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An artificial leaf, painted 

by a mother in India, for 

sale here, through 

Health Help 

International to help her 

feed her children. 
 

Please support her, and 

look for more of these 

flowers for sale on the 

vestibule table.  
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Trevor Jamison writes 
An Unforgettable Sacrifice 
 

From the Bible: 
Isaac said, “Here is the fire and wood but where 
is the sheep for a sacrifice?” Abraham answered, 
“God will provide himself with a sheep for a 
sacrifice.” (Genesis 22: 7, 8) 

From The Independent on June 21st 2010 

A spokesman for 40 Commando, based in Taunton, Somerset, said: "Our 
thoughts are with his immediate family who were with him at the 
hospital. His courage and sacrifice will not be forgotten. We will 
remember him."  

The Prime Minister stated, “Of course the 300th death is no more or less 
tragic than the 299 that came before. But it is a moment, I think, for the 
whole country to reflect on the incredible service and sacrifice and 
dedication that our armed services give on our behalf.  

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/david-cameron-britain-
should-reflect-on-role-in-afghanistan-2006415.html 

Genesis Speaks Today is the title for a series of sermons I have been 
preaching during 2010 at the 5.00 p.m. services at Brentwood United 
Reformed Church on the third Sunday of each month (to which all are 
welcome). I must admit I chose the title because it was the catchiest I 
could think of whilst working against the deadline set by church 
magazine editors. I did not expect it to describe reality quite so well. 
 
In previous months we learned that, like Adam and Eve, we human 
beings are created for company, both with each other and with the rest of 
creation. Later, we pondered that John Venables, like Cain, the biblical 
murderer of a younger child, is a ‘marked man’. Then the biblical flood 
confronted us with the implications of contemporary climate change and 
an appropriate human action.  
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On the next occasion God’s covenant with Abram impelled us to 
consider human 
response in terms of pushing Christian Aid envelopes through letter 
boxes. Most recently, in June, we arrived at Genesis 22, the instruction 
from God to Abraham to sacrifice his beloved son, Isaac. For Christians 
who read this story it is packed with intimations of another death, one 
that it is yet to come in the biblical timeline. It is hard to read Genesis, 
which speaks of a father’s beloved son, forced to carry the wood on his 
shoulder that will be used to create the instrument of his death; a death 
due to take place on a hill and understood as a sacrifice, and not think of 
Jesus. 
 
Many Christians are comfortable with the language of sacrifice 
concerning the death of Jesus – the death of one living creature in order 
that others might live and flourish. Some Christians are not so happy, 
saying that we should not describe Jesus’ death in ways now alien to our 
society. Yet we today do use the language of sacrifice, as the quotations 
above concerning the sad death of yet another British soldier in 
Afghanistan demonstrate. Concerning the death of Jesus there is little 
point in detailed questions asking who is being sacrificed by whom and 
to whom (can God really sacrifice himself to himself?). ‘Sacrifice’ here 
is a metaphor, trying to describe a reality, not the whole reality itself and 
there are other images which can also be and are used to describe the 
significance of Jesus’ death. What matters is that ‘sacrifice’ speaks of 
the reality that Jesus’ death brings life to others. The changed lives of 
Christian believers provide evidence that this is so. 
 
Concerning the ‘sacrificial’ death of soldiers in Afghanistan, there are 
times when soldiers have died, sacrificing themselves to save the lives of 
others. More widely, our Prime Minister is correct; each death of 
military personnel is not just a tragedy but represents for us an 
opportunity, a duty, to consider to what extent their deaths bring life to 
others, both in Afghanistan and in the wider world. Careful 
consideration of such costly sacrifice, balanced against what is achieved 
is the true basis for political decisions about the way forward. We should 
pray for our political leaders as they proceed to make these life and death 
decisions. 
 Trevor 
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Saturday   3   9.15am Prayer Fellowship in Kathleen Martin 
Room, until 9.45am 

Saturday   3  Bradwell Pilgrimage  

SUNDAY   4 11.00am Communion service, led by Revd John 
Hickmore 

SUNDAY   4  Bazaar Meeting in Livingstone Room 
over coffee 

Wednesday   7   7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the Kathleen Martin 
Room  

Thursday   8 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  
(Last until September) 

Thursday   8   2.30pm   Fellowship Group meets in the 
Mayflower Hall 
Ted Bennett: Wood Carving 

Saturday 10   9.30am Synod evangelism day, at Braintree 

SUNDAY 11 11.00am Morning Worship, led by Miss 
Margaret Hatchard 

SUNDAY 11 12.45pm Church Meeting in the Mayflower 
Hall 

Monday 12   5.30pm Evangelism Task Group meets in the 
Kathleen Martin Room 

Tuesday 13   7.45pm Worship Group meets at 58 Norsey 
View Drive 

Tuesday 13   8.00pm CTB meeting at Emmanuel Church 

SUNDAY 18 11.00am All-age Service including Sacrament 
of Holy Communion, led by Revd 
Trevor Jamison 

SUNDAY 18 11.00am  Rotary Fun Day at Sun Corner 
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SUNDAY 18   5.00pm Afternoon worship at Brentwood URC 
to which our church is invited. 
Theme: Struggle – between Jacob and 
God in Genesis 28 

SUNDAY 18   6.00pm Summer Concert in our church, by the 
Billericay Youth Choir 

SUNDAY 25 11.00am Morning Worship, led by Mr Simon 
Houlton 

SUNDAY 25 12.15pm Picnic & Rounders at Sun Corner – ARK 
invite all to join them (Page 7) 

 

������	��������	���	�� ���	����  

SUNDAY   1 11.00am Communion service, led by Revd 
Colin Hunt 

Wednesday   4   8.00pm Church Weekend Committee meets in 
the Kathleen Martin Room 

Saturday   7   9.15am Prayer Fellowship in Kathleen Martin 
Room, until 9.45am  

SUNDAY   8 11.00am Morning Worship, led by Mr Peter 
Brierley 

Thursday 12   2.30pm Fellowship Group garden afternoon at 
Stockbrook Garden Centre, courtesy of 
Peter Brierley 

SUNDAY 15 11.00am All-age Sacrament of Holy 
Communion, led by Revd John 
Hickmore 

SUNDAY 22 11.00am Morning Worship, led by Margaret 
and Robin Derbyshire 

SUNDAY 29 11.00am Morning Worship, led by Revd 
Trevor Jamison 
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In November 2008, our Church Meeting agreed to a vision statement. 
The focus would continue to be on our loving God; to worship and God 
and to respond to the needs of God’s creation – of people and the 
environment. But the main vision is for growth and development.  

As someone mentioned at the time, it is easy to pass a resolution to 
adopt the words of a vision; it is a different matter to do something about 
it. And that was a daunting prospect.  

But we have worked at it. We’ve made changes in our welcome to 
newcomers. Additionally, we have experimented with different ways of 
worship and promoting small groups. 

On 11th July the Church Meeting is being asked to make a decision about 
the way forward on another piece of the growth ‘jigsaw’ - how we share 
the Good News of the Gospel with others. Another scary item, but 
maybe less difficult if we are guided by two basics: 

�� ���������	
�
�	��
��
� �

Surely we have confidence in ourselves and the Gospel message? We 
are about love and justice; we are awe-inspired by the wonders of 
God; we endeavour to be an inclusive church. We can say to others: 
‘You are of value to us because you are of value to God’. 

�� ���������	
�

�
������

I am reminded of advice that Radio Essex reputedly used to give to 
those embarking on radio ministry – ‘your target audience is Doreen 
of Basildon; don’t underestimate her intelligence and don’t 
overestimate her interest!’  

Where we believe that we have some answers, we have to 
communicate in a way that allows people to examine those answers 
in the knowledge that they won’t be unduly pressurised to accept 
them as their answers also. And we should look at the ‘churchy’ 
words we use, and either avoid them or explain them. 

Let’s hope we can come to a common mind on 11th July as to the 
next steps. 



 8

�������	
������

����������������
������
��	������

�� ������������	��������	��������
���������

Alan successfully applied for a grant from Veolia ES Cleanaway 
Pitsea Marshes Trust towards the cost of replacing the ceiling tiles. 
As a result, we have received a grant equal to the major part of that 
cost. We thank Dennis for liaising with the contractor, Dave 
Segelov, whilst Alan was away and when most of the work was 
carried out. I think we would all agree that the new ceiling is a great 
asset to the hall? 

�� �����������	����������������

Dennis has acted as intermediary for our church with Essex County 
Hockey Association. Shortly after Peggy’s funeral, the Hockey 
Association expressed the wish that the garden chair that they had 
donated to Peggy might be passed to our church in her memory. 
Through the Executors, it has been agreed that the garden chair can 
come to us. The Hockey Association has agreed with the Elders 
(through Dennis) that it will be located in the Garden of Rest (Old 
Burial Ground), where it will be accessible as an amenity for the 
general public. Dennis and Alan are arranging for its precise 
positioning, plaque, etc.  
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Offertories (Freewill envelopes plus loose offerings): £10,762.55 
 Budgeted target for the year = £24,000 
 (5/12ths of the annual figure = £10,000, so the above total 
  shows we are just ahead of our target) 
Balance in Communion Fund as at end of April = £536.49 
The Elders thank you for all your continuing support. 

 
�)��)�	,	�������"	�!	"��	������	

On Sunday 25 July - ARK leaders and children are going to Sun Corner 
for ‘Picnic & Rounders’.  Why don’t you come and join us after the 
church service!! Bring a picnic lunch, chairs/rugs etc., and help swell the 
numbers for a game of ‘Rounders’ or just watch the fun and enjoy the 
sunshine!! 
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This year we raised a significant £1420 from 
door to door collections and £300 from poverty 

lunch. So thank you to all of you who were involved in this.  
Thanks too for not losing heart, it would be easy to. We face an 
enormous task; both as a church when attempting to ‘do our bit’ and 
individually when we think of the response that we may and often do get 
when knocking on strangers doors. I know some of you feel you are too 
old, too young, too busy or just too fed up to help. Some of you have 
been serving God in this way for decades, some have even been injured 
whilst helping like Shirley Moult who had to be taken to hospital when 
she cut open her finger on a letterbox! We can all think of many reasons 
NOT to collect for Christian Aid. But THANKYOU to all of you who do 
help, it really does make an enormous difference to the work of that 
Christian Aid can do.  On a personal note though, you may find like me 
that it makes you feel just a little bit closer to God when you do 
something small, yet significant to serve Him. 
If we didn’t ask you or you were too busy to help this year please do 
help us in 2011; the date will be 8th-14th May. Belinda & John  
 
 

	

�
����� 	���	0������ �	
You’ll find a special folder with this title inside your Messenger this 
month. It is to do two things. One is to raise much needed money for 
the running of Christian Aid, during this time of financial difficulty for 
them, and the other is to remind ourselves of the many blessings and 
privileges which we enjoy in our live compared with those living in 
the major part of the world. 
Please will you (and your family, if there are others in your household) 
set about using it from the week beginning Sunday 11 July. 
If you come too it late you can catch up, of course. And in six weeks 
time we’ll see just what we have raised together! 
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TQW stood for Tea, Quiz and Worship of course 
Once a year the members of the three Joint Pastorate churches have the 
chance to get together in social vein, and this year we were hosted by 
Brentwood.  We enjoyed a tasty tea, including a delicious choice of 
cakes. Tables exclusive to one church were strictly ruled out, so three 
Margarets found themselves on the same table, Margaret Cheer from 
Brentwood, and Maggi Smith and Margaret Derbyshire from Billericay. 
After the tea the quiz was conducted by Trevor with ministerial panache. 
All tables showed knowledge in depth of films, politics and such like. 
but was it coincidence that the table of the ‘three Maggies’ came out 
winners?!   The worst scores, it must be said, were obtained on hymns.  
Well, you know the line ‘Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail’, sung 
it many times, but what on earth is the first line?  Finally we went 
upstairs to our closing worship, based on the Lord’s Prayer.  
We from Billericay were sorry that several who would have enjoyed the 
time together were off on holiday, but we did appreciate the hospitality 
we received from our friends at Brentwood, and thank Trevor for 
presiding over both the entertainment and the devotions.  
 

Living Prayer:  the work of the Prayer Fellowship 
In a church community, there are many ways to seek and search for God.  
One of these is through prayer on behalf of the community in which we 
live, both inside and outside the church.  The Prayer Fellowship meets in 
the Kathleen Martin room at the church on the first Saturday of each 
month from 9.15 am for about half an hour, with a time for coffee and 
chat after that. 
 

You may feel that Saturday mornings are too busy for you to spare the 
time.  However, if you are down in the town and can spare only a few 
minutes, please do come in and share a special quiet time of reflection 
with us.  If you are housebound or that time is too early in the day for 
you, we invite you to pray along with us at that time.  If you have any 
special concerns you would like us to pray about, please contact us.  If 
these are personal, then anything you say will be confidential to the 
person you talked – unless you agree for this to be shared. 
We are linked to one another and to God in bonds of prayer as we care 
for one another and our world in His name.  
 Margaret Derbyshire and Pat Stockdale  
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ARK gave us Naboth’s Vineyard, a powerful story of 
greed and its terrible consequences, 
(as in , approximately, 1Kings 21).  
King Ahab made a proposal to Naboth 
‘Your vineyard is close to my palace’. Let 
me have it for a garden, and I shall give 
you a better vineyard in exchange, or if 
you prefer I shall give you its value in 
silver.  
But Naboth answered ‘The Lord forbid 
that I should surrender to you land which 
has always been in my family. 

(Picture shows the Lord forbidding this.) 
 

Ahab went home sullen and angry.  He took 
to his bed and refused to eat. When his wife 
Jezebel came in to him and asked ‘Why this 
sullenness and why this refusal to eat?’ he 
replied: ‘I proposed that Naboth should let 
me have his vineyard, and he refused.’ 
 

Jezebel retorted: ‘Are you not king in Israel? 
Come eat and take heart. I shall make you a 
gift of Naboth’s vineyard.’ 
 
 

She wrote letters in Ahab’s name,  
sealed them with his seal, and sent 
them to the elders of the city. 
‘Proclaim a fast and give Naboth 
the seat of honour. Opposite seat 
two unprincipled rogues to charge 
him with cursing God and the 
king, then take him out and stone 
him to death. The elders carried 
out the instructions Jezebel had 
sent them, and the word was sent 
to Jezebel that Naboth had been stoned to death.  
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As soon as Jezebel heard 
of the death of Naboth, 
she said to Ahab: ‘get up 
and take possession of the 
vineyard for he is no 
longer alive’.  
 
(Actually you can see that 
she is the active one, 
while Ahab just sits there 
and reads the paper). 
 

 
So, (though this is not in 
the bible), they got a 
garden consultant in to 
help them plan the 
wonderful new garden 
which they would make of 
their ill-gotten gains. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The word of the Lord came to Elijah. 
(via mobile phone, of course): 
 
‘Go down at once to King Ahab of Israel: 
You will find him in Naboth’s vineyard.  
Say to him ‘This is the word of the Lord.  
Because you have sold yourself to do 
what is wrong in the eyes of the Lord, I 
shall bring disaster on you: I shall sweep 
you away.’ 
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So Elijah went and gave the Lord’s 
message to Ahab, exactly as the 
Lord had told him to, and Ahab tore 
his clothes, put on sackcloth and 
fasted 
(that comes after this picture was 
taken, but you can see that Elijah is 
giving it to Ahab hot and strong) 
And the Lord did indeed sweep 
away Ahab and his devious wife Jezebel.  
(read this in 1Kings chapter 22!) 
_______________________________________________________ 
�
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as he prepares to cycle from London to 
Paris from Thurs 22nd  to Sun 25th July, 
to raise funds for …….. 
‘Action Medical Research’. 
The charity was founded over 50 years 
ago, and has pioneered innovations 
such as Polio vaccinations in 
the1950's, to recent developments in 
targeting treatments for rare children’s 
diseases.  They find and fund the very 
best medical research to help save and 

change these children’s lives. 
Their research covers three vital areas of unmet medical needs: 
�� Tackling premature birth and treating sick and 

vulnerable babies. 
�� Helping children affected by disability 
�� Targeting rare diseases 

In total we are covering over 330 miles in 4 days (with a short ferry ride 
from Dover to Calais), this year the charity is hoping to raise £1,000,000 
from all participants of the London to Paris Ride. 
If you can help support this charity, there is a Sponsor Form in the 
Church Vestibule for you to sign or you can give via the website.  Thank 
you very much. www.action.org.uk/sponsor/richardlough 
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‘Hope’ on a tandem – or maybe a wing and a prayer 
 

Harvey Bradley 
spent the Billericay 
Celebration 
weekend at St 
Mary’s, painting a 
composition titled 
‘Hope’ in oil paints 
on canvas.  With his 
wife, Barbara, he is 
raising funds for 
Christian Aid 
toward helping 
farmers in Africa 
meet the challenge of climate change.   
 

In July Barbara and Harvey will ride 300 miles on a tandem from 
London to Paris to focus on this cause. If you can help them raise funds 
please sign their sponsor form on our vestibule table as soon as 
possible.  
 

They will… 
· Cycle – London to Dover/Calais (80 miles), Calais to Arras 

(78 miles), Arras to Compiegne (73 miles) and Compiegne to 
Paris  (66 miles) 

· The grand Cycle into Paris and the Eiffel Tower … Great!! 
· See the finish of the Tour de France (get some tips from the 

professionals) 
· Home again to finish fund raising 

Why? 
· Get fit and prove that Billericay over 65’s can still do it 
· Concerns over the effects of climate change in Bangladesh, 

India, Africa and South America 
· To support Christian Aid to assist communities suffering crop 

failure, droughts, floods etc. to get back onto their feet again 
· Raise £3500 for these causes. 
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The Cater Museum is Fifty 
....and the Congregational Church was in at the bir th 
On Saturday 8th May 2010, the Cater Museum at 74 High Street, 
celebrated its 50th anniversary.  John Baron MP described it as the 
‘jewel in Billericay’s crown’.  Mrs. Alice Mary Cater founded the 
Museum in memory of her husband, William Alexander Cater, who had 
been a shipping magnate, but was also an antiquarian and collector of 
Billericay artefacts. They lived at Hill House in Stock Road.    
 

After her husband’s death, Mrs. Cater bought the town house in the 
High Street, which had been the home of Mr. Fred Eales, a saddler (who 
is remembered by a member of our church for stitching up her 
schoolbag).  Fred Eales used to say that this was the last house in 
Billericay to display an oak branch over the doorway on ‘Oak Apple 
Day’ to commemorate the escape of Charles II by hiding in an oak tree 
after the Battle of Worcester, 1651.  At one time every house in the 
town observed this custom! 
 

Harry Richman was 
appointed as the first full 
time curator of the Museum 
in October 1961 and later 
wrote ‘Billericay and its 
High Street’ dedicated to the 
late Mrs Cater.  The opening 
of the Museum was 
celebrated with a garden 
party.  Mrs Cater and guests 
came across the road from 

the Old Shambles and she unlocked the door of the new Museum.  Mrs 
Cater had been a member of Billericay Congregational Church for 20 
years and the minister, the Rev. Jim Wilkinson (extreme left of photo) was 
present at the opening and became one of the Museum Trustees. 
 

William Taylor was another former member of our church and in his 
history of the church ‘Calling the Generations’ he says that when Mr. 
Wilkinson became minister of the then Congregational church in 1951, 
the population of the town was just 9,000 and it was still quite rural – 
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something that probably appealed to the young minister, who grew up 
in rural Oxfordshire. 
 

Harry Richman, in his book about the High Street, refers back to the 
Kluhts, father and son who became ministers of the Congregational 
chapel in the 19th century and whose memorial plaque is in our church.   
Rev. B.H. Kluht was minister from 1847-56 and his son Alfred was a 
student at New College, London when, after his father’s death, he was 
called to ministry in Billericay.  He served the church from 1876 to 1895, 
during which time the town suffered from severe agricultural depression. 
Like his father, Alfred Kluht left the pastorate on health grounds (he 
suffered from asthma).  Both ministers, says Richman, were popular “and 
there are people who still remember the crowded church and the lines of 
carriages outside, during their ministry in Billericay.” 
 

Mrs. Cater is remembered in Harry 
Richman’s book not only as a 
benefactress to the town – donations 
of local items are still being made to 
the Museum – but for her generosity 
to the Congregational Chapel.  In 
1948, the Electricity Board 
connected the current for the church 
lighting, and the cost of installation 

was paid for in memory of her late husband.  Till then the church organ 
had depended on the manual efforts of an organ blower.  The cost of this 
change was £85 and was also paid for by Mrs. Cater.  She had 
“previously presented a new Font and was always a generous 
benefactress of the Church.  This was not widely known because her 
liberality was always performed quietly and unobtrusively.” 
In 1952, Mrs. Cater offered to set aside part of her premises at Hill House 
for conversion into three flats for retired ministers.  These she offered to 
the Congregational Union, but they were unable to accept the gift and 
Mrs. Cater subsequently gave them to the Baptist Union.  William Taylor 
records that in early 1962 the Congregational Church needed to repair the 
exterior of the Church building and had to raise £850.   
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The Church benefitted at the same time “by the generosity of Mrs. Cater 
who desired to improve the facilities at the rear of the Church, and 
subsequently met the entire cost of modernising the church parlour, 
installation of ventilators and new gas heating. Mrs. Cater died suddenly, 
in May 1962, at a time when she still had in mind plans to provide 
additional benefits for the church.” 
 

To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Museum, its curator 
Christine Brewster has compiled a book of Harry Richman’s drawings.  
He was so proud of Billericay’s historic architecture that he recorded 
much of it in ink drawings.  The book costs £8.50 and is available from 
the Museum. 

 

In addition to its usual displays, the Cater 
Museum arranges special features most months.  
In August 2010, this will be ‘Trading fairly – A 
Quaker approach’, which should be of interest to 
members of our church.  The Museum is open 
2.00-5.00 pm Mondays to Saturdays, except on 
Bank Holidays.   
 

The back garden of the Cater Museum, 
well worth a visit. 
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This year, we’re pleased to tell you that Marks and Spencers Cafés is 
also part of the big event.  If you pop into a café between 4th August 
and 25th September, you’ll find special offers on coffee and other 
tasty treats that’ll help raise money for Macmillan.  There will also be 
a number of exclusive items on sale in the cafés so keep your eyes 
peeled!!  

 
The Messenger 

Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the September 
issue by Sunday 15th August 2010.  Articles are welcome.  
Please speak to Robin Derbyshire at any time about any 
proposal you have. 
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How Centrepoint   helps to put together 
The ‘broken society’ 

The gang culture and an alternative 

The expression ‘broken society’ was often used during the general 
election.  It wasn’t closely defined, so it could trigger feelings of general 
dissatisfaction, despair and even fear of what we hear and read so much 
about: violence, drug addiction, gang warfare, lawless hoodies, knife 
crimes, and muggings. As a slogan it had a self-fulfilling effect. 
Anything broken can’t just be repaired. It has to be thrown away and 
replaced. A politician who promises a fresh start is on the way to getting 
our vote.  Leave it to them.  
In our more thoughtful moments we reflect on how we might mend it. 
We realise the solution is not more and more security cameras, or 
locking more people up. One reason is a breakdown in family life, 
parents who can’t or won’t cope and children who are left without a role 
model.  

Centrepoint, which works in our cities has provided food and 
shelter homeless young people for many years, and is now 
targeting its efforts to fight the causes of gang crime. They have 
experts who have worked closely with young people caught up in 
gangs, and have traced the connection between family disfunction 
and gang membership.  And they are rescuing youngsters and 
giving them a fresh start.  

A Centrepoint specialist in gang culture says: “It’s so easy for young 
people who are growing up with very little, feeling they’re at the bottom 
of the ladder, and with low expectations, to believe that life has to 
include gang culture. If you’re socially excluded, and very often 
homeless, the sense of belonging to a gang is a perfect recruiting tool. 
The gang becomes a substitute family that can help to solve worries.”  
The politicians have done their bit:  a Government Youth Crime Action 
Plan was released in 2008, and Centrepoint built on it. By offering 
homeless young people a better life, a decent secure room of their own 
and teaching them skills, motivation and self-confidence,  
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they leave the gangs behind, preferring to make something of themselves 
in the world of work and society at large. Prevention is the answer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As a child Stacey was passed between family members, and lived in 
loveless foster homes. She spent nights in derelict buildings or 
breaking into shops to find food. As a teenager it wasn’t long before 
she was recruited by a local gang, surrounded by heroin and crack 
addicts and learned how to steal and fight, including fatal knife and 
gun attacks on rival gang members. She spent time in a Young 
Offenders Institution and attempted suicide. An unexpected pregnancy 
made her realise that something had to change.  “I didn’t want my 
child to go through what I went through”, she said. “I wanted her to 
have good food, nice clothes and a good education, all the things I 
didn’t get”.  
She was rescued by Centrepoint and given her own room in one of its 
centres. She had guidance from her support and development worker, 
and all the independence she could cope with. She learned everyday 
life skills and how to treat others with respect and has taken a course 
in business administration. Now she’s moved into a flat of her own 
with her baby daughter, but still regularly meets her support and 
development worker. At long last she feels she has a new outlook and a 
purpose and the tools to achieve it.  

 

The Centrepoint story has plenty of such successes: Kerry, kicked out of 
home and a gang member, accepted to study psychology at Greenwich 
‘to help others avoid situations like her own’; Ryan who arrived at 
Centrepoint to have ‘the first decent night of his life’, and is now a 
talented footballer looking for professional career; and Anna who 
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escaped an oppressive and physically abusive family , now completing a 
childcare course, and going on to study child psychology and train as a 
nursery teacher. 
The media portrayal of gang crime can make the scale of gang activity 
worse, as its members want to live up to image they read about. We hear 
less about the reasons young people get involved in gangs, such as 
poverty and the need for a substitute family.  If there is anything broken 
about our society, then the sympathetic skill of Centrepoint workers, and 
the great advantage it has of giving aimless and abused youngsters a 
secure home and future, are helping to putting it together again.  
Centrepoint is always in need of funding as its work is expensive as well 
as very caring. You could help to sponsor a room and keep in touch with 
the progress of its occupant.  

Contact details : 0800 232320, or www.centrepoint.org.uk. 
 

Schools Ministry bridges the gap as Juniors 
go up to Secondary education 

SMB has had a busy Summer with Bible Explorer lessons taught to year 
5 in Stock and Quilters Schools and New Testament being taught to 
Year 6 at Downham Primary School.  We love teaching it, as it is an 
opportunity to present the bible in a fun, exciting and educational way to 
children who otherwise probably not think it was worth a read. 
We recently enjoyed another prayer meeting at St Mary’s with Christian 
teachers from across the school and churches. One teacher told us that 
meeting with us in school is like an oasis in an otherwise secular 
environment. 
On Wednesday 9 June we attended a music festival at Emmanuel 
church, in which children from infant schools took part.  They performed 
songs from musical theatre and film and brought proud smiles to 
everyone’s face. 
We would like to thank everyone who organised helped and supported 
the jacket potato fundraiser at Christ Church. Over £300 was raised, so 
we were able to buy ‘It’s Your Move’ transition books for every Year 6 
child in Billericay who is moving up to secondary school.  Please pray 
for us as we present these books to each child, and deliver special 
transition lessons and assemblies in some of these schools.  
 Ruth, for SMB 
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How HHI is putting the Gospel into practice  
Edmund Plummer speaks movingly 
about its work in India 
As Christians, how far are we to take 
the words of Matthew chapter 25; 
‘When I was hungry you gave me food, 
when I was thirsty you gave me drink, 
when I was a stranger you took me into 
your home, when ill you came to my 
help....anything you did for one of my 
brothers here, however humble, you 
did for me.’?  
 

Edmund Plummer, who came to us on 
16 June, told us how in a small corner 
of South India, Health Help 
International has sought out those who 
are marginalised, by virtue of their physical or mental disabilities, and 
has given them health, security and love.  What struck us most was 
Edmund’s succession of pictures of those, particularly orphaned 
children, and destitute women, who have special needs in mind or body, 
and who are being cared for as individuals. It is customary for families 
who have a mentally disabled child to hide them away and pretend they 
do not exist. And in spite of Indian law to the contrary it is common for 
those of a low caste to be allowed very few rights. And children are 
abandoned when the parents, usually the mother, have no means of 
supporting them.  
HHI has constantly found resources to house and feed these people, and 
to give them medical care they need. He showed us pictures of those 
who needed operations, but had no money to pay for them. ‘We found 
£700 for the operation’ he explained: usually this was money sent from 
their home based in South Wales, collected together in response to the 
immediate need, when it was explained to them.  This can be very 
expensive, as when a kidney operation was paid for, which needed 
expensive drugs as a follow up. Children are taught basic life skills, 
such as how to use their hands. Wells are rebuilt so that people do not 
fall down them.  
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If you go to hospital in India, there are no nurses to see you have all you 
need, you must have a ‘standby’ who will fetch and carry for you. HHI 
find people who will do this for those with no family or friend to look 
after them.  
Although HHI is a Christian organisation, it is recognised by, and works 
with both Hindus and Moslems, and has become known as the ‘hospital 
religion’ because of the number of medical institutions it has provided 
and the emphasis it places in its work on caring for physical health. 
Government authorities are beginning to acknowledge the importance 
of this work, and to support the work of HHI.  
HHI also works in Zambia, and sends a large container every year 
containing usable medical supplies, clothing and technical equipment.  
We’ve been collecting these together, and Edmund was able to take 
home a full car of computer equipment, medication and clothing, as the 
picture shows. 
 

We were moved by everything that Edmund told us about how the 
gospel is translated into action by HHI in a very practical way. We will 
continue our support both in prayers and in resources as far as we are 
able.  
Edmund has written to us after the meeting, saying it was a good 
evening – people were interested and the questions were thoughtful and 
relevant. 
 
 
 
 
For the last time! – which 
member of the Junior Choir 
put bubble mixture in the 
organ-blower?! 
 

But not our Youth Choir, 
obviously!! 
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Memories of 
Lavinia Greenhill 
On 22 June family and friends gave 
thanks for the life of Lavinia, who 
died at the age of 95. Some in the 
church knew her only by name, as 
for a few years she had been 
housebound, but her church elders 
and others who called to see her 
found her an exhilarating 
conversationalist. My experience of 
Lavinia, said Trevor in his funeral 
address, is of a woman with a lively 
mind and an interest in what was 

going on about her. To the end her memory was good and she was 
always interested in what was happening in the world, and the latest 
news of family, other people and the church. ‘When are you going to 
bring me a picture of your young grandson?’ she demanded of one 
visitor. Her daily phone conversations with Peggy Nisbet were a fixture. 
She would usually have a point of view and was always prepared to 
argue for it.  Many of my ministerial pastoral visits, added Trevor, do 
not get far beyond conversation about the weather and shared 
acquaintances. Lavinia, however, to take one example, was liable to 
demand an in-depth discussion of chapter fourteen of John’s Gospel and 
its implications for our understanding of eternal life.  
Lavinia was born the youngest of three sisters into a North Wales mining 
family just four days after Britain had entered into what we now call the 
First World War, and during the succeeding ninety-five years she lived 
through social, economic and political upheaval confidently and unafraid 
of the changes she saw. A government department settled in North 
Wales during the Second World War, and she went to work for it. After 
the war she bravely followed it back to London, where she met Eddie, 
her husband for 34 years till his death in 1984. It was after Eddie’s death 
that Lavinia made the perhaps even braver move to come from Chester 
to live with her sisters in Billericay, to be close to her nephew Jim, Jo 
and their family who provided support and care for all of them in the 
subsequent years. 
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At the funeral Jo read one of her favourite poems, in which Abou Ben 
Adhem wanting to be recorded as someone who loved his fellow men, 
found his name heading the list of those whom love of God had blessed. 
For many who knew Lavinia this rang true of her. 
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Some Personal items 
Are not available on-line. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Lavinia Greenhill has been much in our thoughts in recent months, as 
her health declined.  She was admitted to hospital towards the end of 
May where she died just over a week later.  Her funeral took place at the 
crematorium in Basildon on Tuesday, 22nd June and was conducted by 
our minister; friends from the church joined the family for the service.  
She is much missed.  We send our deepest sympathy to her nephew, Jim 
Davis and his wife Jo and other members of the family. 
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We were very pleased to see Joan 
Tomalin, Betty Day and Sheila Undy at 
the Fellowship Lunch in the Mayflower 
Hall on 28th May.  We send our love to 
them and other friends who do not find 
it easy to come to church. 

 
 (Shown in the pictures with May 
Thatcher, Rose D’amato, Thelma 
and Ken.) Betty Day would like to 
thank Pat and Maurice who 
brought flowers recently. ‘They are 
beautiful and brighten my day’. 
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Congratulations to Ina Swanepoele who celebrated a special birthday on 
7th June.  It was good to see Ina with her family on the previous day – 
husband Dirk, Burger who is a university student and Aneker who is in 
the sixth form at Mayflower School.  Burger will be going out to his 
native South Africa at the end of June, where he has tickets for the final 
of the World Cup.  We send our love and good wishes to Ina and her 
family.   
Joshua will be 11 on 15th July and will be going to Billericay School in 
September.  We hope you have a really good birthday, Joshua, and enjoy 
going on to your new school and making new friends there. 
 

 
 
 

Very belatedly also a mention of 
Kathleen Martin’s recent birthday. We 
are delighted to see her quite regularly at 
church: this photo was taken of her 
enjoying floral birthday wishes at home. 
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Stories about the prophet Elijah have formed our scripture readings in 
June.  Members of ARK gave a dramatic presentation of the story of 
Naboth’s vineyard on Sunday, 13th June – a powerful queen Jezebel, a 
hen-pecked Ahab, a stalwart Naboth and a powerful Elijah, interpreting 
the voice of God.  Our thanks to Lucy, Joshua, Cara and Jasmine, Lillie 
and Charlotte – as well as Kenton, Simon and Peter.  
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Pilgrimage Services will begin again in September.  Four are planned, at 
6.30 pm on the 3rd Sunday of the month, each service taking one chapter 
of the book of Jonah for its scripture reading.  Christians in Billericay 
will share together at each other’s churches, in the style of worship of 
the host church.  More details later. 
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We send congratulations to Penny Ullmer who was invited with a group 
of volunteers from Wickford to a Garden Party at Buckingham Palace on 
22nd June.  Penny is a member of the Wickford and District Talking 
Newspaper group, which has just won a Queen’s Award for Voluntary 
Service – the highest award given to groups across the UK for 
outstanding work done in their local communities.  The group produces 
a weekly audio newspaper for local blind and partially sighted residents.  
Lord Petre, the Lord Lieutenant of Essex, is due to present the group 
with a certificate signed by the Queen and an exclusive commemorative 
crystal at a special ceremony at the end of July.  Well done! 
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Janet Lee and Linda Gilbey of Churches Together in Billericay helped to 
organise the recent festival of flowers, art and music in St Mary 
Magdalen in the High Street.  Some fun displays – the railway station 
and the ‘football world cup’ – added to the lovely floral arrangements 
depicting aspects of life in our town.  Our thanks to Irene Mackenzie and 
Angela Christian who arranged a display on behalf of the church and to 
others friends who acted as stewards.  Harvey Bradley, from Emmanuel 
Church, displayed his pottery and painting skills [More news of Harvey 
and his wife Barbara elsewhere in the magazine.]  Our thanks to the 
volunteers within our church who later helped to distribute some of the 
flowers used in the displays. 
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The Baptist, Methodist and United Reformed Churches are working 
together ‘to live out the gospel of Christ in church and society.”  In their 
Joint Public Issues Calendar in July, they commend the work of 
seafarers for people in the churches to remember and pray about. 
 

 11 July Sea Sunday www.biss.org.uk  
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In the middle of May, there was a small news item on the radio about 
Motorway Churches in Germany. It reported that small churches or 
chapels have been established alongside some of the busy autobahn 
routes, so that drivers can take a ‘break’ and sit and pray or talk to 
someone.  Members of different denominations give their time to this 
work.  One long-distance driver welcomed the opportunity to stop.  “It is 
a time for me to remember what it is to be human,” he said.  At least one 
life has been saved.  A desperate person had scribbled something in the 
book at the church and threatened suicide.  Another driver noticed and 
raised an alert, so that someone could find the person and save them.   
Too many of us live ‘motorway’ lives a good deal of the time, unable or 
unwilling to stop and to remember what it is to be human.  Finding a 
quiet time and place can help to restore us to ourselves and can bring us 
closer to God.  
 
Loving God, we need your presence to teach us what it is to be fully 
human.  Show us how we can still our restlessness, so that we can 
listen to what you are saying in our lives.  May those moments of 
quiet show us how we can see your image in the people around us. 
 In the name of Jesus,  Amen 
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ENDPIECE – by a member of the congregation 
 
God’s politics – are they real? 
 
“I can’t believe in an old man with a big white beard, dictating his 
ancient thoughts from on high.”  So a modern sceptic might say – and I 
agree entirely with him or her.  If God is present in his world, as I 
believe he is, then that aloof, disengaged and out of date being is not my 
idea of God! Nor is it the image of God that the Bible gives us. 
 

In the Old Testament, God speaks through his prophets and they have a 
lot to say about the ‘broken society’ that they feel the nation of the 
Israelites has become.  They also challenge injustice, when rulers and 
kings abuse their power.  We heard again recently  in our morning 
service the story, from 1 Kings 21, of Naboth who became doubly a 
victim of King Ahab and his wife Jezebel (losing both his land and his 
life to their greed) and how the prophet Elijah came to pronounce God’s 
judgment on them for their actions. God’s message went right to the 
heart of the politics of the day. 
 

Nowadays, many Christians feel that to raise political issues is to be 
controversial and divisive – and so ‘not quite nice’… Critics would 
probably add that when Churches get involved in politics, they too often 
get it wrong or seem clumsy and inept.  Jesus had no such inhibitions.  
He taught his disciples that the heavenly Father (the holy one, not some 
remote being far away) desired a whole and just society – thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as in heaven. How many times have 
Christians repeated those words through the ages?  It needs to be 
� ecognized for the vision that it is and can be, even for a complex and 
turbulent modern world like our own. 
 

At the end of the 17th century, George Fox went to Dolgellau in Wales 
and climbed Cader Idris. There he had a vision that was to drive him 
forward to found the community which today we call the Quakers, or 
Society of Friends.  He saw everyone as equal and his faith moved him 
to work towards that goal every day of his life.  It was a fulltime work.  
“Quakerism is not a Sunday thing – it is a way of life,” said one member 
of the Society of Friends recently.   
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This is where God’s politics begins, by drawing someone into an 
inclusive vision, starting with themselves but reaching out to those 
around and especially those in need. In the Bible, the words ‘justice’ and 
‘righteousness’ become almost interchangeable. 
 

“I have a dream..” are the famous words of Martin Luther King.  “I have 
a vision that comes from God,” said Jesus in Luke 4 quoting the prophet 
Isaiah … “The spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed 
me: he has sent me to announce good news to the poor, to proclaim 
release for prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind; to let the 
broken victims go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.  This 
was, and is, the Christian blueprint for daily living and at the end of his 
life, Jesus passed that onto the disciples that came after him. 
 

Of course, we interpret the message (or messages) that come to us from 
God through Jesus in different ways.  There is no one ‘Christian’ party 
in the normal political sense.  But the challenge to build God’s kingdom 
on earth is there for all who follow Jesus.  It can cut through boundaries 
of faith and political and secular divisions.  On the 8th of June 2010, a 
letter appeared in a national newspaper.  It was signed, among others, by 
the Irish Nobel Peace Prize winner, Mairead Maguire, by the Green MP 
Caroline Lucas and by two bishops.  The letter commended the recent 
agreement about nuclear non-proliferation that had taken place in New 
York, but the writers wanted more. “Our goal must be the total 
disarmament of all nuclear weapons – and we can start with our own.”  
The two bishops were the Rt Rev Thomas McMahon, Bishop of 
Brentwood and the Rt Rev Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Reading but soon 
to become the new Bishop of Chelmsford. 
 

A world where the huge resources of the world are devoted not to 
armaments and ‘security’ but to fighting hunger, impoverishment and 
disease – now that really is God’s kingdom on earth as in heaven.  Can 
we really continue to quote fine phrases from the Bible: ‘Justice like an 
ever rolling stream’ (Amos 5.24) and ‘Swords into ploughshares’ (Isaiah 
2.4) and not think and pray to bring that vision into reality?  
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CHURCH FLOWERS 
 

  
 July 4 Thelma Woods 
  11 Joyce Nevill 
  18 Ann Mynott 
  25 Ina Swanepeol 
 August 1 Ann Mynott 
  8, 15, 22, 29 Vacant 
 September 5 Shirley Moult 
 
 
 
 
 

Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall 
at 8.00pm, as follows:- 
 

 July 1 Quiz – Janet Saunders 
  8 Ann Hardy – talk on Queen’s Dressmaker 
  15 Social Evening & last meeting before summer break 
 Sept. 9 Members Evening & first meeting of Autumn term 
 

Coffee Morning – 20 July 
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Churches Together in 
Billericay held an 
ecumenical service in 
Lake Meadows.  It was 
very well supported 
The puppets Tommy & 
Becky talked to the 
children 
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You can hear them again if 
you come to Billericay URC 
on Sunday 18th July!! 
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