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Baptism Renewal Sunday:  recalling our Baptism 
 

July/August 2011  
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Pictures of the Month 

 
 

 

Members of the three Pastorate Churches met at Ingatestone for 
Tea (scrumptious), quiz (teasing) and worship (thoughtful). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Presided over by our Minister, here 
seen disqualifying a perfectly good 
answer. 
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Trevor writes: 
It was Jeremy that did it  
I’ve just being reading about Jeremy in the 
Bible. This was a surprise to me as I had 
forgotten that he was in there. I knew that I had 
read the New Testament verse where he 
appeared several times before but still he had 
slipped my mind. Not only that, I was reading 
the Bible aloud in public when Jeremy popped 
up again. Jeremy, we were reminded, was an 

Old Testament prophet whose words get quoted in a prominent position 
in the New Testament. In theory, many of us who have read Matthew’s 
Gospel ought to remember Jeremy: “Thus was fulfilled that which was 
spoken by Jeremy the prophet …” 
 

I was reading from the King James Version of the Bible, the translation 
whose four hundredth anniversary of publication we celebrate this year. I 
was starting off a public reading of the KJV translation of the Gospels, 
taking place in Ingatestone parish church.  
This public reading is only one of many readings of the KJV that have 
taken place or are due to take place around the country during 2011. 
There has already been one at St Thomas’s Church in Brentwood and 
there is one planned for later in the year by Churches Together in 
Billericay.  
 

Heroically (or foolishly) I had volunteered to be the first to read, 
meaning that I had to negotiate the family tree of Jesus, with its host of 
tongue-twisting names, before moving on to the story of his birth, the 
visit of the Magi (wise men) and King Herod’s massacre of children in 
an attempt to kill off what he took to be a rival for his crown. It is in 
commenting upon this awful act that Matthew writes, “Thus was 
fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet … [‘Jeremiah’, in 
the translations we use in church these days] … In Rama there was a 
voice heard, lamentation, and weeping and great mourning. Rachel 
weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are 
not.” (Matthew 2: 17, 18 – KJV) 
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I don’t think I have ever 
experienced this reading or the 
hearing of these words with such 
force before. I have never felt so 
deeply concerning either the 
bereaved mothers of Rama, of 
Bethlehem in New Testament 
times, or for their contemporary 
equivalents. I think it was ‘Jeremy’ 
that did this to me.  
Previously, familiarity with the text had dulled my sensitivities but the 
variation in the name caught my attention, just in time to receive the 
message about Rachel and the desolate women. Since the motivation for 
the King James Version was that the people would hear the scriptures 
with a new clarity I think the translators would be quietly satisfied to 
know that their work can still have such an impact four hundred years 
later. 
I do hope we all get opportunities to hear the Bible, not only in the 
‘usual ways’ but also in new ways, new settings, new translations, or 
though different  means of presentation; that we too really get to hear or 
hear anew the message God speaks to us today. 
 Trevor 
ARK Summer Holiday! 
ARK members will not be meeting during the school summer holidays. 
If children attend church during this time, ARK Assistant Leaders will 
be available to provide drawing materials, games and Bible Story Videos 
in the Kathleen Martin room, should the children's parents/carers wish to 
take them out for part of the service. ARK re-commences on Sunday 4th 
September.  Valerie Forde 
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Saturday   2   9.15am Prayer Fellowship in Kathleen Martin 
Room, until 9.45am 

Saturday   2  Bradwell Pilgrimage  

SUNDAY   3 11.00am Communion service, led by  
Revd Colin Hunt 

Wednesday   6   7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the Kathleen Martin 
Room  

Saturday   9  Last Night at the Proms  
Choral Society in our church  

SUNDAY 10 11.00am Morning Worship, led by  
Revd Trevor Jamison 

SUNDAY 10   5.00pm Visit of Assembly Moderator: Mrs Val 
Morrison 

Tuesday 12   8.00pm CTB meeting at Emmanuel Church 

Wednesday 13   7.30pm Emmaus session 15, for everybody, in 
the church led by our Minister 

Thursday 14 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  
(Last until September) 

Thursday 14   2.30pm   Fellowship Group meets in the 
Mayflower Hall 
Olive Baldwin & Thelma Wilson: 
Warley Place 

SUNDAY 17 11.00am Communion Service, led by  
Revd Trevor Jamison 

SUNDAY 17   Summerfest at Sun Corner 

SUNDAY 17   5.00pm Afternoon worship at Brentwood URC 
to which our church is invited. 
United Reformed Church - CHURCH 
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Monday 19   2.30pm The Church Weekend Committee meet 
in the Kathleen Martin Room 

Monday 19   7.45pm Worship Group at 58 Norsey View 
Drive 

SUNDAY 24 11.00am Morning Worship, led by Revd John 
Hickmore 

SUNDAY 31 11.00am Morning Worship, led by Mr Peter 
Brierley 
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There will be no meeting of the Prayer Fellowship in August. 
However, prayer concerns will be shared for private prayer. 

 

Tuesday   9 7.45pm The World Focus Committee meet in the 
home of Margaret Hatchard 

SUNDAY   7 11.00am Communion service, led by  
Revd John Hickmore 

Thursday 11   2.30pm Fellowship Group garden afternoon at 
Stockbrook Garden Centre, courtesy of 
Peter Brierley 

SUNDAY 14 11.00am Morning Worship, led by  
Mr Kenton Church 

SUNDAY 21 11.00am Communion Service, led by  
Revd Colin Hunt 

SUNDAY 28 11.00am Morning Worship, led by Margaret 
and Robin Derbyshire 
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NOTES FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY – KEN WOODS 

Feedback from the 25 th May Church Meeting 

Christmas arrangements 

Some changes from prior years were agreed.  

Church Meeting was impressed by how well it worked out last 
Christmas, when the snow caused us to reschedule the Nativity service 
to the church party in January. We therefore voted to do something 
similar on a Saturday in early 2012, in place of the Nativity service that 
was provisionally in the church calendar for Sunday, 18th December. Our 
Minister undertook to convene a small task group to figure out exactly 
how to make this happen. 

The Carol Service and Midnight Communion on 24th December both 
saw increased numbers last Christmas. This encouraged Church Meeting 
to call for maximum publicity this year. 

Remembrance Day 

We voted to adopt last year’s arrangements as the future pattern. That 
means that the service at our church will be at 9.45am to 10.30am, 
allowing sufficient time for those who are able to be at the War 
Memorial service at 10.45am.  

Peggy’s legacy 

The provisional list for possible use of the £30,000 was agreed as 
(1) Project Facelift, (2) solar panels and (3) creation of a separate fund.  

Project Facelift involves the fabric-related items identified by the Synod 
survey, in which the bulk of the cost is for restoration of the roof over 
the church parlour. We have submitted a grant request to Synod in 
connection with these repair costs. Solar panels require more research as 
to the cost and benefits. A separate fund would be for use at some future 
time(s). All three are to be considered by the Finance Committee before 
the Church Meeting makes a final decision about how the legacy is 
deployed. 

Of the other two items in my April notes, the projector screen is to be 
purchased out of normal church funds, and the Westminster College 
appeal will be considered separately.  
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All-age services 

As from this month (July), we will revert to our previous arrangements 
whereby all-age services will be for the quarterly festival occasions only. 
The young people had indicated that at the moment they would prefer to 
have more time in their own activities; Church Meeting readily accepted 
this. The Minister was encouraged to continue with experimentation in 
our worship, recognising that some changes introduced for all-age 
worship had general applicability. The young people will continue to 
join the rest of the congregation for Communion on the third Sunday in 
the month. 

 

Wedding policy 

Church Meeting adopted a policy for weddings. This policy includes 
items that have been agreed by the Elders over the years, such as the 
marriage of divorcees. In addition, Church Meeting agreed that as a 
congregation we would be happy to offer a service of blessing for same-
sex civil partnerships, an issue that had not previously been discussed 
within our church. In all cases, reviews will continue to take place with 
applicants before the weddings/blessings are accepted.  

 

Coffee morning donations 

The following were agreed for the next half-year: 

 

July 
(National) 

 Book Aid 
 International 

August 
(Local)  

Pavis (for visually 
impaired) 

September 
(National) 

 CLIC Sargent 
 (cancer care) 

October 
(Local) 

Hamelin House 

November 
(National) 

 Diabetes UK December 
(Local) 

HARP (Southend 
Shelter) 
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Autumn Leaves, and all that:  Haven’t even been on 
your holidays yet?  But the planning goes on, and here 
are some events for your diary and your consideration 
 
Training for Learning and Service Course is startin g soon, 
near you! 
A group for the TLS Foundation Course is highly likely to run in South 
Essex, starting in September this year. 
 This is a two-year course exploring some basics of Christian life, 
spirituality, theology, mission and service from a practical and 
contextual point of view, with specific application in a personally 
selected area of service. It involves work at home, local group meetings 
and some residential weekends. Further details at: 
 http://www.urc.org.uk/what_we_do/tls/training_for_learning_and_serving  
I have tutored this course on several occasions in the past and can highly 
recommend it for those able to make the commitment involved. If you 
are interested speak to Trevor soon, as the deadline for registration is 
imminent. 
 Trevor 
 
Reading through the King James’ Bible  
2011 is the 400th Anniversary of the publication of the King James 
Version of the Bible - there have been many readings of the whole of the 
KJV on the Radio and at various venues around the UK so far this year.  

 
At a recent meeting of CTB church leaders, it was 
agreed that we should have a similar event here in 
Billericay, to take place at Saint Mary Magdalen? 
(the Church in the High Street) from Monday 17th 
through to Saturday 23rd October (the day before 
Bible Sunday) from 8.00am to 10.00pm each day, 
with churches sharing out the readings during the 
week (we’ll be looking for a number of volunteers). 
Further details will be given nearer the time, 
however, put this exciting event in your diary.

 Trevor 
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    Our Wild West Bazaar - Saturday 12 November  
At our short bazaar meeting we decided on the theme 
for this year's bazaar as above, and also that it will be 
organised in the same way as last year with the same 
timings. 
I am contacting stallholders to confirm that they will 
have a stall again this year.  If there is anyone wishing 
to have a stall please let me know. 
In the meantime start looking out things for the stalls, 
and making jam or knitting a jumper etc. 

    Please note the date in your diary. 
 Thank you. Margaret Dunn 
 

 

On Saturday 24 th September,  the Mayflower Ladies are 
holding a ‘Ploughmans Lunch’  in the Mayflower Hall in aid of 
their charity ‘Bosom Pals’  (for Breast Cancer), please come and 
enjoy a lovely meal and help raise funds for this worthy charity. 
For more information contact Jo on 01268 785307. 
 

 
Emmaus Update:  
It’s now public:  the posters and leaflets 
are available to tell people what the 
course is about and invite them to join 
in.  Please take every opportunity to 
spread the word, and think if there is 
somebody you can bring to the course.  
Remember the first meeting on 22 
September is just for information: 
people do not need to commit 
themselves to the course until they have 
had all the explanations they are looking 
for.  

 
A slight correction to the double page spread last month: each evening 
finishes at 9.00, not 9.15, though by the time you’ve had a post-meeting 
chat... 
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Camcorders in the Occupied Territories  
help in the struggle for Human Rights  
A young Palestinian 
woman with a 
camcorder.  Is she 
filming her family in 
the garden or street 
outside? Actually, no. 
The camera has been 
lent to her by an 
Israeli human rights 
organisation called 
B’Tselem. Its name 
means ‘in the image 
of’, and refers to Genesis 1: 27 ‘God created humans in his image’, 
which is embodied in the UN declaration of Human Rights. B’Tselem 
has distributed hundreds of these cameras throughout the illegally 
occupied Palestinian Territories and Gaza.  Those who have them record 
instances of the occupying soldiers or the Jewish settlers committing acts 
of aggression, or depriving Palestinians of their rights. In this case, from 
this window, the woman was able to record soldiers beating a Palestinian 
boy. He was actually arrested and charged, but with the aid of this visual 
evidence the words of the soldiers were discredited and he was 
acquitted.  
 

Or take another Palestinian 
with a camera.  Ahmed 
lives in the Hills above 
Hebron, where settlers are 
prone to launch attacks.  So 
he never goes out without 
his camera. “Now even just 
the sight of the camera 
stops the settlers,” he says.  
“Maybe they are cautious, 
or even afraid.” 
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The camera operators record footage of, for example, masked settlers 
beating a  Palestinian shepherd, or soldiers harming Palestinians or the 
notorious case of a woman settler shouting ‘whore’ at a Palestinian 
woman in Hebron.  This footage is transferred to mobile phone, gets 
onto You-Tube and so is broadcast round the world, and is available to 
the law enforcement authorities.  In 2009 this project received a special 
media award from the 
British One World group. 
Israeli soldiers are very 
reluctant to stop settlers 
harassing the 
Palestinians, whose land 
they have taken over. 
However they are 
strangely moved to do so, 
when their lack of action 
is documented.  
This picture, taken by a professional photographer, shows the everyday 
harassment of young Palestinians.  This young man was picked up for no 
good reason and was detained for three days without charge.  
 

These were just a few examples that those who attended the URC special 
day on Israel-Palestine heard from speakers. These instances were given 
by the Christian Aid speaker, Charlotte Marshall, who visits the region 
frequently.  The Palestinians are becoming adept at defending 
themselves, and making their point by non-violent means. And there are 
Israeli organisations, like B’Tselem, who are helping them. 
 

ACRI (the Association for Civil Rights in Israel) realised that in law a 
state which is occupying another is responsible for providing its citizens 
with basic services such as water, electricity and health care. But many 
villages in the |Occupied |Territories have no water supply, and there are 
instances where the military have actually destroyed the existing water 
supply.  ACRI chose one such small village, and set up a campaign for 
the responsible ministry to receive no less than 850 e-mails every day 
pressing for a water supply to be provided. 
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 It took some time, but 
finally the issue was 
raised in the Israeli 
parliament, the 
ministry relented and 
set up a water supply 
for the village. Now, 
of course there is a 
new campaign, for 
electricity, and the 
nearby villages point 
out that they are also 

without water. It is a very gradual process, against an authority which 
does everything it can to deny the villages these resources. 
 

The URC Day was full of sad and 
shocking news from the first hand 
observer, Charlotte, but also of heartening 
stories of how the people of Gaza and the 
West Bank are determined to improve their 
lives against the odds. Christian Aid has 
nothing to do with politics, said Charlotte. 
We follow the gospel command and 
challenge systems and structures that keep 
people poor. We work with 21 local 
partner organisations here to provide the 
resources to improve and protect people’s 
lives and their human rights.   
Like Khitam (pictured) who lives in Gaza 
and was determined that she could 
overcome the obstacles and get business training. ‘With hard work and 
patience I can achieve anything.... I used to stay at home.  Now look at 
me – I’m a business woman!’ 
 

Another speaker was Diana Neslen, Secretary of Jews for Justice for 
Palestinians. As a Jew herself, she said that the historic support Israel 
had received  was not so much to give them a country of their own, as to 
displace them from the countries in which they were scattered.  
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They were now more insecure living in the Middle East today, 
surrounded by largely hostile countries, than they would be as citizens of 
other countries.  In fact many Israelis hold alternative passports for other 
countries, and many young Israelis had heated arguments with their 
parents on this subject.  She reminded us that it was orthodox Jewish 
teaching that Jews should not return to the Holy Land until the Messiah 
came. 
We were a gathering of concerned Christian people, wanting to come 
together and to be active for justice to return to the Holy Land. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The picture shows Diana Neslen of JFJP, (left), and Charlotte Marshall 
of CA (second from right, with participants at the URC Day.  Other 
pictures are provided by Christian Aid and were taken by Charlotte 
Marshall and Tom Pilston 
 

 Poverty in the Occupied Territories 
 1998:  20% 
 2009:  70% 
 2011 likely not to have reduced 

 

 Gaza 
 80% rely on humanitarian aid. 
 15% have only 2 hours water per day 
 39% unemployment 
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Thought we’d have a good walk across the fields 
this afternoon, but now this downpour!  Get your 
waterproof on quick . ...  
That’s better.  Thank goodness for the rain, though.   I hope that farmer 
we saw on the telly, who needed the rain for his potatoes, gets enough. 
This crop looks a bit sorry for itself. Maybe too late to save it. The 
ground is so hard underneath, it can’t find any nourishment. Just flops 
over and dries up.  Reminds me this is the month of the Sower. 
You mean the story our preacher promised us a whole month of sermons 
on.  Can’t wait.  
Well, but it won’t be agriculture lessons. He said in the first sermon it 
was about the Kingdom.  Hearing the word of the Kingdom, he said.  
So here we are sheltering under this tree, just hoping there’s no 
lightning about, and you’re saying ‘have you heard about the 
Kingdom?’  What Kingdom is that then, and shouldn’t we be more 
worried where we’re going to get enough to eat, if those potatoes don’t 
grow for us?   
I sort of have a glimmering he’s going to say the Kingdom, it’s all about 
goodness, fairness and honesty.  And the Sower story says everybody 
gets dropped into the world, like a seed being cast by the sower, and how 
it turns out just depends on where it lands.  
Well, we used to think of a man with a 
basket marching up and down flinging 
seeds in all directions.  Now it’s 
mechanised, and more targeted, but I 
guess some seeds still land in better 
places than others.  
Yes, so some germinate and others 
don’t.  Just as you drop seed on the 
ground, so you drop a wise word in a 
person’s ear. It’s what sort of a 
reception it gets that matters. 
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Didn’t he say something about birds?  Shoo, there’s a crow looking for 
straw, I think, but he could be picking up a seed or two.  
In fact our preacher said the bird was the evil one. If the bird scoffs the 
good seed, then the wise word, the impulse to do something good, has 
gone with it. Gobbled up.  Personally I wouldn’t want to blame that on 
some evil being like a bird.  I’d say that was really my fault for not 
listening to the word.  
I’ve been reading ahead a bit.  The next verse was about the seed that 
fell on rocks. It’s a bit stony just here on the edge, where people have 
been walking, and the crop sort of peters out.  No wonder.   
Yes, but that’s a great pity.  If I were a seed I’d be enthusiastic, 
expectant:  Going to grow up into a tall stalk of wheat.  And then what?  
No nice damp nourishing soil. No growth.  All my enthusiasm dashed. 
Along comes a bird, and I say OK take me, I’m no good for the 
Kingdom! I’ll just live for myself. 
Yes, but the Kingdom, that’s about our life together, how God wants us 
to be.  We shouldn’t be giving up so easily. No staying power. 
Well, let’s guess, (it’s brightening up, by the way), what the next two 
Sundays have in store.  I think it will be about the thistles next.  What do 
they do? I can see one or two places over there where weeds and such 
like are growing.  
Yes, they’re preventing the seed from growing. I bet he’s going to say the 
good plants get pushed aside stopping the growth.  And he’ll be looking 
straight at me, and I’m thinking all my bad habits, all those extra bags of 
crisps, and getting cross with my neighbour even though she is an old... 
...Don’t say it! The last Sunday sermon is due next week, 
and what d’you know, that will be about the good news. 
Some seed drops straight down on a nice damp patch, 
with a touch of fertiliser, and the seed says to itself I 
mustn’t throw this chance away, I’ve heard the word, and 
I’m going to do it. And I’m thoughtful to my neighbour, 
go round and dig her garden, always there with a smile 
when she locks herself out, and I’ll be helpful and 
thoughtful to those less fortunate than me.  
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Other people catch on, and they start to say we’re going to spread some 
happiness too, so it multiplies, thirtyfold and sixtyfold, (now you’ve got 
me talking that way), and it bears much more fruit than you could expect 
from just one seed. And your actions don’t just affect people round you. 
You stand up for what is just in our world; speak up for peace in place of 
violence, fair sharing in place of exploitation and greed. That’s the only 
way the Kingdom can grow.  But it isn’t just a maybe. We’ve got to 
work for it. So there’s your open air sermon.   
 
You see – Kingdom in our sights, as the sun comes out, 
and all from one seed.  We could write that last sermon 
ourselves.  Now let’s make a dash for it, but don’t 
trample on any of this wheat. You don’t know, it might 
grow up straight and tall, even if it did have a poor 
start in life.   
 
 
Footnote 
I’m just finishing off imagining this little conversation, when fellow 

member of Brentwood Choral Society 
Maria Hung, who describes herself as 
‘an ordinary uneducated Chinese 
woman’, rings me to say she’s been 
voted the Essex Chronicle Pride of 
Essex trophy winner 2011. Maria is a 
voluntary worker for several local 
charities for the disabled, including 
for children, and obviously gained the 
acclaim of all those who know her 
and her work.  
Seems not a bad way to illustrate the 
multiplying effect of the Parable of 
the Sower.            Robin 
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Remembering Cyril Johnson 
Cyril Johnson, with his wife Betty, became 
members of our church in May 1973 after they 
had moved down from Hoylake on the Wirral, 
then Cheshire.  Cyril was soon active in the 
church and became an Elder in 1974.  A new 
generation of active working people was moving 
into Billericay and Cyril was one of those.  The 
church benefited greatly as it began to move 
forward following the long pastorate of the Rev. 
Jim Wilkinson.  

 
Cyril went on to join the Finance Committee, where his accountancy 
skills were greatly valued, and the church was grateful for the generosity 
of Cyril’s printing company when a publisher was needed for the history 
of the Billericay Congregational Church (now the URC) entitled ‘Calling 
the Generations’ and written by a former Church Secretary William 
Taylor. Betty joined the Women’s Guild and later, following the 
establishment of the weekly Tuesday Coffee Morning became a very 
active organiser of bric a brac and other items for its stalls.  She became 
something of an expert in this field, and church funds benefitted 
accordingly.  Betty and Cyril moved to Hopton on Sea on Valentine’s 
Day 2002, where their daughter Carole and her husband John had gone 
to live some time earlier. 
 
We remember Cyril with thanks for all that he and Betty gave to our 
church over a good many years and we are thinking of Betty and Carole 
and the rest of their family at this time. 
 
 

The Messenger 
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the September 
issue by Sunday 14th August 2011.  Articles are welcome.  
Please speak to Robin Derbyshire at any time about any 
proposal you have. 
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‘Great Ormond Street gave us our daughter 
back’, say Nick and Camilla 

Many of you will know the 
story of Rachel, Angela 
Christian’s young 
granddaughter, whose parents 
noticed when she was three 
years old that she was having 
strange ‘blank moments’.  By 
the time she was five she was 
experiencing daily seizures, 
some of which were extremely 
severe. As her condition 

worsened her personality was transformed.  She became lethargic, and 
her fits left her exhausted. For her parents, Nick and Camilla, her decline 
was an enormously traumatic experience which lasted three years.  They 
wondered ‘Why us?  What have we done to deserve this?’  
Rachel was referred to Great Ormond Street Hospital  to try and find the 
root of her disorder, and 
eventually, following a 
‘magnetic resonance imaging’ 
scan the medical team found a 
piece of brain tissue that 
appeared abnormal. They began 
to wonder if surgery to remove 
this tissue might be an option.  
First she had to have special 
monitoring, and underwent an 
operation to place a special grid 
of electrodes directly onto her 
brain, so that her neural electrical 
activity could be observed.  This monitoring and analysis provided the 
information  needed to remove the tissue from the brain. 



 20

The surgery that followed this changed 
Rachel’s life and that of her family.  
‘It’s like she’d had a personality  
transplant’ says Nick. ‘Nobody can 
believe the difference it has made to her 
in all aspects of her life. She is now so 
alive, so excitable and so happy.  We 
are eternally grateful from the bottom of 
our hearts to everyone at the Hospital 
for giving us our daughter back.’ 
 

Rachel and her elder sister Olivia 
attend church on our Baptism Renewal 
Sunday, and help their grandmother to collect the Communion glasses 
afterwards. 
 

The other pictures show the girls at the hospital, and Rachel during her 
treatment.  
 

Public Issues Calendar 
The Calendar is compiled by the Baptist, Methodist and United 
Reformed Churches for meditation and prayer and for further 
information through websites. 
 10 July Sea Sunday (www.biss.org.uk) 
 23 August Slavery Memorial Day (International Remembrance 
   of the Slave Trade and its abolition)   
   www.unesco.org.uk 

 
 
 
PRAYER FELLOWSHIP 
Due to holiday arrangements, the Prayer Fellowship will not be meeting 
on the first Saturday in August, though it will be meeting on the first 
Saturday in July.  Friends from the Prayer Fellowship will be keeping in 
touch over the holiday period by email, so if you have any special 
concerns for prayers, either for yourself or for someone else, please 
contact Margaret Derbyshire (651689). 
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Did the Church need an electrician?  
Eric Aylott was the person 
 
We were saddened to hear of the death of Eric 
Aylott .. Dennis Jordan, who worked with him on 
many church fabric jobs, looks back on what Eric 
did for the church over many years. 
 
 
Eric and Joyce came to Billericay in the early 1960’s and became 
members of our Church in April 1966. Eric was an Electrical and 
Electronics Engineer who worked for STC in Basildon.  As a senior 
engineer he made regular visits to Brussels for the AT&T European 
meetings. 
Throughout his church membership he worked on many fabric items.  
On his retirement he and Charles Lodemore started a Fabric Group 
which still continues the work he and Charles initiated.  While Charles 
could reach high places Eric, who was very agile, could get into all sorts 
of small places to make repairs.  Anything electrical or audio within the 
church, hall or manse has Eric’s mark upon it. Eric was keen to help 
those who were hard of hearing and installed a Loop system in our 
church in 1988 to work with hearing aids.  His loop is still in use with 
our present audio system. He was the proud owner of a Wheatstone’s 
Bridge, a scientific instrument for measuring electrical resistance, Eric 
had saved the instrument when a laboratory in which he had worked 
closed.  During the period from 1978 until 2007 he was one of our 
Church Auditors, now known as Independent Examiners.  In October 
2007 Eric and Joyce left Billericay to live in Bury St Edmunds near to 
their daughter Sheila and her family.  It was in Bury St Edmunds that 
Eric died on May 15th. 
So we say farewell to a quiet and thoughtful, yet very active past 
member of our church. 
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Charles Lodemore adds his memory of Eric 
Eric was quite a reserved person, but was much appreciated by his 
neighbours.  He was always willing to use his knowledge and expertise 
to help wherever needed.  To quote just two instances out of many,  
when a neighbour locked himself out, it was Eric who climbed in 
through an upstairs window, and when a lady living on her own looked 
for help, it was Eric who did the practical jobs she needed doing. 
Eric had great integrity.  Many years ago, when he was provided with a 
firm’s car, he sold his own car.  Despite the fact that his car was 
completely roadworthy, he made sure it was in perfect condition, and 
even had new tyres fitted before handing it over. 
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NOTE: Some items are  
             not available for 
             on-line viewing.  
 

 
 
FAMILY DAY ON 19TH JUNE 
 
It was a great pleasure to welcome a number of young children and their 
parents to our church on Father’s Day, Sunday, 19th June.  The day was 
also Trinity Sunday, which celebrates the threefold nature of the one 
God, Father Son and Holy Spirit – a fitting date to remember and 
celebrate those who have been baptised and blessed in our church.  
Among those who came were Olivia and Rachel, granddaughters of 
Angela and Bill Christian (see story elsewhere in this issue), and Wendy 
Breden with daughter Helen and young grandson Harrison, and his 
godparents Julia Hicks and Glen Freitag. 
 



 23

John, Melanie and Peter Lodemore also    
came to mark Father’s Day and were able 
to witness the presentation of a picture to 
Muriel and Charles Lodemore, in 
recognition of all their practical and 
caring service to the church and its 
community. The picture was chosen from 
the portfolio of Neil Moult, and shows 
the lighthouse at Southwold.  We are very 
grateful to Shirley for allowing us to 
choose a picture from Neil’s wonderful  
collection. 

 
Charles and Muriel have written: We would like to thank the church for 
the gift yesterday. It came as a complete surprise. We are still asking 
ourselves “why us?” as there are so many others in the congregation who 
have done as much, if not more than we have. The church (used in its 
wider sense) has meant a great deal to us for most of our lives, and has 
given us much more than we have given back. However we do deeply 
appreciate the gesture that has been made, and will value the picture, 
which we are sure will in due course also be valued by our family. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Congratulations and best wishes for fun on their birthdays go to Joshua 
Undy Jamison who will be 12 on 15th July and to Sarah Brown who will 
be 11 on 11th August.   
 
 

Joyce Elliott reports the happy news that her grandson, Matthew is 
engaged.  Last September he went to South Africa to be Best Man at a 
friend’s wedding.  He got talking to a friend of the Bride and it was 
almost instantaneous attraction.  They only spent a short time together, 
but on his return home, he booked a return visit and during this time they 
both realised they had something very special.  They were engaged in 
May and this last two weeks has been very exciting as they came over 
for Matthew to introduce Lani to family and friends.  She is absolutely 
lovely and the relationship is very special.  They are getting married in 
July 2012, and are living in Johannesburg. Congratulations to Lani and 
Matthew, who is the son of Jennifer and Howard. 
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VISITORS 
We were delighted to see Yvonne and Robin Cantlie when they made a 
return visit to the church on Sunday 22nd May, staying with Dianne and 
Alan Lough for a few days. 

 
We were also pleased to see Hilary, mother of Simon Houlton, on a visit 
to her family in Billericay on 29th May.  At the time of going to press, 
we believe that Hilary has at last had a much postponed knee operation 
in Sheffield, where she lives. 
 

The Fellowship enjoyed another 
of their wonderful lunches on 
10th June. Among the guests we 
were delighted to welcome Mary 
Young back with us, seen here 
being served by our caterers 
Lesley Jeans.  
We send our love to these 
friends, whom we enjoyed 
seeing again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENDPIECE – by a member of the congregation 
Time for a Break – Holiday or Holy Day? 
 
A day set aside for God is part of the Creation story of the book of 
Genesis in the Bible.  One day a week was to be observed by the people 
as a non-working day, a holy day.  Later, in the Middle Ages, festivals 
and feast days in the church’s yearly calendar were added to these 
weekly Holy Days, and ordinary people were able to celebrate them with 
a ‘holiday’ from their daily grinding toil.  Gradually the word holiday 
began to assume a different meaning as any time of leisure (and of 
course pleasure), and the original meaning was lost. 
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In our restless 24/7 world, where true silence really is ‘golden’, taking 
time out to follow a spiritual path can refresh us in body and spirit and 
help us to put the rest of our lives in perspective. Jesus regularly slipped 
away from his disciples and the people who thronged to hear his words 
to be alone with God and to listen and think.  This quiet communing 
does not need to be put into words, especially if the word ‘prayer’ is a 
troublesome one for us.  But a regular time of opening ourselves up to 
God and seeing what he is saying to us can lead us into new pathways of 
living and of being.  The cliché is of spending ‘quality time’ but 
sometimes it is simply spending time on our own and in quiet, away 
from the distractions of modern life. 
 

It may be that we already spend a good deal of time on our own, as many 
older people do.  Then our needs are different.  God’s presence may not 
be in the silence but in the companionship of other people and in caring 
for them through our love and prayers.   
 

In whatever way we search and seek for God, we may need to turn away 
from the world as it is usually presented through the news media.  Often, 
this is a bleak, joyless world where the lives of ordinary people are 
swallowed up either in superficial news items or ‘major’ disasters.  Yet, 
there is a God of joy, of hope, of humanity – and most of all love – 
present in this world of ours.  Let us seek him out and rejoice.  “Rejoice, 
the Lord is King ... Lift up your heart, lift up your voice: rejoice, again I 
say, rejoice,” wrote Charles Wesley long ago, in words that are still sung 
today. 
We do not need to travel great distances, to go ‘on holiday’ to know the 
spirit of the Lord with us in our daily lives and find him a strength and 
support to us.  Timothy Dudley-Smith wrote a hymn based on Psalm 
121, but written with a hilly promontory near Folkestone in mind. In the 
midst of our everyday busyness we can be lifted to the hills and find God 
there:  
 

“I lift my eyes to the quiet hills in the press of a busy day; as green hills 
stand in a dusty land so God is my strength and stay.”  
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PRAYING TOGETHER 
Churches and chapels are just some of the places we may encounter 
God, though he is present wherever we seek him.  An invitation is 
displayed in the Lady Chapel, in the parish church in Lavenham: 
 

Here in the quiet you may speak to God.  Here you may share your 
worries with him.  Here you may give thanks.  Here you may find 
strength for the present and courage for the future.  Then you may go 
on your way refreshed. 
 

May God bless you and give you his peace.  Amen. 

 
 
 

CHURCH FLOWERS 
 

 July 3 Jos Knightley August 7 Vacan 
  10 Rachel Stenhouse  14 Vacant 
  17 Ina Swanepoel  21 Margaret Hatchard 
  24 Vacant  28 Vacant 
  31 Thelma Woods Sept: 4th Vacant 
 
Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall 

at 8.00pm, as follows:- 
 July 7 Ann Hardy: New York, New York 
  14 Members:  Bring & Buy 
  21 Ann Hardy:  Retail the Story Retold 
   Break for Schools Summer Holidays 
 Sept: 8 Back to Mayflower Ladies 
Coffee Mornings – 19th July & 16th August 
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