
��� �����������
���������	
���
������
��

 

���������������������	������������
�	��������	�����
���������
		��������������	������� �

�������� ��
���
�!�"�#�"
��������$$����%&�
 
 
 
 
 

�
�

�

�
�
�
�
�
�

 ���'�
�������������	(�)����*	���	�������	�����	��� ���
	���
!+��������
������*������������	���

�����,-.- �
"��(	�������	�) ������������	
��

�����
��������������
���
���������	�
�������������	���������	��	��

��������
��� ��������������������
 ��!��
���"����
���������	
����



 2

��������	
������	
���
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Jackson gathers up some of the Christian Aid Week 
collecting bags brought back to Church.  He reports that they 
contained some £1596 including £300 donated at our Poverty 
Lunch. (with some money yet to come in)  Thank you everybody 
for all your work and your generosity. 
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Dear David and Nick, 
 

Well, I am so glad you managed to get that 
situation sorted out. After all, you would not 
want the country to go ungoverned for too 
long (unless you are a convinced anarchist). 
As Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister 

I watched you stand in the Downing Street garden, elegantly clad and 
sporting your different blue and yellow ties. This seemed to be the only 
jarring note. Perhaps you need a coalition tie. What would the design be? 
Blue and yellow stripes seem to put across your message more clearly 
rather than mixing the two to produce a shade of green in my opinion. 
 

I must say it seemed odd to me that parties who denounced coalition as a 
bad idea (though embracing it in Scotland and Wales and even making it 
compulsory in Northern Ireland) soon sought coalition partners once the 
reality of a hung parliament hit home. It certainly kept the political 
analysts and the 24-hour news channels excited, almost to the point of 
hysteria though the financial markets and almost everyone I know 
managed to stay calm. It seems that you will have to live with a hung 
parliament, at least for a while, but take heart; some of us belong to a 
hung Church. 
 

Jesus may have prayed that his followers would be one so that the world 
might believe (John 17: 21) but it just does not seem to have worked out 
that way. We all know that there are different denominations and that 
although many of us get along better than we used to (just like you 
Conservatives and Liberal Democrats?) there is no immediate prospect 
of us all getting together to the point where we are doing the religious 
equivalent of wearing exactly the same tie. Even if we could somehow 
resolve all the differences and reconcile all the denominations that have 
arisen since the sixteenth century we would then still have to look East 
to the Orthodox and a much older division between Christians. 
Ecumenically speaking, we are a hung Church. 
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Denominationally, we are no less a hung Church, a hung United 
Reformed Church. There are some issues on which we just can’t seem to 
come to one mind. In recent years the URC has had impassioned debates 
about human sexuality, to the point where exhaustion set in and we 
moved on to other matters. We have to perform a tricky balancing act to 
respect the views of those who see infant baptism as acceptable and 
those who are committed to the practice of believer’s baptism. One of 
the Elders Meetings in this pastorate (no names, but they know who they 
are) could tell you that discussing this issue touches upon deep feelings. 
On Holy Communion, the three congregations of this pastorate even 
have different policies and approaches concerning the presence of 
children at communion and the presence of alcohol in the communion 
wine. 
 

The truth though is that we are not a hung Church so much as a “hang-
together Church”. In other words we are not defined by our differences 
but by what we hold in common; that we live in God’s world (Psalm 24: 
1); that even when the world has gone wrong God puts things back 
together again through Jesus Christ and our task is to share that message 
(2 Corinthians 5: 19). I doubt if the current coalition will be around for 
anywhere near as long as the United Reformed Church has managed so 
far but if you define yourselves by ideals and policies you share, ones 
that benefit the nation and the world, rather than your differences that 
will generate party and sectional self-interest you might just hang 
together for a while yet. 
 

Look forward to seeing how the new tie idea works out. 
  Trevor 
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The Revd John Marsh, moderator of the general assembly of the URC, 
said he believes that the Liberal Democrat-Conservative coalition may 
provide the UK with a unique opportunity to rebuild public trust in 
political institutions and the democratic process. ‘Let us hope that their 
commitment to the common good, and to cooperative politics, will 
withstand the storms that await them as they consider the challenges 
related to the fiscal deficit, unemployment, immigration, climate change 
and the war in Afghanistan.'  
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Wednesday   2   7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the Kathleen Martin 
Room  

Saturday   5   9.15am Prayer Fellowship in Kathleen Martin 
Room, until 9.45am  

Saturday   5   5.00pm Joint Pastorate Social Event at 
Brentwood URC; all invited 

SUNDAY   6 11.00am Communion service, led by Revd 
Trevor Jamison 

Thursday 10 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  

Thursday 10    Fellowship Group car outing to Hyde 
Hall gardens, in time for lunch 
(if wet, in Mayflower Hall 2.30pm) 

Thursday 10   7.45pm World Focus Committee meeting at 87 
Norsey Road 

Friday  11 ) ‘Celebrating Billericay’ Festival at  
to  )  St Mary Magdalen (High Street) 
Sunday  13 )   

SUNDAY 13 11.00am Morning Worship, recalling those who 
have been baptised or blessed here, led 
by Worship Group members 

SUNDAY 13  Global Day of Prayer event at West Ham 
Stadium 

Wednesday 16   7.45pm Dr Edmund Plummer will talk to us 
about Health Help International’s work 
in India; meeting in our church 

Saturday 19 11.00am Billericay-sponsored ‘Green Day’ at 
Emmanuel Church (to 4.00pm) 
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SUNDAY 20 11.00am All-age Service including Sacrament 
of Holy Communion, led by Revd 
Trevor Jamison 

SUNDAY 20   5.00pm Afternoon worship at Brentwood URC 
to which our church is invited. 
Theme: Sacrifice - with Abraham and 
Isaac in Genesis 22 

Thursday 24 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  

SUNDAY 27 11.00am Churches Together Praise in the Park 
at Lake Meadows - there will be no 
service at our church today 

#����

Saturday 3 9.15am Prayer Fellowship in Kathleen Martin 
Room (until 9.45am) 

Saturday 3  Bradwell Pilgrimage 

SUNDAY 4 11.00am Communion service led by Revd John 
Hickmore 

SUNDAY 4  Bazaar Meeting in Livingstone Room 
over coffee. 
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Our welcome to others 
We agreed to keep the present layouts for the order of service and 
weekly notices. And by continuing to leave Rejoice & Sing under the 
chairs, we help to free up a Sunday morning steward to give a special 
welcome to newcomers; also, it will be possible to use one of the 
bookcases for the church library. The outside notice boards will be 
angled at 45oto face oncoming traffic, and a WELCOME banner will be 
placed in front of the door to the stairs (at the north end outer vestibule). 
We noted with thanks that we have received a small glass cross via 
Belinda and John Jackson – it sits on the candle table. 
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Our worship 
There was support for the all-age service including Communion on the 
3rd Sunday of each month. The first of such services took place on 16th 
May. We noted the intention of the Worship group to run a ‘sing – 
along’ on 24th October; all will be welcome to learn a few new hymns 
after normal worship that Sunday, for use on subsequent Sundays. 

Young People 
We heard about the young people’s visit to Synod (Cara, Charlotte, 
Joshua, Lillie, and Lucy). And Joshua plans to go to the young people’s 
event that runs parallel to the General Assembly at Loughborough at the 
start of July.  

Calendar 
We noted the events coming up soon – events for everyone. There will 
be a Pastorate Social event on 5th June at Brentwood, the Billericay 
Festival on 11th to 13th June at St Mary Magdalen, and Edward Plummer 
from Health Help International will visit us on 16th June.  

We thanked a number of people who are giving help towards the 
Billericay Festival. Margaret Dunn has been our official representative 
on the Churches Together sub-committee; Irene Mackenzie is to create a 
flower display on our behalf; Ann Mynott, Margaret Hatchard, Robin 
Derbyshire, Dennis Jordan, Andrew Mackenzie and Peter Brierley are to 
serve on the steward rota. 

Remembrance Sunday was discussed; we agreed to have similar 
arrangements as last year i.e. a short service at our church, followed by 
those who are able going to the War Memorial for the united service 
with the British Legion and other churches.  We expect that the service 
will again be relayed into St Mary Magdalen. 

Christmas arrangements were reviewed. We agreed to have NO 
Christmas box, continuing what we did last year – instead, people will 
be encouraged each to give one card for the whole congregation to share. 
The Service of Lessons and Carols will be at a slightly changed time 
from last year, at 5.00pm on 12th December. There will be a service on 
Boxing Day, which is on a Sunday this year, but it is likely to be less 
formal than usual. There will be the now-regular Christingle, Christmas 
Eve Communion, and Christmas Day shortened service at 10.30am. 



 8

Evangelism 
Recognising the need to get a move on in deciding what to do about 
sharing our faith with others, Church Meeting agreed to bring forward its 
September meeting to Sunday, 11th July. The Evangelism Task Group 
will be providing its thoughts by end-June on the possible alternative 
ways forward. These thoughts build on the discussion at the Annual 
Church Meeting on 21st March. 
 

'.,�/�'��0�.��1��
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TQW is this year’s joint pastorate social event for people from 
Billericay, Brentwood and Ingatestone United Reformed Churches. It 
takes place Brentwood URC on Saturday, 5th June at 5.00 p.m., 
beginning with a sumptuous afternoon tea and then followed by a fun 
quiz, once again devised by our Minister, the Revd Trevor Jamison. 
The event concludes with a short act of worship, with departures 
taking place at 7.00 p.m. 
Everyone associated with the three congregations is welcome and 
encouraged to come along. Those intending to come are strongly 
encouraged to put their name on the sign-up sheet (preferably before 
Monday 31st May) to help those planning the catering and to facilitate 
car sharing. 
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Although it seems a bit early to be thinking about the Bazaar, I am 
holding a meeting after church in the Livingstone Room on Sunday 4 
July, during coffee.  The date of the Bazaar is Saturday 13 November. I 
am hoping we will come up with a new theme as good as the ones in 
previous years. If you have any ideas, please come to the meeting, and if 
you have not had a table previously, and would like one, please come 
and find out what it is all about.                          Margaret Dunn 
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���*  Sunday 25th July 
On Sunday 25 July - ARK leaders and children are going to Sun Corner 
for ‘Picnic & Rounders’.  Why don’t you come and join us after the 
church service!! Bring a picnic lunch, chairs/rugs etc., and help swell 
the numbers for a game of ‘Rounders’ or just watch the fun and enjoy 
the sunshine!!  
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���� We've invited Edward Plummer from 
Health Help International to come and speak to us on Wednesday 16 
June, at 7.45pm in the Church  about the work of HHI in India. He will 
bring with him his powerpoint presentation.  
A reminder that Edward would like to take back with him any used but 
usable articles you have for the work of HHI in Zasmbia. Examples are:  

Mobility aids of all sorts (crutches, wheelchairs, zimmer frames, walking 
sticks, etc), Long lengths of cotton (enough for a dress/suit), Shoes, and 
material for making shoes, Sewing and Knitting machines – particularly 
non-electric ones, Computers (high spec and laptops in particular), Library 
books, Tools (carpentry, welding), Office stationery, Spectacles, Wool, 
Bicycles in good working order, Manual typewriters, Fans, Floor tiles,  
Workshop tools (injector nozzle tester, pipe bending machines, injector 
pump tester, etc, Clinical drugs, We can also turn printer cartridges (not 
Epson), old mobile phones, and foreign coins into cash. 

Please bring any such articles to the meeting, or consult Margaret Dunn 
or Robin Derbyshire in advance.  
 
The Town Council announces its Green Day on 19 June in 
Emmanuel Church, Laindon Road From 11.00am to 4.00pm.  The whole 
church site will be available for presentations, fun competition and 
challenges, refreshments and much more.  Presentations and initiatives 
from large and small conservation companies will be a feature of the 
day. The underlying message will be Billericay's efforts in the 
conservation of our energy, water and fuel resources.  
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He was brought up in Chadwell Heath, and yes, 
he had some connection with the church, 
because he was in the Scout troop, that 
attended the Anglican Church regularly for 
parade services. His parents were not church-
goers however. His father was a milkman and 
had a round some distance away in Ongar. On 
Saturdays John would go and help him on his 
round, for which he was paid five shillings, 

because it was important that they got back home by midday, when the 
pigeons were expected to start returning.  
 

John's father was a pigeon-fancier, and took part in the homing races. At 
the start of the season the pigeons would be sent by train a relatively 
short distance, for example to the Cambridge area, then released to fly 
home. Gradually over the season the distances lengthened, to the north 
east of England, into Scotland and the longest distance they ever had to 
fly was from Lerwick.  Of course not all the pigeons returned. Some 
would stop off part way and would be lost. Others, especially over 
Yorkshire, fell prey to the peregrine falcons. (Did you know that 
Yorkshire was especially dangerous to overfly?).  But others got home. 
To complete their trip and have their time accepted in the race, they had 
to fly into the loft.  If they dallied on the roof they had to be coaxed in, 
otherwise all their efforts were null and void.   
 

National Service came. John had his School Certificate and so counted 
as one of the smarter recruits. He was sent to Malaya, to join the 
intelligence section. It was a time when the opposition to British rule 
was dying down, but there were still CTs (Communist Terrorists) about, 
who would intercept supply convoys, particularly for the food they were 
carrying. The main aim of the convoy system was to deprive the CTs of 
the food they needed to continue their struggle, and John would be sent 
ahead as a driver/signaller in an armoured scout car to look out for the 
enemy. His role in intelligence, he modestly says, was mainly confined 
to entering the record of all incidents on maps.   
 



 11

The military campaign continued in 
parallel with the maintenance of normal 
civilian life, especially in the cities. 
John was posted to Ipoh in central 
Malaya, where life in the leafy suburbs 
was pretty normal. There was a British 
presence, particularly of rubber planters 
and tin miners, and also many Chinese. 
The Malays were mainly Moslems. 
John became friends with another 
serviceman, from a religious family, 
whose minister has provided him with 
an introduction to the local 
Presbyterian minister. (John thinks this 
was partly to keep him on the straight 
and narrow in face of the various temptations of the big cities of 
Malaya.)   
As a serviceman you could only leave the barracks in twos (and carry an 
inconspicuous revolver, though it was never needed). So John 
accompanied his friend to the Presbyterian Church, where they were 
warmly received by the minister, Rev Bob Elder, and enjoyed very warm 
hospitality. While Bob's ministry was mainly to his ex-pat congregation, 
he would also visit detention centres where he was well respected.  
When John's friend was transferred to the north, John continued to attend 
the church, and before he returned home Bob suggested he be received 
into church membership, which John accepted.  
 

A letter from Bob Elder ensured that back home he quickly linked up 
with the local Presbyterian Church, and joined fully into its life. My 
problem, says John, was that much of what we were expected to believe 
was too simplistic. I found myself questioning the literal truth of what 
was recorded in the gospels. But I was a member of the Church 
Fellowship of Youth, and our minister, although he was a traditionalist, 
led discussions in which we put difficult questions, and he didn't get 
upset if we were sceptical of what he believed. 
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It was a time of questioning of some of the teachings of Christianity, 
particularly of the apparent clash between the teachings of science and 
theology, and like many people John was very taken by the book Honest 
to God by the Bishop of Woolwich, John Robinson. This book went 
through six editions in three months of its publication, and was 
welcomed by many who were seeking a Christianity they could believe 
in, though it outraged others who felt that it was undermining traditional 
teaching. 
John has steadfastly maintained his faith and loyalty to Christianity as he 
understands it. He responds best to the social gospel as it is taken out of 
church to the people.  He was an admirer of Donald Soper, the great 
outdoor orator, who week after week would perch precariously on a wall 
on Tower Hill, and argue the Christian case with eloquence and wit to all 
who came to listen to him, and 
there were many! 
 

“I was a very questioning person 
when I was younger, but now I 
don’t believe any more that you 
can reason your way to faith. Your 
faith becomes part of your life. 
Wherever there has been humanity 
we have sensed that there is 
something beyond. I remember the 
story of the recording angel, 
receiving a person who couldn’t 
say he was sure that he loved God. 
But it was recorded in the book 
that ‘he loved his fellow men’, and 
so he was accepted.” 
 

John, Catriona and their family settled in Billericay long ago, and John 
quickly found ways in which he could serve our church, especially as an 
Elder, and, using his professional expertise, as our  Treasurer. We still 
appreciate his involvement in aspects of our church life, including his 
genial presence at Tuesday Coffee Morning, and assure both him and 
Catriona of our continuing love and care for them both.  
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Honest to God was a short book, written 
by the Bishop of Woolwich in the 1960s, 
which had an instant appeal to many who 
found traditional Christian doctrine and 
practices out of tune with contemporary 
understanding.   
 

It rejected the biblical imagery which 
speaks of God as up there, or, even, as 
we sometimes say in the light of modern 
knowledge of the universe, 'out there'. 
This portrays God as apart from the 
world, a being who exists in his own 
right, and sends messages to the world to intervene from time to time.  
God is not outside the world, he is within us:  he is the ground of our 
being, not separate from us. He is not the kindly old grandfather who can 
be pushed into the corner while we get on with the business of life. Love 
is the ground of our being. Theological statements are not descriptions of 
the Highest Being, but an analysis of the depths of personal 
relationships. - the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Jesus Christ is 
'the humanity of God'.  It is in the relationships between man and man 
that we meet God.  
 

The stories of Genesis and the Fall are representations of the deepest 
truths about man and the universe, in the form of myth, rather than 
history, but they are just as valid as is historical truth. 
In the Old Testament Jeremiah rebukes the son of Josiah (22:15) saying 
that his father, unlike the son, dealt justly and fairly...dispensed justice to 
the lowly and poor. Did not this show he knew me, says the Lord? In the 
New Testament the story of the sheep and goats (Matt 25:31-46) shows 
that the only way that Christ can be met is through the least of the 
brethren. On the cross Jesus is the bearer of the final revelation. Utter 
surrender to others in love reveals the nature of God and lays bear the 
ground of our being as Love.  
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We are wrong to regard Holy Communion as pointing us to a God 
outside the world. We should not be facing eastward to an outside being, 
but gathered round a central table, meeting Christ in the common things 
of life, the bread and the wine being samples of common things. Christ 
stands among us, and strips away the religiosity that sets us apart from 
society.  
 

Love is the only commandment: all the other commandments are relative 
- guidance as to how we might live according to the demands of the 
Kingdom at a particular moment. ('Man is made for the sabbath and not 
the sabbath for man'.) The only intrinsic evil is the lack of love.  
 

Many of these thoughts confirmed the questioning that some Christians 
already had about biblical imagery and commandments, and they were 
relieved and enlightened to hear a bishop put them into words. His 
emphasis that God is to be found from within a person, and in loving 
person to person relationships, rather than in the worship of a God who 
is outside the world, found ready listeners, and brought renewed interest 
in Christianity to a generation who were increasingly sceptical.  
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again hosting a group of 12 children to visit Billericay for one month. 
The group is due to arrive from Belarus on Sunday, 20 June to spend 
their time with 7 host families. One of the events will be the usual 
barbeque held at Stockbrook Nursery on the evening of Friday 25 June, 
when all the helpers and supporters are welcome to join us. 
The children will be back at Stockbrook for an afternoon, with tea 
provided on Wednesday 30 June from 2-5, supported by members of this 
church. Assistance is always most welcome.  
 

The Messenger 
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the July/August 
issue by Sunday 20 June 2010. This issue will be published on 
4 July, as there will be no service at this church on 27 June. 
Articles are always welcome. Please speak to Robin Derbyshire 
at any time about any proposal you have. 

 
 
 



 15

#����$������
	��������
2����������)	������	��::::�
�
��;�����
	���������	
��	�������
��������
��������5�	
�(�
����$<�#�
��
 
Billericay Youth 
Choir has now been 
together since 
September 2009 and 
so we thought it was 
time we gave you all 
a brief catch up on 
how things are going.  
We now have a choir 
of 33 children (girls 
and boys) with ages 
ranging from 7 to 13.  
We have held two concerts one at Christmas 2009 and one at Easter 
2010.  Both of these concerts were very well attended and gave a 
wonderful opportunity for the children to showcase their talent.  We 
were also very pleased to be able to raise funds for charity, in total we 
have raised £500.00 since the commencement of the choir and have been 
able to support Health Help International and the Bangalore Disability 
project as well as giving our own choir funds a boost.   
We have also launched a new branch of ByC which we have named 
`Voci’.  This is a small group made up of children aged from Year 6 and 
above who have been auditioned and selected upon their singing ability.  
This group will sing with the main choir during rehearsals and concerts 
but also have their own rehearsal slot on a Thursday evening after the 
main choir has finished, their aim is to learn to read music and tackle 
more challenging pieces.   
If you would like to support and enjoy the music of ByC and Voci then 
please join us at our summer concert to be held on Sunday 18 July at 
6.00pm in the church.  If there are any suggestions for our charity 
collection at this concert please let us know.   
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We are also very pleased to announce that ByC has been selected by 
Waitrose for the month of June to be part of their community 
fundraising, so if you are shopping in Billericay’s Waitrose please 
collect your green token and consider placing it in the collection box for 
Billericay Youth Choir.    
ByC will also be performing at the Praise in the Park service in Lake 
Meadows on 27 June 2010.  
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our Summer 
Concert which is a celebration of songs from musicals.  
We have received fantastic support from the congregation and friends of 
Billericay URC.     Thank you!! 
 Simon & Tessa Houlton and the kids from ByC 
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Offertories (Freewill envelopes plus loose offerings): £8,320.88 
Budgeted target for the year = £24,000 
 (figure shows we have reached just over 4/12

ths 
 [or one third!] of our target) 
Balance in Communion Fund as at end of April = £499.49 
 
The Elders thank you for all your continuing support. 
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'Eyes along the coast' is the slogan of NCI, the National Coastwatch 
Institution. Miss Sue Reading, a 'Watchkeeper' volunteer since she 
retired, came to talk to the Fellowship in May about the work of 
Coastwatch. The first NCI station opened in 1995, following a tragic 
incident the previous year when two men went fishing in a Cornish cove 
and their boat was submerged by stormy seas.  The men's lives might 
have been saved, if Bass Point – like many other Coastguard stations – 
had not been closed a few years before. 
 

Tony Culmer was one of those two fishermen. Following her son's 
death, his mother Maisie and other local people campaigned to have an 
NCI station at Bass Point to act as the 'eyes along the coast'. She has 
given Bass Point Coastwatch unfailing support every since. Today, there 
are 40 operational Watchstations around the British coast, from 
Cornwall to Wearside.  These NCI stations come in all shapes and sizes.  
Some are former gun emplacements; one is an old harbourmaster's 
office.  One of the nearest to Billericay is the only one at the end of a 
jetty!  That is Holehaven Jetty at the end of Canvey Island.  There you 
see everything – from fishing boats to tankers. 
 

Every NCI station is 'manned' by a team of fully trained volunteers; the 
majority of them are retired people.  An increasing number of volunteers 
are women.  “We spot, plot and report,” Sue Reading told us.  The 
volunteers note everything that goes out to sea and everything that 
comes back. It can be an invaluable record. They also report, as 
necessary, to a range of agencies who are then able to take action.  Often 
the Coastwatch volunteers see things the Coastguards may have missed. 
They also note walkers using coastal paths and have been able to give 
information when walkers have gone missing.  
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Twenty-five years ago there were 30 lightships, 43 major coastguards 
stations and 60 lighthouses round our coasts.  Most of these have now 
gone.  Volunteers acquire considerable expertise in their training. They 
need to know what to do in an emergency, how to read charts and maps, 
to follow weather reports, and to be able to check amounts of cloud, 
temperature, wind speed etc. Local knowledge can also be very 
important too.  Initially, Sue said, women are better 'observers', but after 
training the men can be just as good. 
 

On one occasion, a Coastwatch station was able to report an incident at 
sea.  Something had been dropped 'off the back of a boat' and the 
incident ended up in court. Watchkeepers have a range of equipment – 2 
radios, a tape recorder.  Some stations have radar.  A wide variety of 
objects are washed up on beaches – all are reported and may require 
immediate emergency action.  But it is the huge increase of coastal 
leisure activities which have brought so many increased dangers.  
Inflatables float out to sea and windsurfing can be hazardous.  People 
think they can use their mobile phones for rescue but coastguards use 
radios for their work. 50% of those going out on the water don't know 
how to use charts.   
 

And the funding?  Well, it costs the government nothing.  The average 
NCI station costs £5,000 a year to run and every station has to raise its 
own funds.  The 2,000 volunteers pay for their own uniform.  This 
unique service is funded by the generous British public. “A lady in 
Torbay gave us a piece of land and we had a lot of help from local 
people, who were very generous, to build the station and get it going,” 
Sue said.   
 

NCI offers over 174,000 hours of organised coastal surveillance, and is 
actively involved in over 400 incidents each year – at no cost to the 
public.  Its mission is to assist in the protection and preservation of life 
at sea and along the UK coastline. It is hoped that soon all Coastwatch 
stations will be noted on Ordinance Survey maps (www.nci.org.uk for 
more information about the organisation). 
 
We thank Sue for a most interesting and enlightening talk on the work of 
Coastwatch.      

�
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On Sunday May 16th, Margaret Hatchard and Dennis Jordan were 
inducted as serving Elders; we pray for them as they take up this role 
again. We remember the ministry of Trevor and the other Elders in the 
life and witness of this church, in which members of the congregation 
also share.  May we guided and blessed as we go into the future.    
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Big party in the Mayflower Hall to 
celebrate Vera reaching a special 
birthday on 17 May. 
Many Happy Returns, Vera! 
and …………………… 
 
Kathleen Martin who celebrated 
her 93rd birthday with cards and 
flowers from many friends.   
 
Cara Houlton will be 9 on 14th 
June.  Happy birthday, Cara – we 
hope you enjoy a fun time with 
your family and friends. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
David Jackson has been selected to play Basketball for Essex. In their 
first tournament in May, they came 2nd – ahead of Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire, Norfolk and Suffolk, being beaten by Hertfordshire by 
2 points!!  Well done, David and well done to the Essex Team,  keep up 
the good work.  We wish you good luck for your Basketball events in the 
future.  
 
Congratulations and good wishes also go to Philip Mynott, who was 
elected as Liberal Democrat councillor for Brentwood North in the 
recent local elections.  Philip's brother, Graham in Yorkshire was the 
first to let the Mynott family in Essex know the result – he had seen the 
it come up on the screen and phoned through to tell them! Local 
councillors of all political parties work hard for their local communities 
and we wish Philip well in his new role. 
 

The day after his 
election Philip took part 
in the annual  Bob 
Carpenter Memorial 
Walk  to raise funds for 
Christian Aid – our 
thanks to him.   The 
walk is an ecumenical 
enterprise and this year 
18 people walked the 9 
miles 'round the 

churches of the district'.  Philip was sponsored in the walk and raised 
£125 for Christian Aid. He said that he very much enjoyed this excellent 
walk – in spite of having pounded the pavements for 6 hours delivering 
leaflets a few days before!  Graham Mynott and his young son Thomas 
also shared in the Poverty Lunch and we were pleased to see them again. 
 

(Picture shows Philip on the right, with Graham and Thomas at the 
Poverty lunch) 
�
�
�
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We send love and good wishes to the Lough family on the safe arrival of 
Luke on 22nd April to James and Laura, a brother for Adam and Hannah.   
 

We also send our loving good wishes to Joan Stevenson on becoming a 
great grandmother again.  Bethany Clare was born in April and Joan says 
that she now has three great-grandsons and two great-granddaughters 
with another baby expected later in the summer... Our loving good 
wishes go to Joan and her family.  
 

#���!%&��
�%��
Helen Wickes came to church on 
Sunday, 16th May with her 
daughter Rachel and fiancé Rob 
Glasson.  Helen said that they are 
to be married in Brighton (where 
her mother, who acts as carer for 
her aunt, lives) on 29th July and 
that there will be a Blessing on 
28th August in Billericay.  Helen 
is waiting for operations for 
carpal tunnel problems on her 
hands, but said that the first 
operation will not be till after the 
wedding. We send our love and 
good wishes to Helen and Rob as 
they make these plans for their 
wedding. 
 
 

!%�"���%�#��'��&�!%��
We all know Anne Poore as a modest person, but recently she admitted 
to being very 'chuffed' that her picture appeared in the Evening Echo.  
The reporter was doing a feature about the specially adapted computer 
equipment in Basildon, which allows Anne – in spite of her sight 
problems -  to pursue her hobby of researching her family tree. She says 
that she and another woman have been given Lottery funding for the 
course they are doing.  “I am making great progress,” Anne says.   
We send our love to Anne and wish her well in her researches.   
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We are grateful to everyone 
who helped raise money for 
Christian Aid Week, 
including collection 
organiser John Jackson. 
Cara Houlton found that 
she sometimes needed her 
older sister Lillie's help in 
reaching up to high letter 
boxes. We are sorry to 
know that her grandmother, 
Shirley Moult, suffered a 
badly damaged finger when 
she pushed an envelope 
through one door and she 
needed hospital treatment. 
(She managed a smile as the collecting bags were brought into church.) 
 
The annual Poverty Lunch to mark the end of Christian Aid week also 
helped to raise funds – our thanks to Ann, Shirley, Joyce and Margaret 
and other members of the World Focus committee for organising that.  
 
PRISON AND PRISONERS 
Sunday, 16th May was the first of our all-age communion services which 
will take place on the third Sunday of each month. We tried to connect 
with Philippi at the time when Paul and Silas were thrown into prison 
there (Acts 16).  What tourist attractions did Billericay have to offer and 
what connections did our town have to prisons?  Stocks were mentioned 
(are they still on the corner of Deer Bank Road and Norsey Road?) and 
the cell at Billericay police station.  It was pointed out that a good many 
years ago, the Girls Brigade could not visit the cell because there was a 
prisoner in it that night... A former member of our church was a 'bobby 
on the beat' locally... But see inside back cover for a more positive 
tourist attraction! 
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The recent focus on the work of Christian Aid is a reminder of the 
struggle for life of many people in countries dramatically poorer than our 
own.  Mercy is an elderly woman who lives in a densely populated part 
of Harare, the capital of Zimbabwe.  She brought up her three children 
when her husband died many years ago, but has no pension for her 
retirement. She is fluent in three languages, Shona English and Ndebele, 
but finding a job is impossible where 90% of people are out of work.  
She is dependent on her children for money, and that is not always 
forthcoming.  She is now behind with the rent and water bills.  Her 
electricity is free because one of her sons works for the company. “The 
Lord will provide,” Mercy says as she busies herself with work for her 
church and her local community. 
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The Middle Ages produced some women with remarkable spiritual 
insights, which still have something to say to us today.  Teresa was born 
in Avila in Spain on March 28th 1515 and is now remembered as Saint 
Teresa.  The following is one of her prayers: 
 

Christ has no body now, but yours; 
No hands, no feet on earth, but yours. 
Yours are the eyes through which 
Christ looks compassion into the world. 
Yours are the feet with which Christ walks to do good. 
Yours are the hands with which Christ blesses the world. 

 

May we walk with Christ and use our hands feet and eyes in his service. 
Amen 
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Each year the Baptist Union, the Methodist Church and the United 
Reformed Church produce a 'Public Issues Calendar' to encourage 
individuals and churches to reflect and pray on the wider issues of our 
society.  Websites are given for those who want more information 
 6 June Environment Sunday www.arocha.org.uk 
 14-20 June Refugee Week www.refugeeweek.org.uk  
 26 June International Day in Support of Victims of Torture 
  (www.fiacat.org/en/spip.php?rubrique21 
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 It happened in a small west country town some years ago.  A bus driver 
with passengers in his vehicle, suddenly saw his wife from whom he was 
estranged and pursued her, taking the bus off its route despite the 
protests of the passengers.  He clearly had a problem, which became 
worse when his employers heard about it! 
 

What was the problem?  It was more than breaking the regulations and 
he didn’t obviously break any of the 10 Commandments.  The problem 
was within himself – an attitude which sought to frighten and intimidate 
someone against whom he had a grudge. 
 

The attitude which seeks to assert one’s own will, regardless of God or 
anyone else, the Church calls “Sin”.  It’s not a word which is often heard 
outside religious circles. In society at large, “sinners” have broken the 
civil law and are in prison – or should be. 
 

So what does it mean to us when we are told in Church that our sins are 
forgiven?  What sins?  And more importantly, where do we go from 
there?  Is it alright to carry on in the same way because any further 
sinning will be forgiven so there’s no need to worry about it? 
 

Jesus recognised sin as an inward disease which needed to be healed.  
He made it clear that no-one is imprisoned in the past; God IS always 
prepared to forgive because he longs to have a restored relationship with 
us.  Our inward problem is what caused the breach.  Every one of us has 
spoiled that relationship with God in many ways.  But sin is not 
irresistible, and when we are certain of two things, it can be overcome. 
 

Most obviously we need to be convinced that God loves us and longs to 
be in relationship with us.  The Old Testament prophet Hosea knew that 
to be true, centuries before Jesus was born.  His own experience of 
loving an unfaithful wife and longing to restore the relationship with her 
was only prevented by her unwillingness.  Similarly, any reluctance 
about a restored relationship with God is entirely on our side.  Jesus 
demonstrated that there are no limits to God’s love.  Secondly, there has 
to be an act of will on our part.  Jesus said, “Go and sin no more.”  That 
means a discipline in our lives which we shall only be enabled to exert 
by relying on God’s love and strength.   
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The rewards are phenomenal!   Like any challenge, it’s not achieved all 
at once, but God sees the heart and lovingly restores us in relationship 
when we fail.  “Come near to God and he will come near to you.”  
(James 4. v.8) 
It’s never too late to be what you might have been!  Our sins ARE 
forgiven. 
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 June 6 Joyce Elliott June 27 Ina Swanepoel 
  13 Brenda Rees July 4 Thelma Woods 
  20 Ann Mynott 
 

Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall 
at 8.00pm, as follows:- 

 June 3 Peter Benson – Essex School of Woodcarving 
  10 To be announced 
  17 Members' Lunch in the Ivory Rooms 
  24 Joyce Cornes – Talk & Film Show 
 July 1 Janet Saunders – Quiz 
  8 Ann Hardy – A talk on the Queen’s dressmaker 
  15 Social Evening – last meeting of the term 
 September 9 To be announced – first meeting of Autumn term 

Coffee Morning – 15 June & 20 July 
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‘Sing it with Flowers’ is a floral choral evening by THE CHOIR FOR 
ALL SEASONS at their summer concert, celebrating our love of 
flowers, especially at this season. 
As always we have drawn on a wide range of music, from madrigals 
and part-songs through to folk music and songs from the shows, from 
Thomas Morley and Camille Saint-Saens (the ‘Carnival of Animals’ 
composer) through Gustav Holst (of ‘Planets’ fame) and Benjamin 
Britten to Noel Coward and Rodgers and Hammerstein. 
THE DATE is  Saturday 3rd July, THE TIME  8.00pm, THE 
VENUE the United Reformed Church, Chapel Street, Billericay, 
THE TICKETS are a mere £6.00 from choir members, ‘Presence’ in 
Billericay High Street or by ringing 01277 656935.�


