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In Nicaragua coffee is the livelihood of entire 
communities. Five years ago only poor 
farmers lived in this village.  Then a  Christian 
Aid partner offered them credit to �establish a 
co-operative… ����

��������������
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..This credit was vital to get them started, and is  
used to achieve the dreams which the farmers 
thought were out of their reach –a purpose built 
school, clean water and latrines for all the famili es 
of La Paz del Tuma. 

estab 
Jose Echavaria is president of 
the Co-op. He motivates the 
members to work as a group - 
the key to success. 
 

At the processing plant the 
women who select the beans 
speak highly of the working 
conditions, giving them higher 
wages, clean water, and 
freedom from exploitation. 
 

 

Before this school was 
built, lessons were held 
outside in a years. The 
new school has 110 
pupils and three 
teachers. 
 
 
 
 

Christian Aid Week is 16-22 May.  
As usual we will be asking as many of you as 
possible to knock on doors for Christian Aid.  
Please help if you possibly can! 
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Our Holy Week Diary 
Welcoming Palm Sunday with our Palm Crosses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Our Maundy Thursday Evening meal…   

 
 

 

 
…. and Communion service 
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�

On Good Friday 
Churches Together 
walked through the 
High Street, and 
worshipped together 
at Emmanuel Church 
 
 
 
 

 
On Easter Day we  
celebrated the 
Resurrection of Jesus, 
and the renewal of life on 
the earth 
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Pictures of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Jackson, campaigning 
for Christian Aid collectors, 
matches his poster with the 
one displayed in our church 
front window 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Relatives of Peggy Nisbet, before the interment of her ashes at 
the family memorial, visit the seat presented to her by the Essex 
Hockey Association, which is now placed in the Old Burial 
Ground.  
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Trevor writes ………. 
Resurrection, then and now  
 
Meeting with others to plan a one-day event at 
Brentwood URC, New Life, New Hope: Stories 
of Jesus, Risen from the Dead, I was struck by 
how many stories we have from his followers 
reflecting their conviction that despite being 
crucified and killed Jesus was now alive. Some 

disciples discovered an empty tomb and one then met him in the 
cemetery garden. Two disciples met him on a journey to the village of 
Emmaus and rushed back to tell the others in Jerusalem only to be 
informed that he had appeared to Simon Peter (I hope they weren’t too 
disappointed to find that their big news was not news to the others.) 
Then we are told of Jesus meeting disciples in a locked room, something 
that Thomas found hard to believe until he too met the risen Jesus and 
declared his faith in him. 
 
That’s only what we hear in the Gospels (Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 
24; John 20). The Apostle Paul, writing a letter to the Church in Corinth, 
decades before the Gospels were written, mentions the appearances to 
Simon Peter and to the Twelve (presumably minus Judas Iscariot) and 
also one to James, the brother of Jesus. He includes mention of an 
appearance to five hundred disciples, commenting that many of them are 
still alive to confirm the experience and last, but by no means least, 
speaks of his own spectacular encounter with the risen Jesus whilst on 
the road to Damascus. (1 Corinthians 15) For those with faith to see and 
for those seeking evidence to lead them to faith there is plenty of 
information available to say that Jesus, who was dead on Good Friday 
was very much alive on Easter Day. 
 
The other thing I noticed was that Jesus’ resurrection was not just some 
astounding but isolated event; it affected people. Firstly, the resurrection 
removed fear. Disciples who had been in hiding following Jesus’ death 
now felt able to come out into the open and talk to others about what 
God had done for them through Jesus.  
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For churches living in difficult times it is good to know not only that the 
most frequent command in the Bible is “Do not be afraid” but that even 
death, whether for individuals or churches is not the final word as far as 
God is concerned. 
 
Secondly, the resurrection experience changed people’s outlook and 
lifestyle. Paul is the most-quoted example here. He began as one totally 
opposed to the new Christian movement, even persecuting it where it 
appeared within Judaism. He changed totally as a result of his 
resurrection experience, becoming one of Christianity’s foremost 
advocates, not only to Jews but also to Gentiles. What was true for Paul 
and others as individuals also worked its way out in their shared life: the 
Church. Those who met to hear the apostles teach, share the common 
life, to break bread and to pray (Acts 2: 42) did so, sharing the 
conviction that Jesus had been raised to life. 
 
For me, history matters, as a record of the past and as interpretation of its 
significance. It matters that God raised Jesus from the dead and that this 
then changed things for his followers. This history only becomes 
significant, however, when we let it affect our lives in the here and now. 
Today, we need not be afraid of what the future holds. Today, we are 
called to organise our lives in response to Jesus. Today, we are called to 
do so in company with others, in churches that celebrate Jesus, both 
crucified and raised from the dead. 
 Trevor 
 
 
REPORT ON WEEKLY OFFERINGS TO END OF MARCH 
Offertories (Freewill envelopes [including direct credits] plus loose 
offerings): £6,484.32 
Budgeted target for 2011 = £25,200, or £2,100 for each month. 
So we are slightly above target. 
Balance in Communion Fund as at end of January = £388.84. 
Advance donations for Gift Day as at end of March = £25. 
 

The Elders thank you all for your continuing support. 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR May 2011  

SUNDAY   1 11.00am Morning Worship including 
Communion led by the Revd Craig 
Bowman 

Wednesday   4   7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the Kathleen Martin 
Room 

Friday   6 10.00am Painting work party Mayflower Hall 

Saturday   7   9.15am Prayer Fellowship in Kathleen Martin 
Room, until 9.45am 

Saturday   7 morning Bob Carpenter Walk 

SUNDAY   8 11.00am Morning Worship led by Mr Simon 
Houlton 

Wednesday 11   8.00pm Church Weekend Committee in the 
Kathleen Martin Room 

Thursday 12 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  

Thursday 12 afternoon Fellowship Group visit to Hyde Hall 
    (Mayflower Hall if  the weather is 

inclement) 

Friday 13 10.00am Painting work party Mayflower Hall 

SUNDAY 15 11.00am Morning Worship including 
Communion, led by the Revd Trevor 
Jamison 

SUNDAY 15   1.00pm Poverty Lunch in Mayflower Hall 

SUNDAY 15   5.00pm Afternoon worship at Brentwood URC 
to which our church is invited. 
United Reformed Church - UNITED 

SUNDAY 22 11.00am Morning Worship led by Margaret 
and Robin Derbyshire 
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SUNDAY 22   6.30pm CTB-sponsored Worship at the 
Methodist Church, Western Road, to 
which we are all invited 

Wednesday 25   7.45pm Church Meeting in the church 

SUNDAY 29 11.00pm Morning worship led by Mr Peter 
Brierley 

Thursday 26 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  

Sunday worship at 5.00pm at Brentwood URC, led by our 
Minister, continues with the following themes: 

 May 15 UNITED 

 June 19 REFORMED 

 July 17 CHURCH 

 We are invited to join our friends at Brentwood 

 
NOTES FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY – KEN WOODS 

What they didn’t say at the Annual Church Meeting! 
We were thwarted to learn on 27th March that Lorna Jacob had sustained 
an injury to her back – and of course we send her our best wishes for a 
good recovery. But thwarted because the Elders had decided to present a 
small token of appreciation to her at the ACM, in recognition of Lorna’s 
contribution as Church Treasurer and serving Elder. And so I had to take 
the cheque home. Two weeks later we heard that it was Lorna’s 
birthday, so I asked Rachel and John to present the cheque to Lorna with 
our love. So thank you Lorna, for your many thoughtful contributions as 
Treasurer and Elder.  

News from the Special Church meeting  
On 17th April, we agreed to ask the Synod for a grant of up to 50% of the 
cost of the remedial work to the church and Mayflower Hall fabric that 
was identified by the Synod Property Officer. The biggest item relates to 
the sloping roof over the church parlour; this needs to be stripped and 
any timbers and slates replaced as necessary.   
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Our Fabric Steward Alan Lough was authorised by the Church Meeting 
to put in hand the total project, costing up to a maximum of £16,000. 
Alan said that he would be seeking other grants, as well as the request to 
Synod. The aim is to schedule the major works so that they take place 
during this year’s school summer break, when there are fewer people 
passing through the parlour for access to the kitchen and Kathleen 
Martin room.  

The Fabric Group were thanked for agreeing to undertake the items 
arising from the survey that are not included in the £16,000.  

After these discussions, I was pleased to announce to the meeting that an 
anonymous donor has offered to fund replacement of the church boiler; I 
believe the Fabric group has been concerned for some time that the 
present boiler is nearing the end of its life. So this is really good news. 
And we are very grateful. 

Flower distribution 
Further to my note in the April Messenger, Peter Brierley, Angela 
Christian, Margaret Dunn, Ann Mynott and Maggi Smith have offered to 
share in the weekly flower distribution. So a big thank you to Peter, 
Angela, Margaret, Ann and Maggi.  

Sunday Duty Rota 
At their April meeting, Elders discussed whether we might reduce the 
number of people on welcome duty from two to one. For a number of 
reasons we decided to stay at two. Whilst sometimes it  means that one 
of the two is not very active, it was felt that we need flexibility; for 
example, it is helpful to have someone free to help with wheelchair 
access, to give an extra welcome to newcomers or visitors, or 
communicate with the Minister/vestry Elder. 

It would be good to hear from anyone who would like to be added to the 
‘welcome’ rota, starting in October. It’s OK to specify a maximum 
frequency. 

Additionally, if any non-serving Elders would be prepared to volunteer 
for Communion and/or vestry duty, also starting in October, I would be 
very pleased to hear from you. Please contact me (657114 or 
kwoods40@mac.com), specifying any frequency limits as appropriate. 
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Serving Elders’ Districts 
Please note that Margaret Dunn is now Elder for District D; Dennis 
Jordan continues as Elder for District A. As you know, Alan Lough and 
John Lovett, who had been District D Elders, are taking a sabbatical. 
There are no other changes to Elders’ districts. 

The above will be reflected in the next issue of the church’s Yearbook, 
due out shortly. 

 

TQW 2011 - Tea, Quiz and Worship 
TQW 2011 is this year’s joint pastorate social event for people from 
Billericay, Brentwood and Ingatestone United Reformed Churches. It 
takes place Ingatestone URC on Saturday, 11th June at 5.00 p.m., 
beginning with a sumptuous afternoon tea and then followed by a fun 
quiz, once again devised by our Minister. The event concludes with a 
short act of worship, with departures taking place at 7.00 p.m. 
 

Everyone associated with the three congregations is welcome to come 
along, to meet folk from the other two congregations. Please put your 
name on the sign-up sheet (preferably before Monday 6th June) to help 
those planning the catering and to facilitate car sharing. 
 

Poverty Lunch for Christian Aid 
Please sign up as usual for our lunch will be held on Sunday 15 May, at 
the start of Christian Aid Week. Please give as generously as possible of 
the money you would have spent on your normal lunch. There will be 
Christian Aid envelopes available, on which you can sign for Gift Aid on 
your donation.  
 
An artistic Pat on the 
back for the Mayflower 
Ladies. These pictorial  
Congratulations have been 
created to mark the total of 
£121,000 raised by the Ladies 
for various charities between 
1976 and the present! 
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News from Health Help International 
Edmund has returned safely with good reports from 
India. We are very pleased with the progress especially 
that in Asha Kiram Ashram where some children have 
improved so much that they are able to attend main 
stream school.  
Thank you for collecting the mobility aids we do need 
them, they are a great part of our work. Attached are 

some of the beneficiaries from the 2010 container. Please do keep 
collecting them.  We also send out knitted blankets, new knitted baby 
clothes, sterile packed bandages and dressings, clean hearing aids and 
ear moulds, children's shoes in good condition, large pieces of material 
for dress making, wool in school colours i.e., green, navy and grey for 
the ladies to knit jerseys for the school children. 
Thank you for thinking of us and for selling some of the Indian hand 
painted leaves. Every Blessing and once again thank you to you and all 
in Billericay. Jute. 
 
 
William Byrd – local lad - is celebrated at Stondon  Massey 

The small congregation at St Peter & St 
Paul Stondon Massey is holding a 
William Byrd Festival from 7 – 15 
May in memory of the great 
Elizabethan composer who lived in the 
village (until his death in 1623) and to 
raise funds towards the building of a 
new Garden of Remembrance in the 
churchyard. Guest speaker and William 
Byrd expert, Richard Turbet, will be 
with them over the first weekend. 
Tickets for events on Saturday 7 & 14 
May are on sale.  For more information 
ring 01277 362662 or 821464 or go to 
www.williambyrdfestival.blogspot.com 
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Billericay Youth Choir has now made a CD! 
 

The children belonging 
to our two choirs, ByC 
and Voci spent a day in 
April at the church 
recording their very first 
CD.  Everyone involved 
worked extremely hard, the kids all ended the day completely exhausted 
but are very excited to see the end result of their hard work. 
 

CDs will be available to buy from the end of April. They contain some 
songs already performed at our Christmas concert but also plenty of 
new material that ByC and Voci have been working on during the Spring 
term.   
 

Billericay Youth Choir has raised a spectacular amount of money for 
charity since we formed in September 2010. We are currently at a figure 
of £1,370 which has been donated to a number of charities including 
Health Help International, The Bangalore Disability Project and 
Barnardos.     

A percentage of the proceeds raised from the sale of the CD will be 
donated to the NSPCC.  If you would like to buy a copy please see Tessa 
or Simon Houlton. They will cost a mere £3.50!  
 

As always the support of the Church is greatly appreciated in enabling us 
to provide a wonderful place for the children to sing and meet up with 
their friends and of course through their fundraising enable them to help 
others less fortunate than themselves.  We are also greatly thankful to all 
the individuals within our Church who help us at our concerts and a 
special thank you to Kenton Church who has given his time and talents 
to help us make our CD and of course to all of you who regularly come 
to our concerts.  
 

From all the kids at Billericay Youth Choir and Tessa and Simon 
 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU 
 

For your diaries our Summer Concert is on 
Saturday 25 June 7.00pm, we hope to see you there!! 
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Our Charities Table Sale brings Charities and 
 their Supporters together 

 
 

Thank you everyone who helped with setting up, participating in (and 
tidying up after) the Sale.  Your efforts were much appreciated, and 
Margaret Dunn has received a thank you letter from the Billericay 
Ladies Lions, as well as many expressions of thanks from table holders 
on the day.  Many people from our Church were there too raising money 
for and representing various charities.  
 

 
The table run on behalf of 
our Church, and Churches 
Together in Billericay, to 
raise money for Schools 
Ministry, selling cakes and 
preserves, was very 
successful and we were given 
very many cakes to sell. We 
raised over £250. So thank 
you everyone. Ruth and 
Mark from Schools Ministry 
were there to talk to 
everyone, with their display. 
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Dirk Swanepoel and Peter 
Brierley ran the table for 
the Church, and enjoyed 
meeting people and 
answering their questions. 
Information about 
organisations using our 
Hall was available and 
people were surprised 
how many activities there 
were.  
 

 
 
 
 
Shirley Moult chats 
to May Fisk at the 
British Heart 
Foundation stall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, a sincere ‘Thank You’ to Margaret Dunn, who again this year 
organised, co-ordinated, and cajoled the church and charities people to 
make a success of this occasion.  
 
 
 

The Messenger 
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the June issue by 
Sunday 15th May 2011.  Articles are welcome.  Please speak to 
Robin Derbyshire at any time about any proposal you have. 
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What Bread means to the Women of Chile 
‘How many loaves have you?’ asked Jesus 
 
Women from all the churches in Billericay joined in the Women’s World 

Day of Prayer on 4th March. The service 
was held in the Christian Link Church at 
Queen’s Park with printed material 
prepared this year by the women of 
Chile. 
Chile is a long, thin strip of land (over 
2,000 miles long but only about 100 
miles wide, also stretching out over the 
Pacific to Easter Island).  Last October, 
the world’s attention focussed on a mine 
in Chile, when the 33 miners trapped 
underground were dramatically rescued.  
Mining is just one part of the life of this 
diverse country, with its varied peoples.  
 

Chilean folklore sums it up this way: 
“When God created the universe he found, left over at the end a little 
of each element that he had used: fire and cold, sun and snow, lakes, 
seas and rivers, burning deserts, massive mountain ranges, majestic 
volcanoes, leafy trees, a variety of metals, animals, fruits, birds and 
fish.  All these were created for the happiness of humankind.  Taking 
it all in his hand, he decided to leave it in the furthest corner of the 
world and that is what he did.  So Chile was born, and so Chile 
remains: a long narrow strip of land running between the mountains 
and the sea.” 

Bread is eaten at every meal in Chile and is very much part of everyday 
life, as a ‘Chilean woman’ said:   “No meal is complete without it. We 
show hospitality, even in the poorest homes, by sharing coffee, tea or 
mate - a herbal tea - and bread.  In a world where hunger is a universal 
disgrace and where noise prevents us from hearing the anguished voices 
of so many sisters and brothers around us, sharing bread is a sign of 
solidarity and hope in Christ.”  At the heart of this service was the 
question that Jesus asked his disciples (Mark 6, 30-44), but was also a 
question for ourselves: “How many loaves have you?” 
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The Chilean women told how since Chile was born as a nation in 1810, 
the people have had to cling to the bread of hope in dark days, most 
recently in the harsh rule of General Pinochet.  Women have often 
worked to provide lulos (crusty, bread rolls) to sustain their mining 
husbands striking for better pay to feed their families.  
 

The readings in the service were carefully 
chosen.  The ‘good land’ promised in 
Deuteronomy 8, 7-10 is a fertile land – ‘a land 
where you may eat bread without scarcity, where 
you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are 
iron and from whose hills you may mine copper.  
You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your 
God for the good land that he has given you.”   
This, say the women of Chile, seems like a description of our world and 
our planet.  There is a sense of great thankfulness to God.  
 

The next reading was a reminder of the bounty that comes from sharing, 
even when one has so little oneself.  The widow from Zarephath, near 
Sidon, gives the prophet Elijah the last remaining handful of meal and 
drop of oil, desperately needed by herself and her son (1 Kings 17, 8-
16). This act of generosity was abundantly rewarded.   
 

A ‘Chilean woman’ reflected on the exploitation of resources through 
globalisation and foreign takeovers, giving great wealth to a few while 
many poor people do not know how to feed their families and children 
go to bed hungry. This has brought spiritual poverty, since the 
possession of material goods has become life’s highest aspiration for 
many – to the harm of their brothers and sisters.  We need to seek God’s 
forgiveness, as we realise how badly we have distributed all we have 
“received by grace from your hand.”   
 

The Chilean women had a bowl of bread rolls.  They spoke of those who 
could not share, or threw away what they had, while those who had least 
bread shared the most.  “How many loaves have you? What are your 
gifts? What can you share?” we were asked. Jesus had special words for 
his disciples as they faced a hungry crowd: “You give them to eat.” 
There were many themes of bread for us to meditate on.   
We also sung about them. 
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The hymn “I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry” 
showed what Jesus has to offer people and what our response should be. 
“Finest bread I will provide/till their hearts be satisfied/I will give my 
life to them/Whom shall I send?”  The answer comes in the chorus:  
‘Here I am, Lord... I will hold your people in my heart’. 
The final hymn was one by the late Fred Kaan ‘Put peace into each 
other’s hands, like bread we break for sharing... our life is meant for 
caring.  Put Christ into each other’s hands.. in love make peace, give 
peace a chance, and share it like a treasure.’   
 

 
The final blessing ‘May God bless you. May God protect you, May God 
grant you peace’ was a shared greeting with hands held, preceded by the 
Lord’s prayer and the familiar words: “Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us.”  It had been a thoughtful and moving occasion.   
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Betty Day explains 
My family connections with 
Action for Children 
Reading the April Reform I had a lovely 
surprise on reaching the centre pages to 
read the advertisement for ‘Action for 
Children’, successor to the National 
Children’s Homes, including this picture 
of the founder, Thomas Stephenson. This 
has been part of my entire life, as my 
paternal grandfather used to go with 
Thomas Stephenson to the poorer parts 
of London, to find the homeless boys 
and help them. 
 

When the National Children’s Homes developed, Grandad and his eldest 
son were printers, so they trained boys on the machines and enabled 
them to get good employment.  After the 1914-18 War my family moved 
to Harpenden, where I was born, and Dad worked for the Home there, 
until 1922, when he went to the head offices in Highbury, in charge of 
the postal department, where he trained boys in that office routine. They 
also had a large office with typewriters, so the girls learned general 
office routine. 
 

My great delight was to go to work 
with my Dad on a Saturday morning 
(all offices worked on Saturday 
morning then), and go round and see 
some of the people there.  I tried my 
first typewriting there and also an 
artist, who painted with deformed 
hands, so that he held the brush 
between his two thumbs.. That made 
a great impression on me, and many 
memories are with me still. 
 

There was always a National Children’s Homes collecting box in our 
house:  there’s an Action for Children box on my shelf in my home too!
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Talking Newspaper has been keeping the unsighted 
in touch with the news for 27 years, and now has 
earned the Voluntary Groups MBE! 
The Wickford and District Talking Newspaper is one of the earlier ones 
in this country, Sally Webb told the Fellowship Group at their March 
meeting.  It was set up 34 years ago by Wickford Rotary for partially 
sighted and blind residents. It now has over 100 listeners from Wickford, 
Billericay and Basildon.  The voices of the readers become well known; 
they have become “like a group of people coming in for a gossip,” one 
appreciative listener wrote. 
 

Sally Webb said that in recent years the Talking Newsapaper had been 
forced, by local development projects, to move out of their premises in 
Wickford.  It was a huge challenge to move into new premises at the 
George Hurd Centre in Basildon, particularly since they had decided, 
after much  consultation with other talking book newspaper groups, to 
go digital in their recording work.  However, their computers and 
recording equipment are now in a safe environment.  Funding for the 
move and the new equipment came from the Lottery and from MP John 
Baron’s ‘Walk’ for charities, as well as members of the public.  
 

Seven teams of readers are drawn from 45 volunteers – and they are 
always glad to hear from others who would like to join.  A couple of 
their editors mark out articles from local newspapers, mainly the Echo 
and Gazette, to be read.  The readers don’t know which article they will 
be reading until they come ‘on air’. Good punctuation in the article 
makes a difference to how well it can be read; in addition to that one of 
their listeners – a retired English teacher – contacts them regularly about 
grammatical errors he has spotted!  
  
Those at the meeting were surprised by how technical the talking 
newspaper service has become. Tuesday and Friday afternoons are the 
recording sessions. Each session begins with a little introductory music 
for the listeners.  Readers sit in a semi-circle, silently indicating by 
raising their hand when they are nearly at the end of the article, so the 
next reader can be ready to take over. Mistakes in reading can be edited 
out if necessary, but time is of the essence with the recording process.   
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Some listeners prefer tapes to listen to, but that means careful timing of 
the first half.  So the recording session is arranged in two half-hours, 
allowing a brief break where the technician can make any adjustments.   
 

Tapes are reusable as are memory sticks (easily used by the partially 
sighted by simply inserting into a small ‘boombox’) but CDs on which 
recordings are also made are not reusable.  Tapes are discarded after a 
year.  Telephone numbers and emails need to be read out at the end of an 
article, so listeners can wind back easily and pick up the information.  
There is random checking after each recording to see that everything has 
been properly recorded.  Sally Webb admitted that it would be easier if 
everyone felt able to use a memory stick, but not all the listeners are 
happy with it.   
 

A complicated conveyor belt system 
ensures that all the recordings are made in 
the right form for their listeners.  They are 
then sent out in a pochette on a Friday 
evening and normally arrive on Saturday 
morning.  One elderly lady plans her 
breakfast routine round the arrival of her 
talking newspaper!  The pochette is easy 
for people with poor sight to use.  It is 
sealed with Velcro and the label on it can 
be pulled out easily and reversed to return 
it, with free postage, for the next time. 
 

Four of the Wickford volunteers received the Queen’s Award for 
Voluntary Service last July and attended the Royal Garden Party; a 
ballot took place to see who would be chosen. The actor Julian Fellowes, 
married to a lady in waiting to Princess Michael of Kent was very 
interested in hearing about their work.  Penny Ullmer daughter of Joan 
Stevenson, was one of those lucky four. 
 

To find out more about this work the website is: 
www.wickfordtalkingnewspaper.org.uk 
email: wickfordtalkingnewspaper@talktalk.net 
 
 



 22

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
 

IN OUR THOUGHTS 
We have been thinking of our friends, Muriel 
and Charles Lodemore, who have both been 
unwell in the last few months.  We send them 
our love and hope that they will soon be much 
better. 
 

We send our loving concern to our organist 
Robert Little, whose mother spent some time 

in hospital following a second stroke.  She is now home. 
Robert says that his mother has also had some wonderful help from the 
team of general nurses who work out of Farleigh Hospice.   
We remember Robert’s family and their needs in our prayers.   
 

Pat and Maurice Stockdale are also very much in our thoughts at this 
time.  We were pleased to see Pat’s daughter Sally and her grandson Tim 
accompanying Pat and Maurice to church on 17th April.   
Our loving prayers are with the Stockdale family.   
 

We were delighted to know that 
Maggi (Smith) is now allowed to 
drive again following her hip 
operation and we were very pleased 
to see her in church again.  Maggi 
writes: “I would like to thank you 
for your cards, gifts, good wishes, 
visits and prayers during my recent 
absence from church. It was lovely 
to get to know some of you a bit 
better when you visited.” 

 

We were pleased to see Mary Krengel in church again on 17th April, 
though she was still struggling with a broken collar bone, as a result of a 
recent fall and was still in quite a lot of pain.   
We are thinking of you, Mary, and we send you our love. 
 

Marg Dewis is back home from a difficult operation, but remains very 
cheerful. We continue to think of Marg, with our love. 
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Helen Glasson was very unwell in the winter months with a severe 
attack of pneumonia. She is slowly regaining her health.   
We send our love to Helen, her husband Rob and her daughter Helen and 
are thinking of them. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
A number of young people with links to our church will celebrate their 
birthdays in May.  James Brown will be 13 on 5th May.  Rachel Hardy 
will be 12 on 11th May. Daniel Lough will be 14 on 21st May and Lucy 
Forde will be 13 on 27th May.  We send our love and good wishes to all 
these young people on their birthdays – and hope that they each enjoy a 
special celebration. 
 

KATHLEEN 
Jean and Dennis Jordan visited our friend, Kathleen Martin in Baldock, 
Hertfordshire in March, and brought back news of her. Kathleen’s 
nephew Paul was with her when they arrived.  Kathleen is very happy 
that she is in the right place; the staff are very friendly there. She 
continues to think of her old friends from Billericay.   
We remember with love and gratitude our long friendship with Kathleen.    
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
On Sunday, 17th April Angela and Bill Christian chose one of the hymns 
‘Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided’.  Angela and Bill 
celebrated their Golden Wedding anniversary in March and this hymn is 
one that they particularly like.  Angela says that they are very thankful at 
the present time for the dedicated nursing care given at Great Ormond 
Street Hospital to their granddaughter Rachel, who is now likely to lead 
a normal life, following surgery to relieve her condition.  Our love and 
congratulations and good wishes go to the Christian family.  
 

Congratulations also go to Irene and Andrew Mackenzie on the birth of a 
new grandchild, Amber, a sister for Maya and Olly, who was born in 
New Zealand to their son Kenneth and his wife Kyokyo.  Our loving 
good wishes go to the whole family at this time.    
 

Congratulations to Jillian Lough who heard recently that she gained the 
highest mark nationally for a financial exam she sat last year. 
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BETTY AND HELEN DAVIS 
 

We are very grateful to Betty Davis who played for two services at 
Easter.  At fairly short notice, Betty agreed to play for the service in our 
church on Easter Day. She had already been asked to play for the Easter 
Service, for residents and staff at Mountnessing Court, on the afternoon 
of the same day.  As we go to press, Betty’s daughter Helen is likely to 
move shortly into a house in Billericay, from where she will be able to 
continue to commute up to London.  We send our love to both Betty and 
Helen, and send every good wish to Helen in her new home.    
 
 

 
PRAYING TOGETHER 

The risen Lord Jesus sends his followers out into the world on a mission. 
This mission from the Lord has many different aspects to it, as the 
churches of this country declared when they signed up anew to the work 
of mission in 1997 as the Five Marks of Mission The first of these Marks 
is to proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom.  And numbers two and 
three are also important.  These are: ‘To respond to human need by 
loving service’ and ‘to seek to transform unjust structures of society’.  
 
A few weeks ago, our World Focus Committee took as their theme for 
the service ‘Justice and human need’.  In other words, as our minister 
Trevor illustrated with the Palm crosses in the service on 17th April – 
Jesus is the head, with his arms outstretched to those in need at the foot 
of the Cross.  So, in May, as we focus on the work of Christian Aid in 
relieving human need and working for justice, we are following a 
commandment of love that comes from our Lord himself. 
 
“Loving Lord, we pray for those who will receive the basic essentials of 
living and who will gain dignity and hope, through the work of Christian 
Aid.  We pray for those who go out to collect in response to the call to 
help others.  We pray too for our own society and its leaders that, at a 
time of hardship in this country, we will retain compassion for the 
greater needs of those who are less fortunate – that we may all feel the 
bonds of humanity, in your love.” 
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Public Issues Calendar 
This calendar is prepared each year by the Baptist Union, the 
Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church – for prayer and 
for remembering in churches. 
15-21 May Christian Aid Week www.christianaid.org.uk 
22 May Not for Sale Sunday (Churches Alert to Sex Trafficking 
 across Europe (www.chaste.org.uk) 

 
CELEBRATING SPRINGTIME – AND THE RESURRECTION 
Purple crocuses decorated the order of service on 21.3.11, the first day of 
spring, after a long dark winter.  We listened to a clip of Harry Secombe 
singing: “If I ruled the world, every day would be the first day of 
spring.” Trevor’s choice of hymn was a reminder of how bleak the world 
would be without the delight of flowers.  The final verse speaks of a 
different cause for joy and celebration after a time of darkness: “Think 
of a cross without a resurrection, only a grave and not a victory won.  
We thank you Lord, for showing us our Saviour: we thank you, Lord, 
and praise your holy name.” 
 

Endpiece  - by a member of the congregation   
Christian Aid primes the pump for  
farmers in Nicaragua 
The cover of our magazine this month, is a bit different. It’s to celebrate 

the job that this young man has, heaving large 
sacks of coffee beans from the factory to the 
warehouse and from the warehouse onto the 
transport. Coffee beans grown, sorted and 

processed locally, something he can take pride in, and something he will 
profit by. 
If you have a business idea in this country, you can go to a bank for a 
loan to develop it. Well, alright, we know that banks are a bit sticky with 
loans just now, but if you can convince the bank, then the loan is there 
for you.  In Nicaragua, as in many other developing countries, there is no 
such bank. You are stuck selling your raw products to a dealer probably 
for the minimum price. The other farmers are in the same position. Your 
community cannot earn enough to pay for its basic needs, so there is no 
proper school for your children, no good water supply, bad sanitation. 
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Until that is, Christian Aid came along with the credit, to support them 
as they work together as a co-operative, 
as part of the organisation Soppexcca 
(see the name on the sacks). Soppexcca 
is an association of co-operatives which 
give the producers a fair price for what 
they produce.  As each local co-operative 
joins, it has the chance to set up a 
community fund with the money it earns. 
It knows this because of the example of 

other places where it has already worked. Over the last few years proper 
schools and health centres have been paid for by the work of the local 
people, in many localities. Your money goes to prime the pump, not to 
pour money into a failing enterprise. The success is spreading.  
 

£14 buys enough coffee seeds to plant a 0.7hectare plot of coffee, and 
start one farmer on the path out of poverty. 
 

£2,170 pays for a processing plant, allowing farmers to process the 
coffee they have grown and sell it for a better price.  And of course it 
provides work for the people in the factory who thereby earn a living, 
with good working conditions. 
 

This transformation is unfolding right now in Nicaragua, and you can get 
involved in it by supporting Christian Aid Week, by giving your own 
money, and if possible by knocking at doors, which opens the purses of 
people who otherwise wouldn’t know about the good work that their 
money could be doing for other people. They need to have that chance 
too! 
 

Fewer gloomy stories about poverty in far off lands. More success 
stories. Last month we brought you the first hand story of John 
Kabyetsiza who came to Billericay from Uganda to tell us how his 
country’s produce, in this case fruit, could be processed and exported. 
There’s a great good success story to be told, to cheer us all up. Keep 
looking at our cover picture as the month goes by, and be inspired to join 
in Christian Aid Week in every way you can! 
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CHURCH FLOWERS 
 

 May 1 Dianne Lough 
  8 Mayflower Ladies 
  15 Wendy Breden 
  22 Betty Day 
  29 Vacant 
 June 5 Joyce Elliott 
Thank you to Joyce and those who helped her to arrange flowers at 
Easter in my absence.   Janet. 
   
THANK YOU to all the ladies (and gents) who helped to decorate the 
Church for Easter, and all their help in clearing up afterwards. 
 Joyce. 
 

Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall 
at 8.00pm, as follows:- 

 May 5 Mrs Rogers East from Arabia 
  12 Members Bingo - Pearl 
  19 Members Evening 
 . 26 Mr Winter – Growing old disgracefully 
 June 2 Half Term 
  9 Lyndsey - Canine Partners 

Coffee Morning – 17th May 
 
 

 
 
‘Happy Easter from ARK!’ 
 

Cara offering us beautifully  
decorated ‘Fairtrade’ biscuits 
with our coffee after  
Easter Sunday Worship. 
 
 
�


