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Billericay United Reformed Church
Chapel Street, CM12 9LR

Minister:
Revd Trevor Jamison
01277 653707tjamisonurc@tiscali.co.uk

Secretary Ken Woods
389 Mountnessing Road CM12 OEU
01277 657114kwoods40@mac.com

Assistant Secretary and Gift Aid SecretdRpbin Derbyshire
58 Norsey View Drive Billericay CM12 0QS
01277 651689 rmderbyshire@btinternet.com

Treasurer Lorna Jacob
01277 655180
Assistant Treasurerlrene Mackenzie
01277 625318

Mayflower Hall Booking Steward
Dianne Lough, 3#Hollyford Billericay CM11 1EG
01277 65587diannealan@lough1969.fsnet.co.uk

Serving EldersAngela Christian, Kenton Church,
Robin Derbyshire, Margaret Dunn, Margaret Hatchard,
Lorna Jacob, Dennis Jordan, John Lovett,

Alan Lough, Andrew Mackenzie, Simon Mynott

Organists/PianistsBrian Porter, Robert Little,
Zena Reubens, Simon Houlton, Pat Stockdale

Our Sunday Morning Worship is at 11.00.
(with Communion first and third Sundays:
Children join us for Communion on the first Sunday)

Our website gives further information:
http://www.billericayurc.org.uk
and has a link to Churches Together in Billericay.




Churches Together's Good Friday Walk
through the High Street has one
photographer finding a precarious vantage
point to get that important best shot

Members of our party to
Neasden pause in front of
the magnificent Temple
building




Dear David / Gordon / Nick / A. N. Other
[delete as applicable]

Congratulations Prime Minister! After all the
effort, all the planning, all the campaigning, the
election is over and you've made it bgddelete
‘back’ if not applicable] to No. 10 Downing
Street. Hopefully it's all over for another four or
five years. After all, neither you nor we, the éteate, would want to go
through all of that again too soon.

Please excuse the impersonal form of address dimavat the time of
writing it's really not clear who | am writing tosaour (new?) Prime
Minister. Please don't be offended by the inclusidrthe other names.
Obviously, like the others, you lead a party thantains Christian
members and attracts votes from lots of Christidilee them I'm a

Christian with my own political views and | do hatly hopes about
which one of you receives this letter. On the otineand if it is someone
else | don't think that will be a total disasterJeast not from a religious
point of view.

Actually, I'm not too bothered about your own rébigs views (or lack

of them). Some Christians worry about that sotthafg but I'm not one

of them (unless of course your view is that alligieh should be

eradicated). This country is not the U.S.A. You 'tidvave to hold or

fake holding strong religious views in order to gétcted to political

office. | am part of a church tradition where ovegecessors in the faith
suffered discrimination, including discrimination iemployment and
education because their particular beliefs wererfierd upon by those in
power. It would be a bit hypocritical to expect ytm pass some
religious test for this job when people of my ttamh where excluded

from entering parliament on that very basis a ceugl centuries ago.
No, a measure of respect for believers will doutifoshould you ever
want to join the United Reformed Church or evenobee a rather

different sort of Minister then you would have te &ble to say ‘yes’ to
some questions about Christian faith.
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| am more concerned about what you are going toade that you have
been elected. Everyone agrees that tough timeslsad but who is
going to shoulder the burden or who is going to th&yprice involved in
making things better? | think you ought to knowydu don’t already,
that God is interested in this sort of thing. Haw gou going to treat the
groups of people you suspect did not vote for yQl€dus was against
the popular practice of lording it over others —rk1a0: 42) How will
your policies affect the poor, the widows and thidecen and orphans of
our day? (The OIld Testament prophets usually hadeiung to say
about that — Amos 8: 4-7 for example.) It's notyothle electoral verdict
but the divine one that matters.

Anyway, you are a busy person and you've got gdhigahead of you. |
hope you won'’t be offended if | tell you that wedé praying for you.
Until the next time,

Trevor

Please do be with us, young and old, for our first
ALL AGE COMMUNION SERVICE
on Sunday 16 May at 11.00
conducted by our Minister, Rev Trevor Jamison, with your help,.

The hymns and prayers, the music and the address
will bring together the whole worshipping community.
This will be the first of our All Age Communion Services
intended to be held regularly
on the third Sunday of each month.
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NOTE that Prayer Fellowship is deferred until the £cond
Saturday, meeting in the vestibule, for May only

SUNDAY 2 11.00am Communion service, led by Revd

Colin Hunt
Wednesday 5 7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the KeghlMartin
Room
Wednesday 5 8.00pm CTB meeting at St Mary Mizgda
Saturday 8 8.45am Bob Carpenter Walk (stafi8z8n)
Saturday 8 9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the €ur

Vestibule, until 9.45am

SUNDAY 9 11.00am Christian Aid Service led by Wdd
Focus Group members

May 9" to 15" is Christian Aid Week

Thursday 13 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court

SUNDAY 16 11.00am All-age Sacrament of Holy
Communion, led by Revd Trevor
Jamison

SUNDAY 16 1.00pm Poverty Lunch in Mayflower Hall

SUNDAY 16 5.00pm Afternoon worship at Brentwood
URC to which our church is invited.
Theme: Covenant -
with Abraham in Genesis 15

Tuesday 18 7.45pm Worship Group meet at 58 Noveay
Drive

Wednesday 19 7.45pm  Church Meeting in the church

Thursday 20 8.00pm  Church Weekend Committee meeting
in the Kathleen Martin Room
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SUNDAY 23 11.00am Whit Sunday Worship led by
Mr Kenton Church

Thursday 27 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court

Friday 28 12.30pm Fellowship Group lunch in the
Mayflower Hall (1.00pm lunch)

SUNDAY 30 11.00am Trinity Sunday Worship led by the
Revd John Hickmore
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The Revd Roberta Rominger, General Secretary olJiRE, spoke to
the recent Synod meeting about what is happeninghat centre
(Assembly Office level) of the URC. | have beeneeting on how this
relates to us at Billericay.

The wake-up call to the whole Church

Roberta mentioned the "Faith in Life" survey in taly 2000s. This
involved a cross-section of churches from all trgandenominations.
The URC results showed declining numbers, ageinggremgations,
minorities of men and young people, lack of pgotation in prayer and
Bible study, and a lack of confident faith. Abodtist time, we in
Billericay were working on the results of our “Nedu Church
Development” survey. Although some had misgivingsow the
guestionnaire, its results nonetheless told us wouat ‘Way Ahead’
group had already predicted, namely that gnawth factor was weak
with lowest scores on(l) spirituality, (2) small groups and (3)
evangelism- therefore fairly typical of the URC.

Preparing for change

Following the “Faith in Life” survey, the URC’'s Msgn Council
launched "Catch the Vision", giving focus for Asddys work 2003-8
and offering a wealth of creative thinking aboutatvimight be done.
Here in Billericay, we focussed on spiritualityeating to open prayer,
the prayer board, Prayer Fellowship, and suppof@oget Days.



"Catch the Vision" discussions have led to fewen&al Assemblies
(every other year instead of annual) and takingtlatDistrict Council
layer of Church government. At Billericay, we argrerimenting with
fewer church meetings and encouraging office beatermake more
decisions without waiting for formal Elders’ meg#m We are
encouraging more small groups.

Articulating the vision

Last year, another initiative - called “Vision 2020proposed that local
churches reflect regularly on 10 important areatheir church life. We
had already spelt out our own Vision at the Noveni2@08 Church
Meeting.

Streamlining the paperwork

Local Mission and Ministry Review (LMMR) is beingtroduced in a
way that will benefit us as a local church. Undee bld ways, there
were different documents for expressing the chgrahission — one
form for the District visits, one for Ministers’ If@ppraisals, one for
Synod grant applications, and the pastorate prdiile ministerial

vacancies. The aim is to have just one write-upuinre; one that is
regularly updated at a frequency that makes semsket local church,
but which is readily available for any purpose.

Seeking transformation

The Vision4Life initiative — 3 years looking at tigble, prayer and
evangelism has been promoted by a central group; Billeriteas
responded, with many of our congregation partiangat Our Annual
Church Meeting has started to think about evangelis

Explaining who we are to outsiders

“God is still speaking” is a very new, centrallyetted initiative aimed

at elaborating on the inclusiveness of the UnitetbRned Church, as an
aid to communication in evangelism. Our own chusckvangelism

discussion said — along with much else! — thataluing loving service

and justice, we are the sort of church that wonldté others to “join us

to seek answers”. We believe Wwavesome answersut we have to put

this across in a way that allows people to exarttiose answers in the
knowledge that they won’t be unduly pressuriseddcept them as their
answers also.

Those at the centseeem to be going in the same direction as us?
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REPORT ON WEEKLY OFFERINGS for 2010
UP TO END MARCH
Offertories (Freewill envelopes plus loose offeahd6,699.70
Budgeted target for the yearE24,000
(figure shows we have reached a little more
than®/12"™ of our target)
Balance in Communion Fund as at end of Mard&#89.49
Total Gift Day receipts as at end of March£2,895
The Elders thank you for all your continuing sugpor

We would like to thankBetty Davis for so generously stepping in to
accompany our service on 18 April when we were outha pianist, and
for setting just the right tempo for our singing!

Our picture shows Vera Fletcher presenting Valerie Forde with a
cheque for £1220 for the Pelican Cancer Foundation.
Congratulations to the Mayflower Ladies who raised this amazing
amount over the past year.

The Messenger
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the Jssige by
Sunday 16 May 2010 Articles are welcome. Please speak to
Robin Derbyshire at any time about any proposalheie.
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Question: Which mother in the bible was
sent away with her son into the wilderness?

When on Mothering Sunday Trevor quizzed
us on our knowledge of mothers in the bible,
the question it took us the longest to answer
was the one about Hagar, though we did
place her in the end.

Hagar is not such a well known biblical

character, because she does not occupya

mainstream place in the genealogy of the nationsiel, which the
book of Genesis is so anxious to establish. Se tiette her place in the
bible story, and see how her expulsion from Abrakdmusehold with
her son Ishmael affected future events.

The first eleven chapters of Genesis are about God brought the
world into being, and his dealings with the humari®m he created.
There are the first signs of man's tendency toighotlisobedience of
God's laws, and how, after the flood, God madsfitss covenant with

Noah that he will never again allow the waters égtby the people he
has created. So God is shown to be different frioengods worshipped
by others: he is the one god, he is totally in canhe is creative, and
his attitude to men is benign. No other religiomldosay all that of the
god or gods they worshipped. And the bible tells/ @ is continually

making agreements (‘covenants') with his peoplaeiahat he will do

for them and how they must obey his laws in return.

Following God's covenant with Noah the history sfakl begins. We
learn how God nurtures and favours his chosen rbeam, the first
patriarch, emerges from the mists of the ark sawya descendant of
Noah (via his son Ham). He lived in Mesopotamia, ®ad tells him to
go westwards to Canaan where he marries Sarahnaa@ite, and it is
from Abraham, as God renames him, that the Jewsvieethey are all
descended. But the authors of Genesis did notsfitching

together a continuous narrative from various myhisources and
traditions to be straightforward.
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As in the most true to life stories the characgiew human weaknesses
and are disinclined to accept moral guidance. Mggethe sons who are
needed to continue the line of descendants dolwalya arrive to order.
Yet God keeps intervening, promising that he i€ontrol and that all
will be well if they will obey him.

The first set-back is that Sarah cannot conceivel, so (chl6) she
instructs Hagar, her Egyptian slave girl, to sledgth Abraham. This
was apparently quite an acceptable arrangemergethd necessary one
from the point of view of the story, for the oveling purpose of
fulfilling God's promise that Abraham will have emny descendants as
the stars in the sky. Itis as if God is makingmises but then having to
overcome obstacles to their fulfilment. While Gddess the story by
divine intervention, human jealousy cannot be d&nte role. Sarah
complains that the pregnant Hagar now despisesahdr Abraham, not
always the ethically driven character we might exp@ashes his hands
of mediating in the dispute, and tells Sarah shelmaas beastly to her
slave Hagar as she wishes. Hagar runs away, burtbel of the Lord
catches up with her, and tells her to return, psomgi that her son, to be
called Ishmael, will have descendants too manyetodunted. So Hagar
goes back and her son is born.

Now occurs the episode which complicates the isgube inheritance
no end. Mysterious strangers arrive before Abrahaent. He offers
them fulsome hospitality and in return they prophtbaait within the next
year Sarah will have a son. Sarah, in spite ofrigaghared in providing
the hospitality, is not told this startling newséao face, but overhears
it from inside the tent, which causes her to laaghthe thought of
bearing a child at her advanced age. The news mayelcome, but it is
awkward. Which son will have precedence in the iittwece from the
father? How will God balance the fulfilment of hiapparent
contradictory promises?

Sarah's son is born, and is called Isaac, but Ishnmaw virtually a
teenager, laughs at him, thus spoiling the feagtadsaac's weaning,
and renewing Sarah's antagonism to Hagar. 'Drirgestave-girl and her
son away' she demands of Abraham, presenting hitm avidilemma
which family courts in our day were set up to disagle. But it's God,
once again showing the way forward, who bids Abnalt as his wife
says, sweetening this cruel instruction by sayhag both his sons will
be the father of great nations.
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And so the answer to Trevor's quiz question, ared rdkason for it,
emerge Very reluctantly Abraham hoists Ishmael onto Hagshoulder,
and drives them both out into the wilderness, h@avihoughtfully
provided them with some food and a skinful of watehnich isn't going
to last very long. Now it's up to God to save Iskhand his mother. He
duly sends an angel to show them a well of watet,ranew the promise
to Ishmael that he will make of him a great natishmael is provided
with an Egyptian wife, and he does indeed have niEsgendants who
settle to the east of Egypt. The two sons meet onbe again, to bury
their father.

There are many traditions about the historical inrgree of Hagar and
her son Ishmael. Genesis 22 tells the story of m& sent Abraham
with Isaac up a hill, loaded with wood
for a burnt offering, but then provided a
ram in his son's place and promised him
that he would be blessed by many
descendants. An Islamic tradition has it
that it was his half-brother Ishmael, not
lIsaac who was to be the expected
sacrifice, and the subject of the promise,
and so the ambiguity persists. Islam reveres IshraaeAbraham's
rightful heir, and a rival to the Judaic traditiddn the other hand Paul in
his letter to the Galatians (chapter 24: 28-31)oetehhis readers to 'drive
out the slave- woman and her son....our mothdreigree woman. Christ
set us free, to be free men'. To him Christiarstghe true heir to the
Judaic tradition, though supersedingBecause Judaism, Christianity
and Islam all originate from this tradition, thougdiving it different
interpretations, they are known as the three Abraitareligions, or the
religions of the book.

Why do we read and study the Old Testament? lilisof insights into

human behaviour and motivation when the way forwardnclear and
much depends on the outcome. It traces the haGadf

constantly guiding these decisions, and reproviidy@unishing when he
is not obeyed. To some readers the very humangtsoes weak,
sometimes cruel, sometimes foolish behaviour of dharacters is the
most fascinating and credible aspect of the naeati
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Beyond the bare narrative we discern the charadtehe God we

worship, guiding and caring for his people, andksggour acceptance
of his laws (in covenant with him), as a foreruntzethe New Testament
teaching of love and redemption through Jesus Chxist everybody

however will be able to go further than this anddfithat God's very
conditional promises to the people of Israel asrea them in the Old
Testament justify the exclusive Zionist claim te tland of Palestine as
it is made today.

Many thanks to those who helped in any way at thke,3hose who
baked cakes, served refreshments, handled the rsaravel especially
those who put up tables and tidied up
afterwards. Schools Ministry raised
altogether £94 and Jane Andrews
and Ruth Strickland were there with
their display board. Sandra Baker
and her team raised £35 for Christian
Aid with the refreshments. Margaret
Hatchard and her team raised £86 for
St Lukes, and Abbeyfield raised £50.
Other charities did well includin
our own Traidcraft stall and some new charities. hdd a lovely sunny
day, lots of people popped in and we all had a dgooe.

A lady, who many years ago had attended Sunday dbcino the

Mayflower Hall was recalling an incident concerniagooy who put a
worm down her back. She even remembered his name!

She went on to say that when for a while she liadMarch in

Cambridgeshire, she would get up at 6a.m. on adayeand drive to
Billericay to come to the coffee morning. “My fdgnsaid | was mad,
but I like it here and am pleased to be living ifieBicay again so that |
can come regularly.”
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A few years ago | heard that Anthea, an old collgad of mine, had
married the hymnwriter Fred Kaan (Frederik Herman{(esan). | wrote
to her and in reply she invited us to stay withnthie their retirement
home in the Lake District. Robin and | spent aytreihjoyable couple of
nights with Fred and Anthea then. Fred, who hadnbsuffering from
Alzheimer's disease, died in October 2009 at tree@ddB0. A wonderful
service of celebration and thanksgiving for Frelifs was held in St.
Andrew's URC, Cheltenham on™@pril 2010, and we were among
those present. Margaret Derbyshire

“How dared they?” Fred said as
a boy of 11, when the Nazis

invaded his country, Holland.

These early experiences shaped
his later thinking and writing —

he was to become an ardent
pacifist. His parents were

themselves remarkable people,
who sheltered a young Jewish
woman in hiding for two years.

She then disappeared into the
resistance movement and Fred
and his family had no idea what
had happened to her. In 2006,
Fred was overjoyed when this
Jewish friend was traced through
the internet and a moving

reunion took place.

At the end of the war, Fred began to explore issfi¢gith and theology,
first in Utrecht and then through contact with anglsh friend at
Western College, Bristol and he entered the Cormgi@mal ministry and
later became a United Reformed Church minister.aAstural linguist,
he could soon speak English fluently, though thekgwof the language
continued to fascinate him.
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Anthea says that in their Lake District home nelswWhter, she used to
enjoy walking on the quieter mountain slopes — Fvemb never a
walker! - and came back home, telling Fred that lsh@n't met a soul.
“What does a soul look like?” he would ask with mgpish sense of
humour.

Fred was no ordinary minister, either in his ficdturch at Barry in
Glamorgan and then in Plymouth. He became frustratith the boring
hymns in the hymnbooks and began to write one ©bhin each week —
often late on a Saturday night for the following/'daservice. Fred's love
of living, his enjoyment of life — through wide éndships, jazz, wine,
travelling — poured out into his determination tmw the living reality
of faith in Jesus and the Gospel messagé/henever God speaks,
things happeri,he said.

Fred's thinking was wide ranging, and he challengbeérs to see with
his eyes. He served the world church as secrefatlye International
Congregational Council and then as secretary ®\World Alliance for
Reformed Churches, but he had little time for narrecclesiastical
structures and stuffy thinking. He cared deeplyutbibe planet and
about humanity. It was not just Christianity tiséiould unite but the
whole of humanity. He always came back to peopt€hrist has
shown, beyond statistics,/human life with gloryvaned,/by his timeless
presence proving:/people matter, people cBuftlymn, 'Sing we of the
modern city').

Fred's friendships, including musical ones, wetermational. He was
not a musician himself, but could see the poterdfabther people's
music. He worked with Jamaican Doreen Potter, whapted a local
folk song, to produce the calypso-style hymn: “Let talents and
tongues employ” (453 'Rejoice and Sing' hymnboaokijh its catchy

refrain: “Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,/pass Word

around: loaves abountl! It was first sung in Nairobi at the World
Council of Churches meeting there.

One hymn was altered when it was chosen for oumhlyook. Fred had
written: “Your love, O God, is broad like beach and meadowde as
the wind, and an eternal hore Surely, these personal words were
more in tune with Fred's thinking than the R&S wars “The love of
God is broad like beach and meadow...”
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Reaching out to God and reaching out to people wepertant to Fred
as he showed when he agreed to write an alterneditgon to another
hymn “Put peace into each other's hands” (R&S 63&) Holleyman, a
URC minister from Bolton in Lancashire, had writtasking for a
version for the local Hospice, where there wereyuoslim and Hindu

patients and their families. The original was tGbrist-centred for
people of other faithsLook people warmly in the e{ethe hymn says
in both its old and new versions — and this is whedd always did
himself.

Fred's wonderful spirit and thinking will live ohrbugh his hymns. His
radical ideas were challenging, and now other peoplst take them
forward. As a friend put it: “Fred had a differemfy with words, with

the Bible and with theology.” His hymns contain npamemorable
lines: “For the healing of the nations,/Lord, we pray wathe accord.”

Faith in God was essentially about risk-takingasition is dynamic, not
static, he said. Two verses from different hymums shis up:

“Then grant us courage, Father God,/to choose aghim pilgrim way,
and help us to accept with joy/the challenge ofamow's day” (463
R&S 'Now let us from this table rise’).

Fred coined the wonderful phrase “a world of ndt-ya hymn 569
R&S 'We pause to give thank8We rise and we risk/the course he has
set,/to care for the world, a world of 'not-yett @ne in the Spirit,/we
follow Christ's way/and put into practice/God'suté today.”
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Dr Edmund Plummer of HHI will talk to Church Meagimn Wednesday
16 June about HHI's work in South India. We've adselearned more
about India from a number of speakers, and by eoent visit to the
Neasden Temple. The presentation will cover how Help disabled
and orphaned children, provides funds for those whonot afford
prescriptions, helps provide accommodation fordéstitute women and
improves the lives of so many unfortunate peopléndia. Edmund is
also prepared to take back with him items which dne useful for the
next container going to Monze, Zambia: items needect listed in the
March Messenger.
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Churches Together are holding a Festival in St Mdagdalen in the
High Street over the weekend 11-13 June. You maengber their very
successful event in 2008. 'Celebrating Billericail be illustrated by
flowers and artefacts from local churches and sish@nd displays by
local clubs and societies to give a flavour of Hutivities enjoyed by
residents.

Our church is decorating a window downstairs andilit illustrate the
pubs and restaurants in the town as an importesiréefacility for many
residents. Irene Mackenzie is doing our window awdild appreciate
help if somebody is available on Thursday 10 June.

Assistance will be needed with stewarding and séimgents and there
will be a rota for the churches, but more informaton this in our May
issue. Please make a note in your diary to go ajay ¢he festival and
also to help if you can.
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As we continued exploring the theme of India, lgdthee World Focus
group, we remembered that an important Indian pesevas to be
found just a few miles along the North Circulare tNeasden Mandir
(temple). We were delighted to find that memberthefBrentwood and
Ingatestone churches were also interested in @rgltine temple, and so
we were able to take a coach with them to visit it.

As you drive down the main road, you first seedtel arch of the new
Wembley Stadium on the right, and then turning doaviside road
opposite, a very Indian vision of towering white rbila pinnacles
emerges above the humdrum suburban jumble. Theimaad built by

the will of Hindu residents. First, tonnes of ltadimarble and Bulgarian
limestone were shipped to India, hand-carved beskcraftsmen there,
and then returned to be assembled by volunteejssintwo and a half
years, a testament to faith and devotion. It wassttacted by traditional
means throughout, no steel was used, and operi&9Hh

What did we learn from our visit? You cannot enpass the tradition
of some 8,000 years in a few lines, so here ateajimw principles from
the booklet which accompanies the exhibition. Hieduis the world's
oldest living religion. It has no single founderutbembraces the
principles of honouring the whole of creation aeeiag the presence of
God in everything, knowing no enemies, rejectinglemce, but
expecting everybody to feel responsible for theioacthe performs.
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Everyone evolves spiritually and at sometime wdhlise the Truth.
Consecrated images (of which we saw plenty) hekot@es to offer
their worship to God.

And if you thought modern
science was a new discovery
iIn many cases, not so.
Plastic and other surgery was
known 2,600 vyears ago;
Indian philosophy provides an
insight into atomic physics
Gravity was known to an
ancient Indian astronomer
long before Newton.

The time taken for the earth t
orbit the sun was accurately
calculated 1,500 years agc
Indian astronomers have been
mapping the skies for 3,500
years.

[®)
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The temple celebrates and maintains the worshifhne@fSwaminarayan
branch of Hinduism, which it describes as one efghrest forms. It is
without any hue of hypocrisy or any fever of fan@tin, but promotes
the true nature of Hindu nobility and its relevanteur modern world.

The temple has many visitors, including young pepahd we were able
to attend one of the rites which take place fivees a day. Afterwards
we could file past the consecrated images of peshterealised by their
actions a very elevated state of observance —cserlove, sacrifice,
humility, duty devotion, fidelity and tolerance,dso were worthy of
the devotion of worshippers. Many guides and videnstewards look
after the visitors — one we spoke to had retiredhfiNeasden rail depot
after 25 years.

The sun came out and warmed us for the visit -aol, the vegetarian
buffet was delicious!
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Our friend Ann Elliott died in Basildon
Hospital on Monday, 29" March and her
funeral took place in our church on
Wednesday, 1% April. For many years,
Ann battled against the effects of severe
arthritis and her husband Robert was her
devoted carer.

It is only a few months ago that | had the greatplre of spending an
afternoon with Ann and Robert, and hearing aboeit fife stories, so as
to write an article about them in the Messengeis la great sadness
now, with the whole church fellowship, to be matkimer death.

Ann grew up in Renfrew, a home of shipbuilding ¢ tClyde. Her
church, the Renfrew Free Church, played a promiparttin the town's
life. Her father was a 'working man’, a craftsmamegr, and she was
very proud that he was also an Elder of the chusehving alongside
other men from professional walks of life.

Robert belonged to the same church, and not uralgtuvent into
shipbuilding, training as an engineer, and during tlays of the war
spent many hazardous days at sea. In fact he andbAly met through
an introduction by a mutual friend, and then it wesd finding an
opportunity to get married, as Robert's life at seatinued to separate
them. Ann sampled the life at sea herself whenasisempanied Robert
on a voyage to Venezuela, as the wife of the ship&f officer, but they
then took the decision to continue their marriég din land.

When Lloyds sent Robert to work with Fiat MarinenrAfound herself
in Genoa, and it was there that their younger sas born.

On return they settled in Billericay in 1964, wheabert began to work
in London. They soon became members of our chueltbwiship, well

regarded and loved by all of us who knew them. Tdraily album,

compiled by their granddaughters Kirsty and Kenwhich we were
privileged to be able to see at the funeral gatigeriells a very happy
story of the family growing up, with Ann a livelgmiling and caring
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presence at its centre. Also on display were exespf her beautiful
water colours.
From her wheelchair Ann never ceased to be a gracamd friendly
presence in church, with a smile for everybody. aw have suffered
such pain and have complained
so little. We remember a very
gracious Scottish lady, as we send
our loving sympathy to Robert,
their sons Lyle and Ewan, Sue
and Jackie, and the
granddaughters.
Friends, neighbours and former
work colleagues all attended
Ann's funeral on 12 April
conducted by Trevor in our
church. Yvonne Cantlie and her
daughter Pamela flew down from
Scotland for this occasion. RD.
The picture shows how Kirsty and Kerry
will always remember their Nan.
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The tribute to Peggy Nisbet in last month's Messerapntained one
item which gave me pause for thought — the remdrét ther
grandfather's move from Scotland arose from a asawen between
Lord Petre and Lord Rowallan. | felt that some fignmemories must
have become distorted, and remarked so to RobibyBeire — he has
prompted me to probe further to confirm my thoughts

The first Lord Rowallan was ennobled in 1911, sitfieyears after the
Nisbets left Scotland. He was a builder and prgpdedveloper who
made a fortune from building much of Forest Gate &ter Seven
Kings: he also made what was termed a 'good matriabhis gave him
the resources for extensive philanthropy, for whigh was ennobled.
His son, whom | knew slightly in his later yeargaingh the Scout
Movement, was Chief Scout of the British Commonwe&b44-59, and
later Governor of Tasmania. So whoever broughtNisbets down to
Essex, it wasn't a Lord Rowallan! AAM
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The young people from ARK led the Palm Sunday senon 28

March. It was entertaining — as well as thouglavpking. What are the
attributes of famous kings? We soon found out € aot all the
qualities were good ones:
But Jesus was a different
kind of king and he brought
grace. ARK then became
the Billericay URC players
and presented ‘'Cadberry/s
Choc Chicks'. A stern Mr
Cadberry was fierce in
condemning those ‘chicks'
from the conveyor belt
whose beaks were a bit
wonky to a 'bad chicks bin'... Occasionally oneckhivas granted a
reprieve (grace). Grace is God's love in actioid Samon Houlton, and

the cross is the central part of our faith. Dopseach the blood of Jesus
and the Cross?

Our thanks to Lillie and Cara, Lucy and Charlotasmine and Joshua
and other young people from Ark for their dranfar their singing of
‘Love, shine a light', for their prayers and focewraging us all to shout
'Hosanna' and wave our palm crosses in celebrafitins special day.

22



LH)* (1% 0 -0/,

On T April, the Billericay Youth Choir gave their seabroncert since
they started singing last September. The concastavmixture of Easter
music and more light-hearted music. Simon Houltded by his wife
Tessa, is the conductor and musical director ofctiar. Well done to
everyone who took part. £260 was raised at theatnbalf to create
some Choir Funds, and the other half for The Holtucal Training
Programme of the Association of People with Disahika charity that
works with disabled people in Bangalore.
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Christians from all the churches of the town walkbbugh the High
Street on Good Friday, as a silent witness to #mthdof Jesus on that
day and the hope of resurrection. 'Look, lookh&,” a young child
said, as the traffic was briefly stopped to alldwe procession through.
Our minister Trevor gave two addresses at two sesviinked by the
Walk of Witness — one in the Methodist Church ahd other in the
Church of the Holy Redeemer.
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Our grateful thanks to Janet Phillips and JoyceilNamd other helpers
for decorating the church so beautifully at EasterThe large
arrangement of flowers was later taken to Mounings€ourt, where
patients and staff appreciated them and also emjtheEaster service of
readings and carols, led by the Rev. Colin Hunt.
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As we go to press, Kevin Jacob is preparing to irurthe London
Marathon in aid of Diabetes UK. Kevin is being spored by members
of the church and others. Philip Mynott will be&itay part in the Bob
Carpenter Memorial Walk visiting local churchesrente on & May in
support of the work of Christian Aid. If you woultke to add your
donation to either of these excellent causes, coritarna Jacob for
Diabetes UK and Simon Mynott for Christian Aid.
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Kathy and Bob Riester, who have twice come ovanfindianapolis to
stay in Billericay, have written to say that they dooking forward to

their retirement later this summer. Bob has alwaken a historical
interest in John Adams, the second US Presideftprayregationalist
from Massachusetts, and that might be a piecestdityi he might pursue
in retirement. Bob says that the Churches of €hoisvhich his own

church, Allisonville belongs, has links with therlgaCongregationalist
settlers in America. Now, however, the church isklag to the future
and a period of perhaps 6-24 months with an Intdvimister. Four

names have already been suggested by the 'Middlealory' staff who

make the arrangements for the church. We sen®bustian greetings
and good wishes to Kathy and Bob in their comintyement and to
their church members during this period of traositi

Recently, volcanic ash from Iceland has remindeghsticated
people in Europe of the uncertainties of life. Bplemf faith continlie
to seek the certainty of God's presence in them bwes and in qur
world, giving praises to Him 'through all the champscenes of life,
in trouble and in joy' as the hymn, which is basad’salm 34, putsg it.
At Easter, the story of the life, death and resitiva of Jesus reminds
us again of the human face of the living and lovibgd. Like the
volcanic ash, it is invisible but the effects aszyreal.
O God of all our world, we offer to you our dayday lives that we
may know you in every hour and in every circumsgané&uide the
peoples of the world as they search for your lowvingdom. Amen

Public Issues Calendar
9-15 May Christian Aid Weekwww.christianaid.org.uk
16 May Not for Sale Sunday (Churches Alert to
Sex Trafficking Across Europ@ww.chaste.org.uk
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“The poor you have always have among you,” saidslés his disciples
in John 12.8. Taken in isolation, this sets a [zs to what Jesus
meant. He was certainly not belittling the idearainey being given to
the poor. Caring for the poor and seeing thatigasts done in an
important part of the understanding of God in trebtéw scriptures (the
Old Testament of our Bible). Jesus was on thisasion chiding his
disciples — here it is Judas — for a mean-spirited
response to a generous gesture by a woman who
had used costly perfume to anoint his feet.

Far from discouraging his followers to ignore the
needs of poor people, on several occasions Jesus
was angry with those who exploited the poor.
That was not God's just world! This year
Christian Aid has taken as its slogan for
Christian Aid Week “Poverty, let's end it.” Of
course, it is a tall order and the challenges are
enormous. That's where practical, everyday faith
comes in. In the second week of May, thousands
of Christians, young and old, will be tramping frodoor to door,
organising events and trying to explain to the pedpey meet the
enormous difference that comparatively small am®witmoney, used

in local projects, can make in countries where feebpve so little.

Catherine Nyaata from Nairobi, Kenya, has benefitech a project that
has built a sanitation block for her community. Have learnt that
change is possible — my existence is not confinddis slum area. Now
| have a broader horizon,” she says. Jesus wouddystave approved.

It is fashionable in our own country to feel tha¢ \@re powerless to
change things, because our politicians don't listelowever, Christian
Aid Week is one time when we can really feel tha ean make a
difference — working through an organisation thelph people who are
much less fortunate than ourselves, to lead heal#imd more productive
lives and give their children hope for the futur€ast your bread upon
the waters [and it shall not return to you void]’an expression that has
entered the English language (Book of Ecclesidkle).
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The work of Christian Aid really begins when the mag has come in
and is ready to be used, sometimes literally sowlegseeds that make
bread for people to eat.
From 9-15 May 2010, a collecting army
of 300,000 people from 22,000 churches
in this country will be taking action to
fight poverty. Some will be using their
own talents in inventive ways — like the
young juggler Darryl Hackett and his
friends from the Youth for Christ and Urban Cirdrss who took to the
streets in their home town to promote the work dfri€ian Aid.
Christian Aid Week is a challenge — not only taseamoney, but to use
the talents of Christian people on behalf of therpend disadvantaged
among the peoples of the world.

CHURCH FLOWERS

May 2 Ina Swanepoel
9 Dianne Lough
16  Mayflower Ladies
23  Vacant
30  Betty Day

| wish to thank the kind folk who supplied floweasd all the willing
helpers who helped me decorate the Church withditevior Easter Day.

I thought all the cheery yellow Spring flowers |@aklovely.
Janet.

Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall
at 8.00pm, as follows:-

May 6 Kathy Henderson- Community Policing
13 Remus Horse Sanctuary - Talk
20 & 27 To be announced

Coffee Morning — 18 May
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