, 
shortbread and chocolate cake. Her 
cooking was outstanding, 
renowned throughout the Essex 
hockey world, and she transported 
all the team's equipment 
everywhere in her white van. By 
1948 she was playing for the Essex 
2nd team and by 1960 she was the 
Essex Women's Secretary, until it 
merged with the men in 1999. The 
hockey world regarded her as a 
most gifted and energetic 
administrator, and she represented them at national and international 
level, involving much travel at home and abroad. One of them in a 
tribute has said she was 'a truly remarkable lady who gave of her time, 
talent and money to a sport she loved.' 
 

Aside from hockey, Peggy took up the cause of the League of Friends of 
the Billericay Hospital (St Andrew's). She worked with other members 
to raise funds to provide extra comforts for the patients.   
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Every ward received a weekly supply of her home grown flowers, and at 
Christmas she was host at Great Blunts to the annual present wrapping 
party for all the patients, who received their gifts from Father Christmas 
when she brought him along on Christmas Day.  She and the League 
worked hard to raise money for the Burns Unit which was established at 
the hospital.  

 

In 1997 her outstanding work was 
recognised when she was awarded the 
MBE for service to the community and 
to Ladies Hockey. This award was 
acclaimed by all who knew her and her 
work. The short clip of the official film 
which was shown at the reception after 
her funeral shows her at the investiture 
in intense conversation with the queen, 
lasting surely much longer than the 
short time allocated to her. (Here she is 
pictured in uncharacteristically formal 
wear at the Palace.) 
 

We of the present generation at the 
church knew Peggy as warm, chatty, in 
her rich Essex country accent, 
hospitable and always very involved, 
sitting with her beloved dog Bob in her 
kitchen in her Tudor farmhouse. The 
name Kilmarnock on the face of the 

kitchen clock reminded that it had come on that train in 1886. Visitors 
would be invited up to the attic which was a fascinating treasure house 
of old farm implements and pre 1886 family pictures.  There were 
always windfall apples and other fruit to be had from her trees, and 
plenty of talk about her wide network of friends, and always kindly 
concern about others. Was there catering to be done at the Mayflower 
Hall, then Peggy was the first to volunteer her help in the kitchen, and 
the first to arrive with food supplies. After she ceased to bake herself, 
she lavishly patronised our Fairtrade stall, and always had their most 
luxurious biscuits on hand for visitors.  
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She hosted our World Focus group meetings for many years and 
followed our discussions with great interest, interrupted only by a break 
for her strong tea and chocolate cookies. She was extremely generous 
with her money, often anonymously, to the great benefit of the church, 
and to the causes it supported, and to who knows how many other causes 
which came to her attention.  
 
Peggy was a reminder of the rural past of the town when it was a centre 
for the farmed countryside around it. This was an important strand in the 
life of the church. When her grandfather John became a Trustee in 1895, 
he was one of at least five farmers on the board. Some of us remember 
Peggy providing sheaves of wheat to decorate the church at Harvest, a 
reminder of the time when some members of the congregation came to 
Harvest to give thanks for the food which they had personally grown in 
their fields. Peggy always understood that the fruits of the land she had 
were for sharing with others. When we sang 'We plough the fields and 
scatter' at her funeral, this was with more meaning than at many a 
Harvest Festival. 
 
We will cherish the memory of this great lady whose energy, friendship 
and generosity touched so many lives.  
 
(With acknowledgments especially to Audrey Lyon, Betty Smith, and the 
researches of the late Raymond Hatchard and the late Sheridan Dicks.) 
 
 
A note has been received from Betty Smith, a friend of Peggy’s, who 
spoke at her funeral, thanking those who helped prepare the Mayflower 
Hall so that the video of Peggy receiving her OBE at Buckingham 
Palace could be shown. She says,….”It was amazing when spontaneous 
applause broke when the Queen and Peggy were talking”. 
 

“People had come from afar, some left home at 5 00 and 6.00am, so 
it was warming to sit in your church and hall, talk and enjoy 
conversation and food”.  
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In 2000 Margaret and I visited 
Gaza on a pilgrimage with the 
United Reformed Church. 
 At that time it was an 
economically poor place, but 
partners of Christian Aid were 
at work supporting the attempts of the unemployed, especially the 

women, to earn a living.  The tragic 
events of the last ten years have 
created even more problems, as we 
well know from the news we read 
and see with our eyes.  
These reports come to us via 
Commitment for Life, which 
supports the relief organisations 
mentioned.  It is both an assurance 

that the money we give is put to good use, an appeal for continuing 
support, and a request for our continuing prayers for these suffering 
people. A political storm rages over Gaza, but these reports are simply 
about meeting the human needs of those vulnerable people caught in the 
middle. 

 Robin Derbyshire 
 

�
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The Palestinian 
Agricultural Relief 
Committee (PARC) 
bought produce from 98 
poor farmers and 60 
women’s cooperatives.  
Food baskets were then 
distributed to 1162 poor 
households – reaching 
some 9000 people.   
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This approach provides food for the poorest while supporting some of the most 
vulnerable farmers in Gaza’s shattered agricultural sector.  In addition, the 
generosity of Commitment for Life Churches meant that PARC could provide 
cash for work for 227 poor farmers to rehabilitate damaged farms. 
(Picture shows families queuing for fresh, nutritious produce provided by 
PARC) 
 

Medical support 
The Palestinian Medical Relief Committee (PMRS) provided emergency 
healthcare to 10721 patients in the midst of the crisis and over the following 
three months.  75 of these have needed daily care and dressing over the rest of 
2009 – PMRS has been there for them.  Christian Aid was able to support 
PMRS to recruit 13 extra staff to cope with the increased need, including 
providing physiotherapy and rehabilitation. 
 

Counselling and care for children 
CA partner the Culture and Free Thought Association (CFTA) is based in the 
Khan Younis refugee camp in the south of the Strip, one of the poorest areas in 
Gaza. Last year, CFTA distributed food, blankets and winter clothes to 400 
displaced families with no other access to this kind of support, reaching about 
3400 individuals. And 
this winter, CFTA 
provided 1000 children in 
Gaza with warm 
clothing to protect them 
against cold weather and 
associated illnesses. 
CFTA runs two centres 
for children and 
teenagers.  They have 
become safe spaces 
where children can 
receive counselling, and 
do drawing and drama therapy to help them express their feelings.  The CFTA 
centres are one of very few places where children can find non-violent channels 
to process their pain and anger. This is crucial support for children who have 
lost parents, brothers or sisters or who were injured in the attacks.  Helping 
them cope with feelings of fear and anger is important not only for their own 
emotional development but also for the hope of a future peace between 
Palestinians and Israelis. 
(Picture shows children enjoying a safe place provided by CFTA) 
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This year's service for the annual 
Women's World Day of Prayer 
was prepared by the Christian 
women of Cameroon.  The 
churches from Billericay shared 
in the service in St. Mary's in the 
High Street on 5th March. 
 

The Republic of Cameroon is 'Africa in miniature'.  Its geography is 
diverse with beaches, deserts, mountains, rainforests and savannahs. Its 
economy is also diverse, with oil and mining interests as well as cotton, 
timber, bananas, coffee and oilseed.  It is a young country – born in 1972 
– with a great many problems.  In a male dominated society, women are 
at the forefront of the struggle for peace, justice and integrity.  Malaria, 
poverty, malnutrition, HIV and AIDs, as well as child trafficking are all 
considerable problems. 
 

And yet... This year's service was one of praise and yet more praise.  
“Come Holy Spirit... lift up our hearts and bless us in the name of 
Jesus... We praise God, even though the earth is shaken and the 
mountains fall into the ocean depths, though the seas roar and rage and 
the hills are shaken by violence...  We Cameroonian people praise God 
even in, or especially during, difficult times in our lives.  This is because 
generally we consider life to be God's greatest gift to us.” 
 

Cameroonians praise God everywhere and in every aspect of their lives – 
if for nothing else than the gift of life.  Those who struggle to make a 
living, like taxi men and the market women who are called buyam-
sellams, also praise God.  Women praise God on their way to the rivers 
and streams, in their canoes and while catching shrimp.  Women praise 
God in the forest while tilling the soil, working in the fields and on their 
way to cocoa farms.  Women praise God in the marriage ceremony and 
for the birth of a new baby.  They praise God in a funeral service at the 
end of life. 
 

“With prayers and bible texts, we pour out our hearts to God. 



 16

Shedding tears lightens our burdens and uplifts our spirits.  Laughing 
and jumping in excitement encourages spontaneous praises. In times of 
joy, sorrow and sadness and at all times, we praise God.”  Many musical 
instruments and dancing accompany these expressions of praise. 
 

God listens to women's voices, whether they whisper or make a 
voiceless sound. Cameroonian women believe that he hears their voices 
on the challenges facing young girls in Cameroon.  The service outlined 
the difficulties.  The girl child is the last to be taken care of in the family.  
She is a waste of resources since she will become an asset for someone 
else, her husband. Even those fortunate enough to receive some 
education, are burdened with household chores or needed to supplement 
the family income.  A girl of 8 carrying a tray of bananas may try to sell 
them before she goes to school.  Older girls face more serious problems:  
high drop out rates from school, early marriage or prostitution, unwanted 
pregnancies and worse.   
 

A reading from Acts 16 showed the followers of Jesus, Paul and Silas, 
praying and singing hymns to God even though in chains.  Annabel 
Copeland, formerly a curate at Emmanuel and now living in Great 
Baddow gave the address to the women and one man who were present 
in St; Mary's.  She echoed the thoughts of many who were humbled by 
the joy of the praise from the women of Cameroons, in spite of all the 
difficulties they face.  The average life 
expectancy in Cameroon is 51 years; 
there was no one younger than that 
present in the church that day.  Has the 
very ease of our own lives taken us 
away from the true meaning of God's 
message today?  We ourselves should 
praise him for the assurance of faith in 
the past, the promise of salvation in the 
present time and the final promise of 
hope in a world yet to come.   
 

The Women's World Day of Prayer is marked all round the world. With 
changing time zones it is a reminder that on this and every day, the 
'voice of prayer is never silent'.  
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Richard Jones of Biblelands visited us to speak about the situation in 
Israel and Palestine and its effect on Arab Christians, and also on the 
work of Biblelands in this land of the Holy One.  Biblelands is a 
Christian organisation that has been working for 150 years in the Middle 
East – in the lands of the Bible, bringing 'healing and hope'.   
 

In the Bible, God's heart is with the poor and his love is for the widow, 
the orphan and the refugee.  This is a mandate to seek justice. The 
churches also have a mission to seek peace and reconciliation, since all 
people are made in the image of God.  Justice is highly relevant to the 
Arab Christians in the land of the Holy One, who are materially poor. 
Unemployment in the Palestinian population is 65% and 
underemployment brings this figure higher.  
 

Whose Holy Land is it? Who is entitled to live in it?  How does an Arab 
Palestinian Christian come to terms with the land “promised to Jews” in 
the Old Testament?  The Bible says that the land belongs to the Creator, 
God.  The current situation is one of division.  Bethany, two miles from 
Jerusalem, is divided by the Wall.  Israelis and Palestinians use different 
words to describe this Wall/fence/barrier.  It is 490 miles long and still 

expanding within the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, at a cost of 2.5 million dollars per mile.  
There is widespread recognition of Israel's right to 
exist and defend itself, but the International Court 
of Justice ruled in 2004 that the Wall should be 
demolished. It is not a defence wall – it does not 
follow a straight line.     
Close to Rachel's Tomb at Bethlehem lives Claire 
Anastas, a Greek Catholic, whose house is 
surrounded on 3 sides by the 20 foot Wall, but who  
refuses to move.   
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Her shop business failed, but then she started a new one – selling olive 
wood nativity scenes, with a detachable wall inserted into it and walling 
in the holy family.  Our carols are a far cry from the Bethlehem of today.  
It wasn't a cosy place at the time of the birth of Jesus nor is it now.  How 
long, Richard Jones wondered, will we go on accepting that one human 
being can do this to another? 
 

Richard showed a picture of Arab boys playing football in Anata, the 
birthplace of the prophet Jeremiah.  The Wall cuts through the school 
playground, and this part of East Jerusalem is squeezed by Israeli 
settlements on both sides. Jews from all over the worldwide diaspora are 
given incentives - low rents, employment opportunities, social benefits 
and preferential mortgages – to come and settle, most of them in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. The Muslim population is also growing 
strongly. 
 

All this affects the Church.  Since 1945 (even before the creation of the 
state of Israel) till now, there has been zero growth among Christians.  
The Lutheran pastor from Bethlehem, Rev. Mitri Raheb, has said that the 
greatest challenge to the Christian church is emigration.  More 
Palestinian Christians are living in the diaspora than in their own land.  
If this is not reversed, the Christian presence will be that of a theme 
park, a heap of stones.  Tourists will visit museums, but not living 
vibrant communities of Christians. 
 

The work of Biblelands is Christian love in action.  It works with a 
number of different Christian denominations to help local partners, often 
serving the poorest of the poor.  In Beit Jala, Bethlehem, a new chapel, a 
new science laboratory and new kitchens have all been paid for by 
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Biblelands at the Hope Secondary School, a Mennonite foundation.  
Muslim and Christian children attend the school, which has a family 
atmosphere.  The Talitha Kumi School, also in Beit Jala, is a Lutheran 
foundation to help children with disabilities.  Biblelands also supports 
the St. John's Eye Hospital in Jerusalem, which is now almost 
impossible for Palestinian Arabs to reach.  However mobile clinics, 
supported by Biblelands, are able to travel through the barriers and 
checkpoints to the villages.  Gaza is even more inaccessible, but 
Biblelands supports the work of the Christian Al Ahli hospital in Gaza 
City.  There are 4,000 Christians in Gaza – the hospital unconditionally 
serves the medical needs of the whole population. 
 

Canon Naim Atik, an Arab Christian from Jerusalem, says that he reads 
the Old Testament through the lens of justice.  This conflict is not an 
issue of land but one of justice, of vision and of hope, for both peoples.  
How can we help?  The work of Biblelands can be supported through a 
child sponsorship scheme.  Palestinian Christians need our support, but 
we also need them, as they show their faith in Christ through their 
difficulties.  Pilgrimages and visits, prayers, supporting projects and 
people and partners can all help. One person present at the meeting said 
how shocked he was to hear what Bethlehem is like today, compared 
with how he knew it 17 years ago. To learn more about keeping 
Bethlehem an open city, see www.openbethlehem.org run by Leila 
Sansour, a Christian from Bethlehem.         

Friends from the Holy Redeemer Church and three United 
Reformed Churches (Westcliff, Crowstone and Ingatestone) 
joined members of our own church to hear him speak.  £160 was 
given in the collection for the work of Biblelands.  Our thanks go 
to Ann Mynott and Shirley Moult for providing refreshments. A 
copy of the Biblelands magazine is available on our vestibule 
table. 
 

Richard Jones will return to Billericay to speak at the 
Evangelical Free Church on 7th July (8 pm with light 
refreshments from 7.30 pm).  Richard says that he will be 
speaking more specifically about the work of Biblelands on that 
occasion under the title 'God's heart for the needy.'  Pastor Stan 
Portch has said that visitors to the meeting will be welcome.  

 



 20

��'	�+(��,	��2	�+(��,	
5����	��
2��&	�+(��,	��6)�*�	�+(��,	
��	�����	*	��*��	�
�	���(	*��	��	
��	���%����7	
Which hymns do you really enjoy singing? Just the oldies? Or are you 
interested in getting to know a few new ones? These weighty questions 
have been occupying our Worship Group recently. Here you can see 
some of them hard at work with Simon, and we've been rediscovering 
some of the simple and very tuneful hymns which typically we can find 
in Mission Praise. Perhaps we could sing these more often, though not 
entirely neglecting the Isaac Watts and Charles Wesley hymns: or those 
modern ones which are so full of ideas that we can't take them in fully as 
we sing, but have to go back to them afterwards, perhaps armed with our 
bibles, as they are so full of biblical allusions.   

 

And do we have to stand up to sing everything? Is there a place in 
worship for staying seated, and mulling over the words we're singing – 
letting them sink in better – hymns as a kind of prayer? And does the 
repetition of words help to create a worshipful atmosphere? 
 

We are also exploring the idea of holding a Sunday Lunch and Hymn 
Singalong, just for the interest and enjoyment, though it may have the 
by-product of extending our worship repertoire. 

Meanwhile all your ideas on hymns and the way we sing them are 
very welcome at any time to any of the characters pictured here. 
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Do you want to explore the Bible, enrich your spirituality, equip yourself 
for mission and service, and experience new impetus in your 
discipleship? Through study units, local groups and weekend residentials 
more than a hundred participants around the country reflect upon faith 
and moral issues in the contexts of the Bible, personal experience, 
church life and contemporary culture. You’ll be experiencing a journey 
not just studying a course. 
 

In each term of this two-year course themes are linked with particular 
biblical books: 

Term A: Exploring Spirituality – with John’s Gospel 
Term B: Complexity in Society – with narrative OT books 
Term C: Prophetic Church – with Isaiah 
Term D: Church in Formation – with Ephesians 
Term E: Where is Wisdom? – with Job and Ecclesiastes 
Term F: Community – with Luke and Acts 

(There are also TLS one-year courses on pastoral care, prayer, 
evangelism, community experiences and using the performing arts in 
worship.) 
 

Ways of getting further information: 
1. Pick up a leaflet at church      2.   Talk to Trevor Jamison 

      3.   Look at the prospectus online at www.urc.org.uk 
4. Contact the TLS Administrator:  

Mrs H Skidmore, 27 Yew Tree Road, Elkesley, Retford, 
Notts.  DN22 8AY  
Tel: 01777 838634 Emailwww.tlsskid@btinternet.com 

 

Practical details: The course begins each year in September and the 
deadline for completed applications is 30th June. TLS Courses are for 
members of any denomination, aged 18 and upward. 
No entry educational standards needed. There are no exams. 
 

Validated by the University of Chester, the course may contribute to 
a Higher Education Certificate or Foundation Degree in Contextual  
Theology. The course may be used as the first stage in gaining URC 
General Assembly accreditation for Lay Preaching. 
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On Friday 19th March, Simon Houlton was in charge of 400 children 
from schools in Billericay and neighbouring areas of Essex. Local junior 
schools took part in their annual singing performance at the Brentwood 
Centre. 
Simon will also be conducting the Billericay Youth Choir in our church 
from 6.30-7.30 pm on Thursday, 1st April.  Everyone welcome! 
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Frances Drake made a welcome return visit to the Fellowship in March.  
Frances said that she preferred to call the past three years since she 
retired as a vicar not so much retirement but more a redirection of 
energy! She had spent 9 years in the rural parishes of Mountnessing, 
Fryerning and Margaretting as a non-stipendiary vicar and then a further 
7 years in Margaretting and Buttsbury.  Her ministry still continues – in 
giving pastoral care to churches in Essex when there is an interregnum. 
 

In her 38 years of teaching, before she became a vicar, she had learned a 
great deal from her pupils.  This was a reminder that life is a journey 
where we continue to learn from one another.  Lent is a time for quiet 
reflection, rather than hair shirts.  What might be missing in my life?  
What can I do about it? Frances spoke about one of her favourite books 
from childhood – the Pilgrim's Progress – and its author John Bunyan to 
illustrate the challenges of faith.  We thank her for her thought-
provoking and entertaining talk.  
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Rev Paul Gambling grew up in Billericay and pursued a career in 
banking, before training for the Christian ministry. He was inducted as 
Vicar on 10th March at a service at Emmanuel Church.  Paul will be in 
charge of two churches – St. John the Divine, Outwood Common and 
St. Mary the Virgin, Little Burstead.  We send our greetings to Paul and 
friends from his two congregations for their work of ministry in this 
town.    
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Christ is alive.  Easter is a time of hope, of 
renewal.  Jesus who was dead is now alive and 
through him we see God's presence in our world. 
 

Just as nature wakes from its harsh winter sleep, 
the pain of Holy Week is over – the time when we 
remember that Jesus was betrayed, was deserted, 
was crucified.  The pain was real, and is real 

today, but the joy and hope and promise of Easter are real too. 
 

May God be with us and in his world at this Easter time and may we 
find his blessings in our lives. 

 
 
 
 
 

� ���"���� ���"��������
 9 April Deir Yasin Day www.sabeel.org 
 28 April International Workers' Memorial Day 
    www.hazards.org/wmd 
 

NOTE:  The Public Issues Calendar is produced jointly by the Baptist, 
Methodist and United Reformed Churches.  In January, Holocaust 
Memorial Day is remembered in the calendar. In April, the Palestinian 
tragedy is remembered through a village, Deir Yassin, near Jerusalem 
that was wiped out in the fighting of 1948.      
�
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His name was Jesus.  It really is the most extraordinary story that I have 
come across in a long journalistic career.  The last week of his life was 
dramatic.  It began on a high when he rode on a donkey into Jerusalem 
and the crowds acclaimed him.  His followers joined in the cheering but 
the authorities watched and waited.  Jesus seemed to be on a 
confrontation course with them when he went into the Temple and 
challenged what happened there, claiming that it was no longer a house 
of prayer but a den of thieves.  The money changers were outraged when 
he overturned their tables.   
 

Rumours spread round like wildfire.  Was this the king who would free 
the people from the Roman occupation?  He didn't seem the part, with 
his group of rustic northerners.  What was he about? The story of the last 
week of the life of Jesus can now be revealed and it is not edifying.  His 
close followers or disciples fell apart.  One of them deserted and was 
said to have betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver.  When the military 
came to arrest Jesus, his so-called 'loyal' friends deserted him.  He was 
taken before Pilate and put to death on a trumped up charge in the most 
ignominious way in the company of a couple of thieves.   
 

That should have been the end of it.  It is still a mystery what happened 
next.  Jesus was buried in a tomb but then a few women – yes women! - 
found the tomb empty and claimed that he was alive.  Rumours began to 
spread that this man Jesus was 'divine' and brought God's message to 
earth.   
Two thousand years later, I am still puzzled by how the name of this 
man Jesus and his gospel message spread round the world.  He has been 
worshipped in so many different ways – perhaps that is what has kept his 
name alive.  His story is depicted in wonderful church buildings and 
paintings and also in quiet places, but it is the constant retelling of this 
story which seems to keep Jesus alive. Even more amazing are the 
Christians who strive to live differently, because they say Jesus is their 
guide and friend, their saviour. 
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I did find plenty of others who said that Jesus was no longer relevant, 
that he had nothing to say to a modern age.  Was Jesus dying a second 
time – through indifference and apathy?  And yet in quiet sanctuaries 
and among ordinary people, it was whispered to me:  Jesus is alive today 
and working in his world - and we believe in him 
 

The Lord is risen!  Alleluia! 
 

 

CHURCH FLOWERS 
  
 April 4 Easter 
  11 Mair Powell 
  18 Brenda Rees 
  25 Vacant 
 May 2 Dianne Lough 
 
I shall be decorating the Church with flowers for Easter on Saturday 3rd 
April at 9.00am and would be very grateful for gifts of flowers and 
helpers to arrange them please.  Thank You,  Janet 
 
 
 

Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall 
at 8.00pm, as follows:- 
 

 April 1 No Meeting – Maundy Thursday 
  15 Social 
  22 Shirley Moult – Keep Fit 
  29 to be announced 

Coffee Morning – 20 April 
 
 

The Messenger 
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the May issue by 
Sunday 11th April 2010.  Articles are welcome.  Please speak 
to Robin Derbyshire at any time about any proposal you have. 
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