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The poem Marge Dewis kept in her bag – see page 18 
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Dianne Lough says Goodbye to 
one of the Mums at the closing 
party for First Steps, held in 
December. 

Father Christmas also dropped 
in, with presents for everybody. 

 

 

 

The ten-week Emmaus Course finished in December.  

Members check over their work 
and enjoy a last cup of tea together 
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Trevor writes ……. 
What’s Our Business? 
“Eastman Kodak, the company that invented the 
hand-held camera, has filed for bankruptcy 
protection. The move gives the company time to 
reorganise itself without facing its creditors, and 
Kodak said that it would mean business as 
normal for customers. The company has recently 
moved away from cameras to refocus on making 
printers to stem falling profits. The 133-year-old 

firm has struggled to keep up with competitors who were quicker to 
adapt to the digital era.” http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-16625725 
 
So, Kodak joins a long line of companies and other organisations that 
have been overtaken by changed circumstances. As the report above 
notes, others were quicker to adapt to the digital era and so Kodak, 
previously so dominant in its field, has fallen way behind. We live in the 
digital age. This letter was written using a computer, emailed to the 
magazine editors who then dropped it into the appropriate electronic 
space in the publication. It was then either re-emailed or delivered on a 
computer memory stick to the printer, who then sent the digital 
command to print the paper version that you are now reading, unless of 
course you are looking at one of the online versions available on church 
websites. 
 
Similar pressures have affected other businesses. Bookshops, including 
Christian bookshops, such as the one in Chelmsford, have been closing 
as customers (me included) have been ordering online rather than going 
to the shop. Likewise, HMV struggles on in the high street but many of 
its former customers now prefer to pick up their music or movie from 
Tesco or Amazon. Churches may have been closing in this country 
throughout the twentieth century but not at as quickly as the rate at 
which pubs have been closing, and the majority of pubs that are still 
going have reinvented themselves as restaurants, where it so happens 
you can also go for a drink. Similarly, these days, you are as likely to go 
to Waterstones to drink a cappuccino as you are to purchase a book. 
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Kodak, you could argue, thought it was in the film business when in fact 
it was in the image business and when photographic film was no longer 
the way to create images then it should have moved on. What business, 
then, in changed times do you think churches are in as we proceed 
further into 2012? One hundred and thirty-three years ago, when Kodak 
was founded, congregations were flourishing in this country, evidenced 
by the great number of large, new church buildings being erected. They 
were centres of worship, education and entertainment; of social service 
and socialising. Today, elements of all of these remain in the lives of 
many of our churches, but many of these functions have taken over and 
are often better done by other groups – schools and hospitals for 
example, not forgetting the revamped pubs. 
 

I would argue there is still a place for many of these things in the life of 
our churches, as long as we stay focused on our ‘core business’, which is 
relating to God through finding and following Jesus. That’s what drives 
the Fresh Expressions movement, attempts to ‘do church’ in different, 
non-traditional ways in a fast-changing world. Worship and service, fun 
and fellowship and learning, located in a substantial church building, 
however, still have a valid role in the twenty-first century as a way of 
following Jesus together. We need to ready, however, to develop our life 
in ways that best enable us and others to find and follow Jesus, which is 
the business we are still in today. 

Trevor  
For information on Fresh Expressions
 http://www.freshexpressions.org.uk 

 

 

REPORT ON WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
TO END OF DECEMBER 2011 

 

Offertories (Freewill envelopes [including direct credits] plus loose 
offerings): £24,712.24. 
This is slightly below our budgeted target for 2011 of £25,200.  
However, this is probably due in part to several members of the 
congregation being absent on Christmas holidays. 
Balance in Communion Fund as at end of December = £553.44. 

The Elders thank you all for your continuing support 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR February 2012  

Wednesday   1   7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the Kathleen Martin 
Room 

Saturday   4   9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the Kathleen 
Martin Room, until 9.45am 

SUNDAY   5 11.00am Communion service, led by Revd John 
Hickmore 

Thursday   9   2.30pm   Fellowship Group in Mayflower Hall. 
Speaker:  Martin Carter – ‘The 
Countryside Restoration Trust’ 

SUNDAY 12 11.00am Songs of Praise Service led by 
Miss Margaret Hatchard  

Wednesday 15  7.45pm World Focus Meeting at 87 Norsey Road 

SUNDAY 19 11.00am Communion Service, led by Revd 
Trevor Jamison  

SUNDAY 19   5.00pm Afternoon worship at Brentwood URC 
to which our church is invited: 
Striving for Unity, bringing promises to 
God 

SUNDAY 19    CTB worshipping together at Emmanuel, 
Laindon Road, celebrating 20 years of 
Schools Ministry: 

    5.00pm Coffee, cake and a chat  
    6.30pm Service 

Monday 20   8.00pm Finance Committee meets in Kathleen 
Martin Room 

SUNDAY 26 11.00am Worship led by Miss Margaret 
Hatchard 

MARCH 
Friday   2 10.30am Women’s World Day of Prayer at Most 

Holy Redeemer church on Laindon Rd.  
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Saturday   3   9.15am Prayer Fellowship in Kathleen Martin 
Room, until 9.45am 

SUNDAY   4 11.00am Communion Service, led by the Revd 
Richard Mortimer, 
Deputy General Secretary of the 
United Reformed Church 

 

NOTES FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY – KEN WOODS 

2012 is here!  

On 7th January, we very much enjoyed our New Year Party. Thank you 
Kenton for an excellent programme of entertainment and fun. And to 
Brenda and the other ladies who organised refreshments. 

The following are a selection of future items in the 2012 calendar. 

11th March is the revised date for the next ‘sing-along’ session. This will 
be our opportunity to learn some new hymns in a relaxed atmosphere 
after worship. We hope also to see what it’s like to have some hymns 
projected on to our new screen in a large font rather than in printed form. 
The Church Meeting can then discuss to what extent we might want to 
replace printed words with screen projections on future occasions. 

24th March will be the date for this year’s Charities Table Sale. 

22nd April sees our first event to learn something of Nicaragua. The Revd 
Chris Rose, Director designate of the Amos Trust, has agreed to preach 
on that day, and address a meeting after lunch. He is an experienced 
visitor to Nicaragua, and guide to visiting parties. Amos is active in that 
country. 

26th May – our church will host the annual pastorate social event in the 
Mayflower Hall. It’s our turn every 3 years of course to entertain our 
friends from Brentwood and Ingatestone. 

14th July is our one-day ‘Church Weekend’. We will be going to 
Wickford to enjoy a day together. Our leader on this occasion will be the 
Revd Peter Ball, from Synod Office. The flyer with the March 
Messenger will give more details and application form. 
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1st September – another of our annual pastorate quiet days. Why not try 
it this year? 

18th September - 10 weeks of Tuesdays until 27th November (excluding 
30th October) are scheduled for the 3rd Emmaus course. If you would like 
to join in – or know someone who might be interested – please talk to 
Trevor or me.  

14th October - two alternatives are being considered. One would be to 
revisit the subject of Climate Change, which is becoming more urgent 
every year. The other would be to mark 20 years of Commitment for 
Life at the morning service, looking back at its work, and our part in it - 
the countries we have studied, and the money we have raised. 

10th November has tentatively been penciled in for the Bazaar. However, 
a request has been made for a discussion at a Church Meeting as to 
whether we should continue with the annual bazaar. This discussion will 
most likely be at our May meeting. 
 
Other News 
Street Pastors – the exploratory meeting at St Mary Magdalen in the 
High Street was well supported by a number of Billericay churches. Our 
29th January Church Meeting will have an opportunity to say whether 
we are supportive. 

First Steps – after many years of providing every Tuesday for toddlers 
and their carers, First Steps finished in December in party spirit, with a 
seemingly endless stream of gifts (each gift was followed by eager 
family members taking photographs of the recipient with Father 
Christmas!) Dianne Lough was given a leaving gift on behalf of the 
church, as a small thank you for her work.   

Whilst the Loughs are away on a well-deserved 6 week break, Irene 
Mackenzie has kindly agreed to look after Mayflower Hall and Kathleen 
Martin Room lettings. Please direct enquiries to Irene until Alan and 
Dianne return in March. 

 

Radical Welcome – watch this space! 
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Our Christmas Appeal 
The total money collected at services during the Christmas period 
amounted to £515.70 (including Gift Aid), so we were able to send a 
total of £257.85 to each of our charities (Shelter and Christian Aid).  
Thank you to all for your generous contributions 

 
From Our friends at Mountnessing Court 

Dee Susans, Ward Manager at Mountnessing Court, has written to thank 
us for the lovely Carol Concert, and for the lovely Christmas gifts that 
we sent to ladies and gentlemen who otherwise would not receive 
anything.  She told us, after the Carol Concert, that one gentlemen did 
not want to come to breakfast on Christmas Day last year because he 
knew there would be no present for him - but there was, and it made him 
so happy.  She said they really do appreciate the effort we put in for 
them.  We are planning our next service, led by Colin Hunt, at 
Mountnessing Court on Easter Sunday afternoon, and hope some of you 
will be able to come with us then. 
 

A date for your Diary:   Women’s World Day of Praye r 
On Friday 2nd March 2012 the ‘Women’s World Day of Prayer’ Service 

will be held at the Holy Redeemer Church from 10.30am. 
 
Look closely and you will 
see that one of the 
electricity poles on the left 
of the picture has a 
distinct lean. To the 
rescue the electricity 
company, who had to cut 
off the supply to the 
Mayflower Hall on 18 
December, while a new 
pole was installed. 
Hence coffee was served in the Church instead, after the audience had 
enjoyed another stimulating and imaginative piece of alternative Nativity 
drama, written by Kenton.    For more about this, please turn over….. 
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The animals got their chance 
to tell the Nativity story in 
place of our usual people 
centred play on the Sunday 
before Christmas.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And a 
deserved 
round of 
applause 
for the 
talented 
cast! 
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Taking your 
Christmas gifts to the 
Southend Shelter 
As we pulled up at the 
Victorian terraced house, as 
young man in an anorak and 
wooly hat, carrying a 
haversack, stepped our from 
the lit doorstep into the dark 
street and walked away 
towards the large car park 
behind the shopping centre of Southend.  It was 7.30 in the evening. Few 
folk were around.  By the time Robin had parked the car the door of the 
house had closed, and we had to ring the bell and use the speakerphone.. 
A large friendly chap with his identity card dangling over his jumper 
came out to help us unload the car.  He was joined by another helper. 
The office floor of the Shelter was soon covered with boxes and bags 
containing your Christmas gifts of rice, pasta, biscuits, tins of soup, meat 
beans, etc. There was also the large homemade iced Christmas cake, and 
there were numerous presents wrapped in bright paper, as well as five 
bags of clothing.  
 

With Robin in the office, I talked to Nicola 
who was in duty that evening.  HARP operates 
a drop in day centre, as well as two medium 
stay hotels of people who need specialist help.  
The day centre, a few miles away in Westcliff 
handles about 20,000 visits a year, and has 
provided around 1700 lunches in the last 
twelve months, as well as clean clothes and 
the use of washing machines, soap powder and 
dryers. The night shelter, which we were visiting, can accommodate 14 
overnighters. A strict ‘No drugs’ policy is operated at all centres.  
 

Nicola expressed the concern of all the staff, that they are seeing  more 
young people coming to them each year, many between 16 and 25 years 
of age. Stricter rules about housing benefit for under 35s is  making the 
situation worse. 
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Harp is supported by local churches and schools, as well as Trusts, 
Foundations, Grantmakers, the Round Table, businesses and individuals, 
who can see the essential work that they are doing.  We’ve since 
received a grateful acknowledgment for the gifts including some money 
given by church donors.  
 

When I last visited the Shelter, three years ago, and talked to the staff, 
they told me there were only three organizations in the whole of Essex 
offering 53 beds between them. It is still the same. As we left I could not 

help thinking of the phrase ‘there was no room 
for them at the inn’.    

Pat Stockdale 
 

More details about the work of HARP can be 
found in the HARP website. 

 
 

More to report from the Newport  Control Centre for  
the work of HHI, from Margaret Dunn  
My sister and I have been back to Stow Park Church in Newport,  with  

the items you gave us to go in the 
container for Zambia.  The container 
left a few days after our visit.  Ron 
Prosser, the retired Chairman of HHI, 
asked me to thank you very much for 
your gift, so thank you to those who 
contributed to items for the container. 
(Here it’s being loaded with gifts: and 
Yes, it arrived in Monze, Zambia, in 

January, after a 3-month journey.) 
 

As I mentioned in my last report, the church has been appointed the 
Centre in Newport for Christians Against Poverty. We enjoyed meeting 
the people as they dropped into the  Centre, and saw some people from 
the retired peoples’ home opposite the church, and some members of the 
congregation having fun doing movements to music with two expert 
instructors from the Extend Organisation.   
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The Centre supports people in various ways.  We were shown a power 
point presentation on what is involved in accompanying and supporting 
somebody going to court.  A lot is involved in training to be an 
accompanier.  At the moment they are trying to help a Nigerian couple. 
The husband’s visa is about to expire and they are seeking help to 
finance a new application.  After this presentation there was another one 
on applying for Housing Benefits.  
 

Thousands of miles away in Zambia the work of HHI continues.   Jute, 
the Manager of Zambian interests, wrote the following after a recent 
visit to Zambia:  
‘I learnt for the first time how important it is that HHI is not just a health 
related charity but it is most importantly a Christian health-related 
charity’.  They spent a great part of the time travelling between the rural 
village of Ntambo 35 km from Monze where HHI headquarters are 
situated.  ‘The difference in the two communities was a world apart.  
Within the rural community there was a dispute rumbling and HHI had 
to intervene.  One family with a disabled child was blaming another 
family, who also had a disabled child, for introducing disability into their 
community and thereby causing their child to be born disabled.  This 
blaming and shaming resulted in HHI being called upon to defuse the 
situation, and the matter was even referred to the police.  Jute was aware 
that disability was viewed with prejudice in Zambia but had thought 
things had moved on for the better.  However, it was explained to her 
that, whilst in the townships where Christianity has become known to 
the people the attitudes have changed; in the rural areas there is still 
much more for HHI to do.   
 

Many prayers need to be said so that God’s word 
can be heard and understood even 35km from 
Monze.  Their work on this visit was not just 
about delivering a sustainable project.  It was 
about sharing the Good News that everyone is 
equal in God’s eyes and that He cares for all.  I 
receive HHI prayer topics quarterly and if you 
are interested in these please ask me. 
Donated wheelchairs await loading into the container 
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King James meets One Kings 
Or: do know what you’re in for when you open your 
Authorised Version?  
What were we, members of Churches Together, hoping to achieve when 
we set ourselves the task of reading the whole of the King James Version 
from beginning to end?  An appreciation of the beauty of its language, 
when read out aloud?  A reminder of phrases borrowed from it, which 
we use today in everyday parlance, but have forgotten the origin of?  A 
wave of reaction against the more humdrum language of modern 
translations?  But a strong story of a man’s heroism, his love, greed and 
his downfall, that was unexpected. 
 

Having volunteered to do my bit, I was slotted in to a middle section of 
the first book of Kings. It was evening.  Only the volunteer readers were 
present at this hour. One other person surprisingly but briefly dropped in  
and he didn’t seem to have come for the reading, but, in a rather obscure 
but kindly meant gesture, left a packet of Co-operative  sausage rolls as 
an offering at my feet. I managed to wave him goodbye and at the same 
time tackle a tongue-twisting succession of Hebrew names.  
 
Who is to get the crown when King David dies? Adonijah conspires, but 
is defeated by the combined efforts, and a little crafty playacting on the 
part of Solomon, his mother and his other allies. Round One to Solomon 
then, who is surely to be the hero of our story.  Adonijah gets another 
chance from his generously minded brother to make amends, but blows 
it. David dies and ‘sleeps with his fathers’. An attention grabbing 
introduction, but is Solomon going to be worth all these machinations to 
make him king? 
 
Then we see into his the mind and heart as imagined by the story-teller, 
and can only warm to him.  There is true humility (‘I am but a little 
child’: I know not how to go out or come in’). He asks God, not for a 
long life, not riches, or the life of his enemies, but for wisdom, to be able 
to’ judge this thy so great a people’. He could not have said better. God 
grants him not just the wisdom and understanding, but also the riches 
and the long life, which he has with great discernment refrained from 
asking for. 
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He easily passes the first public wisdom test, by solving a conundrum: 
which of two women is the true mother of a disputed child?  All Israel 
accepts the wisdom of his reasoning and his judgement, and fears him, 
and they see crucially that God’s wisdom is in him. But will this be a 
lifetime guarantee against his downfall?  Is he being built up the more, 
only to fall from a greater height? Do I see my sparse audience already 
on the edge of their seats? 
 

If so, they have two chapters to sit back again and become immersed in 
the detailed (overdetailed, some would say) account of the house which 
Solomon is building for God.  It is not just an architect’s but a quantity 
surveyor’s heaven. It uses cedar, imported from Lebanon, and gold, in a 
very big way. It has gilded cherubs ten cubits high and gilded flowers, 
and is seven years in the building.  How to make all these cubit 
measurements  interesting for the listener? Is that someone asleep at the 
back?  If so, he can stay somulent for a while as there is more to come, 
for along comes another, longer, chapter, full of measurements, and the 
images of animals and plants, the luxurious building materials, and the 
many golden vessels, making God’s house and the surrounding 
buildings, including the king’s palace with its ivory throne, not just 
impressive, but altogether OTT. 
  
It has costly stones and pillars 
of bronze, checker work, and 
rows and rows of pomegranates. 
It includes the figures of twelve 
oxen facing in the four 
directions of the compass, 
bearing a huge vessel.  
(You can just see them in this 
picture of the forecourt.) 
 
 
 
 
 

The culmination of this section is the dramatic bringing of the Ark of the 
Covenant to its first permanent resting place in the Lord’s house.  
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There are multiple burnt sacrifices, and the long declaration by Solomon, 
standing before the altar to the Lord God of Israel that ‘there is no God 
like thee’.  
This is the climactic moment of the whole story, when Solomon’s 
kingship, the will of the people and the covenant of obedience to their 
God all fall into place in one unity.  The protection of the Lord and the 
obedience and joyfulness of his people are as one, as the words of 
covenant and supplication surge onwards and upwards. Can these be the 
wonderful last words on Solomon and his reign?  Please let it be so! 

 
Alas, alack. This torrent of 
righteousness cannot last. Something 
morally poisonous gets into 
Solomon’s bloodstream, and the 
narrator none too subtly puts this 
down to the influence of a woman, the 
Queen of Sheba, who, fascinated by 
his reputation for wisdom, turns up at 
Jerusalem with a very great train 
loaded with costly spices, gold and 
precious stones. She heaps flattery on 
him as well and I have a list of many 
more articles of conspicuous 
consumption to read through, in as 

interesting a way as possible, of course.  Solomon’s riches alongside his 
wisdom put him ‘at the head of the kings of the earth’, a dubious 
distinction, after all his devotion to the cause of his God, that has 
preceded. 
 
It gets worse, much worse.  Solomon, I now have to report to the 
audience ‘loved many strange women’, and I notice this wakes them up.  
His seven hundred wives, not to mention the concubines, turn away his 
heart after other gods, and the wrath of the God in whom he had put his 
whole trust, comes crashing down on him, depriving him of most of his 
subjects, leaving him only the concession of one tribe out of the twelve.  
Not that you deserve even that, says God, it’s only for the sake of your 
father, my servant David.  
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The final verses are deadpan, after all the drama that has gone before.  
‘The rest of the acts of Solomon, are they not written in the book of the 
acts of Solomon?’ You want to know how long he reigned? Over forty 
years. Then like David, in turn he slept with his fathers. We have (well, I 
have) passed through a blockbuster of a story of a man who did 
everything right before falling morally to pieces, (did the narrator really 
mean to blame the influence of women for all of this?). 
 
 Phew!  As it happened, I had been handed to read one of the pivotal 
passages of the Old Testament. No matter that the story of Solomon (and 
that of his father David) in One Kings had been written up a good five 
hundred years after he had lived, and drew on oral myths handed down 
about him. These were reinterpreted by those who put words into his 
mouth, and selectively recounted his deeds to build him up as the ideal 
example of kingship. It is the starting point for the developing idea of 
nationhood, which was brought to a halt by the Babylonian exile. After 
the exile the emphasis in Old Testament writings is a religious one, the 
worship of one God, and the rejection of paganism.  But the traditional 
importance of kingship, and the kingly line of David remained strong, as 
Jesus, the Messiah was born into the house and the lineage of David. 
 
It is nine o’clock.  The lady has come to lock up the church.  We pick up 
our Co-op sausage rolls, and leave.  It wasn’t so much the seventeenth 
century English which had made the experience worthwhile, but the 
story itself, no matter what language it was told in. 

Robin 

 
 
 <      ?         > 
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We say Goodbye 
to Marge Dewis 
 
A large congregation of family 
and friends came to church on 
5 January to give thanks for 
the life of Marge. Marge 
herself arrived in a carriage 
drawn by black horses, 
wearing black plumes. But 
there was little in the service 
to echo the mood of gloom. 
Her son, Keith, on behalf of 
Marge’s five children, spoke 
of his mother’s strong faith, 
and her enjoyment of life: ‘she 
was a great, good mother and 
a loving friend to us. She made 
our childhood a great time.’  

 
Marge was born in the East End, one of ten children. With her family 
she moved out to Wickford, and she worked as a nurse, but after their 
house caught fire, they moved to South Green, and sought out the 
Chapel Street church in Billericay. Marge’s husband died 20 years ago, 
and in recent years she struggled with ill health, which prevented her 
from coming to our services. Nevertheless she always welcomed visitors 
from the church, and sent them back with best wishes to our members.  
She was, as Trevor reminded us, a ‘people person’.  She had a God given 
warm and loving personality, a sense of humour and a strong faith. She 
said ‘be strong, be brave, and God bless you all’.   
 
In her bag she carried the poem, which you will find on Page 2, 
which summed up so much about her life and her very personal faith. 
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Our augmented Choir 
helps tell the 

Christmas story at our 
Candlelit Carol Service 
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All working to support  
Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital 
 
In Memory of Chloe 
It is two years since a bright 
little seven year old girl, Chloe, 
died suddenly from a viral 
infection.  Her family remain 
devastated by their loss, but 
they have put all their energies 
into raising money for Great 
Ormond Street Hospital which 
cared for Chloe just before she 
died. 
 

We met her Mum, Nicola Turbard, and grandparents, Ann and Pete at 
their Christmas fund-raising bazaar at South Green Memorial Hall; 
Chloe's parents and grandparents, also ran a stall at the Fun Day in the 
High Street on 4th December. 
All for the sake of a very dear little girl. 

Margaret Derbyshire 
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A Service for the Hospital 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In early December I was privileged to attend the Gt.Ormond Street 
Hospital Carol Service held at the very beautiful old church of St.Paul's, 
Knightsbridge. With a congregation of some 700 and some very 
prominent people taking part (including readings by Sir Julian Fellowes, 
Brendon Coyle and the beautiful singing of ‘O Holy Night’ by Faryl 
Smith), my granddaughters Rachel and Olivia impeccably read ‘I keep 
my Snowman in the Freezer’, a poem by Ian McMillan.   
The beautiful voices of Westminster Cathedral Gallery Choir School 
completed a magical evening. 
 

Although it is almost two years since Rachel had her brain surgery, she 
is still reviewed by the hospital but I am pleased to say she continues to 
make great progress in her growth and school work. 
 

A new department for all manner of brain trauma is due to be opened in 
the Spring at Great Ormond Street and Rachel's case history is now 
being used for training purposes. 

Angela Christian 
________________________________________________________ 
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Not a casualty victim, but 
Erin at our New Year Party 
after a mysterious game 
using lots of paper, and a 
tense moment as Andrew 
tries, and fails, to launch a 
stick into a bucket.  
 

As for those sitting it out, 
well they’ve seen it all 
before!! 

 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
 

 
 

THESE ITEMS  
NOT AVAILABLE  
TO VIEW ONLINE. 
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Healing the Breach – After 350 years 
On 7th February, a historic service will take place in Westminster Abbey.  
It has been organized jointly by the Church of England and the United 
Reformed Church to mark the 350th anniversary of the Act of Uniformity 
and the Great Ejectment in 1662.  These remote and dry terms reflect a 
time of great turbulence – not least for the community of dissenting 
believers in Billericay meeting illegally, perhaps in Norsey Woods.   
 

Anyone who did not conform to the practices of the established church 
could be arrested and their minister could be ejected – as happened at 
Little Baddow.  Billericay was fortunate – its pastor Nathaniel Ranew 
was eventually granted a licence to preach and minister to his flock here 
ten years later,  at the end of April 1672.  It would be 200 more years 
before ‘non-conformists’ would be given full civic rights in this country. 
 

The service at Westminster Abbey will be one of ‘reconciliation, healing 
of memories and mutual commitment’.  There will be testimonies about 
martyrs of the past and stories of shared work in the present, leading to 
an act of commitment for the future.  
 
 
 

Public Issues Calendar 
 

This calendar is published each year so that churches and individuals can 
focus their thoughts and prayers on special issues to do with social 
justice.  It is published jointly by the Baptist Union and the Methodist 
and United Reformed Churches. 
 

  
 

  

 28 Jan – 5th Feb Poverty and Homelessness action Week 
  www.actionweek.org.uk 
 5 February Education Sunday www.educationsunday.org 
 27 Feb-11 March Fair Trade Fortnight www.fairtrade.org.uk 
 2 March Women’s World Day or Prayer 
  www.wwdp-natcomm.org 
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ENDPIECE – by a member of the congregation 
What does Christmas mean to you? 
 
Excuse me!  Isn’t this the wrong month to be asking that question?  
Christmas is behind us and the next round of Christmas festivities and 
shopping frenzy is – thankfully – a long way in the future.  The 
Christmas lights start to look tawdry in January, anyway... 
 

But maybe there are good reasons for thinking about Christmas as we 
start a new year. In early January, the television Channel 4 did a series of 
5 minute slots with various speakers saying what Christmas meant to 
them.  There was the father and son who were both rap artists – they 
didn’t use the traditional Christmas carol, but rapped out their own 
vibrant and modern music to express the power of Jesus in their lives.   
 

One woman was a lesbian who said that the story of Jesus whose parents 
were not a traditional family couple, spoke to her and the family that she 
and her partner had created.  The Christmas story gave a welcome to 
people who didn’t quite fit into ‘ordinary society’.  Then there was a 
woman who had converted to Judaism and after a year of great anguish 
and of joy – with the loss of a baby and the birth of another – said that 
she realised she needed to look deeper into her faith.  Different messages 
for people in different circumstances.  
 

Too often these days, the glitzy, commercialised Christmas that is 
‘celebrated’ in our country is not helpful to many people – those 
struggling to make ends meet, those who are lonely or for whom 
Christmastime brings back poignant memories.  Many others miss the 
real meaning of the coming of Jesus and the light he brings.  In the 
weeks after Christmas, Christians still have cause to celebrate, for this is 
the season of Epiphany, or the revealing of Jesus to the world. This is the 
time for asking deeper questions.  What does Jesus mean to each one of 
us – and what is his message in today’s world?  
 

Before the end of this month, we will reach Ash Wednesday (22nd 
February this year), or the beginning of Lent.  The weeks of Lent are  a 
time for meditating not only on the idea that God’s presence came anew 
into his world through the life of Jesus but that after a brief life span of 
just over 30 years, that earthly life ended with a cruel execution.  
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It was followed by the wondrous spiritual rebirth of love and hope in the 
Resurrection at Easter.  
So the story does not stop at Christmas – either for Jesus, or for those 
who try to follow him in the path of faith and love that he showed to his 
disciples.  The work of giving to others in the name of Christ, just as we 
have received ourselves, goes on throughout the whole year.  Yes, in 
2012!  May the peace and joy of the Lord be with you and with those 
you meet in the coming year. 
 

An American writer and pastor, Howard Thurman, who died in 1981 
wrote the following lines: 
 

When the song of the angels is stilled 
    and the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and princes are home 
    and the shepherds are back with their flocks, 
The work of Christmas begins: 
    to find the lost, 
 to heal the broken, 
     to feed the hungry, 
 to proclaim liberty to the oppressed, 
     to bring peace to the people. 

 
  
 

CHURCH FLOWERS 
 
 February 5 Sheila Undy 
  12 Robert Elliott 
  19 Dianne Lough 
  26 Ina Swanepoel 
 March 4 Vacant 
   
 

The Messenger 
Please let Robin Derbyshire have your copy for the March issue 
by Sunday 12th February 2012.  Articles are welcome.  Please 
speak to Robin at any time about any proposal you have. 
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PRAYING TOGETHER  
The following prayer was written by Richard Harries, the former 
Bishop of Oxford.  It is included in the URC prayer handbook 2012,  
to mark Epiphany – revealing Jesus to the world.   
 

Ringing radiance 
 God of Glory, 
 we give thanks for glimmers of beauty in nature and the arts, 
 for the truth which draws us to understand the world better  
 and the glimpses of goodness in people we know; 
 for all beauty, truth and goodness find their fulfillment 
 in your surpassing splendour. 
 Especially we praise you for your eternal radiance 
 ringing the Word made flesh, shining in your Son Jesus, 
 and lighting up our hearts now through the gift of faith. 
 May we, looking to him and being changed into his likeness, 
 reflect your beauty, draw others into truth, 
 and lead them in the way of goodness, 
 that we and all people may praise you for your great glory. 
 

 
 
 


